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Office  of  the  Chief  Mink  Inspector, 
Charleston,  W.  Va. 

lo  His  Excellency: 

Hon.  Gr.  W.  Atkinson,   Governor  of  W.   Va.: 

Dear  Sir  : — 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
first  annual  report,  as  Chief  Mine  Inspector  for  the  State  of  West 
Virginia. 

Very  Respectfully. 

James  W.  Paul, 

Chief  Mine  //ty<  ctoi\ 

December  31st,  1897. 
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INTRODUCTION 


TO  1FE  REPORT  OF  THE 


Chief  Mine  Inspector 
for  the  year  ending  june  30th, 

1897. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  MINES  AND  MINING 
IN  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  in  session  in  1888  this  department 
and  the  office  of  a  State  Mine  Inspector  were  created. 

The  growth  of  the  coal  mining  industry  in  the  State  soon  made 
it  impossible  for  one  Inspector  to  comply  with  the  statutory  re- 
quirements, since  the  then  principal  coal  mining  operations  were 
widely  separated  and  were  known  as  the  "Kanawha"  and  "North- 
ern" districts  respectively. 

By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  in  session  in  1887  the  State  was 
separated  into  two  mining  districts  and  the  office  of  a  second 
State  Mine  Inspector  was  created. 

In  1888-89  the  McDowell  coal  field  was  opened  and  develop- 
ments began  on  a  large  scale.  This  new  field  and  the  growth  of 
the  other  mining  districts  increased  the  duties  of  the  two  Inspec- 
tors. By  the  extension  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad 
through    the   counties   of   McDowell,    Logan  (now    Mingo),    aed 
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Wayne  and  the  developments  in    Fayette,   Marion  and  Harrisc 
counties  the  number  of  mines  was  increased  and  the  mines  them 
selves  were  expanded  in  their  development  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
make  the  duties  of  the  two  Inspectors  very  arduous. 

To  relieve  the  Inspectors,  in  a  measure,  of  the  excessive  wo1  : 
imposed  upon  them  and  to  give  efficient  service  to  a  more  th  tr- 
ough inspection  of  the  mines,  the  Legislature  in  1893  divided  the 
State  into  three  mining  districts  and  provided  for  three  State 
Mine  Inspectors,  one  for  each  of  the  three  mining  district  . 

Some  notion  of  the  growth  of  the  mining  industry'of  the  State 
can  be  formed  by  considering  the  tonnage  production  of  coal  in 
the  State  for  a  Dumber  of  stated  years. 

When  this  department  was  created  in  1883  our  State  produced 
2,805,565  gross  tons  of  coal.  In  1887  the  product  had  increased 
to  4,087,039  tons.  In  1893  our  production  of  coal  was  9,758,991 
tons  and  in  1896  the  output  reached  12,062,468  tons  of  coal. 

The  introduction  of  West  Virginia  coals  into  the  Chicago  and 
other  Western  and  Northwestern  markets;  into  the  Eastern  and 
Atlantic  seaboard  trade,  and  the  encroachments  which  our  coke 
made  upon  the  trade  held  by  Pennsylvania  operators,  and  the 
fact  that  ocean  steamers  had  broken  all  previous  records  by  the 
use  of  West  Virginia  coal  for  steam  generation;  together  with  the 
displays  of  high  grade  coals  and  cokes  at  the  World's  Fair  Expo- 
sition, all  tended  to  bring  West  Virginia  into  prominence  as  a 
coal  producing  State  of  no  mean  ability. 

These  most  natural  conditions  arising  from  the  excellence  and 
quantity  of  our  State's  principal  economic  products — coal  and 
coke, — have  made  this  department  one  of  prominence  in  the  State 
government. 

In  order  that  the  administration  of  the  department  having  in 
charge  the  inspection  of  mines  might  be  more  thorough  in  its 
work,  the  Legislature,  in  regular  session  in  1897,  provided  for  the 
offices  of  a  Chief  Mine  Inspector  and  four  mine  inspectors,  the 
Chief  Mine  Inspector  to  supervise  and  control  the  mine  inspec- 
tion of  the  State.  The  Governor  and  the  Chief  Mine  Inspector- 
ate empowered  to  divide  the  State  into  four  mining  districts. 

The  counties  comprising  the  mining  districts  heretofore  have 
been  specified  by  Act  of  the  Legislature,  and  during  the  years 
L883  to  1887  all  the  counties  in  the  State  were  in  one  district. 
From  lsST  to  1893  the  first  district  was  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Barbour,  Berkeley,  Brooke,  Calhoun,  Doddridge,  Gilmer, 
Grant,  Hampshire,  Hancook,    Hardy,  Harrison,    Jackson,  Jeffer- 
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son,  Lewis,  Marion,  Marshall,  Mineral,  Monongalia,  Morgan, 
Ohio,  Pendleton,  Pleasants,  Preston,  Randolph,  Ritchie,  Roane, 
Taylor,  Tucker,  Tyler,  Upshur,  Wetzel,  Wirt  and  Wood,  and  the 
second  district  was  composed  of  th  counties  of  Boone,  Braxton, 
Cabell,  Clay,  Fayette,  Greenbrier,  Kanawha,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Mc- 
Dowell, Mercer,  Monroe,  Mason,  Nicholas,  Pocahontas,  Raleigh, 
Putnam,  Summers,  Wayne,  Webster,  and  Wyoming. 

From  1893  to  1897  the  State  was  divided  into  three  districts, 
as  follows: 

1st  District, — The  counties  of  Barbour,  Berkeley,  Brooke,  Cal- 
houn, Doddridge,  Gilmer,  Grant,  Hampshire,  Hancock,  Hardy, 
Harrison,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Lewis,  Marion,  Marshall,  Mineral, 
Monongalia,  Morgan,  Ohio,  Pendleton,  Pleasants,  Preston,  Ran- 
dolph, Ritchie,  Roane  Taylor,  Tucker,  Tyler,  Upshur,  Wetzel, 
Wirt  and  Wood. 

2nd  District. — The  counties  of  Boone,  Braxton,  Cabell,  Clay, 
Kanawha.  Lincoln,  Mason  and  W'ebster. 

3rd  Distinct. — The  counties  of  Fayette,  Greenbrier,  Logan,  Mc- 
Dowell, Mercer,  Monroe,  Nicholas,  Pocahontas,  Putnam,  Ra- 
leigh, Summers,  Wayne  and  Wyoming. 

Following  the  requirements  of  the  mine  law  which  went  into 
effect  May  the  18th,  1897,  the  Governor,  G.  W.  Atkinson,  and 
the  Chief  Mine  Inspector,  Jas.  W.  Paul,  divided  the  State  into 
four  mining  districts  to  be  composed  of  the  following  named 
counties,  respectively: 

1st  District. — Barbour,  Berkeley,  Brooke,  Doddridge,  Grant, 
Hardy,  Hampshire,  Harrison,  Hancock,  Jefferson,  Lewis,  Mar- 
shall, Marion,  Mineral,  Monongalia,  Morgan,  Ohio,  Preston, 
Pendleton,  Randolph,  Taylor,  Tucker,  Tyler,  Upshur  and  Wetzel. 

2nd  District. — Braxton,  Calhoun,  Cabell,  Clay,  Gilmer,  Jack- 
son, Mason,  Pleasants,  Putnam,  Ritchie,  Roane,  Wayne,  Wirt, 
Wood,  and  all  that  part  of  Kanawha  County  on  both  sides  of  the 
Kanawha  River  west  of  Coal  burg,  including  the  mines  in  the 
Cabin  Creek  valley  and  all  other  mines  within  one  mile  east  of 
Coal  burg. 

3rd  District. — Fayette,  Greenbrier,  Monroe,  Nicholas,  Poca- 
hontas, Raleigh,  Summers,  Webster  and  all  that  part  of  Ka- 
nawha County  on  both  sides  of  the  Kanawha  River  east  of  Coal- 
burg,  but  not  including  any  mine  within  one  mile  of  Coalburg. 

4-th  District' — Boone,  Lincoln,  Logan,  McDowell,  Mercer,  Mingo 
and  Wyoming. 
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PAST  AND  PRESENT  MINE  INSPECTORS. 

To  the  present  date  there  have  been  twelve  different  Mine  In- 
spectors and  one  Chief  Mine  Inspector  appointed  bv  the  different 
Governors  of  this  State. 

The  following  table  gives  the  names  of  the  inspectors,  counties 
from  which  appointed,  the  name  of  the  Governor  by  whom  ap- 
pointed, the  dates  on  which  services  began,  the  dates  to  which 
each  served  and  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  under  which  appoint- 
ments were  made: 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Hon.  G.  W.  Atkinson,  Governor  of  West  Virginia: 

Dear  Sir: — 

In  compliance  with  the  statutes  relative  to  mines  and  mining  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  a  record  of  the  official  conduct  of  the 
State  mine  inspectors  for  the  year  ending  June  the  30th,  1897. 

The  statistical  information  contained  herein  is  given  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  the  30th,  and  the  reGord  of  the  inspec- 
tions made  is  given  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  July  31st  for  reas- 
ons enumerated  later  in  this  report. 

On  May  the  18th,  1897,  the  department  of  mine  inspection  in 
the  State  of  West  Virginia  was  taken  charge  of  by  the  writer  and 
his  four  assistant  State  mine  inspectors. 

There  being  no  predecessor  for  the  Chief  Mine  Inspector  to  fol- 
low, and  no  trace  of  any  records  in  this  department,  other  than 
accident  reports  and  maps  of  mines,  which  the  retiring  mine  in- 
spectors surrendered  to  their  successors,  it  was  necessary  that 
some  plan  of  organization  be  adopted  for  the  systematic  work 
essential  to  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  Chief  and  his  corps  of 
inspectors. 

To  this  end  suitable  field  and  office  record  books  were  designed 
and  gotten  up  in  substantial  forms,  and  report  blanks  were  fur- 
nished the  inspectors  upon  which  to  make  monthly  returns  to 
this  office. 

The  operators  of  coal  mines  throughout  the  State  were  fur- 
nished blank  forms  upon  which  to  report  all  serious  and  fatal  ac- 
cidents occurring  in  and  about  the  mines. 

The  Legislature  having  provided  no  headquarters  for  the  Chief 


12  Annual  Report 

Mine  Inspector  it  was  an  opportune  time  for  His  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  G.  W.  Atkinson,  to  meet  the  exigency  and  to  provide 
a  suitable  place  for  the  department  of  mines  and  mining,  which 
he  did  by  suitably  refitting  and  furnishing  a  suite  of  rooms  on 
the  ground  floor  in  the  State  House. 

Apparatus  for  the  measuring  and  testing  air  in  mines  have 
been  provided  each  of  the  mine  inspectors. 

It  is  to  be  much  regretted  that  there  are  no  records  of  the  offi- 
cial acts  of  the  retiring  inspectors  to  which  access  can  be  had  in 
compiling  this  annual  report.  The  retiring  inspectors  were  im- 
portuned to  furnish  a  memorandum  of  their  inspections  of  mines, 
but  with  no  avail.  This,  therefore,  prevents  any  report  being 
made  upon  the  condition  of  the  mines  at  the  times  they  were  in- 
spected during  the  ten  and  one-half  (1(H)  months  ending  May  the 
18th,  1897. 

To  issue  this  report  for  the  year  ending  June  the  30th  would 
confine  the  body  of  this  report  to  the  work  done  by  the  new  corps 
of  inspectors  for  a  period  of  forty-three  (43)  days  only.  This 
would  restrict  the  scope  over  which  such  a  report  is  intended  to 
cover. 

Instead  of  this  report  covering  a  record  of  inspections  made 
for  the  year  ending  June  the  30th  it  will  be  made  for  the  year 
ending  July  the  31st  (in  so  far  as  a  record  of  the  inspection  of 
mines  is  concerned)  in  order  that  some  note  might  be  made  of 
each  mine  in  the  State. 

All  of  the  mines  in  the  State  could  not  be  properly  inspected 
in  the  course  of  forty-three  (43)  days,  especially  when  some  were 
temporarily  idle  upon  the  day  the  inspector  appeared  to  make  an 
examination. 

The  best  time  to  inspect  a  mine  is  when  it  is  in  operation,  for 
then  is  the  time  when  the  conditions  should  be  favorable  to  the 
health  and  safety  of  the  men  employed  inside  of  the  mine.  A 
number  of  mines  were  found  idle  on  the  clays  they  were  visited 
and  this  necessitated  a  return  of  the  inspector. 

In  order  to  maintain  uniformity  in  the  reports  upon  the  pro- 
ductions of  coal  and  coke  and  other  statistical  information,  the 
tables  given  herein  are  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  the  30th, 
1897. 

LEGISLATION. 

The  need  of  further  legislation  upon  Mines  and  Mining  will  not 
be  discussed  in  this  report,  since  it  will  be  ample  time  to  present 
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such  suggestions  and  recommendations  as  are  needed  in  the  next 
annual  report,  which  will  be  prepared  in  time  tc  be  included  with 
the  documents  which  the  Governor  submits  with  his  message  to 
the  Legislature  at  its  next  regular  session. 

MINING  LAW. 

As  a  part  of  this  report  is  submitted  all  the  mining  law  which 
is  in  force  to  date.  A  full  context  of  the  same  will  be  found  at 
the  end  of  this  report. 

It  is  a  matter  of  much  importance  that  the  Mining  Law  be 
printed  in  a  foim  suitable  for  easy  and  ready  reference,  and  to 
make  it  a  part  of  this  report  will  meet  that  end. 

OBSERVANCE  OF  THE  LAW. 

The  law  is  not  wholly  ignored  in  any  part  of  the  State,  but 
there  is  a  lack  of  familiarity  with  it?  context  which  is  very  ap- 
parent when  some  important  section  of  it  is  being  flagrantly  vio- 
lated. This  lack  of  knowledge  is  very  manifest  among  some 
mine  foremen  and  also  among  the  miners  and  underground  em- 
ployes for  whose  safety  the  greater  part  of  our  Mine  Law  was  en- 
acted. 

There  are  duties  which  both  the  operator  and  the  miner  have 
to  perform  and  the  only  way  they  can  learn  their  duties  to  the 
State  and  to  each  other  will  be  for  them  to  consult  and  study  the 
law. 

Section  10  of  the  law  is  the  bone  of  contention  at  a  great  many 
mines.  It  provides  that  "as  the  working  places  shall  advance, 
break-throughs  for  air  shall  be  made  in  the  pillars,  or  brattices 
shall  be  used,  so  as  to  keep  such  working  places  well  and  properly 
ventilated. ' ' 

In  a  great  many  mines  the  rooms  are  driven  long  distances 
without  break-throughs  for  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  working 
faces.  This  is  due  principally  to  the  method  which  is  in  use  in 
payment  for  the  work  which  is  necessary  in  making  the  break- 
throughs. The  miners  claim  that  they  do  not  get  the  regulation 
price  for  the  coal  removed  from  the  break-throughs,  and  that  it 
is  false  economy  to  drive  a  break-through  when  better  money  can 
be  had  by  working  at  the  face  of  the  room. 

On  the  other  hand  the  operators  claim  that  they  cannot  well 
afford  to  pay  the   price  paid  for  narrow    work.for   the  driving  of 
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the  break-throughs,  and  some  put  up  the  cry  that  the  miner  will 
dfive  a  break-through  when  he  finds  himself  weakening  through 
the  want  of  good  air. 

The  mine  law  does  not  specify  what  the  distance  shall  be  be- 
tween the  break-throughs,  and  it  is  well  that  it  does  not  name 
an  unconditional  distance,  since  the  conditions  throughout  the 
State  are  so  very  different. 

Unless  section  10  of  the  law  is  more  closely  complied  with  it  is 
most  probable  that  such  legislation  will  be  recommended  as  will 
remedy  the  evils  mentioned  above. 

In  some  parts  of  the  State  the  operators  fail  to  comply  with 
the  law  in  regard  to  reporting  accidents  at  the  times  of  their  oc- 
currence. It  appeas  that  it  has  been  customary  with  some  oper- 
ators to  make  no  report  of  accidents  until  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  practice  was  found  to  be  more  prevalent  in  the  Kanawha  and 
New  River  and  Pocahontas  sections  than  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  State. 

The  law  requires  that  a  report  be  made  to  the  inspector  of  the 
district  immediately  after  the  occurrence  of  an  accident.  This 
provision  of  the  law  will  be  enforced  during  the  incumbency  of 
the  present  force  of  inspectors. 
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SUMMARY    OF    THE    ANNUAL    REPORT    OF   THE  CHIEF 
MINE    INSPECTOR    OF    THE    STATE    OF    WEST    VIR- 
GINIA FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30th,  1897. 

Number  of  counties   in   which   coal  is  mined  oh  a 

commercial  scale 20 

Number  of  firms  operating  coal  mines  on  a  commer- 
cial scale 215 

Number  of  openings  of  all  kinds  subject  to  the  min- 
ing law 350 

Number  of  tons  (2,240  lbs)  pick    mined    coal  from 

commercial  mines 10,971,482 

Number   of   tons   (2,240  lbs.)   machine    mined  coal 

from  commercial  mines 600,418 

Total  number  of  tons  of  coal  from  commercial  mines  11,571,900 

Estimated  tons  of  coal  from  small   mines 133,929 

Total  number  of  tons  of  coal  from  all  mines  (2,240 

lbs) 11,705,829 

Number  of  tons  of  coal  converted  into  coke  (2,240 

lbs) 2,090,304 

Number  of  tons  of  coke  manufactured  (2,000  lbs).  .  1,374,497 

Total  value  of  coal  at  the  mines $8,229,198.00 

Total  value  of  coke  at  the  ovens $1,718,121.25 

Value  of  a  ton  of  coal  at  the  mines(2,240  lbs) 70..3  cts 

Value  of  a  ton  of  coke  at  the  ovens  (2,000  lbs) $1.25 

Number  of  mining  machines  in  use 55 

Number  of  coke  ovens  in  use 8,046 

Number  of  days  the  mines  were  in  operation 197 

Number  of  days  the  ovens  were  in  operation 208 

Number  of  pick   miners  employed   in   commercial 

mines 13,218 

Number  of  machine  operators  and  miners  employed 

in  commercial  coal  mines 652 

Number  of  other  underground  employes  in  commer- 
cial coal  mine 3, 199 

Number  of  outside  employes  connected  with  the  com- 
mercial   coal  mines 2,047 

Number  of  coke  employes 2,306 

Total  number  of  men  employed  at  the  commercial 

mines  and  ovens 21,422 
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Number  of  men  killed 62 

Number  of  men  injured  non-fatally 167 

Number  of  men  employed  for  each  man  killed 346 

Number  of  men  employed  for  each  man  injured.  .  .  .  128 
Tons  of  coal  mined  in  commercial  mines  for  each 

fatality 186,643 

Tons  of  coal  mined   in   commercial  mines  for  eich 

non-fataltiy 69,292 

Number  of  wives  left  widows 18 

Number  of  children  left  fatherless 49 

Acres  of  coal  worked  out 1,733.9 

Number  of  tons   of  coal    produced    (in    commercial 
mines)  per  miner,  pick  and  machine  miners  and 

runners  included 834 

Average  earnings  of  each  miner  per  year $276.89 

Average  earnings  of  each  miner  per  month $23.07 

Average  price  per  ton  of  2,240  lbs  received  for  min- 
ing  ; 33. 2  cts 
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The   following   Table   Exhibits   a  Comparative  Statement  and 
Summary  of  the  Annual  Reports  for  1896  and  1897: 


For  the 
Year  End 
intr  June 
30th,  1897. 


Forth" 
Year  End 
ins  June 
30th,  J896. 


Decrease 

Of  1897 
Under  1896. 


Number  of  counties  in  which  coal  is  mined  on  a 
commercial  scale 

Number  of  firms  operating  coal  mines  en  a  com- 
mercial sf.ale 

Number  of  openings  of  all  kinds  subject  to  the 
mining  law 

Number  of  tons  (-.240  lb?.)  pick  mined  coal  from 
commercial  mines *. 

Number  of  tons  (2.240  lbs  )  machine  mined  c^al 
from  commercial  mines 

Total  number  of  tons  of  coal  from  commercial 
mines  (2  210  lbs)  

Estimated  tons  of  coal  from  small  miues  (2,210 
lbs) 

Total  number  of  tons  of  coal  from  all  mines  (2,240 
lbs) 

Number  of  tons  of  coal  converted  into  coke  (2,240 


Number  of  tons  of  coke  manufactured  (2,000  lbs.) 

Total  value  of  coal  at  the  mines    

Total  value  of  coke  at  the  ovens 

Value  of  a  ton  of  coal  at  the  mines  (2.210  lbs) 

Value  of  a  ton  of  coke  at  the  ovens  (2,000  lbs) 

Number  of  mining  machine-  in  use 

Number  of  coke  ovens  in  use 

Number  of  day-i  the  mines  were  in  operation  

Number  of  days  the  ovens  were  in  operation 

Number  of  pick  miners  employed  in  commercial 

coalmines 

Number  of    machine  operators  and  miners  em 

ployed  in  commercial  coal  mines 

Number  of  underground  employes  in  commercial 

coalmines 

Number  of  outside  employes  connected   with  the 

commercial  coal  mines. 

Number  of  coke  employes 

Total  number  of  men  employed  at  the  commercial 

mines  and  ovens. 

Number  of  men  killed 

Number  of  men  injured  non-fatally 

Numbei  of  men  employed  for  each  man  killed  ... 
Number  of  men  employed  for  each  man  inj  ured  .. 
Tons  of  coal  mined  in  commercial  mines  for  each 

fatality 

Tons  of  coal  mined  iu  commercial  mines  for  each 

non-fatality.   

Number  of  wives  left  widows 

Number  of  children  left  fatherless 

Acres  of  coal  worked  out 

Number  of  tons  of  coal   produced  (in  commercial 

mines)  per  miner,  pick  and  machine  miners 

and  runners  included. 

Average  earnings  of  each  miner  per  year 

Arerage  earnings  of  each  miner  per  month 

Average  price  p«r  ton  oi    2,240  lbs.  received  for 

mining  (cents)  
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215 

350 

10,971,432 

600,418 

11,571  900 

133,929 

11,705  B29 

2,090,301 

1.374,497 

,229.198  00 

,718,121.25 

70.3  cts 

91.25 

55 

8.04*5 

197 

208 

13,2ls 

652 

3,199 


167 
34« 

128 

186,613 

159.292 

18 

49 

1,733.9 


83J 
82X6.89 

#23.07 


not  rep' I'd 
11,937,468 

not  rep't'd 

11,987,468 

125,ooo 

12,062,468 

uot  rep't'd 
[,594.691 

$8,783  476.07 

82,152,832  08 
72  8 
1  35 

not  rep't'd 
8  928 
*198 

not  rep't'd 

18.025 

not  rep't'd 

2.310 

1.736 

2  156 


132 
372 
181 

183 155 1 

90  435 
not  rep't'd 
not  rep't'd 
not  rep't'd 


220,191 
$554,278.70 
$434,711  55 

2.5  cts. 

10  cts. 


18 

■"•' 1 

4,155 

B89 
311 

150 

2. SO', 

35 

5S2   172 
8214.80  $12  oo 

122.07  $1.00 


'U.  S.  (Geological  Survey 
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Table  Showing   Productions  of  Coal  and  Coke  in    West   Virginia 
for  the  Calendar  Years  1888  to  1887,   inclusive.   Taken    from 
the  Records  of  the  Mine  Inspectors'  Reports. 
(Coal  in  tons  of  2,240  lbs.      Coke  in  tons  of  2,000  lbs. ) 


Years. 

Coal. 

Coke. 

1383           

2,805,565 
8,000,000 
8,008,091 
3,213,098 

1,  OS  7, 039 

190,889 

1884*                                         

182.000 

]  885 

187,619 

1886 

1887  + 

22S,628 
481,477 

*Estimated. 

tThe  coal  and  coke  for  the  first  mining  district  is  here  considered 
the  same  as  the  production  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  the  30th, 
1888.  No  record  was  made  of  the  production  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1SST  in  the  first  mining  district. 


In    1888  the  statistical    reports  were    made  to    cover  the    fiscal 
year  ending  June  the  30th.    The  following  table  exhibits  the  pro- 


ductions of  coal  and  coke  for  the  fiscal  years 
30th,  from  1SSS  to  1897,  inclusive: 


mding    on  June  the 


Years. 

Coal  in  Tons  of 
2,240  lbs. 

Coke  in  Tons 
of  2,000  lbs. 

isss                               

4,799,611 
L,  663, 857 
5,643,946 

7,281,427 
7,777.570 
9,758,991 
9,427,028 
9,878,099 
12,062,  168 
14,705,829 

517,317 

L889                         

360,716 

1890*                     

892,490 

L891                      

1,208,418 

1892  

1893                   

1,333,489 

1,090,009 

1894                   

1,067,156 

1895 

1,204,057 

1890                        

1.594,691 

1897  

1,374,497 

lFor  some  unaccountable  reason  there  was  no  report  submitted  for 
the  first  mining  district  for  the  year  1890.  The  output  for  this  year  lias 
been  taken  from  the  I'.  S.  Geological  report  on  the  "Production  of 
Coal  ami  Coke.1' 
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Since  1887  the  coal  and  coke  statistics  have  been  given  for  the 
fiscal  years  ending  June  80th. 

Table  Showing  the  coal  production  by  Counties  since  1887. 
(Expressed  in  tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 


Counties.  1888  L889  1890 


Brooke 

Harrison  .  .  . 
Marshall .  .  . 

Marion 

Monongalia 
Mineral 

Ohio 

Preston 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Mason 

Mercer 

McDowell    . 
Fayette 
Kanawha.  .  . 

Wayne 

Putnam    .  .  . 


Totals 


17,108 
118,030 

59,172 
253,675 


468,618 

137,678 

147,200 

66,439 

!8525l 

85,870 

762,645 


,522,  120 

982,310 


135,100 


19,203 
Ul.llU 

84,606 
245,899 
6,850 
153,365 
L59,664 
134,925 
177,901 

79,647 
126,797 
744,803 
245,760 
989,270 
976,396 


107,82o 


32,857 
128,964 
110,418 
406,900 

28,000 
512,217 

92,487 
159,320 

68,408 
219,08 
129,744 
744,408 
504,222 
1,302,355 
1,021,885 


188,184 


4, 799, 61 1  4,  ( •»(  13, 857  5,  (548, 946  7, 281, 427 


J  891 


33,999 
113,268 
L 18, 242 
722,59,1 

40,100 

623,01 

80,738 
134,467 

83,851 
189,050 
116,598 
210,723' 
704,871 
787,017 


L892 


1,209,386 


156,856 


85,  oio 

1 12,960 

166,893 

903,896 

70,062 

173,862 

82,534 

82,089 

74,000 

396,320 

123,828 

1,175,141 

1,100,882 

1,504,570 

1,175,371 

55,920 

151.002 

7,777,570 


*The  figures  showing'  the  productions  for  the  counties  of  Brooke, 
Harrison,  Marshall,  Marion,  Monongalia,  Mineral,  Ohio,  Preston,  Tay- 
lor, Tucker,  Mason  and  Putnam,  for  1890  have  been  taken  from  the 
U.  S.  Geological  statistical  report  upon  the  "Production  of  ( !oal."  No 
report  was  made  by  the  inspector  of  mines  for  the  first  district  for  1890. 
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Table  Showing  the  Coal  Production  by  Counties  since  1887 — Con- 
tinued. [For  fiscal  Years  ending  June  30th.]  (Expressed  in 
tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 


Counties. 


1893 


Barbour. 

Brooke 

Hancock 
Harrison 
Marshall 
Marion  ... 
Monongalia 
Mineral 
Mingo  .... 
Logan 

Ohio 

Preston  .  . 
Raleigh 
Randolph 
Taylor .... 
Tucker.    . 
Mason 
Mercer 
McDowell . 
Fayette .  . 
Kanawha 
Wayne     .  . 
Putnam. 
Small  mines 

Totals 


29,375 


248,099 

110,530 

958,296 

97.9QE 

557,488 


48,681 
105,618 

93 

68,028 

538,950 

141,101 

1,196,574 

1,876,838 

2,350,250 

1,210,749 

21,839 

197,733 


L894 


7,736 
32,445 


1895 


5i),oi3 


275, 

84, 

1,186, 

62, 

489, 


297 
037 
542 
125 
81 18 


673 
821 
936 
365 


72.229 

413,805 

02, 764 

886,942 

2,340,581 

1,195.102 

1,143,626 

40,720 

148,474 


204,442 

137,762 

,198,336 

47,653 

614,780 

95,279 

40,610 

88,691 

52.:;sr, 

84,762 


86,536 
316,345 

171,074 

865,379 

2,440,551 

2,162,090 

1,078,253 

21,101 

122,057 


1896 


49,623 


155,772 
14S,  12s 
.219.017 
52,080 
554,492 
111.  800 


122.106 
1 16,361 
89,279 


43,469 

523,624 

101,448 

1,308,417 

2, 836, 01 S 

3,253,547 

1.088,737 

2.000 

161,555 

125,000 


9,758,991   9,427,028  9,878,099!  12,062,468  11.705,829 


1897 


31.658 

42.198 

33,838 

221.249 

102.396 

1,368,682 

81,288 

537,169 

267.789 


95.578 

120.211 

63.701 


178,397 

647.66(5 

111.535 

873.300 

2,617,917 

2.993,061 

1,042.745 


131,522 
133,929 
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PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  AND  COKE. 

1896-97. 

The  total  productions  of  coal  and  coke  in  the  State  for  the  year 
ending  June  30th,  1897,  were,  coal  11,705,829  tons  of  2,240  lbs., 
and  of  coke  1,374,497  tons  of  2,000  lbs. 

The  productions  for  the  previous  year  were,  coal  12,062,468 
tons,  and  coke  1,594,691  tons,  which  shows  that  the  productions 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  in  1897,  have  fallen  below  the  produc- 
tions for  the  fiscal  year  ending  in  1896,  to  the  extent  of  356,639 
tons  of  coal  and  220,194  tons  of  coke. 

The  valuation  in  both  coal  and  coke  has  been  reduced  during 
the  past  year;  coal  selling  for  2.5  cents  less  per  ton  and  coke  sell- 
ing for  10  cents  less  per  ton.  The  reports  show  that  there  were 
less  men  employed  during  1896-7  than  during  1895-6  by  2,805. 

The  number  of  days  the  mines  were  operated  during  1895-6  were 
one  less  than  during  1896. 

The  general  financial  depression  whi^h  has  been  so  manifest 
during  the  past  three  years  has  had  little  effect  in  curtailing  the 
production  of  coal  and  cok^  in  this  State,  as  will  be  observed  in 
a  study  of  the  table  showing  the  production  for  a  number  of 
years. 

It  is  most  probable,  though,  that  our  productions  would  have 
been  greater  had  it  not  been  for  the  stagnation  in  the  trade  of  the 
industries  which  require  fuel  for  the  prosecution  of  their  work  of 
manufacturing. 


Each  county  is  here  taken  up  and  the  production  of  coal  and 
coke  is  stated  for  each  six  months  from  the  first  of  July,  1896,  to 
the  30th  of  June,  1897,  giving  the  productions  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30th. 

Following  the  statement  of  the  productions  will  be  found  com- 
ments upon  the  character  of  the  coal  mined,  the  purpose  for 
which  the  coal  and  coke  are  used  and  such  other  information  as 
is  deemed  of  importance  to  the  enquiring  public  mind. 
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PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  IN  BARBOUR  COUNTY. 
(Tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 


Name  of  Mine. 

1st  6  Months. 

2d  (>  Months. 

Total  for  the 

Year. 

Junior 

Hall 

9,159 

2.580 

L6,956 
2,963 

26,115 
5,543 

Totals 

1 1 , 739 

19,919 

31,658 

This  county  has  oot,  as  yet,  gained  much  prominence  as  a  coal 
producing  county,  although  it  has  been  known  for  years  that  a 
good  quality  of  coal  is  present  in  large  quantities  which  is  suita- 
ble fur  steam  and  coking  purposes.  The  coal  mined  at  the  two 
collieries  operated  is  used  principally  for  steam  generation  and  to 
supply  the  local  consumption.  The  Roaring  Creek  coal  field 
(Freeport  coals)  is  a  promising  field  and  the  present  harrier  to 
its  development  seems  to  lie  in  the  cost  of  getting  the  product  to 
the  markets. 


PRODUCTION   OV  COAL  IN   BROOKE  COUNTY. 
(Tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 


Name  of "M  ine. 

1st  0  Months. 

2d  (')  Months 

Total  Tor  t  he 
Year. 

Blanche 

Gilchrist   

Wellsburg  

10.714 
9,643 
1,591 

4.0 1* 
8,606 
4,626 

1  1,732 
18,249 

9,217 

Totals  . 

24,948 

17.250 

12.198 

The  coal  mined  in  this  county  is  sold  principally  in  the  local 
markets  and  tor  supplying  the  factories  and  mills  in  the  panhan- 
dle counties.  Some  of  the  coal  is  marketed  to  points  down  the 
Ohio  River  by  floating  trie  product  in  barges. 

The  coals  are  the  Pittsburg  or  No.  8  and  No.  7. 
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PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  IN  HARRISON  COUNTY. 
(Tons  of  2,240  lbs.)    . 


Name  of  Mine. 

1st  6  Months. 

2d  6  Months. 

Total  for  the 
Yea  i1. 

Enterprise 

581 

2.078 

10.711 

27,792 

32,000 

2,500 

50 

5.686 

8,796 

581 
2,078 
21.428 
56,177 
72.000 
17,500 
7.194 
24,663 
19,678 

Mt.  Clare,  Nos.  2  and  3 

Howard 

Pinnickinnick  No.  1.. 

Farnum  No.  4 

Fall  Run  No.  2 

Despard 

Briar  Hill    

10.714 
28,385 
40.000 
15,000 
7,144 
19.027 
L0,882 

Totals 

131,152 

90,097 

221,249 

The  coal  from  this  county  all  comes  from  the  Pittsburg  bed 
and  is  sold  in  the  general  markets.  The  coal  is  a  good  gas  pro- 
ducer and  has  supplied  the  gas  retorts  in  many  of  the  cities  in 
the  east  and  southwest.  The  coal  is  also  used  for  the  generation 
of  steam  and  makes  a  good  quality  of  coke. 

The  fine  coal  is  used  for  coking  when  the  coke  ovens  are  in  use, 
but  during  the  past  year  no  coke  has  been  produced  in  this  coun- 
ty, owing  to  the  small  demand  for  coke  and  the  increased  demand 
for  the  small  size  coal. 

PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  IN  HANCOCK  COUNTY. 

(Tons  of  2.240  lbs. ) 


Name  of  Mine. 


Sligo. 
Marquet 

Totals 


1st  6  Months. 


12,197 

7.488 


19,680 


2d  6  Months. 


8,923 

5.285 


I.  15s 


Total  for  the 
Year. 


1 20 

718 


33,838 


This  is  the  first  time  this  county  has  been  given  space  in  the 
Mine  Enspector's  report.  The  Marquet  mine  was  opened  in  1847 
and  the  Sligo  mine  in  1894. 

The  output  of  these  mines  is  used  at  the  brick  and  terra  cotta 
factories  at  New  Cumberland  and  in  the  local  markets  for  domes- 
tic fuel. 
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PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  AND  COKE  IN  MARION  COUNTY. 


Coal  (tons  of  2 

240  lbs.  i 

Coke  (ions  of  2, 

000  lbs) 

Name  of  Mine. 

m 

15,848 

to 

o 
% 

CD 

CO 

O 
-j. 

Palatine 

14,047 
3,342 
27,1<)8 
41,354 
15.H80 
0,752 
19,950 
17,805 
2  1. 28( ) 
48,849 
58,036 

56,251 
89,431 
92,776 

11,285 

30,  loo 

3,342 
42,460 
82,709 
36,615 
16,152 
102,951 
140,478 
51 1.25  1 

141,566 

114.643 

181,877 
193,518 
107.104 
37,330 
2,603 

King 

15,352 

41.855 

21,576 

6,400 

*53,001 
98,673 

*35,024 
02.717 
86,607 

75.  120 
L0.4,087 
104,418 

28.005 
2,603 

775,877 

1.177 

7.2SS 
13,121 

8,765 

Worthington 
Prichard. 

13,121 

Chiefton 

Monongah  No.  2 

Monongah  Nos. 

8  and   4 

Gaston    

West    Fairmont 

Shaft 

New  England 

Montana 

Mason 

Central 

5,  CO  7 

1,087 
8,064 
16.633 

6,875 

41,178 

7,361 
1,315 

5.  SCO 
15.S78 

3,600 

41,178 

18. 058 

0,002 
18,983 
32,511 
10,  175 

Totals 

592,805 

1,368,682 

43, 133 

98,610 

142.048 

*Mauhine  mined  coal. 

Marion  is  the  banner  coal  producing  county  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State  and  is  second  in  point  of  production  of  coke. 
Tucker  county  exceeding  in  the  production    of  coke. 

This  is  the  principal  coal  producing  county  in  the  upper  end 
of  the  State  and  is  destined  to  be  the  leading  coal  field  of  the 
State.  All  the  coal  mined  in  Marion  comes  from  the  Pittsburg 
bed,  which  is  very  regular  in  thickness  and  of  uniform  purity. 
Being  a  good  steam,  gas  and  coke  producer  it  goes  to  many 
markets.  The  shipments  to  the  Lake  docks  take  a  large  portion 
of  this  product  besides  the  tidewater  and  inland  deliveries  to  the 
eastern,  western  and  northwestern  markets  take  a  large  portion 
of  the  product.  The  coke  is  used  for  fuel  and  blast  furnace  pur- 
poses and  some  grades  are  used  in  cupola  furnaces. 
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The  increasing  demand  tor  small  size  and  for  the  run-of-mine 
coal  has  in  a  very  large  measure  curtailed  the  manufacture  of 
coke  in  this  county. 


PRODUCTION    OF    COAL    AND    COKE    IN    MONONGALIA 
COUNTY. 


Coal 

tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 

Coke  (tons  of  2,000  lbs) 

U) 

H 

rn 

H 

Name  or  Mine. 

p 

et- 

ES 

s> 

tej 

M, 

g 

g 

O 

o 

O 

o 

O 

§. 

£. 

Kl 

§. 

£. 

k| 

Zj* 

Ear1 

— 

— 

>T> 

CD 

16,003 

1  1.085 

4,200 

0D 

0B 

s 

Opekiska 

16,  oo8 
15,285 

Beechwood  .... 

204 

2,484 

2,778 

Totals 

27,088 

4,200 

3 1 .  288 

204 

2,484 

2.778 

The  coal  mined  comes  from  the  Pittsburg  bed,  which  is  the 
continuation  of  the  Marion  county  held.  The  coal  maintains  the 
characteristics  which  arc  so  pronounced  in  Marion  county. 

The  coal  finds  a  sale  in  the  general  markets  east  and  west. 
The  coke  is  a  small  factor  in  this  county's  product. 


PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  IN  MARSHALL  COUNTY 

(Tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 


Name  of  Mine. 

1st  6  Months. 

2d  6  Months. 

Total  for  the 
Year. 

Glendale   

Boggs  Run    

38,529 
20,944 
20,228 

175 
9,098 

37,554 

15,027 

18.520 

125 

7.187 

76,088 
35,971 

88, 757 
300 

10,285 

Moundsville  Shaft 

Schad  

Benwood  Drift 

88,074 

78.422 

102.800 
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All  coal  mined  in  this  county  is  from  the  Pittsburg  bed.  The 
coal  is  much  harder  than  it  is  in  the  Marion  county  Held  and  is 
more  difficult  to  win. 

The  coal  is  very  gaseous  and  yields  a  high  percentage  of  vola- 
tile matter.  The  sulphur  runs  high  compared  with  some  of  the 
better  qualities  of  coal  mined  in  the  State. 

The  coal  is  a  good  steam  generator,  for  which  purpose  it  is 
mostly  used  by  railroad  locomotives  and  in  the  iron  and  steel 
mills  at  Wheeling  and  Ben  wood. 

This  coal  has  never  been  successfully  coked  to  any  extent  in 
this  county.  The  collieries  find  a  ready  sale  for  the  tine  coal, 
and  to  utilize  lump  coal  for  the  purpose  of  making  coke  it  would 
result  in  a  loss  to  the  operators.  Besides,  the  percentage  of  sul- 
phur would  bar  the  coke    from  the  furnace  markets. 

There  are  no  coke  ovens  in  this  county.  The  Moundsville  Coal 
Co.  constructed  several  ovens  some  years  since,  but  these  have 
been  abandoned  and  demolished. 


PRODUCTION  OF  COAL   IX   OHIO  COUNTY, 
(Tons  of  2,2  1()  lbs.) 


Name  of  Mine. 

1st  6  Months. 

2d  6  Months. 

Total  for  the 
Year. 

Elm  Grove  Shaft 

Richland 

15,887 
9,718 
6,800 
2,901 

-1,000 

1,(596 
2. 58< ) 

16,205 
15,379 

1,72  1 
:;.  188 

1.000 

5,255 

82,092 
25,097 

Whitaker  A:  Manchester. 

La  Belle ' 

11,524 
6,384 

8,000 

Riverside 

Dougherty.. 

9,951 
2,580 

Totals 

46,582 

18,996 

95,578 

*Estimated. 

The  coal  mined  in  Ohio  county  is  obtained  from  the  Pittsburg 
bed.  The  coal  is  similar  to  the  same  bed  in  Marshall  county  and 
is  consumed  at  the  various  industrial  establishments  in  and  aboul 
Wheeling  and  by  the  locomotive  and  domestic  trade. 

No  coke  is  manufactured  in  Ohio  county  on  a  commercial 
scale,  the  only  coke  made  being  the  by  product  of  the  gas  reto]  I 


Inspector  of  Mines.  2' 

PRODUCTION  OF  COAT,  AND  COKE  IN  PRESTON  COUNTY 


Coal 

(Ions  of  : 

2,240  lbs.) 

Coke  (tons of  2. 

000  lbs) 

Name  of  Mine. 

o 

o 

o 

GO 

o 

H 

o 

cl- 

c 

Austin 

in.  L20 

21,715 

31,835 

5,872 

13,535 

19,407 

Oakland 

7,838 

5,838 

13,676 

160 

160 

Tunnelton  .  ■  •    ■ 

37,800 

35,  100 

73,200 

West  End 

1,500 

1 . 5(  N  > 

Totals 

57,258 

629,531 

120,211 

6,032 

13,535 

19,567 

All  the  coal  mined  in  this  county  by  commercial  mines  comes 
from  the  Upper  Freeport  bed.  Locally,  this  coal  is  known  as  the 
"Austin  Vein."  A  large  percentage  of  this  coal  is  converted  into 
coke  at  the  Austin  Coke  Works. 

The  coal  is  used  largely  for  locomotive  fuel  and  in  supplying 
the  local  trade. 

The  Freeport  coal  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of 
coke  in  all  parts  cf  the  upper  end  of  the  State,  where  it  has  been 
exploited. 

PRODUCTION    OF  COAL  IN  TAYLOR  COUNTY. 

(Tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 


Name  of  Mine. 

1st  ((Months. 

2d  6  Months. 

Total  for  the 

Year. 

Fahev  

27,12:5 

58, 72( ) 

6,  U0 

1,998 

55,  1 >2l  1 

10,570 

1,  191 

1,429 

32  121 

Flemington 

Tyrconnell 

Foster   

113,740 
16,980 

1    1UI 

Gates  No.  1  . 

9,636 

1 1,065 

Totals 

101,  sso 

76,508 

178,3^7 

The  Pittsburg  bed  furnishes    all  the  coal  mined  in  this  county 
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The  coal  is  gas,  steam  and  coking,  and  is  used  principally  for  the 
first  two  purposes  in  the  eastern  cities— Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more. 

Formerly  coke  was    made  at  the  Tyrconnell    mines,  but  the  in- 
dustry has  of  late  been  abandoned. 


PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  IN  MINERAL  COUNTY. 
(Tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 


Name  of  Mine. 

1st  0  Months. 

2d  6  Months. 

Total  for  the 
Year. 

25,814 

33,984 

9,066 

193,840 

2< ),  ooo 

41,102 

29,098 

8,970 

170,800 

10,000 

66,416 

63,077 

Warnock 

KIk  Garden  No.  6 

Elk  Garden  No.  7 

13,036 

364,640 

30,000 

Totals 

282,204 

254,965 

537,169 

In  this  county  the  Pittsburg  coal  reaches  its  finest  development 
of  any  place  in  the  Static 

There  is  no  other  coal  bed  in  the  State  that  has  such  a  great 
thickness  with  so  few  impurities  as  this  coal  in  Mineral  county. 
It  is  very  uniform  in  thickness  and  averages  over  12  feet.  It  is  a  sad 
thought  to  know  that  this  coal  is  nearing  exhaustion,  there  being 
a  very  limited  area  of  this  lied,  which  will  soon  disappear  with 
the  stroke  of  the  miner's  pick.  A  notable  feature  in  this  county 
is  that  there  are  five  different  beds  of  coal  which  are  being  mined 
in  one  mountain.  These  coals  are  8  ft.,  4  ft.,  5  ft.,  18  ft.  and  6 
ft.,  respectivley.  All  of  the  coals  are  especially  adapted  for 
steam  generation.  The  6  ft.  bed  is  a  gas  coal,  but  it  is  generally 
mixed  with  the  other  coals  and  js  used  for  the  same  purpose  as 
the  other  coals.  The  coals  from  Mineral  have  a  very  wide  mar- 
ket in  the  eastern  States  and  to  tidewater  points. 

Of  the  coals  in  this  county  the  6  ft.  and  18  in.  beds  are  the 
only  ones  which  are  on  the  verge  of  exhaustion,  but  these  will 
last  for   several  years  if   continuously  mined  at  the   present  rate. 

No  coke  is  manufactured  in  this  county. 
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PRODUCTION  OF  'COAL  AND  COKE  IN  TUCKER  COUNTY. 


Coal  (tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 

Coke  (tons  of  2,000  lbs) 

Name  of  Mine. 

m 

00 

o 

CD 

m 

O 

X 

o 

O 
CD 

Douglas 

Coketon  No.  2.. 
Coketon  No.  3.. 
Thomas      Drift 

No.    1 

Thomas      Drift 

No.    2 

53,988 
'32,741 

78,  m 

*92,177 

378 
12,637 

15,770 
22,768 

117.2  is 

103,  ro6 

7,470 
50,329 

99,758 
55,509 
195,702 

195,883 

7,84s 
92,966 

1 5, 015 
14,662 
37,  L81 

5,01  1 

1 7. (.  >50 

7,973 

57,701 

1,846 

32,965 
22,635 

94,882 

9,360 

Thomas  Shaft-  • 

Totals 

300*.  405*  347,561 

6*47,666 

71,872 

87,970 

159,842 

*A  portion  of  this  coal  is  mined  by  machines  but  no  report  was  given 
as  to  the  percentage  of  machine  mined  coal. 

Tucker  county  has  become  one  of  the  most  important  factors 
in  the  production  of  coal  and  coke  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
State.  Of  the  producing  counties  it  stands  fifth  in  the  State  in 
point  of  coal   production,  and  third  in  point  of  coke  production. 

The  coal  is  mined  from  the  Kittanning  (Davis)  and  Upper  Five- 
port  beds. 

The  Kittanning  coal  is  a  good  coking  and  smithing  coal  and 
under  the  latter  name  is  very  widely  known.  This  smithing  coal 
is  shipped  to  all  States  in  the  Union  and  is  marketed  in  States 
which  are  well  known  as  coal  producers. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  coke  made  in  this  county  is  manu- 
factured from  this  Kittanning  coal. 

The  Upper  Freeport  coal  is  also  a  coke  producer,  but  it  is  more 
largely  used  for  locomotive  fuel  and  the  generation  of  steam  at 
mills  and  factories. 

The  coke  made  in  this  county  is  especially  adapted  for  cupola 
furnaces  for  which  purposes  it  is  largely  used  in  the  eastern  and 
New  England  States. 

This  coke  is  also  shipped  to  Mexico,  where  it  is  used  in  the 
smelting  furnaces. 
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A  greater  number  of  improvements  have  bee»  made  in  this 
county  during  the  past  year  than  in  any  other  county  in  the  first 
mining  district  for  the  same  period. 

PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  IN  MASON  COUNTY. 
(Tons  of  2,240  ll.s.) 


Name  of  Mine. 


list  6  Months. 


Hartford 

Camden 

Hope 

Juhling  

New  Haven . 

7  Small  Mines 


Totals 


4,801 
10.71  I 
*1,796 
34,  157 

5,275 


2d  6  Months. 


6,684 
8,464 
6.723 


1,928 
31,953 

1. 168 


59,315| 


52,220 


Total  for  the 

Year. 


8,976 

3,464 
11,524 
10.714 

:i.72l 
66,410 

6,743 


1  I  1,535 


*Machine  mined  coal. 

The  coal  mined  in  this  county  comes  from  the  Pittsburg  l>ed  and 
is  used  principally  for  local  consumption  at  salt  works,  brick 
plants  and  for  locomotive  fuel.  Some  of  the  product  is  marketed 
to  points  down  the  Ohio  river,  the  coal  being  transported  in  coal 
barges. 

PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  IN  PUTNAM  COUNTY. 
(Tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 


Name  of  Mine. 

1-st  6  Months. 

2d  6  Months. 

Total  for  the 
Year. 

Florence 

57,768 
5,250 
10,984 

52,146 

CUO 
1,774 

109,914 

Bancroft 

5,850 

Plymouth 

15,758 

Totals 

74,002 

57,520 

181,522 

The  Pittsburg  lied  furnishes  the  coal  mined  in  this  county,  and 
the  character  of  the  bed  is  different  from  the  coal  taken  from 
this  deposit  in  the  northern  counties  of  the  State.  H^re  the  coal 
is  a  decided  splint  and  comes  out  in  blocks.  It  is  a  most  excel- 
lent gas  producer  and  a  steam  generator  and  is  used  largely  for 
domestic  purposes. 

Cincinnati  and  other  southern  points  consume  the  largest  por- 
tion (>['  the  coal,  from  this  county,  which  is  shipped  by  river. 


Inspector  of  Mines. 
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PRODUCTION     OF     COAL      AND      COKE      IN     KANAWHA 
COUNTY. 


Name  of  Mine. 


St.    Marys.  .. 

Graham 

Elk    River... 
Falling  Rock . 
Campbells  creek 
No.    1 

Spring  Fork 

Maiden 

Peabody 

Coalburg 

Ronda ••• 

Keystone 


Coal  (tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 


Acme  . . . 

> 

Winifrede(n'th) 

do  (s'th) 

do 

(Wrightsville). 
(Jharlemore .... 
Lens  Creek .... 
Bio-  Black  Band 
Kanawha  2  Mile 

Brabbin 

Monarch 

Bio;      Mountain 

No.  U2 

Cannelton 

do  No.    2 

o;as 

Thomas  -  Sholz 

(Ann.) 

Last  bank 

Belmont 

Riverside 

♦Machine  mined 


4,868 

l.o 
I .  888 

21,489 
*5,769 
84,926 


82,  I  I. 
24, 1 1 6 
22,  ( )( >7 
'10,381 
15,790 
50. 705 
87,846 

534 


1,000 

157 

790 
15,894 

26,994 
1,627 

24,688 

7,485 

1,856 

25,336 

L0, 901 

eoal. 


1,368 

793 

1,611 

23,515 
13,466 
2( ).  883 
8,928 
13,390 
27,307 
23,696 
41,033 
12,562 
13,665 
25,921 
11,167 

720 

150 

(),()()() 

6,000 

59 

1,000 

13,664 

19,385 
4,399 

34,744 

2,687 

8,515 

23,253 

20,742 


1,81 
3,  499 


15,004 
19,235 
55,809 
8,928 
13,890 
.7.).  Till 
17,812 
I');;.  040 
22,948 
29,  155 
76,626 
129,018 


1,254 

150 
10,000 

6,000 

2T6 

1,790 

29,558 


16,379 
9,026 


59,  132 

10,122 
12,871 
18,589 
31,643 


Coke  (tons  of  2,000  lbs) 


15,059 


20.  !■;: 
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PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  AND  COKE  IN  KANAWHA  COUN- 
TY.—Continued. 


Coal  (tons of  2,240  lbs.) 

Coke  (tons  of  2,00(i  lbs) 

Name  of  Mine. 

CO 

<rt- 

o 
ci- 

a. 

9,064 

6,500 

32, 36  J 

2,857 

1,382 
1  1,832 
10,  121) 

o 

CD 
P 

9,064 
16,500 
92,818 
11,121) 

:;  675 

1 
1st  6  Months.  | 

i 

1 

2d  6  Months.  | 

TotalforYear 

Consolidated.  . . 
Chesapeake .... 
Lewistion  No.  2 

Mammoth 

('.own  Hill.... 

Staunton 

Black  Cat 

lO,  000 

60,  157 
8,272 
3,675 

17.  168 
8,368 
7.DD1) 

554,1)1)7 

.... 



l  s.  85<  i 
21 ).  2(  K ) 
18,128 



Totals 

4S7, 748 

1.042.745 

5,073 

15,059 

20.132 

Kanawha  county  is  the  third  in  point. of  coal  production  and 
furnishes  a  greater  variety  of  coals  than  any  other  county  in  the 
State  which  has  developed  its  coal  resources  (unless  it  be 
Fayette). 

The  coals  mined  in  this  county  are  classed  as  hard  and  soft 
coals.  The  hard  coal  includes  the  splint,  and  cannel  and  block 
coals,  and  the  soft  coal  includes  the  steam,  gas  and  coking  coals, 
all  of  which  have  a  prominent  place  in  the  markets. 

Certain  qualities  of  Kanawha  coal  are  much  sought  after  and 
find  an  easy  sale  in  the  southern  markets. 

A  great  quantity  of  this  coal  finds  its  way  to  the  southern  mar- 
ket by  river  transportation.  A  table  given  elsewhere,  shows  the 
shipment  by  water  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  Great  Kanawha  River  will  soon  be  locked  to  the  Ohio 
River  at  Pt.  Pleasant  which  will  give  a  barge  stnge  of  water  the 
entire  year.  It  can  be  safely  predicted  that  this  condition  will 
prove  very  beneficial  to  the  river  operators,  since  they  will  then 
be  enabled  to  store  the  loaded  coal  barges  at  Pt.  Pleasant  during 
the  low  water  stages  in  the  Ohio  River  and  when  a  coal  boat 
depth  is  had  in  the  Ohio,  these  tows  can  be  gotten  to  the  south- 
ern markets  in  advance  of  the  Pittsburg  and  Monongahela  River 
operators.  Not  only  will  the  present  river  operators  be  enabled 
to  run  their  mines  more  regularly,  but  the  Kanawha  River  being 
dammed  its  entire  length  will  encourage  new  developments  along 
its  course.     See  table  of  shipments  by  river  from  this  field. 
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PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  AND  COKE  IN  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 


Coal  (tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 

Coke  (tons  2000  lbs) 

w 

to 

H 

H-                to 

w 

p. 

►>° 

><% 

Name  of  Mine. 

g 

K 

50  i- 

OS 

OS 

<B  JO 
So  — 

O 

O 

S 

O 

o 

B 

e 

:  5 

m 

.      <B 

:    ct> 

3,500 
17,863 

3,500 
36,698 

Digby - 

18.835 

Great  Kanawha  No.  1 j 

*5,754 
30,512 

5,510 

34,185 

11,264 
64,697 

10,625 

10,545 

21,170 

No.  5  and  Eureka j 

*29,020 
1,733 
14,14S 

28,570 

7,640 

57,590 
9,373 

31,114 

10,508 

30,537 

61,651 

Crescent 

36,189 

28,915 

65,104 

10,988 

7,724 

18,712 

2,772 
48,900 
33,417 

4,819 
42,295 
32,016 

7,591 
91,195 

65,433 

Diamond 

Eagle 

17,959 

10,126 

28,085 

5,874 

6,933 

12,807 

St.  Clair  Nos.  1  &  2 -[ 

*14,265 
45,671 

8,224 
19,346 

22,489 
65,017 

20,000 

11,635 

31  635 

Vulcan 

74,770 

56,563 

131,333 

19,790 

18,669 

38,459 

Gauley  Mountain 

193,212 

195,897 

389,109 

11,594 

14,333 

25.927 

14,000 
15.000 

7,000 
17.000 

21,000 
32,000 

1,961 
340 

Sunnyside 

200 

140 

Elmo 

12,000 

12,000 

Fayette 

11,770 

17,851 

29,621 

1.429 

1 .227 

2,650 

Nuttallburg 

40.099 

37.884 

77.983 

10  578 

6.070 

16  648 

12,659 

28  443 

Browns 

9,081 

7.315 

16,396 

Tnurmond 

46  355 
21,099 
21,827 
39,848 
10,752 

17,819 

64,174 
49,937 

57,565 
39.8<8 
19,977 

""7,672 

7,452 

15,124 

South  Side 

35,738 

Jewell  

22,377 

22,377 

Cunard 

9,225 

13,716 
44,151 

14,065 
49,463 

27.781 
93,614 

Eire  Creek 

10,073 

8,984 

19,057 

Red  Ash 

21,236 
29,558 
26,006 

1,425 
24,825 

22.595 

4<.831 
64,525 
59,815 
2,871 
49  572 

6,926 
3,100 

5,958 
3,300 

12,881 
6,400 

Uaperton 

1.446 
24,747 

Rush  Run 

Dimmock    

30.000 

Stone  Cliff 

24  565 

29,840 

54,405 

2,908 

2,475 

5,383 

58,751 
55,000 

2,752 
1,300 

2  44< 
650 

5,192 
1,950 

Alaska 

25,000 

30,000 

Slater  

7,012 
17,709 

4,564 
43  616 

11,576 
61.325 

Quinnimont 

2.387 

4,222 

6,609 

Greenwood 

18.000 
6,162 

18,000 
8.044 

1882 

Laurel  Creek 

6,466 
59,000 
32  772 

15,429 

21,895 
59.000 
66,661 

Harvey 

24,600 

24,600 

Star 

33,889 

92,080 

111,963 
78,000 

204,043 
78,000 

19,830 

19,368 

39,198 

Dunloop 

Turkey  Knob 

50,000 

50,000 

Macdonald 

49,400 
1,500 

8.895 
20,200 

62  100 
7,000 
9,615 

21,700 

111,500 
8,500 
18,510 
41900 

Mt.  Hope 

Boone 

Ballinger  Nos.  1&2 

Smokeless 

10,226 
16  823 
18,000 

1,526,458 

12.554 
18,196 
10,000 

1,466,603 

22.780 
35.019 
28,000 

2,993,061 

DuBrae 

Blume 

196,433 

Totals 

132,74b 

329,089 

■Machine  mined  coal. 

Fayette  county  is  the   largest  producer  of   coal  and  the   second 
largest  producer  of  coke  in  the  State,  being  surpassed  in  coke  pro- 
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dnction  by  McDowell  county.  A  greater  number  of  soft  coals  are 
worked  in  this  county  than  in  any  other  county  in  the  State. 

The  different  beds  of  coal  in  this  county  have  not  as  yet  all 
been  definitely  classed  in  their  true  geological  position  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  to  all  persons  who  have*  examined  and  reported 
upon  the  coal  formations  contiguous  to  New  and  Kanawha  Rivers 
and  their  tributaries.  However,  sufficient  examination  has  been 
made  to  know  that  some  beds  are  persistent  in  workable  dimen- 
sions throughout  the  county  and  that  others  are  frequently 
broken  up  into  benches  so  thin  as  to  make  mining  in  them  un- 
profitable. 

A  singular  fact  to  be  observed  in  many  places  throughout  the 
county  is  that  where  two  or  more  coals  are  being  mined,  and  in 
the  same  mountain,  one  will  show  a  minimum  in  thickness  and 
piirity,  in  a  vertical  line  above  or  below  the  point  of  greatest 
thickness  in  the  other. 

The  coals  from  the  beds  in  this  county  are  classed  for  commer- 
cial reasons  into  Hard  and  Soft.  The  soft  including  the  steam 
and  coking  coals  and  the  hard  including  the  cannel,  block,  gas 
and  splint  coals. 

The  product  finds  a  ready  market  in  the  east  and  southwest. 
A  very  large  part  of  the  eastern  shipments  goes  to  tidewater  at 
Newport  News,  from  which  point  it  is  distributed  to  the  Atlan- 
tic coast  cities.  Cincinnati  receives  a  large  consignment  of  coal 
from  this  county. 

The  coke  manufactured  in  this  county  is  noted  for  its  purity 
and  physical  structure  and  is  used  largely  for  blast  and  cupola 
furnace    practice  both  in  the  eastern  States  and  in  the  west. 

PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  AND  COKE  IN  RALEIGH  COUNTY. 


Coal  (tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 

Coke  (tons  of  2,000  lbs) 

Name  of  Mine. 

-J! 

OQ 

31.701 

31,940 

-' 

03.701 

0D 

e-t- 

o 

7.904 

o 
m 

o 

SB 

o 

Kj 
CD 

P 

Royal 

10,490 

18,454 
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The  mine  at  the  Royal  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  's  plant  is  in  Raleigh 
county,  from  which  the  coal  is  carried  by  means  of  an  aerial  rope 
tramway  down  the  mountain  and  across  the  New  River  into  Fay- 
ette county  at  Prince,  where  the  loading  tipple  and  coke  ovens 
are  situated. 

The  coal  and  coke  from  this  plant  finds  a  market  in  the  east 
and  west  and  naturally  forms  a  part  of  the  New  River  consign- 
ments, so  far  as  its  destination  is  governed. 


PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  IN  MINGO  COUNTY. 
(Tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 


Name  of  Mine. 


Thacker 

Mingo 

Maritime 

Consolidated . . 

Lynn 

Pearl 

Grapevine 
Camp  Branch. . 
Freeport  No.  1. 
Neill  &  Finn . . 


Totals. 


1st  0  Months. 


13,668 

L,623 

*20,000 

42,000 

L2,686 

11,094 

9,682 

.2,706 

900 

2,550 


1.46,909 


2d  6  Months. 


37,783 

2,734 

I'd.  Goo 

20,  GOO 

14,085 

8,966 

6,814 

7,248 

1,100 

2,150 


120,880 


Total  for  the 
Year. 


81,451 

4,357 

40,000 

62,000 

26,771 

20,060 

L6,496 

9,954 

2,000 

4,700 


26 


'89 


^Estimated. 


The  Kittanning  and  Freeport  coals  furnish  the  coals  mined  in 

this  county.  They  are  gas,  splint  and  steam,  and  arc  used  large- 
ly for  steam  generation  in  the  cities  in  the  southwest.  The 
Thacker  coal  is  especially  high  in  heat  units  and  outranks  many 
of  the  coals  in  the  State  m  this  particular. 
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PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  AND  COKE  IN  MERCER  COUNTY. 


Coal  (Tons  of  2,240  lbs.) 

Coke  (tons of  2,000  lbs.) 

Name  of  Mine. 

O0 

CS 

g 

o 
B 

<rt- 

tr* 

OQ 

*37,000 
87,000 
26,494 
31,791 
46,280 
75,000 
71,240 
44,618 
62,522 

to 
& 

OS 

■s 

o 
B 
<n- 

tr 

00 

38,000 
38,000 
30,208 
30,839 
46,024 
75,000 
70,026 
47,710 
65,548 

H3 

o 

£, 
i-h 
O 
H 
h< 
CD 
SO 

0B 
OS 

o 

3 
el- 
s' 
an 

to 

a, 

OS 

o 

3 

ED 

o 

S> 

a 

Pocahontas,      \ 

east j 

Goodwill 

Louisville 

Buckeye 

Caswell  Creek  . 

Alliance 

Sterling 

Coaldale 

75,000 

75,000 

56,702 

62,630 

92,304 

150,000 

141,266 

92,328 

428,070 

3,338 
8,068 
5,995 

12,000 
9,105 

14,638 
4,838 

3,539 
4,925 
5,965 

12,000 
9,662 

15,597 
5,852 

6,877 
12,993 
11,960 
24,000 
18,767 
30,235 
10,690 

Totals 1 

431,945| 

441,355 

873,300 

57,982 

57,540 

115,522 

*Machine  mined  coal. 

The  coal  production  of  this  county  is  marketed  by  the  firm  of 
Castner  &  Curran.  The  product  all  comes  from  the  Pocahontas 
or  No.  3  bed  and  is  a  superior  steam  and  cokiug  coal.  It  is  mar- 
keted mostly  in  the  east  and  is  delivered  for  distribution  at  tide- 
water points.  A  great  amount  is  used  for  fuel  on  coast-wise  and 
trans-Atlantic  vessels. 

The  coke  manufactured  is  marketed  in  the  east,  west,  south 
and  in  Mexico. 
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PRODUCTION  OF  COAL  AND  COKE  IN  McDOWELL  COUNTY. 


Coal  (tons  of  2, 

240  lbs.) 

Coke  (tons  of  2,000  lbs) 

o 

CD 

Pj 

o 

CO 

ro 

o 

M 

OS 

OS 

£. 

OS 

OS 

S3 

o 

o 

O 

3 

o 

o 

e-t- 

o* 

CD 

CD 

CD 
ED 
H 

CD 

00 

CD 

Elkhorn 

42,312 

50,540 

92,852 

7,838 

8,801 

16,639 

Shamokin.. . . 

42,918 

47,456 

90,369 

7,554 

7,661 

15,218 

Norfolk     .  -| 

*  15,134 

18,900 

34,034 

30,266 

37,800 

68,066 

8,135 

8,750 

16,885 

Augle 

15,250 

15,350 

30,600 

1,875 

1,800 

8,675 

Lick  Branch. 

33, 165 

38,464 

71,629 

5,640 

7,535 

IB,  175 

Turkey  Gap- 

66,869 

95,070 

161,939 

17,096 

30,582 

47,678 

Houston 

48, 157 

64,344 

112,501 

6,695 

7,742 

14,437 

Crozier 

124,640 

112,850 

237,490 

39,973 

30,799 

70,772 

Upland..    .  -j 

*25,643 

36,571 

62,214 

22,644 

36,572 

59,216 

12,455 

18, 192 

30,647 

Powhaton..  .  . 

39,881 

50,966 

90,847 

8,029 

10, 137 

18, 166 

Lynchburg.. . 

59,800 

60,719 

120,519 

12,010 

13,070 

25,080 

Elk  Ridge.... 

26,804 

30,400 

57,204 

5,799 

5,764 

11,563 

Algoma 

87, 109 

93,972 

181,081 

27, 151 

20,014 

47,165 

Arlington 

33,148 

34,917 

68,065 

7,124 

5,549 

12,673 

Rolfe........ 

28,043 

32,581 

60,624 

4,130 

4,898 

9,028 

Roanoke 

26,250 

36,099 

62,349 

3,678 

7,985 

11,663 

Indian  Ridge. 

25,600 

39,400 

65,000 

1,675 

7,400 

9,075 

Gilliam 

31,531 

35,061 

66,592 

4,931 

5,417 

10,348 

MoDowell.... 

30,625 

30,452 

61,077 

5,911 

2,989 

8,900 

Greenbrier . . . 

26,216 

32,285 

58,501 

3,927 

4,598 

8,525 

Ashland  .... 

2S,021 

31,194 

59,215 

4,088 

4,046 

8,134 

Keystone  ..... 

29,795 

31,282 

61,077 

5,754 

7,106 

12,860 

Pulaska . .  .  \ 

*63,800 

65,920 

129,720 

14,900 

16,980 

31,880 

33,593 

31,802 

65,395 

Eureka 

46,825 

45,005 

91,830 

13,503 

12,015 

25,518 

Shawnee  .... 

25,795 

38,675 

64,470 

4,708 

7,331 

12,039 

Empire 

29,219 

32,411 

61,630 

4,923 

4,830 

9,753 

Peerless . 

42, 138 

47,677 

89,815 

7,350 

6,890 

14,240 

Bottom  Creek 

27,315 

30,875 

58,190 

4,395 

4,915 

9,310 

Tidewater  .... 

27,686 
1,217,494 

29,635 

57,321 

4,330 

4,179 

8,508 

Totals  

1,400,423 

2,617,917: 

274,270: 

292,800 

567,070 

*Machine  mined  co*l. 
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Pocahontas  or  No.  8  coal  furnishes  the  product  from  the  mines 
in  this  county.  This  coal  is  too  well  known  to  necessitate  any 
elaboration  upon  its  place  in  commercial  markets. 

All  that  has  been  said  of  the  coal  and  coke  products  of  Mercer 
county  can  well  be  said  of  this  county. 

McDowell  is  the  banner  coke  producer  in  the  State  and  second 
in  coal  production  and,  should  the  mines  and  ovens  be  run  regu- 
larly throughout  a  year,  with  a  judicious  supply  of  railroad  cars, 
it  is  quite  probably  that  this  county  would  double  her  products 
of  the  past  year. 


COAT,  AND  COKE  PRODUCTION  IN  WEST  VIRGINIA  FOR 
THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1897. 


Goal  in  tons  of  2.2 

10  lhs.     Coke  in 

tons  of  2  001)  lbs 

o 

z^ 

a 

2 
3 
9 
2 
11 

i 
6 

8 

J.! 

LO 

Coal 

Coke. 

Order  lu 
Production 

Name  OF  Mink 

5 

11.739 
24.948 

131,152 
1.9,680 

775.877 
27  088 
ss97i 

282  2i  1 1 

554.997 

7!  002 

:;  .761 

131,94? 

1,217,494 

0 

19.919 
17250 

i 97 

14.158 

75,422 
254.965 

■ 

7<v>(lS 
347.261 

4S7.7-I8 

57  520 

L,4O0,428 
5,661,223 

c 

31.658 

42. 19* 
221.249 

1,368,682 
31,888 
162.396 
537,169 
95,578 
120.211 
178  397 
647.666 
1,042.745 
111,53; 

2,617   'IT 

267,78! 

11.571.901 
I]  705.82! 

o 

p 

0 

O 
- 

a 

3 

f 

29  i 

'Vts'iVio 
2,484 

142,04 
2,778 

"159845! 
20,132 

329.081 
18,454 

567  07( 

19 

17 
'J 

18 
8 

21 
1! 

15 
U 
L( 

14 

1 
16 

2 
8 

Marion 

Monongalia.    .. 

Marshall 

Mineral 



4 

9 

.... 

71872  "87  970 
663,263  711,234 

Tucker    

Kanawha 

Mas'in.. 

6 

Fayette 
Raleigh 

8 

5 

Me  Dowel! 

Mingo  

1 

1,374,497 

.1 
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MINING    MACHINES. 

There  are  16  coal  companies  in  the  State,  which  have  operated 
mining  machines  during  the  past  year.  Only  eleven  of  the  above 
number  reported  the  tonnage  of  machine  mined  coal. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  and  kind  of  machines 
which  were  in  use  in  the  State  during  the  past  year  and  the  tons 
of  coal  produced  by  machines. 


El 

ectrical  Mine 
Machines. 

Tons   of  Coal   Produced 
by   Machines   (tons    of 
2," 240  lbs. ). 

Name  of  Company. 

CD 

s 

X 

6 

CD 
CD 
O 

o 

o 

43 

CD 

CD 
CO 

5 
pq 

M 
3 

c 

Monongah  Coal  &  Coke  Co.. 

Davis    Coal    &    Coke    Co., 

(Thomas  Drift) 

1 

| 

to 

1  ! 

4 

5 

5 
2 

1 
4 
2 
3 

162.205 

19,235 

22.948 

'  1 1 ,26 i 
57.590 
22,489 

Not  reported. 

Campbells  Creek  Coal  Co  , 
(Sprino'  Fork) 

Stevens  Coal  Co 

Quinnimont  Coal  Co 

5 

2 

Not  reported. 

Great  Kanawha  Colliery  Co. 

M.  T.  Davis  &  Co 

The  St.  Clair  Co. . .  . 

1 

4 
2 

8 

Winif  rede  Coal  Co.  . . 

Not  reported. 
Not  reported. 

3 

8 

i 
•  > 

i 
5 

8. 724 
129,720 
62,214 

84.084 

75,000 

Consumers   Coal   &  Mining 
Co 

1 

5 

Upland  Coal  &  Coke  ( 
Norfolk  Coal  &  Coke  Co  - 
Southwest  Virginia  Imp.  Co 
West  Fairmont  Coal  &  (  !oke 
Co 

3 

5 

1 

Not  reported. 

Totals     ... 

•:■■> 

,{ 

1" 

i 

-> 

55 

500,418 
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Table  showing  the  companies  operating  mining  machines.  No. 
of  machines  in  us,  tons  of  coal  produced  by  machines  and  No. 
of  men  employed  as  machine  miners,  runners  and  helpers,  during 
the  year  ending  June  30th  1897. 


County. 

Name  of  Company. 

a) 

-  „ 

_  u 
s  B 

o'i 

ii 

4 

5 
3 
2 
1 
4 

3 
3 

5 

Tons  of  Coal 
produced 

(2,240  lbs.). 

i  a 
o 

Z  o  ai 

°3££ 
Zca£ 

Total   No.  of 
Men  employ- 
ed    by    Ma- 
chine    Min- 
ing. 

Marion 

Tucker 

Kanawha 

162,205 

Not  reported 

19.235 

22,943 

Not  reported 

Not  reported 

11,264 

57,590 

22,489 

3,724 

Not  reported 

129,720 

62,214 

34,034 

75,000 

Not  reported 

110 
30 
30 
18 
10 
8 

30 

10 
8 
60 
75 
45 
18 
50 

30 

28 
8 

15 
4 
4 
4 

e 

2 
6 
8 
6 

8 

8 

138 

38 

45 

22 

do 

Fayette 

do     

Winifrede  Coal  Co 

Quinnimont  Coal  Co.  

Great  Kanawha  Colliery  Co 

14 
12 
9 
36 

do     

The  St.  ClairCo 

Consumers  Coal  &  Mining  Co 

1« 

10 

Mingo 

McDowell... 

66 

Pulaskalron  <^o 

83 

51 

do 

Mercer 

Marion 

Norfnl"  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

SouthwestVirginia  Improvement  Co 

West    Fairmont    Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

(New  England  mine  ) 

20 

58 

38 

Totals 

600.418 

119 

533 

652 

Inspector  of  Mines. 
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Table  showing  tons  of  coal  converted   into  coke,  tons  cf  coke 
produced  and  No.  of  ovens  in  and  out  of  use. 


County. 


Marion. ... 

Monongal 
Prtston  ... 

Tucker  .... 

Kanawha 
Fayette- 
Raleigh  ... 
McDowell 


Name  of  Company. 


Virginia  &  Pittsburg  Coal  &  C.  Co. 

Worthington  Coal  A  Coke  Co 

Monongah  Ooal  &  Coke  Co 

Gaston  oas  Coal  Co 

West  Fairmont O.  &  C.  Co.,  (shaft.) 
do  (N.  E  ) 

Montana  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Mason  Coal  &  Coke  <Jo    

Beechwood  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Austin  Coke  Works   

Oakland  Ooal  &  Coke  Co 

Cumberland  Coal  Co 

Davis  C.  &  C.  Co..,  [Coketon  No.  21. 
do  [    do  No.  3] 

do  [Thomas  Drift] 

Canneiton  Coal  Co      

Great  Kanawha  Colliery  Co.,  No.   1 

W.  R.  Johnson  &  Co 

WyantCoal  &  Coke  Co.,  [Eagle]  

The  St.  Clair  Coal  Co 

The  Mt.  Carbon  Co.  Limitad 

The  Gauley  Mountain  Coal  Co 

Deitz-Masterson  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Thomas  Coal  Co 

Fayette  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Nuttallburg  Coal  &  Cose  Co 

New  River  Coke  Co 

Longdale  Iron  Co 

Fire  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Central  Coal  Co 

Wm .  Beury,  Cooper  &  Co 

Beury  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Beechwood  Coal&  Coke  Co 

The  Alaska  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Quinnimont  Coal  Co 

Harvey  Coal  ACoke  Co 

Collins  Colliery  Co... 

Royal  Coal  i&  Coke  Co. 

BUkhorn  Coal  &  Coke  Co  

Shamokln  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Norfolk  C.  &C.  Co.,  [Norfolk  Coll.] 

do  [AugleColl.].. 

do  [Lick  B'r.  Coll] 

Turkey  Gap  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Houston  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Crozier  Coal  &  Coal  Co 

Upland  Coa1  &  Coke  Co 

Powhatan  Coal  &Coke  Co 

Lynchburg  Coal  &  Coke  Co... 

fiik  Ridge  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Algoma  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Arlington  Coal  A  Coke  Co 

Rolfe  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Roanoke  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Indian  Ridge  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Gilliam  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

McDowell  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Greenbrier  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Ashland  Coal  &  Cake  Co. 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co •. 

Pulaski  Iron  Co 

Eureka  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Shawnee  Coal  &  Coke  Co 


12.050 
23,39 
76,81, 
21,40(3 
15  553 
21,754 
5! I, I  WO 
17,4(56 
4,438 
33,078 
224 
55,381 
38,026 
159  402 
15.726 
33  sis 
39,51' 
36  os1 
20,49 
45,3.so 

4L102 
3,292 

4,1 

31,058 
27,913 
44.63i> 
33,300 
23.191 
11,835 

9,897 

9.346 

3, 

11,258 
39,360 
05,8.55 
27,752 
26.79 
24,318 
28,338 

6,160 
24,820 
85,447 
25,873 
115,054 
45,521 
29,247 
45,000 
18.500 
83,841 
22,700 
14,95:, 
17.420 
14.500 
18,248 
1(5,077 
14,321 
13,344 
17.257 
105 
45,728 
21,607 


218.700 
4,438 


20s,-,35 
33,818 


8  705 
13,121 
41,178 

13,058 
9.002 
14,933 
32,511 
10.475 
2,774 
19,407 
160 
32,965 
22,(5.5 
91 ,88-J 
9,360 
20,132 
21,170 
18,712 
12,807 
31,035 
38,459 
25  927 
1,961 
340 
2,050 
16.018 
15,124 
22.377 
19,057 
12,884 
0,400 
5,383 
5,192 
1,950 
0,609 
24.000 
39  198 
18,454 
10  039 
15,218 
10.8S5 
3,075 
13,175 
47,078 
14,437 
70.772 
30,047 
18,166 
25,080 
11,563 
47,165 
12.673 
9,028 
11,003 
9,075 
10,348 
8,900 
8,525 
8,134 
12,800 
05,395 
25,518 
12,089 


2^ 


31 


112  013 
2,774 
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Table  showing  tons  of  coal  converted  into   coke,  tons  of   coke 
produced  and  No.  of  ovens  in  and  out  of  use. — Continued. 


County.     I 


Name  of  Company. 


Empire  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Peerless  Coal  &  Coke  <:o.  

Bottom  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Tidewater  CohI  »v  Coke  Co. 

Goodwill  Coal  &  Coke  C'> 

Louisville  Goal  &  Coke  Co 

BuckejeCoal  4  Coke  Co 

Caswell  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co      .  . 

Booth-Boweu  Coal  A:  Coke  Co 

Mill  Creek  C.  A  C.  Co[Sterlius  Co! 
do  [Coaldaie]  ... 


03  -  S 

°  -  ~; 

O  > 

a    g 


y.?r,:s 
14.240 

9.810 

8..-.09 


1-J,tui:( 
ll,«)j() 
21  000 
18,767 

:;n  .•_>:;:, 
lo.)3'.).) 


Inspector  of  Mines. 
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Table  showing  the  tonnage  of  coal  converted  into  coke,  the 
tonnage  of  coke  manufactured,  the  percentage  of  yield,  number 
of  ovens  reported  in  and  out  of  use,  etc. 


Marion 

Monongalia 

Preston 

Tucker 

Kanawha 

F-iyette 

Raleigh 

McDowell  .  . 

Mercer 

Harrison 

Taylor 


Totals 


-r 

<MT1 

<H 

«-  . 

i  £ 

o  o8  e 

0<u 

o 

°£ 

o% 

H)3 

O  O  (0 

■   0} 

o  a 

lip 

o  a 

£s 

"3-  ?  ■ 

3£§ 

o 

-*%2 

=>  a 

o  o  i>2 

r'Jj5 

o  o-- 

°  a 

- 

H'J" 

Oh 

HJi 

'A  ii 

r 

248,766 

112,013 

57.1 

837 

12 

i 

4,438 

2,778 

62  5 

30 

■Jo 

2 

33,302 

111567 

5S  7.-, 

133 

in 

4 

268,535 

159:842 

5!)  :»•_• 

492 

1 

33,818 

20,132 

5..  5:; 

80 

12 

21 

578  809 

329,089 

56  85 

1,748 

1 

27.752 

18.454 

tiii.J'.l 

78 

..,, 

953,378 

567,070 

59  -is 

:i.7r.s 

7 

192,34'2 

l15'522 

6Q.1 

890 

135 

7! 

*2 ,341, 140 

1,374.497 

8,046 

214 

Field  in    Which    Lo- 
cated. 


Upper  Monongahela. 

do 

do 
Upper  Potomac. 
Kanawha. 
New  River. 

do 
Pocahontas. 

do 
Upper  Monongahela.. 

do 


Total  No.  of  coke  ovens  in  the  State. 
Average  percentage  of  yield 


"Equivalent  to  2,090,304  tons  of  2,210  lbs. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  coke  ovens  not  in  use  in  the  State 


Name  of  Counties. 

Name  of  Operators. 

No.  Coke 
Ovens 
not  in 

use 

field  in  Which   the 

Coke  Plants  are 

Located. 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

12 

20 
50 
18 
29 
16 
22 
10 
12 
25 

UpperMonongahela 

do 

Despard  Coal  £  Coke  Co 

Faruum  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Pinuifkinnick  C.  &  C.  Co 

Briar  Hill  Coal  A:  Coke  Co 

West  Kud  Coke  Co 

McAllister  &  Co.,  [Eas*bank.] 
Newhurg  Orrel  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

do 

do 
do 

do 

do 

Kanawha  , 

Taylor 

Kanawha 

UpperMonongahela 

Total  ovens  not  in  use 
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Table   giving   the   price   paid  for  pick  mining  and  the  selling 
price  per  ton  of  2,240  lbs.  for  run-of-mine  coal. 


Counties. 

Average    Price     Paid 
for    Pick  Mining. 

Cts. 

Average  Selling 
Price    at    the 
Mines. 

Cts. 

40 
35 

Hard  Coal 

36           Soft  30 
30 
30 

Hard  Coal 

35            Soft  30 
30 
31 
35 
45 
33 
32 
30 
30 
31 
33 
32 
40 
27 
34 

57 
68. 

72 

Fayette ....           

Hancock 

90 
59 

71 
61 
70 

Marshall  

80 

76 

46 

Mingo 

75 
63 

McDowell    

64 

Ohio 

67 

64 

96 

87 

70 

Tucker 

70 

Average 

83 . 2 

70  3 

The  average  selling  price  of  coke  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs.  for  the 
entire  State  was  $1.25. 
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TRANSPORTATION    FACILITIES. 

■  With  the  exception  of  the  coal  loaded  into  river  barges  along 
the  Ohio  and  Kanawha  rivers,  all  the  coal  and  coke  produced  in 
this  State  is  carried  to  the  markets  by  rail  transportation.  In 
the  following  tables  will  be  found  the  river  shipments  from  col- 
lieries along  the  Kanawha  river,  and  the  shipments  of  coal  and 
coke  over  the  various  railroads  within  the  State. 

The  writer  is  under  obligations  to  Mr.  A.  M.  Scott,  U.  S. 
Engineer,  Charleston,  for  the  tables  showing  the  river  ship- 
ments, and  to  the  freight  agents  and  managers  of  various  rail- 
roads for  the  information  given  in  the  table  showing  the  railroad 
shipments.  The  railroads  which  penetrate  the  coal  fileds  of  the 
State  are  well  able  to  handle  the  coal  and  coke  delivered  to  them 
with  comparative  ease  and  rapidity,  under  all  ordinary  circum- 
stances. 

The  Kanawha  river  is  free  to  navigators  and  no  toll  is  exacted 
from  river  shippers. 


Statement  of  number  of  tons  of  coal,  including  that  manufac- 
tured into  coke,  shipped  by  river  from  mines  on  the  Great  Ka- 
nawha, for  the  several  years  named,  ending  June  30th. 


Vft__             Tons 
iea          of  2,000  lbs. 

Year             Tons 
ea          of  2,000  lbs. 

1875  .    .    .    161,932 

1876  ....  200,962 

1877  .    .    .    207,346 
1881  ....  385,148 

1883  .    .    .    614,818 

1884  ....  736,843 

1885  .    .    .    712,493 

1886  ....  714,465 

1887  .    .    .    929,335 

1888  .    .    .  804,025 

1889  .    .    .   1,076,872 

1890  ....   966,462 

1891  .    .    .   1,030,454 

1892  ...    .   .  1,071,511 

1893  .    .    .    919,320 

1894  ....  1,032,840 

1895  .    .    .    879,304 

1896  ....   922,000 

1897  .    .    .    848,600 
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POWDER  USED  AT  THE  MINES. 

An  effort  has  been  .made  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  powder 
used  for  mining  purposes,  and  sufficient  returns  have  been  made 
to  give  some  definite  information  upon  this  item. 

A  number  of  operators  throughout  the  State  give  this  matter 
very  little  attention,  for  some  have  reported  that  they  could 
formulate  no  idea  of  the  number  of  kegs  of  powder  used  at  their 
mine.  If  other  items  of  expense  are  as  little  considered  at  these 
collieries,  it  is  only  fair  to  conclude  that  their  system  of  keeping 
accounts  is  deficient.  A  huge  number  of  operators  keep  a  close 
record  of  all  materials  consumed.  Through  the  exaction  of  some 
operators,  mining  a  particular  coal,  in  districts  where  others  neg- 
lect the  materials  consumed,  the  quantity  of  powder  used  has 
been  arrived  at  by  calculations,  based  upon  the  returns  from  the 
former. 

The  folk,  wing  table  exhibits  the  number  of  kegs  of  powder 
used  in  each  county,  with  the  cost  per  keg  to  the  miner  and  the 
quantity  of  coal  produced  per  keg  of  powder  used.  In  the  case 
of  "Mineral  county  the  greater  tonnage  is  mined  without  the  aid 
of  powder.  Only  that  tonnage  is  considered  which  was  won  by 
the  use  of  powder. 
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Name  of 
County. 


Barbour.  .  .  . 

Brooke 

Harrison  .  .  . 
Hancock  .  .  . 

Marion 

Monongalia 
Marshall  .  .  . 
^Mineral  .  .  . 

Ohio 

Preston 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Kanawha   .  . 

Mason 

Putnam 
Fayette  .  .  . 
Raleigh 
Mercer  .... 
McDowell 
Mingo   .... 


Tols  Coal. 
(Tons of  2,240 lbs.) 


Kegs  Powder 


Totals 


31,658 

42, 198 
221,249 

33,838 
1,368,682 

31,288 
162,396 

63,077 

95,578 
120,211 
178,397 
647,666 
1,042,745 
111,535 
131,525 
2,993,061 

63,701 

873,300 

2,617,917 

267,7  ~ 


Tons  per 
Keg  used 


325 

302 

2,067 

926 

23,545 

318 

1,337 

256 

2,305 

1,565 

1,581 

7,613 

13,618 

1,150 

2,700 

30, 162 

1,000 

10,628 

29,332 

3,204 


Cost  per 
Keg  to 
Miner. 


133,934 


11,097,808 
Average  No.  tons  for  each  keg  of  powder ... 
Average  price  paid  by  miners  per  keg  of  powder 


97.4 

106.6 

107.0 

36.5 

58.1 

98.?, 

121. 

246. 

41.5 

77.4 

112.8 

85.1 

76.6 

97, 

48.7 

99.2 

63.7 

82.1 

89.2 

83.5 


91.4 


*47-i,092  tons  were  mined  without  powder. 


1.60 
1.43 
1.65 
1.33 
1.45 
1.40 
1.42 
1.50 
1.57 
1.43 
1.45 
2.00 
1.64 
1.60 
1.83 
1.72 
1.50 
2.00 
2.00 
2.08 


1.63 
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OIL. 


A  variety  of  oils  is  used  for  ilium  nating  purposes  in  the  mines 
throughout  the  State.  Some  operators  sell  the  miners  cotton- 
seed oil,  but  usually  where  this  oil  is  sold  the  miners  frequently 
mix  with  it  kerosene  oil,  which  is  much  cheaper,  and  in  the 
mixed  form  gives  'a  smoky  flame  when  burning  in  the  miner's 
lamp.  Black  strap  and  kerosene  oil  are  frequently  mixed  and 
burned  in  the  miners'  and  drivers'  lamps.  These  mixtures, 
when  burned,  produce  a  very  large  volume  of  smoke  and  unless 
the  ventilation  of  the  mine  is  exceptionally  good  tin;  air  soon 
becomes  contaminated  and  rilled  with  smoke,  making  it  un- 
healthful  and  unpleasant  to  inhale. 

Where  mineral  oils  are  used  for  lamps  the  ventilation  should 
be  closely  attended  and  a  constant  current  of  air  kept  sweeping 
the  working  places  in  the  mine. 

Operators  who  permit  the  underground  men  to  hum  inferior 
qualities  of  illuminating  oils,  especially  'mineral  oils,  will  find 
that  there  is  a  material  increase  in  the  cost  of  properly  vent^.at- 
ing  the  mine.  The  oils  which  produce  large  volumes  of  smoke 
should  not  be  permitted  to  he  used  by  the  underground  employes 
in  their  lamps.  The  practice  of  using  oil  which  gives  excessive 
fumes  and  smoke  will  naturally  suggest  legislation  t<>  prevent 
such  practice. 

The  short  space  of  time  this  subject  has  been  under  examina- 
tion by  the  district  inspectors  prevents  a  more  extensive  report 
at  this  time. 

EXPLOSIONS  AND  FIRE  DAMP. 

During  the  past  year  no  explosions  of  fire  damp  (light  ciw- 
buretted  hydrogen)  have  occurred  in  the  mines  of  this  State,  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  lives  were  lost  or  per- 
sons burned  from  this  cause. 

The  mines  of  the  State  which  generate  explosive  gases  are  few 
in  number  and  none  generate  it  in  such  quantities  as  to  render 
the  mines  dangerous  to  be  worked  with  an  open  light.  Those 
mints  which  give  off  explosive  gas  are  known  and  the  necessary 
precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  an  accumulation  of  the  gas  in 
any  part  of  the  works  in  dangerous  quantities. 

The  following  mines,  at  times,  give  off  explosive  gases:  Glen- 
dale  Shaft,  Moundsville    Shaft,  West   Fairmont  Shaft,  Hutchin- 
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son  Slope,  Rush  Run,  Red  Ash,  Star,  Sun,  Nuttallburg,  Elmo, 
Tidewater,  Bottom  Creek,  Empire  and  Keystone.  It  is  probable, 
in  the  course  of  time,  as  some  of  the  mines  are  advanced 
in  their  work,  that  they  will  generate  more  or  less  of  this  ex- 
plosive gas. 

VENTILATION. 

The  methods  of  ventilation  used  at  the  mines  in  the  State  are 
natural  ventilation,  fin  basket,  steam  jet,  exhaust  steam,  fa/ns  and 
in  some  cases  a  combination  of  two  different  methods.  The  vast 
majority  of  the  mines  which  resort  to  natural  ventilation  are  small 
in  extent  of  thier  development,  but  there  are  some  of  the  large 
mines  which  use  natural  ventilation  but  in  these  cases  the  condi- 
tions are  mostly  favorable  for  the  circulation  of  the  current 
through  natuarl  agencies. 

A  furnace  is  capable  of  producing  a  large  volume  of  air  in  a 
mine  where  it  is  properly  constructed  and  the  courses  through 
which  the  air 'travels  are  not  contracted  to  a  small  sectional 
area.  Too  little  attention  to  the  firing  of  the  furnace  results  in 
a  small  volume  of  air.  Especially  is  this  true  where  the  natural 
agencies  do  not  favor  a  natural  ventilation,  and  the  result  of  this 
is  numerous  complaints  from  the  miners  and  other  underground 
laborers,  which  complaints  are  quite  just  and  proper. 

The  tire  basket,  steam  jet  and  exhaust  steam  from  pumps  are 
used  at  some  mines  to  aid  the  natural  ventilation,  but  where  the 
mine  is  of  large  area  these  appliances  are  not  sufficient  within 
themselves  to  give  satisfactory  results  unless  the  natural  condi- 
tions are  very  favorable. 

A  mine  which  relies  upon  the  exhaust  steam  to  produce  the 
ventilation  should  be  provided  with  a  steam  jet  which  can  be 
turned  on  when  it  is  necessary  to  stop  the  pumps  or  other  sources 
of  exhaust  steam. 

Fan    Vi  ntllation. 

The  most  satisfactory  results  are  obtained  by  the  use  of  fans. 
A  very  large  number  of  the  mines  in  the  State  are  equipped  with 
fans,  principally  of  the  Guibal  pattern.  Under  ordinary  condi- 
tions a  fan  is  to  be  recommended  as  the  most  effective  and  satis- 
factory means  of  producing  a  sufficient  volume  of  air  in  the  mine, 
and  all  large  mines  should  have  one  in  constant  use  while  the 
mine  is  being  operated  and  men  are  at  work  throughout  the  un- 
derground workings. 
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The  other  methods  enumerated  above  are  not  to  be  encouraged 
and  their  use  should  be  resorted  to  only  in  special  cases,  such  as 
a  small  mine  employing  few  men,  or  a  mine  which  will  have  a 
very  short  life,  and  in  no  rase  should  a  furnace  be  used  in  a  mine 
which  produces  to  any  extent  explosive  gases  such  :ts  arc  fre- 
quently encountered  in  coal  mines. 

SMALL  MINES  IN  THE  STATE. 

Throughout  the  State,  in  nearly  all  of  the  counties  are  to  be 
found  small  country  mines  which  are  operated  by  farmers  and 
others  to  supply  the  local  trade.  In  the  course  of  a  year  these 
mines  combined  produce  a  large  tonnage  heretofore  unaccounted 
for  in  giving  the  total  production  of  coal  in  the  State. 

A  number  of  mines  employ  from  six  to  nine  men  almost  con- 
stantly, but  these  not  being  subject  to  the  laws  governing  the  in- 
spection of  mines,  little  record  is  had  of  these  mines  or  of  their 
output. 

Why  nine  men  should  not  be  given  the  same  protection  in  a 
mine  as  ten  men  is  a  matter  which  should  be  given  some  legislative 
thought. 

TESTING  SCALES  AND  MINE  CARS. 

One  of  the  provisions  of  the  mining  law  is  to  the  effect  that  if 
in  any  county  there  be  no  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  tlie 
duties,  required  to  be  done  and  performed  by  such  sealer,  shall  be 
done  and  performed  by  the  inspector  of  mines  for  the  district  of 
which  such  county  forms  a  part. 

The  services  of  the  inspectors  have  not  been  required  in  ad- 
justing any  grievances  originating  over  inaccurate  scales  or  im- 
properly marked  mine  cars  in  any  part  of  the  State  during  the 
interval  which  the   present  coterie  of  inspectors  have  held  office. 

MAPS. 

There  are  few  operators  in  the  State  who  have  not  furnished 
the  inspector  a  map  of  their  mine,  but  few  of  the  maps  furnished 
meet  every  requirement  of  the  law  in  regard  to  the  information 
which  they  convey.  This  is  largely  due  to  neglect  and  in  a  great 
many  cases  to  incompetent  surveyors.  The  law  requires  that  all 
mine  maps  shall  show  the  openings  or  excavations,  the  shafts, 
slopes,  entries,  airways,    headings,  rooms, pillars,  etc..  the  genial 
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inclination  of the  coal  strata,  and  so  much  of  the  property  lines 
and  of  the  outcrop  of  the  coal  seam  of  the  tract  of  land  on  which 
said  mine  is  located,  as  may  be  within  one  thousand  feet  of  any 
part  of  the  workings  of  such  mine. 

Besides  the  above,  such  map  or  maps  should  give  the  name-  of 
themine,  name  of  tht  company  operating  the  mine,  the  date  of 
surer//,  and  the  date  of  last  extension,  the  signature  of  the  engineer, 
and  should  exhibit  the  true  and  magnetic  meridians  and  a  graphic 
seal?  on  which  the  map  is  constructed,  which  scale,  the  law  says, 
shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  feet  to  the  inch. 

INSURANCE  OF  MINERS. 

Owing  to  the  hazardous  occupation  of  men  who  work  under- 
ground it  is  with  difficulty  that  they  are  enabled  to  get  life  in- 
surance companies  to  assume  the  risk  of  insuring  their  lives. 
Some  of  the  well  known  companies  will  not  insure  miners  under 
any  consideration,  and  other  companies  will  assume  the  risk,  but 
at  a  premium  which  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  avearge  coal 
miner. 

There  is  no  class  of  laborers  in  the  State  which  needs  insur- 
ance upon  their  lives  more  than  the  miners,  for  they  are  few  who 
own  their  homes  and  have  any  resources  other  than  their  month- 
ly salaries.  As  a  generl  thing  the  families  of  miners  are  above 
the  average  in  point  of  number,  and  when  a  father  is  killed,  he 
generally  leaves  from  5  to  7  dependent  persons  who  are  left  with 
little  of  this  world's  possessions.  The  orphans  are  necessarily 
started  to  work  at  a  very  early  age  to  assist  in  the  sustenance  of 
themselves  and  others  in  their  family.  Instead  of  having  an  op- 
portunity to  spend  the  early  days  of  their  lives  in  school,  the}7 
are  compelled,  through  necessity,  to  enter  the  field  of  manual 
toil. 

In  considering  a  scheme  for  the  protection  of  people  who  are 
dependent  upon  men  who  earn  their  wages  in  coal  mines,  it  is 
essential  to  take  into  account  the  yearly  earnings  of  the  men,  and 
then  deduce  the  amount  a  miner  can  afford  to  spend  annually 
for  life  insurance. 

The  average  wages  of  a  coal  miner  amount  to  about  ,$325.00 
per  annum. 

The  premium  for  a  straight  life  policy  for  a  man  30  years  old 
is  about  $23.00  per  annum  lor  each  $1,000.00  of  insurance.     This 
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is  a  little  over  7%  of  the  earnings  of  the  miner,  which  is  not  an 
unreasonable  percentage  to  pay  for  life  insurance. 

The' peculiar  conditions  surrounding  the  life  of  a  coal  miner 
make  it  very  inconvenient  for  him  to  draw  upon  his  means  an- 
nually to  the  amount  of  $28.00,  since  there  are  periods  when  tho 
mines  are  not  in  operation  and  it  may  be  at  one  of  these  periods 
when  a  premium  becomes  due — just  at  a  time  when  the  miner  can 
the.  least  afford  to  meet  the  payment. 

An  exceedingly  small  percentage  of  the  men  killed  in  the  mines 
during  the  past  year  were  reported  to  have  been  insured. 

The  more  thrifty  class  of  men  engaged  in  underground  work 
are  eager  to  avail  themselves  of  life  insurance,  but  at  present 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  insurance  company,  within  reach 
of  the  miner,  which  will  give  his  family  protection. 

There  are  several  local  organizations  which  furnish  the  miners 
relief  in  times  of  sickness  and  defray  the  expenses  of  burial  when 
one  of  the  policy  holders  dies,  but  these  furnish  little  pecuniary 
relief  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  following  gives  the  by-laws  of  the  Macdonald  Accident  In- 
surance Association  which  is  operative  at  the  Macdonald  Colliery 
in  Fayette  county: 

ARTICLE  I. 

Membership. 

Sec.  1.  All  employes  of  the  Macdonald  Colliery  Company  six- 
teen years  of  age  and  over  shall  be  members  of  The  Macdonald 
Accident  Insurance  Association.  Under  that  age  membership 
shall  be  optional  with  the  parents  or  guardian. 

Dues. 

Sec.  2.  Each  member  shall  be  required  to  pay  25  cents  per 
month  dues.  Any  member  employing  "back-hands'  shall'  have 
their  names  inserted  on  the  membership  roll,  or  be  charged  with 
their  dues.  The  Macdonald  Colliery  Company  has  agreed  to  eon- 
tribute  to  the  Association  ten  per  cent,  of  the  total  collections. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Sec.  1.  In  case  a  member  of  this  Association  receives  an  injury 
by  an  accident,  ten  days  shall  constitute  the  first  week  of  disa- 
bility, for  which  three   dollars  per  week  for  the  first  three  weeks, 
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and  five  dollars  per  week  for  the  next  sixteen  weeks  shall  be 
paid.  In  no  case  shall  benefits  be  allowed  longer  than  nineteen 
weeks,  nor  for  more  than  the  above  prescribed  amounts. 

Sec.  2,  In  case  of  the  death  of  a  member  of  this  Association 
resulting  from  an  accident,  the  sum  of  Fifty  Dollars  shall  be 
paid  to  his  widow  or  legal  heirs,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  his 
funeral  expenses,  etc.,  and  so  long  as  the  widow  does  not  re- 
marry, and  remains  in  the  property  of  the  Macdonald  Colliery 
Company,  this  Association  shall  provide  house-rent,  fuel  and 
medical  services. 

In  case  of  the  loss  of  a  limb,  the  claimant,  on  giving  one 
week's  notice  to  the  secretary,  may  draw  at  once  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  his  nineteen  weeks  benefits,  as  he  elects. 

This  is  not  to  conflict  with  Art.  I.  Sec.  1,  providing  special 
benefits. 

Sec.  ;>.  In  case  of  the  death  of  a  member  of  this  Association 
from'  natural  causes,  Thirty-five  Dollars  shall  be  paid  to  his 
widow  or  legal  heirs,  to  defray  funeral  expenses.  In  the  absence 
of  legal  heirs,  the  committee  shall  make  burial  arrangements, 
pay  all  expenses  from  deceased's  benefits;  the  residue,  if  any, 
to  revert  to  the  treasury. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  affairs  of  this  Association  shall  be  managed  by  a  commit- 
tee of  five  adult  members,  and  a  secretary,  treasurer  and  two 
auditors,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  twelve  months;  the  treas- 
urer to  be  selected  by  The  Macdonald  Colliery  Company,  said 
Company  retaining  and  being  responsible  for  the  funds.  The 
secretary,  the  two  auditors,  and  two  of  the  committeemen  shall 
be  elected  annually,  on  the  second  Saturday  in  January.  The 
other  three  committeemen  shall  be  elected  annually  on  the  sec- 
ond Saturday  in  July. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

Duties  <>/  tit,  Officers — Secretary's  Duties. 

Sec.  1.  The  secretary  shall  keep  the  minutes  of  the  Associa- 
tion, a  record  of  the  members,  and  of  all  benefits  paid,  and  the 
date  of  injury  and  duration  of  disability,  and  shall  submit  the 
physician's  certificates  to  the  committee,  at  their  regular  month- 
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]y  meeting,  and  if  approved,  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  amount 
due,  which  order  shall  be  signed  by  at  least  two  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  delivered  by  the  secretary  to  the  treasurer,  a  memoran- 
dum of  same  being  given  to  claimant,  which  he  will  present  to 
the  treasurer  for  payment. 

The  secretary  shall  submit  all  books,  papers,  etc.,  of  the  As- 
sociation to  the  examination  of  the  auditors  at  stated  inter- 
vals, and  shall  render  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Associa- 
tion at  the  regular  semi-annual  meetings. 

The  secretary  may  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Association  at  any  time  he  thinks  necessary,  or  he  shall  call  a 
meeting  on  the  written  request  of  three  committeemen,  or  of 
twenty  members,  no  other  business  to  be  transacted  than  that  for 
which  such  meeting  is  called. 

The  secretary  shall  be  paid  for  his  services  twenty-five  dollars 
per  annum. 

Duties  of  the  Treasurer. 

Sec.  2.  The  treasurer  shall  receive  all  funds,  keep  an  accurate 
account  of  all  collections  and  disbursements,  and  submit  a  finan- 
cial statement  to  the  committee  monthly.  He  shall  withhold  the 
regular  monthly  dues  out  of  all  benefits  paid. 

He  shall  furnish  each  member  of  this  Association  a  copy  of 
these  by-laws,  collecting  five  cents  each  for  the  same. 

He  shall  pay  out  no  money  except  on  an  order  from  the  secre- 
tary and  two  of  the  committemen,  and  shall  take  receipts  for  all 
money  paid  out. 

Duties  of  tht  Anditors. 

Sec.  3.  The  two  auditors  shall  examine  the  books  of  the  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  two  weeks  previous  to  the  semi-annual  meet- 
ings, and  render  a  true  report  on  same  at  said  meetings. 

Committee* &  Duties. 

Sec.  4.  The  committee  shall  have  full  control  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Association,  conforming  with  the  by-laws,  and  shall  meet 
monthly  for  the  transaction  of  business,  receive  the  secretary's 
reports,  investigate  all  claims  and  if  approved,  instruct  the  sec- 
retary to  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  same. 

In  the  case  of  an  injured  member,  this  committee  may,  on  the 
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recommendation  of   the  attending  physician,  employ  a   nurse  for 
not  more  than  one  week,  the  wages  at  their  discretion. 

Injur,  <l  Mi  lilbi  VS. 

Sec.  5.  In  case  a  member  meets  with  an  injury  while  at  his 
work,  or  in  going  to,  or  returning  from  work,  he,  or  some  one  in 
his  behalf,  shall  report  at  once  to  his  foreman,  and  notify  the  sec- 
retary, and  one  of  the  committeemen,  who  will  report  the  case 
at  the  ne\t  regular  committee  meeting.  The  injured  member 
must  have  a  physician's  attendance,  the  resident  physician  of  the 
Company,  if  practicable,  whose  certificate  of  disability  he  shall 
present  to  the  secretary  on  making  application  for  benefits. 
Should  any  member  while  drawing  benefits,  become  inebriated, 
or  engage  in  any  kind  of  work,  or  do  anything  tending  to  retard 
his  recovery,  and  it  he  reported  to  the  committee  and  the  charge 
sustained,  he  shall  forfeit  all  further  benefits.  He  may,  if  he 
thinks  himself  aggrieved,  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  com- 
mittee to  a  full  meeting  of  the  members  in  a  regular  manner. 

Should  any  member  who  has  been  drawing  benefits,  return  to 
work,  and  after  two  days  finds  himself  unfit,  he  shall  report  to 
his  foreman,  the  secretary,  etc.,  the  same  as  in  the  first  place, 
when  his  benefits  shall  continue,  the  wages  so  earned  being  de- 
ducted therefrom.  Should  any  member  not  conform  with  the 
foregoing  regulations,  he  shall  forfeit  all  benefits,  and  can  only 
lie  reinstated  by  as  majority  vote  of  the  members  present  at  a 
meeting  called  for  that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Changes  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws.    - 

This  Association  cannot  be  dissolved,  nor  the  by-laws  changed 
or  any  amendments  made,  except  on  the  two-thirds  vote  of  a 
meeting  of  the  adult  members,  at  which  one-half  of  the  members 
of  the  Association  shall  be  present.  All  other  questions  may  be 
decided  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  members  present. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

What  ( \  nstitutes  an  llAccid(  nt." 

To  entitle  a  claimant  to  benefits,  disability  must  be  incurred 
while    at  work,  or  while   going  to  or  coming  from   work.      An  old 
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sprain,  wound,  or  sore,  or  any  wound  received  in  a  quarrel  or 
brawl,  or  by  the  discharge  of  firearms,  no  matter  by  whom  dis- 
charged, will  uot.be  considered  an  accident  in  the  meaning  of 
these  by-laws.  Any  ailment  of  the  body  caused  by  the  elements, 
such  as  sunstroke,  frost  bite,  or  arising  from  miasma  consequent 
on  marshy  land,  wet  work  in  mines,  insufficient;  ventilation 
fumes  from  ammunition  used  in  mines  or  anything  of  a  like  na- 
ture, shall  not  be  deemed  an  accident  within  the  meaning  of 
these  by-laws. 

JOHN  FENWICK,  Secretary. 
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IMPROVEMENTS    WHICH    HAVE    BEEN    MADE    AT    THE 

MINES  IN  THE  STATE  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

JUNE  THE  30TH,  1807. 

Harrison  County. 

Samuel  Hines  &  Co. 

Has  opened  up  the  Pittsburg  coal  on  the  Monongahela  River 
Railroad  at  Enterprise,  and  has  equipped  the  plant  suitably  for 
loading  railroad  cars. 

Coulson  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Has.  during  the  past  year,  opened  the  Pittsburgh  coal  on  the 
Monongahela  River  Railroad  near  Enterprise,  and  has  built  a 
substantial  tipple  and  placed  it  in  order  for  the  separation  and 
loading  of  coal  into  railroad  cars. 

Hancock    County. 
W.  S.  Marquette. 

Has  built  a  new  tipple  and  constructed  1,250  ft.  of  standard 
gauge  track  to  the  tipple. 

Ma ri<i a  County. 
J.  A.  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Has  opened  up  the  Pittsburgh  coal  on  the  Monongahela  River 
Railroad  near  Worthington,  and  has  equipped  the  plant  with  a 
modern,  steel  tipple.  This  is  the  first  steel  tipple  that  has  been 
erected  in  this  county  and  besides  being  a  serviceable  and  durable 
structure,  it  is  well  arranged  for  the  easy  handling  of  the  mine 
cars  and  is  an  ornament  to  the  plant. 

West  Fairmont  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Has,  at  the  West  Fairmont  Shaft,  constructed  a  bin  for  coal- 
ing railroad  engines.  The  apron  and  cut-oil  which  is  used  on  this 
bin  are  unique  and  worthy  of  attention  of  other  operators  who 
have  occasion  to  construct  shoots  having  an  adjustable  feed 
door. 

At  the  New  England  plant,  two  tubular  boilers,  an  endless 
rope  haulage  plant,  dynamo  and  four  Jeffrey  electrical  mine  ma- 
chines, have  been  installed. 
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Marshall  ( bunty. 
Glendale  Coal  Co. 

Has  installed  one  two-Hue  steel  boiler. 

Moundsville  Coal  Co. 

During  the  past  year  a  part  of  the  head  house  over  the  shaft 
and  u  part  of  the  tipple  house  were  destroyed  by  lire.  The  dam- 
aged parts  have  been  replaced  by  new  material  and  a  new  pair  of 
scales  put  in. 

Mineral  County. 
Davis  Coal  and  Coke  Co. 

At  the  Windom  Big  Vein,  during  the  past  year,  one-half  mile 
of  tramway  has  been  constructed  to  be  used  in  hauling  mine  cars 
to  the  head  of  the  incline  plane. 

Preston  County. 

Austin  Coke  Works. 

For  the  purpose  of  draining  water  from  the  mine,  2,800  feet 
of  wood  pipe  have  been  placed  in  the  mine,  and  to  make  their 
haulage  way  more  perfect,  12  tons  of  16  lb.  steel  T  rails  have 
been  added  to  the  tracks  inside  of  the  mine. 

Merchants  Coal  Co. 

Has  replaced  the  coal  bins,  used  for  coaling  railroad  engines, 
which  were  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  year,  and  has  increased 
the  number  of  pockets. 

Taylor  County. 
Gates  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Has  constructed  houses  over  tipple  and  drum  and  sunk  an 
air  shaft. 

Tucker  County. 

Cumberland  Coal  Co. 

Has  constructed  ten  Bee  Hive  coke  ovens,  one  mile  of  tram- 
way,  one  new    tipple,  a  large    slack  bin  and  ten   dwelling  houses. 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Coketon  Plants  Nos.  2  and  ;>.  The  mam  heading  in  No.  3 
mine  has  been  graded  for  a  distance  of  8,000  feet  and  track 
raised,  in  some  places,  \"2  feet  above  its  former  grade,  and  a    new 
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track  with  steel  rails  placed  on  the  new  grade.  Two  coal  storage 
bins,  each  having  a  capacity  of  000  tons  have  been  constructed  a 
short  distance  from  Nos.  2  and  3  tipples.  These  coal  bins  are  fed  i 
by  chain  conveyors  and  communicate  with  each  other  by  a  hori- 
zontal conveyor,  all  of  which  are  driven  by  electricity.  These 
are  the  largest  coal  bins  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  if  not 
the  largest  in  the  entire  State,  and  are  constructed  of  hemlock, 
securely  braced  and  tied  with  iron  rods. 

Thomas  Drift  No.  1.  The  main  entry  in  this  mine  has  been 
graded  for  a  distance  of  1,500  feet  and  a  new  track  with  steel  rails 
placed  on  the  new  grade.  A  man-way  has  been  extended  from 
the  right  section  of  this  mine  to  the  outside  and  is  well  timbered. 
Four.  General  electric  mining  machines  have  been  placed  in  this 
mine  for  cutting  the  coal.  A  new  set  of  elevators  has  been  placed 
to  feed  the  slack  Inns  for  the  coke  ovens  at  the  Thomas  Drift 
mine.     These  elevators  are  driven  by  electrical  power. 

Thomas  Shaft.  A  new  set  of  elevators  has  been  placed  to  feed 
the  storage  bin  for  slack  coal,  which  elevator  is  driven  by  electri- 
cal power. 

Thomas  Plant.  During  the  past  year  there  has  been  installed 
a  central  electrical  power  plane  which  consists  of  one  three 
fase,  100  kilowatt,  General-electric  generator,  driven  by  a  belt  by 
an  engine.  This  is  housed  in  a  one  story  brick  building,  having 
a  plan  of  49  feet  2  inches  by  52  feet  8  inches.  From 
this  power  plant  the  elevating  machinery  at  Coketon  plant, 
which  is  at  a  distance  of  0113  and  a  fourth,  miles  from  the 
power  plant,  the  elevating  machinery  at  the  Thomas  Drift,  the 
Thomas  Shaft  and  the  four  mine  machines  at  the  Thomas  Drift 
are  all  driven.  The  success  with  which  the  foregoing  machinery  lias 
been  driven  has  led  this  Company  to  seriously  contemplate  the 
installation  of  two  more  units  of  power  and  two  electrical  loco- 
motives. 

Thomas  Drift  No.  2.  A  new  tipple  and  a  long,  incline,  storage 
shoot  has  been  placed  on  the  Davis  branch  of  W.  Va.  Central  & 
Pittsburg  Railroad,  one  mile  distant  from  Thomas. 

Kanawha  Count;/. 

The  Kelleys  Creek  Coal  Co. 

No.  2  (Lewiston).     No.  5  seam  of  the  coal  was  opened  at  this 
place  and  shipments  were  begun  the  early  part  of  the  summer. 
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Campbells  Creek  Coal  Co. 

Spring  Fork  Mine  lias  installed  two  Jeffrey  electric  mining 
machines. 

J.  Q.  Dickinson  &  Co.  Quincy  Mine.  This  new  mine  has  been 
opened  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  the  development, 
so  far,  consists  of  a  main  heading  driven  in  fur  several  hundred 
feet. 

The  Charlmore  Coal  Co. 

Charlmore  Mine.  This  is  a  new  mine.  Operations  com- 
menced January  1st,  1(.)7.   Main  heading  driven  for  some  distance. 

Cann niton  Coal  Co. 

No.  2  or  Gas  Coal  Mine.  Ten  coke  ovens  have  been  con- 
structed at  this  plant. 

Riverside  Coal  Co. 

Riverside  Mine.  The  fuel  bins  for  feeding  locomotives  were 
"constructed  at  this  mine. 

.]// (smi  County. 
Camden  Clay  Co. 

Camden  Mine.  A  new  incline  plane  has  been  constructed 
leading  from  the  mine  to  the  Clay  plant. 

Hope  Salt  &  Coal  Co. 

Hope  Mine.  A  great  deal  of  old  wooden  track  used  in  this 
mine  has  been  taken  up  and  replaced  with  10  and  20  pound  T 
iron  rails. 

Consumers  Coal  and  Mining  Co. 

New  Haven  Mine.  There  have  been  installed  at  this  plant, 
1  steam  pump  at  foot  of  slope,  having  a  5-inah  suction  and  a 
It-inch  discharge;  1  electric  pump  for  use  in  the  mine,  having  a 
p-inch  suction  and  24-  inch  discharge,  and  a  new  screen  at  the 
river  tipple. 

Putnam  County. 

Mrs.  B.  McGucken. 

Bancroft  Mine.  One  3-inch  suction  steam  pump  has  been 
installed  at  this  mine. 

Fayette  County. 
\  The  Great  Kanawha  Colliery  Co.,  Limited. 

The  Great  Kanawha  No.  1  mine  has  introduced  at  this  mine  the 
Jeffrey  electric  coal  cutting  machine  and   an  electric  locomotive. 
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Mecca  Goal  &  Coke  Co. 

Mecca  Mine  has  placed  one  12-foot,  steam  driven  fan  at 
this  mine. 

The  Mount  Carbon  Co.,  Limited. 

Vulcan  Mine  At  the  date  of  this  report  this  Company  has 
under  construction  and  installation  a  complete  compressed  air 
plant  for  mining  and  hauling  coal.  The  plant,  when  complete, 
will  be  very  thorough  in  its  equipments,  and  will  consist  of 
Harrison  mining  machines  and  a  compressed  air  locomotive. 
This  Company  is  sparing  no  pains  to  make  this  plant  complete  in 
all  of  its  appointments,  and  its  success  will  be  looked  forward  to 
with  quite  a  great  deal  of  anxiety  by  the  mining  fraternity 
throughout  the  New  River  and  Kanawha  valleys." 

Fayette  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Fayette  Mine.  A  new  furnace  has  been  constructed  at  this 
mine. 

The  Thurmond  Coal  Co. 

Thurmond  Mine.  On  Feb.  18th,  1897,  the  large  tipple  and 
chute  at  this  mine  were  destroyed  by  fire.  These  have  been  re- 
placed by  a  new  tipple  and  chute,  and  new  drums,  ropes,  dumps, 
etc.,  have  been  added  to  the  equipment. 

New  River  Coke  Co. 

North  Side  Mine.  A  tail  rope  haulage  system  has  been  in- 
stalled at  this  plant,  which  system  involves  the  use  of  22,000 
feet  of  rope. 

Greenwood  Coal  Co. 

Greenwood  Mine.  This  is  a  new  mine,  having  been  opened 
up  and  developed   to  a  considerable  ijxt<jnt  during   the  past  year. 

The  Robins  Coal  Co. 

Robins  Mine.  This  is  a  new  mine  which  was  opened  Feb. 
1st,  '96,  and  has  been  properly  equipped  for  loading  railroad  cars. 
and  the  necessary  houses  have  been  constructed  for  the  accom- 
modation of  their  employes. 

Harvey  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Harvey  Mine.  A  rope  haulage  system  has  been  installed  at 
this  mine. 
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The  Star  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Star  Mine.  A  Dulex  steam  pump  has  been  installed  at  this 
mine. 

Sun  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Sun  Mine.  This  is  a  mine  and  plant  which  is  now  under 
construction.  The  tipples  and  necessary  buildings  are  not  as  yet 
completed. 

Dun  loop  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Dunloop  Mine.  Three  thousand  feet  of  new  railroad  track 
graded  and  a  new  opening  for  a  coal  mine  constitute  the  improve- 
ments at  this  plant. 

The  Macdonald  Colliery  Co. 

Macdonaid  Mine.  A  rope  haulage  system  has  been  installed 
at  this  mine. 

Ballinger  Coal  Co. 

Ballinger  Mines  Nos.  1  and  2.  A  drum  has  been  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  incline  in  No.   .  .  mine. 

• 
Blume  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Blume  Plant.  Five  tenement  houses  have  been  constructed 
at  this  plant. 

McDowell  Count//. 

Turkey  Gap  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Turkey  Gap  Mine.  During  the  past  year  a  set  of  Evans  and 
Morgan  crushers  were  placed  at  the  tipple  and  one  new  locomo- 
tive added  to  the  motive  power.  A  twenty  foot  fan  is  under 
construction. 

Elk  Ridge  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Elk  Ridge  Mine  has  added  one  steam  locomotive  for  hauling 
mine  cars. 

The  Roanoke  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Roanoke  Mine.  A  new  drift  mouth  has  beer,  opened  and  a 
new  incline  plane  built  to  replace  the  old  one,  which  has  been 
abandoned. 

Gilliam  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Gilliam  Mine.     At    this  plant    there  is  under  construction  a 
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large  steel  tipple.  When  completed  this  structure  will  be  well 
worth  a  study  by  the  mining  fraternity.  Further  reference  will 
be  made  to  this  tipple  in  a  subsequent  report. 

Eureka  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Eureka  Mine."  A  coal  preparing  plant,  equipped  with  the 
necessary  crushers;  a  store  building  and  other  general  improve- 
ments have  been  made  at  this  mine  at  a  cost  aggregating  over 
$19,000.00. 

Shawnee  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Shawnee  Mine.  Two  36-inch  by  40  feet  steel  cylinder  boilers 
have  been  set  up  near  the  tipple  and  properly  housed;  a  new  tip- 
ple completed  and  a  800-foot  artesian  well  bored  for  supplying 
coke  plant  with  water. 

Peerh-ss  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Peerless  Mine.  A  compressed  air  haulage  plant  has  been  in- 
stalled at  this  mine  and  put  into  service. 

Logan  Consolidated  Coal  Co. 

Has  constructed  a  new  furnace  in  their  mine  and  made  other 
improvements  in  a  general  way. 

Pearl  Coal  Co. 

Pearl  Mine.  This  Company,  formerly  the  Pearl  Mining  Co., 
has  under  construction  a  tail  rope  haulage  and  an  electrical  min- 
ing machine  plant  which  will  shortly  be  placed  in  operation. 

Mingo  County. 
Maritime  Coal  Company. 

Maritime  Mine  There  has  been  installed  at  this  plant  dur- 
ing the  past  year  an  electrical  power  plant  consisting  of  a  genera- 
tor; driving  engine  and  three  Jeffrey  coal  cutting  machines. 
Several  new  houses  have  been  completed  and  about  two  miles  of 
entry  excavated  in  the  mine. 

GREAT  KANAWHA  RIVER  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Under  the  heading  of  general  improvements  at  the  collieries  in 
the  State,  it  is  considered  well  worth  the  while  to  inake  a  few 
comments  upon  the  work  which  has  been  done  by  way  of  improv- 
ing an  important  waterway  in  the  State. 

The  Great   Kanawha  River  will  soon  be  locked    and  dammed  a 
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distance  of  00  miles,  from  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio  River  at 
Point  Pleasant  to  the  Kanawha  Falls.  In  fact,  it  is  proposed  to 
have  all  the  locks  completed  before  the  expiration  of  thie  year 
1898.  The  progress  of  the  work  at  present  indicates  that  the  last 
statement  will  be  realized  before  the  next  annual  report  of  the 
Mine  Inspector  is  due. 

What  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the  impetus  which  this  condi- 
tion will  give  the  coal  business  in  Kar.awha  county  can  well  be 
applied  to  the  counties  of  Putnam  and  Boone. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  a  variety  of  workable  coals  are  in 
abundance  on  Coal  River  and  its  tributaries.  The  delay  in  the 
development  of  this  field  has  been  the  lack  of  transportation  fa- 
cilities. 

It  is  not  vain  to  predict  that,  at  some  day  not  far  distant, 
the  Boone  county  coal  will  add  materially  to  the  river  shipments 
of  coal  down  the  Great  Kanawha. 

STRIKES. 

During  the  past  year  the  coal  mining  industry  of  this  State  has 
been  practically  unaffected  by  strikes  among  the  miners  or  work- 
men. There  have  been  no  strikes  of  any  consequence  in  which 
any  large  number  of  men  were  engaged  for  any  length  of  time. 
The  only  strike  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  during  the  past 
year  was  in  Brooke  county,  where  the  miners  were  on  a  strike  for 
a  few  days  on  account  of  the  installation  of  Diamond  screen  bars 
at  one  of  the  collieries.  This  strike  involved  only  about  fifty 
men  and  lasted  about  a  week. 

Brooke  County. 
Blanche  Mine. 

During  June  the  miners,  numbering  about  85,  at  this  mine, 
declared  a  strike  portesting  against  the  use  of  diamond  screen 
bars  which  the  company  had  placed  in  the  chute.  This  strike 
lasted  about  two  weeks  and  affected  50  men,  including  miners 
and  other  employes. 

Kanawha  Comity* 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  '96,  the  miners  at  the  Ronda 
mine  of  the  Coalburg  Colliery  Co.,  numbering  about  sixty,  came 
out  on  a  strike  and  remained  idle  for  a  few  weeks,  owing  to  the 
reduction  in  the  price  of  mining  from  2\y  to  2/.  The  miners 
eventually  accepted  the  reduction  and  resumed  work. 
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Mason  County. 
Liverpool  Salt  &  Coal  Co. 

During  the   past  year  a  new    mine  boss  was  placed  in    charg 
of  the  Juhling  mine.     The  miners  were  not    satisfied  with  the  se- 
lection and  about  L8  men  came  out  on    a  strike.     This  strike  was 
declared  off  by  the  Company  paying    these  men  their    wages    and 
discharging  them. 

Kanawha  County. 

Big  Mountain  Mining  Co. 

Mines  Nos.  1  and  2.  The  miners  at  these  mines,  numbering 
about  100  men,  struck  on  Aug.  loth  on  account  of  the  reduction 
in  the  price  for  mining.  On  Sept.  23rd  the  men  returned  to 
work  at  the  reduction. 

Montgomery  Coal  Co. 

At  the  Consolidated  mine  about  eighty  men  were  thrown 
out  of  employment  from  July  80th  to  Oct.  27th  by  a  strike  which 
was  made  by  the  miners  for  an  advance  in  the  price  of  mining  of 
one-fourth  of  a  cent  per  bushel.  The  miners  resumed  work  at  the 
advanced  price  for  which  they  had  struck. 

Fayettt  County. 

W.  R.  Johnson  &  Co. 

Harewood  Mine.  The  miners  of  this  mine  were  out  on  a 
strike  from  Aug.  24th  to  Oct,  3rd,  they  having  rebelled  against 
the  reduction  of  wages  as  proposed  by  the  Company.  The  men 
finally  resumed  work  at  the  reduced  price. 

At  the  Thurmond  mine,  belonging  to  the  Thurmond  Coal  Co., 
the  miners  were  notified  on  or  about  May  the  20th,  '97,  that 
when  the  mine  was  started  after  the  completion  of  the  new  shoot, 
the  price  of  mining  would  be  made  80  cents  per  ton  of  2,240  lbs. 
for  R.  of  M.  coal.  The  men  refused  to  return  to  work  at  the 
price  named  and  on  the  10th  day  of  July  this  mine  was  still  idle. 
During  the  building  of  the  new  tipple  and  shoot,  which  were  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  a  number  of  miners  from  this  point  sought  work 
elsewhere  in  the  district. 

M'rngo  County. 

Thacker  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  one  strike  at  this  mine 
in  which  L50  men  were    involved,  which  lasted  only  three  or  four 
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days.  The  cause  of  the  strike  was  due  to  a  reduction  in  wages  and 
the  size  of  the  mining  cars.  The  grievance  was  settled  by  a  com- 
promise. 

ACCIDENTS. 

During  the  year  ending  June-  30th,  ls(.)7.  there  were  62  fatal 
and  L67  non-fatal  accidents  in  and  about  the  coal  mines  in  this 
►State.  There  were  three  less  fatal  and  35  more  non -fatal  than 
during  the  preivous  year.  The  non-fatal  accidents  given  for  ls(.»T 
include  a  large  number  of  minor  accidents  which  it  has  not  been 
customary  heretofore  to  report. 

As  to  the  causes  of  the  accidents  occurring  during  the  past  year 
;>7.  1 1  per  cent,  were  caused  by  falls  of  roof  and  slate;  13.  10  per 
cent,  by  falls  of  coal:  21.83  per  cent,  by  the  mine  cars  and  2.62 
per  cent,  by  premature  explosions. 

By  a  study  of  the  reports  it  is  found  that  a  very  large  percent- 
age of  the  accidents  resulting  from  the  above  named  causes  are 
due  to  carele°sness  and  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  employs. 

In  the  counties  of  Fayette  and  McDowell  there  are  a  great 
many  men  of  little  experience  employed  as  miners.  This  is  an- 
other cause  of  accidents.  The  men  are  not  versed  in  the  precau- 
tions which  are  necessary  to  be  observed  in  the  timbering  of  the 
roof  and  scragging  the  coal  while  being  undercut.  On  several  oc- 
casions men  have  hist  their  lives  on  the  first  day  they  entered 
the  mine  tor  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  mining  of  coal. 
Such  cases  can  only  lie  deplored  and  attributed  to  ignorance  of 
the  dangers  on  the  part  of  the  persons  thus  injured  or  killed. 

The  mine  foreman  should  not  be  averse  to  instructing  new 
men  in  regard  to  the  precautions  to  be  observed,  and  all  possible 
dangers  should  be  pointed  out  to  an  apprenticed  miner. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  analysis  of  accidents  given  in  this 
report  will  be  studied  by  mine  foremen  and  miners  with  a  view  of 
reducing  the  number  of  accidents.  By  a  more  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  conditions  which  cause  the  accidents  it  may  be  that 
it  will  be  possible  to  foresee  a  great  many  dangerous  conditions 
and  thereby  avert  casualties  which  would  otherwise  result  in  the 
loss  of  life  or  serious  injury  of  persons  employed  in  the  mines. 
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Table  showing  the  number  and   character  of  accidents  which 
occurred  in  each  county  duirng  the  12  months  ending  June  80th, 

1897. 


Falls     of 
Koof. 

Falls     of 
Coal. 

Mine 
Cars. 

Miscel- 
laneous. 

Total. 

43 
3 

Counties. 

a 
fa 

13 
43 

03 
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43 

a 

fa 
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43 
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1 
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"3 

a 

fa 

"3 

03 
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c3 
fa 

13 
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fa 

o3 

43 

c3 
•O 

1 

41 
1 

20 
2 
4 
1 
4 
1 
5 

85 
(3 

80 

16 
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< 

43 

o 

Harrison 

1 

Marion 

Marshall 

2 

1 

16 
1 

1 

18 

»> 

11 

5 
1 
1 

46 
2 

Mineral 

1 

20 

21 

Ohio 

1 

1 

2 

Preston 

2 
I 

2 

4 

Taylor 

1 

Tucker 

4 

2 

1 

4 
1 
8 
9 

7 

1 
16 

2 
20 

7 
2 

62 

11 

1 

Kanawha . 

1 
7 
1 
18 
4 
2 

85 

2 

11 

3 

6 

7 

4 

6 

Fayette 

Mingo 

McDowell.  .  . 

11 
1 

14 
6 

8 

1 
4 

1 

4 

2 
4 
8 

2 

2 

2 

51 
8 

1 

(3 

50 
23 

2 

Totals.  .  .  . 

50 

12 

18 

7 

48 

8 

56 

229 
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Table  showing  the  number  and  percentage  of  accidents  result- 
ing from  the  various  causes,  during  the  12  months  ending  June 
30th.,  1897. 


Causes. 


Falls  of  the  roof 

Falls  of  coal 

Injured  by  mine  cars 

Premature  explosions 

Falls  down  shaft 

Injured  by  railraod  cars  .  . 

Falls  from  tipple 

Injured  by  mine  machines 

Horses  and  mules 

Mine  locomotives 

Miscellaneous 


Totals 


62    167    229100.00 


37.11 

13  10 

21.83 

2.62 

.44 

1.31 

.44 

1.75 

1.31 

1.75 

18.34 


TO  Annual  Report 

Summary  of  the  Fatal  Accidents  Which  Occurred  in  the  State 


« 

Name  of  Couuty. 

Name  of  Mine. 

Name  of  Person  Killed 

Date  of 

p 

Injury. 

Aug.  1  ..  . 
Aug.    11... 
Oct     30... 
Mch.   25.. 
June  4. .. 

Feb.  3  

Dec.  IS 

July  21.  . 
Dec.  28.... 
Feb.  9    .... 
Mch.   3.... 
Men.  10... 
Apr.  30  ... 

Death. 

1 
a 

Marion 

Montana  

Isaac  Rolinci 

Aug. 6  

Aug.  11.... 

K 

Montana  

Monongah  No . 3 
Gaston   

Glendale  Shaft  .... 

Elk  Garden... 

Douglas  No    1 

Douglas  No    1 

Thomas  Shaft 

Ooketon  No.  3 

Thomas  Shaft 

Ooketon  No.  3 

Ooketon  No    3 

Hlunie 

Beechwood 

M  T.Davis.JiCo.No.5 
Digby 

John  W.  Rowe 

John  T.   McGraw 

4 

5 

Marshall  

Mineral 

March  25. 

6 

•8 

John  Stercula 

Iheo.   Rhodes 

John  Yetinskey 

William   Miller 

Baccus  Overton 

Peter  Bertusky 

Fnnk  Lute 

Miles  Hair. 

Feb.  3    . . 

Dec.  28... 

July  21.... 
Dec.   28. 

9 

10 

Feb.  !> 

1  1 

Mch.   ::  .  . 

12 

13 

Mch.    10.. 
June  14... 

14 

15 
Ifi 

Fayette 

Lewis   Price  

July  10.. 
Sept     19  . 
Oct.    16... 
Nov.  16... 
Jan.   10  ... 
Jan.   25  . 
Mch.    12... 
Mch.   26.. 
Apr.  12.... 
May  18... 
May  IS  ... 
May  24... 
Juue 3   .. 
Juue3   ... 
June  It. 
July  20. 

.luue  29  .. 

Apr.  6  .... 
May  27.. 

July  13.... 

uct.   6..  .. 

July  10..  . 
July  28  .... 
July  30  ... 
Aug.    17.. 
Oct.  10... 
Oct.  28.... 
Nov.  7      .. 
Nov.  IS  ... 
Nov     18... 

Jan.  4  

Jau.  8   .... 

Fell     6      ... 

Mch     s 

Mch      15 
Mch     22.. 
Mav.  7    ... 

May   -    . 
May  13  ... 
June    4... 
June  22... 

Aug.    3 
Sept.  21.. 
Oct.   23... 
Nov.  19.... 
Mch,   2     . 
M-y  5   .  . 
June  25  .. 

July  10.  .. 
Sept.    l'.i  .. 

17 

is 

Nov.  17... 

19 

St.  Clair 

Thurmond 

Oliver  Blake 

Jack  Counts 

Jau.   10... 

20 

•'I 

Jan.  25  . 
Mch.  12. 

22 
23 
21 

V5 

Gauley  Mountain. 

Fire  Creek 

Collins  Colliery... 

Red    Star 

St.  Clair   

Gauley  Mountain. 
Gauley  Mountain 
Beechwood 

L.  F.  Kincaid 

Walter  Ellis 

John  Surdel 

Oliver  Light 

Mch   27. 
Apr.  14... 

Mav    is 
Mav   18 

May  21 

28 

99 

Elijah    N^al  

1  aniel  Evans 

Frauk  Spain 

R    L    Barker 

Alex  Carter 

L.  K.  Alexander 

Jacob  Akers 

Isaac  Fell 

William   Pinkhard 

Hezekiah  Law 

June  3  

31 

Belmont 

June  29.... 

Putnam 

Apr.  6 

May  27... 

July  13... 

34 

Thacker 

Logan  C'nsolid't'd 

Angle  Colliery   . 
Pulaski 

35 

Oct  6 

36 

July  10.  .. 

:;7 

July  28... 

July  30.... 
Aug.  17... 

:;'i 

Gilliam  

\rdngton 

Jas.H.  Miller 

R.  Edward  Gwynn 

William  Edwards 

Henry  Stakes.      

40 

Oct..  HI    .  .. 

41 

Oct.28   .... 

4" 

Empire 

Norfolk 

Nov.  7 

ia 

Nov.  is. 

ii 

45 
46 

Pulaski 

Rolfe 

Algoma 

Algoma 

Brice  Adkins 

A.  O    Miller 

John  Law 

Dick  Bennett 

Andrew  Sovinsky 

John  R'binsou 

John  Evans 

Nov    is  .. 
Jan     [.. 
Jan.  S    ... 
Feb.   6    .  .. 

4S 

Mch.  i:.. 

Algoma 

Mch.    22.. 

M«y   7 

5'? 

Lick  Branch 

Shawn-*  

Mav   8  

53 

Alexander Honaker 

Thomas  Dewes 

G.  C.  Necessary 

Alfred    Annistou 

W.  H.  Duncan 

Pal  Boes           

Steve  Burslio 

John  Pett     

George  Tiff  any 

Mat,  Jennings 

May  13 

55 
56 

Mercer 

Lynchburg 

Goodwill  ■ 

Pocahontas,  east... 

June  22. 

Aug.3   .  .. 
Sept.  21.... 

58 
59 

60 
61 

62 

Oct.   28.... 

Pocahontas,  east  . 

Goodwin 

Goodwill 

Buckeye 

Nov.  19 

Mch.  2 

May  5 

June  25.... 

INSPECTOR  OF  MlNES. 

During  the  Twelve  (12)  Months  Ending  June  30th,  1897. 
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Summary  of  the  Non-Fatal  Accidents  Which  Occurred  in  the  State 


Name  of  County.  Name  of  Mine.  Name  of  Injured.  Occupation 


Marion 


Despard  No.   2.. 


B.  Flaherty. 


New  England Frank  Johnson 

Montana 0.  E.  Lytor. 

Montana Jack  Kelly 

West  Fairmont  Shaft NicholasCollins 

Montana   Floyd  Watkins 

Montana jE.  A.  Freeman 

Montana I  John  Sfgolar 

Montana Joe  S'ifer 

Montana Uohn  Morgan.. 

Montana jCharles  Stuckey 

Montana I.lohn  Blonor 

New  England Frank  Mings 

Monongah  No.  l' j.Iackson  Boyles 

New  England | Steve  Resusky 

New  England Geo.  Resusky 

Monongah  No.  2 .     Robert  Charleton ... 

Monongah  No.  2 G.  H.  Barnes 

Monongah  No.  3 I.C.Lee    

New  England M.  J.  Risdon  

West  Fairmont  Shaft |  Charles  Sine 

New  England Andrew  Louishock. 

West  Fairmont  Shaft S.  L.  Merrifield 

Montana J.  C.  Jenkins 

Montana    .       IHaysGasKill 

New  England (Charles  Marshall  ... 

New  England Michael  Ilanley 

New  England Charles  Gillispie.... 

|Monongah  No.  2 George  Laugherty  . 

Montana John   Fobis 

West  Fairmont   Shaft Dave  Patrick 

Montana John  Yatske 

Montana      .. 'Walter  Rowe- 

West  Fairmont  Shaft jRobert  Monal 

wo i a -i ha Mike  Bohc*»ock 

Gaston  i  e\\  is  Gl  ver 

Montana Gt*oi'ge  n&iiko 

Montana 3tev<*  Tobacco 

Montana. foe  Morinko 

Montaua ^ojeis  Boyce. 

Montana .Andy    Satehady 

Montana John  Morgan 


Glendale 


warden. 
Garden 
Garden. 
Garden 
Garden 
Garden . 
Garden 
Garden 
Harden 
l, a i  den. 
Garden 
Gaideu.. 
Garden. 
Garden. 
Garden 
Garden, 
Garden 
Garden. 
Gardar. 
<  iarden . 


Elm  i.  rove  Shaft. 
Gilchrist  


ruMieltou. 
Tu'inelton. 


John  Stercule. 


John  Burke 

Thomas  C  loke  .... 

P.  C.   Paugh 

W  ilson  Gray 

G  .  Jenkins 

u.  N    Dyke 

A.  E    Simons 

A     Henrv        

William  Willis. 

r.  J.  Boylou 

Bud  Harvey    

Henry  Simmons   . 

.1     M      Moore 

John  Wilson 

R     Ruseett 

Wil  liitm  S\  msson 
A    E    Simmons  ... 

J    K    Hanger 

James   Moore  ...  . 
A    T.  Fleming.  Jr 


Ernest  Aulfnan. 
Albert   Cook 


Dun 

L.    Myers 
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During  the  Twelve  (12)  Months  Ending  June  80th.,  1897 


Date  of 
Accident. 

How  Injured. 

Nature  of  Injuries. 

55 

o 

Oct.  8 

189 

189 

is:  i 

IS!) 
189f 

IS'.JI 
1891 
1SSII 

189f 
189f 

ISill 
1S')I 

is:  ii 

i8we 

IS:  ii 
is:-n 
ism 

1  S'Ji 
ism 

IS!  H 

is:  ii 
1897 

1897 
1897 

IS!  17 
1897 
1897 
1S97 
is:  17 

IS!  IT 
1897 
1S97 
is:  17 
1S97 
1S97 

>  Fallot  coal 

Aug.    18 

Sept.  22 

Sept.  30 

Oct.   10 

>  Mine  cars 

Mine  cars 

Miue  cars 

Oct.  12 

Rope  haulage 

Oct.   13 

Foot  broken   

7 

Oct.   29 

Fall  of  slate  

Oct.  30  

Slight  injuries 

Nov.  2 

Fall  of  slate 

Mine  car 

Mine  car 

10 

Nov.   5 

Nov.   5 

Nov.  14 

Nose  cut 

Headcut 

Shoulder  dislocated  and  legs  fractured 

11 

13 
14 

Nov.  18 

Pall  of  slate 

Fall  of  slate 

Dec.  3 

Bruised , 

Thumb  cut  off 

Leg  mashed 

Hack  injured 

Foot  and  ankle  mashed 

Two  fingers  mashed  off '. 

Wounded  scalp  and  fractured  thigh 

Ankle  sprained 

Head  cut 

Dec.  8 

Dec.  9.. 

Dec.  it 

Klectric  locomotive... 
Mine  cars      

17 
18 
19 

Dec.  JO 

Dec.  16 

Dec    23 

Fall  of  slate 

Jan    27 

23 
24 

25 
26 

27 

Jan    29 

Fall  of  slate 

Feb. 3 

Iron  rod 

Feb.  4 

FiDger  mashed 

Finger  cutoff 

Feb. 28 

March  5....*. 

Mine  machine 

March  11 

March  27 

Electric    locomotive. 
Fall  of  slate 

Leg  crushed  off 

29 
30 

Apr.  15 

MiDe  car  

Fall  of  slate  

Mav  10 

May  11 

Oil   bottle 

Axe 

Thigh  cut 

May  21 

34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 

May  28 

June  4 

June  10 

1S97 

Fall  of  slate 

June  11 

Mine  prop 

June   12. 

•897  Fall  of  slate 

L897  Lump,  of  coal  ... 

18971  H'al  1  of  slate 

1897  Fall  of  slate  ... 

June    13 

June   15...... 

June   16 

Headcut 

Leg  broken 

Slight   injuries 

Feb.  3 

1897 
1896 

.V.lli 

s:n; 
sin; 
896 
siir, 
s:.r, 
896 
si  17 
S97 
.-97 
S97 
8!  17 
897 
897 
897 
si)7 

897 
897 

897  1 

S97 

896  J 
896] 

Fall  of  slate 

Head  cut   

43 

44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
Ciii 

61 
62 
63 

64 
65 

[66 

67 

Aug.    1 

Aug.    28 

Sept.   4 

Sept.  7 

Sept.   22.    ... 
Oct.    1 

Oct.   5_  .. 

Slightly  injured 1 

Sliyhtly  injured 

Slightly  injured 

siigntlv  injured 

Slightly  injured 

Slightly  injured 

Slightly  iujuivd 

S  ightly  injured ............... 

Slightly  iniured 

slightly  injured 

Slightly  injured 

Dec.  20  

Jan    9 

Jan.  16 

Keb.  2.     1 

Mcli.    22. 
Mch.   27  .     J 

"all  of  sla'te 

line  cars 

'all  nf  coal    1 

^all  of  coal   

Apr.  14  

Slightly  ii.  aired 

Apr.  2u 

Slightly  injured 

May    1    ] 

May  17  l 

May   is l 

June9  ] 

June  14 11 

March  11 1 

Apr.  24 1 

Slightly  injured  

slightly  injured ' 

Slightly  injured 

Slightly  injured    

slightly  injured 

.eg  broken 

/eg  broken 

Nov.  8 1 

Nov.   28  1 

lip  bruised 

jeg    broken                            
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Summary  of  the  Non-Fatal  Accidents  Which  Occurred  in  the  State 


o 

Name  of  County. 

Name  of  Mine. 

Name  of  Injured. 

Occupation. 

68 

Preston 

Austin 

Austin 

Gates  No.  1 

noketon  No.  3 

Coketon  No.  3 

Thomas  Drift 

Edward  Whittaker    

Morgan  Pratt 

Delbert  Ried 

Pasquae  Munn   

Driver 

70 

Taylor 

Miner    

;■> 

lames  Demassly 

Edward  Cuuliff   

Herman   Peffner 

Rob-rt  Guuno 

A.  P.  Crawford 

H.  Meadows 

Laborer 

7SS 

Mason   

New  Haven 

Campbell's  Creek 

Spring  Fork 

Honda 

78 

Mine  Boss 

Fayette 

81 

Red  Ash 

Macdouald 

M.  T.  Davis  &  Co.  No.  5... 
M.  T.  Davis*  Co.  No.  5.... 
M    T.  Davis  &  Co.  No.  5... 

Chas    Hoody 

Jas.  Redd 

Richard  McKinnev 

Jas.   \\\  Whitlock.  

Miner  

83 

st 

Wm.  Pondexter 

Driver 

St.   Clair      

Ii  river 

Rfi 

Bird  Musefe 

B.  F.  Dorsev 

Phillip  Shepard 

90 

Crescent  

Macdonald  

Dnrrmer 

Tucker  Banks 

IVuican 

X 

m 

97 
98 





= 

Crescent  

Southside 

Red  Ash 

Ed  P-M-ry     

■  oeFa'eut             

John  Hornback 

Miner 

Driver 

George  H»ck  

Vulcan 

Perrv  Martin 

John  Wolfe  

Crescent      

Forest  Hill 

Spragger  

110 

M.  T.  Davis  <S  Co.  No.   5.... 

Dubrae 

St.  Clair 

Robins   

Rush   Run  

Rush   Run   

Logan  Consolidated 

Jack  Brooks 

Fleming  Green   .... 

Charles  Vickars 

Robert  Price      

Laborer, 

113 

Mine  Boss 

Mingo 

Tohn  A.  Smith 

118 
119 

Pearl  OoalCo 

Pearl  Coal  Co       

Bass  Savage         

Albert  Mitchell  

Richard  Kephart   

Ander-on  scale .... 

.1.  B    Duffev 

Driver 

Miner 

McDowell 

M'chine  help. 

121 
122 
123 

Powhatan 

Miner 

H.    P.   Wolfe 

Henry  Finney  

John  Thornton 

Andrew  Jeffries    

'■•eorge  Finney 

125 

127 

128 

Bottom   Creek 

Pulaski 

Pulaski 

Miner          

Laborer 

Winifred  McCou 

Emory  Wynes 

131 

Bottom   Creek 

Miner 

Inspector  of  Mines. 
Daring  the  Twelve  (12)Months  Ending  June  80th,  1897. 
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Date  of 
Accident. 


March  ... 
June  22  . 

Aug.    12. 

Jan .  9 . . . 
Jan.  27... 
Feb.  1.  .. 

May  20  .. 


June  8 1897 

Mch.  In lsy 

Men.  18. 1897 

Men.  19 189' 

Apr.  14    ....  189' 


1896 


July  6. 

July  25 

July  28 1896 

Juiv  31    ...     1 1890 

July  31 

Aug.  29 

Sept.   5 

Sept.  9 

Oct.  5. 

Oct.  19... 

Nov.  14 1 1896 

Nov  .  1    ... 

Nov.  23   jl»9b 

Nov.  24  ... 
Dec    21  ... 

Jan.  2 

Jau.  6.  . 
Jan.  13  . 
Jan.  14  ... 
Jau.  14  ... 
Jan.  29... 
Feb.  2.  ... 
Feb.  13.. 
Feb.  15  ... 
Feb.  10  ... 
Mch.  19. 
Mch.  24 ... 
Apr.  t.  .... 

Apr.  9 

Apr.  14  .... 

Apr  

June  3 .  . 
June   25  . 


Dec.  1 

Feb.  18  ... 
Feb.  20  ... 
Apr.  12  .. 
May  11  ... 
June  8  I18J' 


How  Iuju:ed. 


Nature  of  Injuries. 


Finger  mashed 
Finger  in  ashed 


Leg  broken. 


Fall  of  lumber. 
Water  wagons. 


Knee  mashed. 
.Arm  broken... 
ILeg  broken 

Leg  broken 


Leg  broken.. 


Mine  car . 
Mine  car. 


Fall  of  coal 

Fall  of  coal 

Fall  of  slate 

Mine  car 

Inclined  plane. 
Mine  car. 


Fall  of  slate.. 
Pall  of  slate 
Mine  car 


Fall  of  coal 

Mine  ear 

Kicked  by  mule 

Kail  of  slate 

Mule 

Fall  of  slate 

Kail  of  slate 

Fall  of  slate 

Fall  of  slate 

Fall  of  slate 

Oar  wheel 

Oil  barrel  explosion. 

Mine  cars 

Fall  of  slate 

Mine  cars 

Fall  of  coal 

Mine  car 

Mine  car 

Fall  off  tipple 

Fall  of  slate 


Explosion  of  cartridge 

Mine   car 

C*r  wheel 


Mine  cars  ... 
Fall  of  eoal. . 
Mine  cars   . 

Minecar 

Fad  of  coal.. 
Fall  of  slate.. 


July 
July 
July 
A.,g 

Aug. 
Aug. 

AUg. 

Sept. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


1896  Fall  of  coal 

1-96  Mineiar 

1S96  Flask  exploded 
1896  Fun  englue 

1896  Fall  of  slate     .... 


Fall  of  S'ate. 
Fall  of  slate 

Mine   car  

Fan  belt 

Fall  of  slate. 
Fall  of  slate 


Foot  mashed 
L»g  crushed  .. 
Leg  broken... 
Foot  mashed. 
Wrist  hurt 


Collarbone  broken 

Leg  broken 

Aim  broken 

Rib  broken. 

Foot  mashed 

Ank>e  mashed 

Back  and  hips  injured 

Head  injured 

Bacic  and  hips  injured 

Arm    broken      

Hip  dis  ocated   

Slightly  injured 

Slightly  injured 

Slightly  injured 

Feet  injured 

Clavicle  dislocated. 

Heel  mashed 

Back  bruised 

Arm  fractured  and  back  bruised. 

Face  and  feet  injured 

Slightly  injured 

Finger   mashed 

Arm  s  -aided 

L°g  broken 

Ankle  sprained. 

Leg  broken 

Leg  broken 

Wrist  fractured 

Foot  badly  cut 

Arm  broken   

Slightly  injured 

Bick  injured 

Arms,  side  and  legs  burned 

Side  bruised 

Toe  fractured 


Seriously  injured 

Slightly  injured 

Sprained  ankle 

Leg  injured 

Fingers  badly  bruised 
Maxillary  fractured. ... 


Thigh  broken 

Baek  and  hips  injured 

Arm  burned 

Thumb  and  fitger  cut  off.. 

L»g  broken 

Arm  crushed 

jeg  broken 

Arm   mashed 

Arm  broken  

Leg  broken 

Foot  mashed 
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Summary  of  the  Non-Fatal  Accidents  Which  Occurred  in  the  State 


o 

Name  of  County. 

Name  of  Mine. 

Name  of  Injured. 

Occupation. 

Peerless. 

Doorboy 

Powhatan 

Oar  runner. 

i:i5 
136 

Driver 

.1   H.  Miles 

H.  K    Dow     .. 

Driver 

1 1" 

Bottom  Creek 

Miner 

MS 

John  Palmer 

Jno.  W.  Temp 

Turkey  Gap 

1  17 

14K 

Lynchburg 

M'l 

ISO 

151 

J.  W.  Holland 

1  V> 

Pocahontas  East 

1 5:i 

Ob  as.  Noel 

r.i 

1 55 

1  56 

Pete  Phillips     

157 

ISfi 

15U 

Goodwill 

Goodwill 

161 

16" 

Robert  Hioks 

1 6  I 

1 65 

Pocahontas  East 

Louisville 

166 

Wm.  Epperson 

Driver    

Inspector  of  Mines. 
During  the  Twelve  (12)  Months  Ending  June  30th,  1897. 


7T 


Date  of 
Accident. 


How  Injured. 


Mine  cars 

Kettle  bottom 
Railroad  car. 
fall  of  coal... 
Fall  of  slate.. 

Mine  cars 

Fall  of  slate.  .  . 

Mule 

Fall  of  coal 

Mine  car. 
Mine  cars.  . . . 
Fallot  slate..  . 
Fall  of  slate  ... 
Fall  of  slate. . . 
Fall  of  slate. . . 
Fall  of  slate. . . 
Railroad  car.  . 
Kettle  bottom. 
Fall  of  coal.... 


Fall  of  slate 
Fall  of  slate. 
Mine  cars. . . . 
Mine  cars. . .  . 

Mine  car 

Mine  car 

Fall  of  slate 
Fall  of  slate 

Mine  car 

Fall  of  coal.. 
Fall  of  coal. . 
Fall  of  slate. 
Fall  of  coal.. 

Mine  car 

Fall  of  roof. 
Mine  car 


Nature  of  Injuria 


Finger  cut  off 

Hip  dislocated 

Foot  mashed 

Leg  broken 

Humerus  fractured ' 

Hand  mashed 

Foot  cut 

Arm  and  back  hurt 

Nose  and  lip  cut  

Head  and  back  injured 

Hip  broken 

Ankle  sprained 

l-eg  broken 

Fractured  ankle  and  lacerated  scalp. 

Less  in j  u  red 

Legs  injured 

Leg  cut  off 

Leg  cut  off 

Radius  fractured 


Leg  broken 

Slightly  injured 

Slightly  injured 

Foot  braised  

Severely  injured 

Hip  fractured 

Leg  broken  

Leg  broken. 

Bruised  externally 

Arm  injured 

Leg  broken 

Side  and  hip  bruised 

Arms  and  hands  bruised  — 
Fractured  thigh  and  ankle. 

Slightly  injured 

Body  bruised 


132 
133 
131 
135 
136 
137 
188 
189 
lid 

14  1 

142 
143 

144 

145 

lie. 
147 

148 
149 

150 

161 
152 

158 
154 
155 
15<5 
157 
158 
15'.) 
160 
161 
162 
its:; 
l«4 
165 
Kit; 
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ACCIDENTS 

From  July  1\  1896  to  June  30,  189?, 


FATAL  ACCIDENTS. 
1896. 

July  10th.  William  Pinkard,  Angle  mine,  McDowell  county, 
was,  killed  by  a  Tcettli  bottom  falling  on  him  at  the  face  of  his 
room. 

July  10th.  Lewis  Price.  Blume  mine,  Fayette  county,  was 
killed  by  having  the  mine  cars  run  over  him,  which  broke  his 
neck  and  inflicted  other  injuries.  He  was  a  driver  and  jfell  in 
front  of  a  moving  trip  of  mine  cars. 

July  13th.  Jacob  Akers,  Thacker  mine.  Mingo  county,  was 
killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  No  further  particulars  accompanied 
this  report. 

July  21st.  John  Yetinskey.  Douglas  mine  No.  1,  Tucker  coun- 
ty, was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  which  broke  his  neck.  Anton 
Danspcuss  was  present  and  witnessed  the  accident. 

July  28th.  Hezekiah  Law,  Pulaski  mine,  McDowell  county, 
was  killed  by*  a  fall  of  slate  while  operating  an  electrical  mine 
machine. 

July  80th.  Leander  Bailey,  Shamokin  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  while  working  on  a  stump  of  coal. 
He  was  engaged  in  making  an  undercut  in  a  stump  of  coal  which 
was  supporting  some  loose  coal  and  slate  over  him.  The  report 
of  the  coroner  was  that  "he  met  his  death  by  a  fall  of  slate  which 
was  occasioned  by  his  cutting  coal  from  a  stump  when  danger  was 
imminent. " 

August  1st.  Isaac  Rolinci,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
was  injured  by  an   explosion  of  powder  from  the  effects  of  which 
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he  died  on  August  6th.  He  was  at  his  working  place  in  the  mine 
and  let  a  spark  fall  into  his  powder  can,  in  his  tool  box,  which 
exploded  and  burned  him  very  badly,  he  having  no  shirt  on  at 
the  time. 

August  3d.  Alfred  Anniston,  Goodwill  mine,  Mercer  county, 
wa^  killed  by  the  loaded  mine  cars  running  over  him  on  the  in- 
side of  the  mine.  It  is  supposed  that  he  had  gone  to  Bleep  on  the 
track  and  was  not  awakened  upon  the  approach  of  the  trip  of 
cars.  His  occupation  was  a  trapper  and  he  was  a  negro  boy 
twelve  years  old. 

August  11th.  Carl  McGlusky,  Montana  mine  Marion  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  at  7  p.  m.  Before  leaving  his  work, 
he  fired  a  shot  and  returned  to  see  the  results  of  the  shot.  A 
piece  of  loose  slate,  which  had  been  made  loose  by  the  force  of 
the  shot,  fell  on   him. 

August  17th.  James  H.  Miller,  Gilliam  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  in  his  room.  He  was  loading 
Cbal  into  a  car  when  the  slate  fell  on  him,  breaking  his  neck. 

September  19th.  Robert  Spradling,  Beechwood  mine,  Fayette 
county,  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  No  further  particulars  ac- 
companied the  report  upon  this  accident. 

September  21st.  W.  H.  Duncan,  Pocahontas  East  mine,  Mer- 
cer county,  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  No  report  was  made  of 
this  accident  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence. 

October  6th.  Isaac  Fell,  Logan  Consolidated  mine,  Mingo 
county,  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  coal.  No  details  accompanied  the 
report  of  this  accident.  The  company  failed  to  comply  with  the 
law  in  regard  to  reporting  this  accident  at  the  time  of  its  occur- 
rence. 

October  10t,h.  R.  Edward  Guynn.  Arlington  mine,  McDowell 
county,  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  at  the  face  of  his  room. 
After  firing  a  shot,  he  returned  to  the  face  of  his  room  to  ascer- 
tain the  effect  of  the  shot.  A  piece  of  slate  which  had  been 
loosened  by  the  force  of  the  shot  and  which  was  unobserved  by 
him,  fell  upon  him,  killing  him  instantly. 

October  16th.  William  Green,  M.  T.  Davis  &  Co.  No.  5  mine, 
Fayette  county,  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  and  coal.  He  was 
engaged  in  posting  the  roof  in  his  room,  and  before  he  had  made 
the  entire  roof  secure,  a  piece  of  slate  fell  on  him  in  the  center 
of  the  room. 

October    23d.      Pal    Burs,  Goodwill    mine,  Mercer    county,  was 
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killed  by  a  fall  of   the  roof  while  engaged  in  making  an  undercut 
in  the  coal  immediately  under  a  slip  in  the  roof. 

October  28th.  William  Edwards,  Pulaski  mine,  McDowell 
county,  was  killed  by  being  caught  between  a  mine  car  and  the 
side  of  the  entry. 

October  80th.  John  W.  Rowe,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
was  killed  by  being  caught  between  a  moving  trip  of  empty  cars 
and  the  rib.  The  deceased  was  standing  to  one  side  of  the  track 
to  permit  the  empty  cars  to  pass  by,  when  a  trip  of  loaded  cars 
got  beyond  control  of  the  driver  and  ran  into  the  empty  trip  from 
a  butt  heading,  derailing  the  empty  cars  and  causing  the  same 
to  squeeze  and  roll  the  deceased  along  the  rib  of  the  coal. 

November  7th.  Henry  Stakes,  Empire  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  in  his  room.  He  was  riding  on 
the  front  end  of  an  empty  car  which  he  was  letting  into  his  room, 
which  ran  to  the  dip.  Owing  to  the  speed  of  the  car,  or  to  a  de- 
fective track,  the  car  jumped  the  track  and  knocked  a  prop  out 
of  its  position,  causing  the  slate  to  fall  on  him. 

November  16th.  George  Wynn,  Digby  mine,  Fayette  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  in  his  room.  He  was  alone  in  the 
room  and  was  found  on  the  17th  under  a  fall  of  slate.  A  justice 
of  the  peace  was  informed  of  this  accident,  but  no  inquest  was 
held. 

November  18th.  Anthony  Robinson,  Norfolk  mine,  McDowell 
county,  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  He  was  engaged  as  a  back 
hand  for  Winfield  McCann  and  was  caught  under  a  fall  of  draw 
slate,  receiving  a  fracture  of  the  leg  and  ribs  and  injury  of  lungs, 
from  which  injuries  he  died.  Winfield  McCann,  for  whom  Rob- 
inson was  working,  had    his  leg  broken  by  the  same  fall  of  slate. 

November  18th.  Brice  Adkins,  Pulaski  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  He  was  a  machine  runner.  No 
details  accompanied  the  report  of  this  accident. 

November  19th.  Steve  Burslio,  Pocahontas  East  mine,  Mer- 
cer county,  was  killed  on  the  inside  of  the  mine  by  the  mine 
cars  jumping  the  track  and  squeezing  him  between  the  car  and 
the  rib  of  the  coal. 

December  28.  Theo.  Rhodes,  Elk  Garden  mine,  Mineral  coun- 
ty, was  killed  by  a  fall  of  coal.  On  December  18th  coal  fell  on 
him,  fracturing  his  leg,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  on  the 
28th. 

December  28th.     William  Miller,  Douglas  mine,  Tucker   coun- 
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tv.  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  In  the  presence  of  Mike  Sem- 
nask  and  Charles  Ruoker  a  piece  of  slate  fell  from  the  roof  of  the 
heading  breaking  his  neck,  which  caused  instant  death.  The  de- 
ceased was  the  mine  boss  of  the  above  mine  and  was  considered  a 
very  careful  man,  but  owing  to  the  very  bad  condition  of  the  roof 
in  some  parts  of  this  mine  it  is  not  unusual  to  have  frequent 
falls  along  the  main  headings. 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS. 
1897. 

January  4th.  A.  C.  Miller,  Rolfe  mine,  McDowell  county,  was 
killed  by  a  fall  of  coal.  After  having  made  a  shot,  he  went  un- 
der the  coal  to  make  an  undercutting,  when  the  coal  fell  on  him. 

January  8th.  John  Law,  Algoma  mine,  McDowell  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate   on  the  main  heading  of    No.  2  mine. 

January  10th.  Oliver  Blake,  St.  Clair  mine,  Fayette  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  The  slate  fell  on  him  while  at  work 
in  his  room.  There  being  too  much  of  it  for  one  man  to  remove, 
his  partner  went  for  help,  and  when  he  returned  with  assistance 
the  man  was  dead. 

January  25th.  Jack  Counts,  Thurmond  mine,  Fayette  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  in  the  presence  of  his  father  in  their 
working  place.  He  was  engaged  in  robbing  a  pillar  when  the 
slate  fell  on  him. 

February  3d.  John  Stercula,  Glendale  shaft,  Marshall  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  No  details  accompanied  the  report 
of  this  accident  and  it  was  not  reported  at  the  time  of  its  occur- 
rence. 

February  0th.  Dick  Bennett,  Algoma  mine,  McDowell  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of    slate  in  the    main  heading  of  No.  2  mine. 

February  9th.  Baccus  Overton,  Thomas  shaft,  Tucker  county, 
was.  killed  by  falling  down  the  shaft.  He  was  ascending  the 
shaft  on  the  cage  in  company  with  his  brother  and  four  or  live 
others,  when  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  feet  from  the  bottom 
he  reeled  and  staggered  against  the  side  of  the  shaft.  His  com- 
panions attempted  to  rescue  him  but  failed  in  their  effort.  He 
fell  to  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  and  lived  but  an  hour  after  being 
removed. 

March  2nd.  John  Peti,  Goodwill  mine,  McDowell  county,  was 
killed  by  a    fall  of  slate.     This    accident  was  not  reported  at  the 
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time  of  its  occurrence  and  no  details  were  furnished  otherthan 
here  stated. 

March  3d.  Peter'Bertusky,  Coketon  mine  No.  3,  Tucker  coun- 
ty, was  killed  instantly  by  a  fall  of  slate.  No  details  accompanied 
the  report  of  this  accident. 

March  8th.  Andrew  Sovinsky,  Pulaski  'mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  No  details  accompanied  this  re- 
port. 

March  10th.  Frank  Lute,  Thomas  shaft,  Tucker  county,  was 
killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  in  No.  12  heading  at  7  o'clock  a.  m.  while 
on  the  way  to  his  work.  The  place  where  the  deceased  was  killed 
was  visited  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Davis,  George  Jenkins  and  J.  W.  Paul, 
and  a  close  inspection  made  of  the  condition  of  the  roof  adjoin- 
ing the  piece  which  killed  the  deceased,  and  the  surrounding  roof 
was  found  to  be  in  a  safe  and  sound  condition.  It  was  found 
that  the  cause  of  the  slate  falling  was  due  to  a  slip  in  the  roof 
which  could  not  have  been  observed.  This  is  an  accident  which 
could  not  have  been  foreseen. 

March  12th.  John  Watson,  DuBrae  mine,  Rothwell  Coal  Co., 
Fayette  county,  was  ki)led  by  a  fall  of  slate  while  assisting  his 
father  in  undercutting  the  coal. 

March  15th.  John  Robinson,  Shawnee  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, was  killed  by  a  fall  of  coal.  He  was  engaged  in  making  an 
undercut  in  the  coal  when  it  fell  upon  him,  killing  him  instantly. 

March  22nd.  John  Evans,  Algoma  mine,  McDowell  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  in  room  No  2.  No  details  accom- 
panied this  report. 

March  25th.  John  T.  McGraw,  Monongah  mine  No.  3,  Marion 
county,  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate  while  at  work  robbing  a  pil- 
lar. The  roof  was  marking  and  it  was  kn6wn  to  be  in  an  unsafe 
condition. 

March  20th.  L.  F.  Kincaid,  Gauley  Mountain  mine,  Fayette 
county,  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  The  injury  sustained  con- 
s  sted  of  a  slight  bruise  across  the  back.  A  small  piece  of  slate 
parting  between  two  benches  of  coal  fell  upon  him  which  resulted 
in  no  external  or  apparent  injury  at  the  time,  other  than  a  alight 
bruise  across  the  back.  On  the  27th  he  died  from  a  rupture  of 
the  bladder.  It  was  learned  from  the  doctors  that  there  had  been 
some  trouble  with  his  urinary  organs,  and  the  bladder  being  full 
at  the  time,  was  probably  ruptured  by  the  piece  of  slate  which 
fell  on  him. 


Inspector  of  Mines.  83 

April  6th.  Alex.  Carter,  Florence  mine,  Putnam  county,  was 
killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.     No  details  accompanied  this  report. 

April  14th.  Walter  Ellis,  Fire  Creek  mine,  Fayette  county, 
was  killed  by  the  mine  cars.  He  was  accidentally  thrown  from 
a  trip  of  mine  cars  on  April  12th  and  sustained  an  injury  which 
resulted  in  concussion  of  the  brain,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
died  on  the  14th. 

April  80th.  Miles  Harr,  Coketon  mine  No.  3,  Tucker  county, 
had  his  left  thigh  broken  and  sustained  other  injuries,  by  a  fall 
of  coal  and  slate,  from  which  he  died  on  June  14th.  His  son  and 
Mr.  J.  S.  Brophy,  mine  boss,  witnessed  the  accident. 

May  5th.  George  Tiffany,  Goodwill  mine,  McDowell  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  He  was  working  with  his  father  in 
a  break-through  when  a  piece  of  slate  fell  on  him. 

May  7th.  Samuel  Fletcher,  Upland  mine,  McDowell  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  He  was  making  an  undercut  under 
an  open  end  of  coal  without  the  use  of  a  sprag,  when  the  coal  give 
way  permitting  a  piece  of  slate  to  fall  on  him. 

May  8th.  J.  Avery  Wood,  Lick  Branch  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  At  about  10:30  a.  m.  the  de- 
ceased passed  down  No.  1  heading  and  was  about  to  enter  No.  19 
room  to  get  a  drink  of  water,  when  a  piece  of  slate  fell  and  broke 
his  right  thigh.  He  was  taken  home,  the  wound  dressed  by  two 
surgeons,  but  he  died  about  6:30  p.  m.  the  same  day,  of  fat  em- 
bolism and  shock.  An  inquest  was  held  on  May  9th  by  J.  S. 
Karr,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  to  the 
effect  that  "said  J.  Avery  Wood  came  to  his  death  on  May  8, 
1897,  by  accidental  means  caused  by  his  carelessness  at  the  Lick 
Branch  colliery,  Lick  Branch,  W.  Va. " 

May  13th.  Alexander  Honaker,  Shawnee  mine,  McDowell 
county,  was  killed  by  the  mine  cars  on  the  outside  of  the  mine. 
He  was  employed  as  a  trip  rider  and  brakeman.  While  the  loco- 
motive, with  a  trip  of  loaded  mine  cars,  were  in  motion,  he  un- 
coupled the  locomotive  from  the  cars  and  in  doing  so  fell  off  the 
bumper  of  the  car  on  which  he  was  riding.  Twelve  loaded  cars 
ran  over  him. 

May  18th.  John  Surdel,  Collins  colliery,  Fayette  county,  was 
killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  He  was  working  at  the  face  of  his  room. 
A  slip  in  the  roof  caused  the  draw  slate  to  fall  on  him.  The  room 
was  well  timbered.  The  deceased  carried  a  life  insurance  to  the 
amount  of  $50.00. 

May  18th.     Oliver  Light,  Red  Star  mine,  Fayette   county,  was 
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killed  by  a  fall  of  top  coal.  He  had  been  working  in  the  mine 
only  one  week  and  was  an  inexperienced  man.  He  was  assisting 
an  experienced  miner. 

May  24th.  Jack  Mills,  St.  Clair  mine,  Fayette  county,  was 
smothered  in  a  slack  bin.  He  was  shoveling  coal  in  a  slack  bin 
when  the  door  below  being  opened  he  was  enveloped  in  the  coal 
and  before  he  ccnld  be  extricated  was  smothered  to  death. 

May  27th.  L.  R.  Alexander,  Florence  mine,  Putnam  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  While  harnessing  a  mule  on  the 
main  entry,  a  slab  of  slate  fell  on  him  resulting  in  his  death. 
Inspector  Jerry  Meade  visited  the  scene  of  this  accident  and  cor- 
roborated the  facts  as  here  stated.  Deceased  was  insured  for 
$370.00. 

June  1th.  Thomas  Dewees,  Indian  Ridge  mine,  McDowell 
county,  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  coal.  His  partner  cut  a  sprag  from 
under  the  coal  which  permitted    the  coal  to  fall  on   the  deceased. 

June  4th.  Samuel  Glover,  Gaston  mine,  Marion  county,  was 
killed  by  a  premature  explosion  of  a  shot  in  the  coal.  He  had 
drilled  a  hole  in  the  coal  and  was  endeavoring  to  insert  a  cart- 
ridge which  became  fast  in  the  hole  before  it  had  reached  the  end 
of  the  hole.  He  endeavored  to  force  the  cartridge  in  with  a  steel 
bar  which,  coming  in  contact  with  a  sulphur  nodule,  produced  a 
spark  which  ignited  the  powder  in  the  cartridge  and  caused  it  to 
explode.  The  force  of  this  shock  almost  decapitated  the  deceased, 
causing  death  to  be  instant.  His  brother,  who  was  working  with 
him  at  the  time,  was  burned  by  the  explosion  of  the  powder. 

June  3d  and  4th.  Elijah  Neal  and  George  W.  Crump,  Gauley 
Mountain  mine,  Fayette  county,  were  killed  by  a  steam  locomo- 
tive in  tha  mine.  The  following  report  was  furnished  by  Mr. 
W.  N.  Page:  "I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Elijah  Neal  and 
George  W,  Crump  in  our  new  mine  Tunnell,  on  Thursday,  June 
3d,  both  white  and  leaving  families.  Neal's  head  was  crushed 
between  the  cab  and  rib,  from  which  death  must  have  been  in- 
stantaneous, and  Crump,  who  was  badly  scalded  by  steam  from 
the  safety  valve,  died  the  following  morning.  This  accident  was 
in  no  way  connected  with  the  working,  but  was  the  result  of  care- 
lessness in  running  too  fast  over  a  new  track.  Only  one  pair  of 
driveis  left  the  rail,  but  at  the  high  rate  of  speed  the  safety  valve 
was  knocked  off  against  the  roof.  It  is  supposed  that  there  was 
a  small  scale  of  slate  on  the  rail,  but  this  is  not  certain,  but  it  is 
known  positively  that  they    were  running  at  the  time  beyond  the 
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safety  limit,  with  practically  an  empty  engine.  Nea]  was  about 
35  and  Crump  about  40  years  of  age."  On  June  10th  Mine  In- 
spector John  I.  Absolom  visited  the  scene  of  this  accident  and 
found  the  facts  to  be  as  stated  above. 

June  14th.  Daniel  Evans,  Beechwood  mine  Fayette  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  coal.  He  was  undercutting  coal  in  a  room 
which  was  eighteen  feet  wide  and  had  failed  to  leave  a  sprag  to 
support  the  coal,  which  fell  on  him. 

June  17th.  Peter  Nygrim,  Coketon  mine  No.  3,  Tucker 
county,  was  killed  by  a  fall  of  coal.  He  was  working  on  the  open 
end  of  a  pillar  of  coal  which  was  known  to  be  loose.  He  failed 
to  block  the  coal  securely  and  it  fell  on  him. 

June  22.  G.  C.  Necessary,  Lynchburg  colliery,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, was  killed  by  a  coke  oven  larry.  He  was  running  the  larry  at 
a  high  rate  of  speed  when  it  jumped  the  track  and  imprisoned 
him  under  it. 

June  25th.  Mat  Jennin,  Buckeye  mine,  Mercer  county,  was 
killed  by  a  fall  of  coal.  He  was  engaged  in  making  an  undercut- 
ting aid  encountered  a  slip  in  the  coal.  A  lump  of  coal  weigh- 
ing from  200  to  300  pounds  fell  on  him  breaking  his  neck. 

June  2'Jth.  R.  L.  Barker,  Belmont  mine.  Kanawha  county, 
was  killed  by  a  fall  of  slate.  He  was  engaged  in  removing  some 
slate  and  knocked  out  a  post,  which  caused  the  slate  to  fall  on 
him. 

NON-FATAL  ACCIDENTS. 
1896. 

July  3.  Anderson  Scale,  Powhatan  mine,  McDowell  county, 
had  his  thigh  broken  by  a  fall  of  coal. 

July  6;  Charles  Doody,  Red  Ash  mine.  Fayette  county,  had 
his  coliar  bone  broken  while  taking  down  some  top  coal. 

July  8.  J.  B.  Duffey,  Pulaski  mine  McDowell  county,  had 
his  back  and  hips  injured  by  being  caught  between  a  prop  and  a 
mine  car. 

July  24.  Albert  Hood,  Powhatan  mine,  McDowell  jounty,  had 
his  arm  burned  by  the  explosion  of  a  powder  flask  which  he  was 
filling  at  his  home. 

July  25.  James  Redd,  McDonald  colliery,  Fayette  county,  had 
his  leg  broken  by  a  fall  of  coal. 

July  28.     Richard    McKinney,  M.  T.  Davis    &  Co.  No.  5  mine, 
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Fayette  county,  had  his  arm  broken  by  a  piece  of  slate  falling  on 
him  in  room  No.  1  on  No.  8  entry. 

July  30.  H.  P.  Wolfe,  Peerless  mine,  McDowell  county,  had 
his  thumb  and  index  finger  cut  off  by  the  fan  engine. 

July  31.  Robert  Graves.  M.  T.  Davis  &  Co.  No.  5  mine,  Fay- 
ette county,  had  his  foot  mashed  while  riding  up  the  inclined 
plane. 

July  31.  James  W.  Whittock,  M.  T.  Davis  &  Co.  No.  5  mine, 
Fayette  county,  had  a  rib  broken  while  riding  up  the  inclined 
plane,  caused  by  the  cars  jumping  the  track. 

August  3.  Henry  Finney,  Tidewater  mine,  McDowell  county, 
had  his  left  leg  broken  by  letting  apiece  of  loose  slate,  which  was 
lying  on  top  of  a  pile  of  coal,  fall  on  him. 

August  10.  John  Thornton,  Empire  mine,  McDowell  county, 
lost  an  arm.  While  loading  a  car  of  coal  at  the  face  of  his  work- 
ing place,  a  piece  of  slate  fell  striking  his  arm  and  crushing  it  so 
badly  that  amputation  was  necessary. 

August  12.  Dalbert  Reed,  Gates  mine  No.  1,  Taylor  county, 
had  his  leg  broken  by  a  fall  of  coal  while  he  was  endeavoring  to 
wedge  it  down. 

August  12.  Andrew  Jeffries,  Bottoai  Creek  Mine,  McDowell 
county,  had  his  leg  broken  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

August  18.  Frank  Johnson,  New  England  mine,  Marion  coun- 
ty, had  his  leg  mashed  by  being  caught  between  mine  cars. 

August  25.  George  Finney,  Pulaski  mine,  McDowell  county, 
had  his  arm  badly  mashed  by  being  caught  by  the  mine  cars. 

August  2U.  William  Pondexter,  St.  Clair  mine,  Fayette  coun- 
ty, had  his  ankle  mashed  by  being  caught  between  a  mine  car 
and  a  post. 

September  2.  C.  E.  Lytor,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
had  both  legs  broken  while  standing  between  two  cars  which  were 
in  a  trip  of  50*cars.  He  was  filling  his  oil  can,  and  while  stand- 
ing between  the  cars  they  were  started  and  caught  him,  breaking 
a  bone  in  each  leg. 

September  5.  George  Napper,  St.  Clair  mine,  Fayette  county, 
had  his  back  and  hips  injured  by  means  not  stated  in  the  acci- 
dent report. 

September  9.  Bird  Musefe,  St.  Clair  mine,  Fayette  county, 
had  his  head  injured  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

September  15.  J.  A.  Anderson,  Pulaski  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, had  his  arm  broken  by  being  caught  by  the  belt  which  drives 
the  fan. 
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September  30.  Jack  Kelly,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
had  his  left  thigh  cut  and  bruised  by  being  run  over  by  a  mine  car 
in  front  of  which  he  accidentally  fell. 

October  6.  B.  F.  Dorsey,  Thurmond  mine,  Fayette  county, 
was  injured  in  the  small  of  his  back  and  hips  by  a  fall  of  a  piece 
of  slate  which  he  knew  to  be  loose. 

October  8.  B.  Flaherty,  Despard  mine  No.  2,  Harrison  coun- 
ty, had  his  leg  broken  by  a  fall  of  coal. 

October  10.  Nicholas  Collins,  West  Fairmont  shaft,  Marion 
county,  had  his  leg  lacerated  by  being  run  over  by  a  railroad  car 
at  the  coke  plant. 

October  12.  Floyd  Watkins,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
had  his  finger  broken  while  hooking  a  chain  onto  a  sheave  wheel. 

October  13.  E.  A.  Freeman,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
had  the  bridge  of  his  foot  broken  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

October  19.  Phillip  Shepard,  Orescent  mine,  Fayette  county, 
had  his  arm  broken  by  a  car  getting  beyond  control  on  the  plane. 

October  28.  J.  W.  Holland,  Goodwill  colliery,  Mercer  county, 
sustained  a  broken  leg  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

October  29.  John  Segolar,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
was  injured  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

October  30.  Joe  Stifer,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  was 
injured  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

November  2.  John  Morgan,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
was  injured  by  a  fall  of  slate  at  the  face  of  his  working  place 
He  had  fired  a  shot  and  upon  returning,  to  see  the  effect  of  -the 
same,  a  piece  of  slate  fell  on  him. 

November  5.  Charles  Stuckey,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
had  his  nose  severely  cut  by  colliding  with  a  loaded  mine  car. 

November  5.  John  Blonor,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
had  his  head  cut  by  a  lever  falling  on  it  while  attempting  to 
place  a  mine  car  on  the  track. 

November  6.  George  Powell,  Pocahontas  East  mine,  Mercer 
county,  was  injured  slightly  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

November  8.  E.  Dun,  Tunnelton  mine,  Preston  county,  had 
his  hip  bruised  by  a  fall  of  coal. 

November  14.  Frank  Stingo,  New  England  inine,  Marion 
county,  had  his  shoulder  dislocated  and  both  legs  fractured.  He 
attempted  to  mount  the  mine  cars  at  the  entrance  of  the  mine 
and  fell  under  the  same. 

November    14.     J.  P.    Reynolds,    McDonald   colliery,    Fayette 
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comity,  had    his  hip  dislocated    by  causes  not  stated    in  the  acci- 
dent report. 

November  17.  Tucker  Banks,  Vulcan  mine,  Fayette  county, 
was  slightly  injured  by  a  fall  of  coal. 

November  18.  Winifrede  McCon,  Norfolk  colliery,  McDowell 
county,  sustained  a  broken  leg  by  a  fall  of  draw  slate  in  his  work- 
ing place. 

November  IN.  Jackson  Boyles,  Monongah  mine  No.  2,  Marion 
county,  had  his  back  injured  by  a  full  of  slate.  Assistant  mine 
boss,  James  Rodger,  was  in  his  room  and  told  him  to  work  no 
longer  under  the  slate  which  was  loose,  bat  he  finished  loading 
his  car  and  while  doing  so  the  slate  fell  and  caught  him. 

November  23.  Bud  Coon,  Vulcan  -mine,  Fayette  county,  was 
slightly  injured  by  slipping  off  a  lever  with  which  he  was  engaged 
in  replacing  a  mine  car  on  the  track. 

November  24.  John  Frazier,  Vulcan  mine,  Fayette  county, 
was  slightly  injured  by  being  kicked  oil'  a  mine  car  by  a  mule. 

November  28.  C.  L.  Myers,  Tunnelton  mine,  Preston  county, 
had  his  leg  broken  by  a  fall  of  coal.  • 

November  2(.>.  Emory  Wynes,  Bottom  Creek  mine,  McDowell 
county,  had  his  foot  mashed  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

December  1.  V.  E.  Tygart,  Logan  Consolidated  mine,  Mingo 
county,  was  seriously  injured  by  being  squeezed  between  the  mine 
cars. 

December  8.  Steve  Resusky,  New  England  mine,  Marion  coun- 
ty, sustained  a  wounded  scalp,  a  bruised  chest,  and  a  sprained 
ankle  by  a  fall  of  slate.  He  had  failed  to  examine  the  roof  after 
making  a  shot  and  had  not  observed  the  danger  which  was  im- 
minent. 

The  same  date  George  Resusky  received  a  number  of  bruises  by 
a  fall  of  slate  in  his  room  with  his  brother,  Steve  Resusky. 

December  4.  Eldridge  Pannel,  Peerless  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, had  his  linger  cut  off  by  having  the  mine  cars  run  over  him. 
He  was  employed  as  a  trapper  and  had  gone  to  sleep  on  the 
track. 

December  8.  Robert  Charleton,  Monongah  mine  No.  2,  Mar- 
ion county,  had  his  thumb  cut  off.  He  was  employed  as  engineer 
on  an  electrical  mine  locomotive,  and  in  attempting  to  open  the 
sand  pipe  while  the  locomotive  was -in  motion  lost  his  balance, 
and  m  attempting  to  cacth  himself  he  got  his  thumb  caught  in 
the  gear. 
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December  9.  *G.  H.  Barnes,  Monongah  mine  No.  2,  Marion 
county,  had  his  leg  mashed  by  being  caught  between  the  bumpers 
of  two  mining  cars. 

December  9.  J.  C.  Lee,  Monongah  mine  No.  3,  Marion  coun- 
ty, had  his  back  injured  by  a  piece  of  slate  falling  on  him  in  his 
working  place. 

December  10.  M.  J.  Risdon,  New  England  mine,  Marion  coun- 
ty, had  his  foot  and  ankle  mashed  by  being  caught  between  the 
mine  cars. 

December  16.  Charles  Sine,  West  Fairmont  shaft,  Marion 
county,  had  two  fingers  mashed  off  by  the  front  end  of  a  mine 
car  jumping  off  the  track  and  catching  his  fingers  between  the 
car  and  the  roof. 

December  17.  Charles  Noel,  Pocahontas  East  mine,  Mercer 
county,  was  slightly  injured  by  being  caught  between  the  rib  of 
the   coal  and  a  mine  car. 

December  21.  Ed  Perry,  Crescent  mine,  Fayette  county,  had 
his  feet  badly  injured  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

December  23.  Andy  Linshock,  New  England  mine,  Marion 
county,  sustained  a  wounded  scalp  aud  a  fractured  thigh  by  slate 
falling  on  him. 

The  following  named  persons  were  slightly  injured  at  the  Elk 
Garden  mines,  Mineral  county,  on  the  dates  stated  opposite  their 
names : 

Aug.  1st,  John  Burke. 

Aug.  28,  Thomas  Cooke. 

Sept.  4,  P.  C.  Paugh. 

Sept.  7,  Wilson  Gray. 

Sept.  22,  G.  Jenkins. 

Oct.  1,  C.  N.  Dyke. 

Oct.  7,  A.  E.  Simmons. 

Dec.  20,  A.  Henry. 


NON-FATAL  ACCIDENTS. 
1897. 

January  2.  Joe  Patent,  Southside  mine,  Fayette  county,  had 
his  clavicle  dislocated  by  being  knocked  off  a  mine  car  by  a  mule. 

January  5.  Aaron  Lark,  Greenbrier  mine,  McDowell  county, 
had  his  hip  dislocated  by  a  kettle  bottom  falling  on  him. 
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January  6.  John  Hornback,  Red  Ash  mine,  Fayette  county, 
had  his  heel  mashed  by  a  small  piece  of  slate  falling  on  it. 

January  9.  Pasquae  Munn,  Coketon  mine  No.  3,  Tucker  coun- 
ty, had  his  knee  mashed  by  means  not  stated. 

January  13.  J.  A.  Davidson,  Louisville  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, had  his  foot  bruised  by  the  mine  cars. 

January  13.  John  Ramsey,  Southside  mine,  Fayette  county, 
had  his  back  bruised  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

January  14.  George  Heck,  Northside  mine,  Fayette  county, 
had  his  arm  fractured  and  back  bruised  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

January  14.  John  Tucker,  Crescent  mine,  Fayette  county,  was 
injured  in  his  feet  and  face  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

January  22.  Rawley  Davis,  Powhatan  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, had  his  foot  badly  mashed  while  attempting'  to  stop  a  rail- 
road hopper  under  the  tipple. 

January  20.  George  Cunningham,  Buckeye  mine,  Mercer  coun- 
ty, was  severely  injured  by  the  rebound  of  one  end  of  a  mine 
car,  on  which  he  was  standing,  caused  by  slate  falling  on  the  op- 
posite end  of  the  mine  car. 

January  27.  Stonewall  Hansford,  Coketon  mine  No.  3,  Tucker 
county,  had  his  arm  broken  by  means  not  stated  in  the  report. 

January  27.  S.  L.  Merrifield,  West  Fairmont  shaft,  Marion 
county,  had  his  ankle  sprained  while  cleaning  out  a  railroad  car, 
caused  by  a  grain  door  falling  on  him. 

January  29.  Charles  Hughes,  Vulcan  mine,  Fayette  county, 
was  slightly  injured  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

January  29.  J.  C.  Jenkins,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county, 
had  his  head  cut  by  a  fail  of  slate. 

February  1.  George  Anskaken,  Thomas  Drift  mine,  Tucker 
county,  had  his  leg  broken  by  causes  not  mentioned  in  the  report. 

February  2.  William  Torrey,  Vulcan  mine,  Fayette  county, 
had  a  finger  mashed  by  a  car  wheel. 

February  3.  John  Stercule,  Glendale  shaft,  Marshall  county, 
had  his  head  cut  badly  by  a  fall  of  slate  in  his  room.  His  part- 
ner, who  was  with  him  at  the  time,  was  blightly  injured. 

February  3.  Hays  Gaskill,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  had 
his  hand  badly  lacerated  by  having  an  iron  rod,  2  inches  by  one- 
half  inch  in  section,  forced  through  his  hand  while  attempting 
to  couple  the  grip  onto  some  loaded  mini1  cars. 

February  4.  Charles  Marshall,  New  England  mine,  Marion 
county,  had  his  finger  mashed  by  being  caught  between  the  rib  of 
the  coal  and  the  brake  rod  of  a  mine  car. 
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February  9.  Peter  Phillips,  Buckeye  mine,  Mercer  county, 
had  his  hip  bone  fractured  by  being  caught  between  a  mule  and 
a  mine  car. 

February  10.  Thomas  Hickman,  Forest  Hill  mine,  Fayette 
county,  had  his  ankle  sprained  by  a  fall  of  slate  which  was  due 
to  his  own  carelessness. 

February  18.  Perry  Martin,  Vulcan  mine,  Fayette  county, 
had  his  arm  scalded  by  the  bursting  of  an  oil  barrel  into  which 
he  foolishly  inserted  a  red  hot  iron. 

February  15.  M.  A.  Whitaker,  Elkhorn  Mine,  McDowell 
county,  had  his  leg  broken  by  a  fall  of  coal  which  he  knew  to  be 
in  an  unsafe  condition. 

February  15.  John  Wolfe,  Crescent  mine,  Fayette  county, 
had  his  leg  broken  by  being  caught  between  mine  cars. 

February  15.  M.  A.  Whitaker,  Maybeury  mine,  McDowell 
county,  had  his  leg  broken  by  a  fall  of  top  coal. 

February  18.  John  A.  Smith.  Pearl  Coal  Co.,  Mingo  county, 
was  injured  by  a  fall  of  coal. 

February  20.  Mose  Christian,  Logan  Consolidated  mine, 
Mingo  county,  sustained  a  sprained  ankle  which  was  caused  by 
the  mine  cars. 

February  25.  John  Shields,  Empire  mine,  McDowell  county, 
received  a  compound  fracture  of  the  lower  third  of  the  humerous. 
He  was  riding  on  the  front  end  of  a  mine  car  with  his  arm  hang- 
ing on  the  inside  of  the  car  when  a  piece  of  slate  fell  on  his  arm. 

February  28.  Michael  Hanley,  New  England  mine,  Marion 
county,  had  his  finger  cut  off   by  means  not  stated  in  the  report. 

March  3.  Frank  Smart,  Pulaski  mine,  McDowell  county,  had 
his  hand  mashed  while  coupling  mine  cars. 

March  5.  Charles  Gillispie,  New  England  mine,  Marion  coun- 
ty, had  his  heel  torn  off.  He  was  a  helper  on  a  mining  machine 
and  while  tightening  a  nut  on  the  forejack  of  the  machine  his 
wrench  slipped,  causing  him  to  step  ou  the  chain  of  the  ma- 
chine, which  cut  his  heel  almost  entirely  off. 

March  10.  Herman  Peffner,  Campbells'  Creek  mine,  Kanawha 
county,  had  his  foot  mashed  by  causes  not  stated  in  the  accident 
report. 

March  11.  Ernest  Aultman,  Elm  Grove  shaft,  Ohio  county, 
had  his  leg  broken  by  a  fall  of  slate.  He  had  neglected  to  post 
the  roof  of  his  room  properly. 

March  11.     George    Laughery,  Monongah    mine  No.  2,  Marion 
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county,  had  his  leg  crushed  off.  He  mounted  the  mine  locomo- 
tive as  it  passed  him  and  allowed  his  leg  to  hang  over  the  side  of 
the  locomotive,  and  it  was  caught  between  the  locomotive  and 
the  rib  of  the  coal  and  mashed  so  badly  as  to  necessitate  ampu- 
tation. 

March  12.  R.  Vanhook,  Lynchburg  mine,  McDowell  county, 
had  his  foot  cut  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

March  19  A.  P.  Crawford,  Ronda  mine,  Kanawha  county,  had 
one  bone  of  his  right  leg  broken.  He  was  engaged  in  cleaning  up 
slate  from  the  entry,  and,  in  going  from  one  slate  fall  to  an- 
other, be  ran  into  a  piece  of  slate  which  had  fallen  on  the  road. 
He  was  riding  on  the  front  end  of  the  car  and  was  caught  be- 
tween the  slate  and  car. 

March  18.  Robert  Gunno,  Spring  Fork  mine,  Kanawha  coun- 
ty, had  his  leg  crushed  by  causes  not  mentioned  in  the  accident 
report. 

March  10.  A.  E.  Phalen,  Mecca  mine,  Fayette  county,  had 
his  leg  broken  by  falling  from  a  trip  of  mine  cars. 

March  20.  S.  P.  Lampkin,  Goodwill  colliery,  Mercer  county, 
sustained  a  broken  leg  by  a  piece  of  slate  falling  against  him 
while  working  in  a  break-through. 

March  24.  Stewart  Smith.  McDonald  colliery,  Fayette  coun- 
ty, had  a  leg  broken  by  a  fall  of  coal. 

March  25.  J.  H.  Miles,  Elkhorn  mine,  McDowell  county,  had 
his  arm  and  back  hurt  by  being  knocked  down  by  a  mule  walk- 
ing against  him. 

March  25.  Mike  Rounder,  Greenbrier  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, had  his  nose  and  lip  cut  by  a  fall  of  coal  while  he  was  mak- 
ing an  undercut.      He  was  disabled  for  one  month. 

March  27.  John  Fobis,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  was 
injured  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

March  ,  Edward  Whittaker,  Austin  mine,  Preston  county, 
had  his  finger  mashed. 

April  8.  Zeph  Belcher,  Goodwill  colliery.  Mercer  county,  sus- 
tained a  broken  leg  by  a  fall  of  slate  under  which  lie  was  cau- 
tioned, by  another  miner,  not  to  go. 

April  (').  G.  A.  Jackson.  Louisville  mine.  McDowell  county, 
was  bruised  externally  by  being  caught  between  mine  cars  and  a 
ventilating  door. 
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April  6.  H.  K.  Dow,  Elkhorn  mine.  McDowell  county,  had 
his  head  and  back  injured  while  driving  a  mule.  He  was  stand- 
ing on  the  front  end  of  a  car  and  was  not  noticing  the  roof,  when 
he  came  in  contact  with  a  low  place  in  thereof,  which  caused  him 
to  be  rolled  across  the  top  of  the  car. 

April  7.  Will  Carter,  Vulcan  mine,  Fayette  county,  had  his 
wrist  fractured  by  being  caught  between  the  top  of  the  mine  car 
and  the  roof  of  the  mine. 

April  '.).  Andrew  Jacobs,  Pulaski  mine,  McDowell  county,  had 
his  hip  broken  by  being  caught  between  mine  cars. 

April  9.  Charles  Reppeth,  St.  Clair  mine,  Fayette  courrty,  had 
his  foot  badly  cut  by  a  car  jumping  the  track  and  catching  his 
foot  in  a  frog. 

April  12.  Bass  Savage,  Pearl  Coal  Co..  Mingo  county,  had  his 
leg  injured  })j  a  mine  car  leaving  the  track. 

April  14.  Jack  Brooks,  M.  T.  Davis  &  Co.  No.  5  mine,  Fayette 
county,  had  his  arm  broken  by  falling  off  No.  5  tipple  onto  the 
ground. 

April  14.  H.  Meadows,  Spring  Fork  mine,  Kanawha  county, 
had  his  foot  mashed  by  causes  not  mentioned  in  the  accident  re- 
port. 

April  15.  Dave  Patrick,  West  Fairmont  shaft,  Marion  county, 
had  his  breast  lacerated  by  being  struck  with  a  piece  of  a  wooden 
rail  with  which  he  was  endeavoring  to  place  a  derailed  mine  car 
on  the  track. 

April  20.  Frank  Pondexter,  Goodwill  colliery,  Mercer  county, 
had  an  arm  injured  by  a  piece  of  coal  falling  on  him. 

April  23.  Elias  Stahl,  Goodwill  colliery,  Mercer  county,  had 
his  leg  broken  while  working  in  a  break-through. 

April  24.  Robert  Hicks,  Louisville  mine,  McDowell  county, 
had  his  side  and  hip  bruised  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

April  24.  Albert  Cook,  Gilchrist  mine,  Ohio  county,  had  his 
leg  broken  by  a  fall  from  a  trip  of  mine  cars.  He  was  employed 
as  a  mule  driver. 

April  ,  Fleming  Green,  Dubrae  mine,  Fayette  county,  was 
slightly  injured  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

April  26.  John  Vincent,  Louisville  mine,  McDowell  county, 
had  his  arms  and  hands  bruised  by  :i  fall  of  coal. 

Mav  1.  Mat  Johnson,  Bottom  Creek  mine,  McDowell  county, 
had  his  ankle  sprained  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

May  G.     George  Parum,  Shawnee  mine,  McDowell  county,  had 
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his  leg  broken  while  engaged  in  taking  down  some  loose  slate  from 
the  roof  of  a  cross  entry. 

May  10.  John  Yatske,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  had  his 
head  injured  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

May  11.  Walter  Rowe,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  cut  his 
thigh  badly  by  falling  on  an  oil  bottle  which  he  had  in  his 
pocket. 

May  11.  Albert  Mitchell,  Pearl  Coal  Co.,  Mingo  county,  had 
his  fingers  badly  bruised  by  having  coal  to  roll  on  them. 

May  20.  John  Palmer,  Turkey  Gap  mine,  McDowell  county, 
sustained  a  fractured  ankle  and  a  lacerated  scalp  by  a  fall  of 
slate  which  he  knew  to  be  in  an  unsafe  condition. 

May  20.  James  Demassly,  Coketon  mine  No.  1,  Tucker  coun- 
ty, had  his  right  leg  broken  in  two  places,  on  No.  1  coke  plant,  by 
having  a  pile  of  lumber  fall  on  him. 

May  20.  John  W.  Temp,  Turkey  Gap  mine,  McDowell  county, 
had  both  ankles  and  knee  sprained  and  muscles  of  the  back  badly 
injured  by  a  fall  of  slate,  which  the  injured  knew  to  be  unsafe. 

May  21.  Robert  Monal,  West  Fairmont  shaft,  Marion  county, 
had  his  left  hand  badly  cut  with  an  axe  which  he  was  using  to 
drive  a  wedge  between  a  post  and  the  roof  of  the  mine. 

May  25.  Frank  Harper,  Peerless  mine,  McDowell  county,  had 
his  left  knee  dislocated,  and  sustained  a  compound  fracture  of 
the  right  leg  by  a  fossil  piece  of  slate  falling  on  him.  There 
was    no  indication  that  the  fossil  was  likely  to  fall. 

May  28.  Mike  Bobchock,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  was 
injured  by  being  squeezed  between  a  loaded  car  and  the  rib  of 
the  coal. 

May  28.  Alex  Chambers,  Lynchburg  mine,  McDowell  county, 
had  his  leg  cut  off  and  his  head  and  foot  lacerated.  The  injured 
was  at  his  home  when  a  railroad  car  was  passing  which  the  brake- 
man  could  not  manage,  and  in  his  effort  to  assist  the  brakeman 
to  control  the  car,  he  was  caught  under  it. 

June  3.  Edward  Cundiff,  New  Haven  mine,  Mason  county, 
had  his  leg  broken.  He  jumped  between  two  water  wagons  while 
they  were  in  motion  for  the  purpose  of  riding  out  of  the  mine. 
One  of  the  wagons  became  derailed  and  caught  his  leg  between 
the  wagons. 

June  3.     Charles  Vickars,  St.  Clair  mine,  Fayette  county,  sus- 
tained injuries  in  his  back  which  will  cripple  him  for  life. 
June  3.     Joseph  Leonard  Albert,  Caswell    Creek   mine,  Mercer 
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county,  sustained  a  compound  fracture  of  the  right  thigh  and  a 
sprained  ankle.  He  had  taken  the  chock  from  under  the  car 
wheel  of  a  mine  car  and,  in  attempting  to  run  in  front  of  the  car 
to  apply  the  brake  which  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  car,  he 
fell  down  and  was  run  over  by  the  car. 

June  4.  Lewis  Glover,  Gaston  mine,  Marion  county,  had  his 
face  burned  slightly  by  a  premature  explosion  of  a  shot.  His 
brother,  Samuel  Glover,  was  killed  in  this  accident. 

June  8.  Richard  Kephart,  Maritime  Mine,  Mingo  county,  sus- 
tained a  fracture  of  the  superior  maxillary  and  wounded  about 
the  face  caused  by  a  fall  of  slate  in  No.  5  room  while  he  was  en- 
gaged as  helper  on  a  mining  machine. 

June  10.  George  Banko,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  had 
his  head  lacerated  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

June  11.  Steve  Tobacco,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  had 
his  foot  mashed  by  a  mine  prop  falling  on  it. 

June  12.  Joe  Morinko,  Montara  mine,  Marion  county  was 
slightly  injured  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

June  12.  Boyers  Boyce,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  had 
his  head  cut  by  a  lump  of  coal  falling  from  the  tipple  and  strik- 
ing him. 

June  12.     Sandford  — ,  Elk    Garden,  Mineral  county,  had 

his  head  injured  by  a  fall  of  slate  and  coal. 

June  15.  William  Robinson,  Algoma  No.  1  mine,  McDowell 
county,  had  his  foot  and  leg  so  badly  mashed  by  the  fall  of  a 
kettle  bottom  that  it  was  necessary  to  amputate  the  limb  above  the 
knee. 

June  15.  Andy  Satchady,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  had 
his  leg  broken  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

June  16.  John  Morgan,  Montana  mine,  Marion  county,  was 
injured  by  a  fall  of  slate. 

June  19.  Charles  Shearer,  Elk  Garden  mine,  Mineral  county, 
had  his  back  injured  by  a  fall  of  coal. 

June  22.  Morgan  Pratt,  Austin  mine,  Preston  county,  had  his 
finger  mashed.  On  July  6th,  amputation  of  the  finger  was  nec- 
essary. 

June  22.  George  T.  Buconnor,  Upland  mine,  McDowell  coun- 
ty, sustained  a  fracture  of  the  radius  and  bruises  across  the  chest 
by  coal  falling  on  him  in  his  working  place.  The  injured  re- 
ceived a  weekly  indemnity  of  $5.00  from  an  insurance  association 
during  the  time  that  he  was  unable  to  resume  work. 
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June  23.  Brion  Dickinson,  Pocahontas  East  mine,  Mercer 
county,  was  slightly  injured  by  a  fall  of  the  roof. 

June  25.  Robert  Price,  Robins  mine,  Payette  county,  was 
burned  on  the  arms,  side  and  legs  by  the  explosion  of  a  cartridge 
while  he  was  placing  a  cap  in  the  same.  A  spark  from  his  lamp 
feil  into  the  explosive  and  caused  it  to  explode. 

June  2(5.  William  Eperson.  Louisville  mine,  Mercer  county,  was 
bruised  about  the  back  and  hips.  He  was  coming  out  of  a  cross 
entry  with  a  loaded  mine  car,  and,  failing  to  obey  a  trapper's  sig- 
nal, collided  with  a  car  on  the  main  heading.  He  was  caught 
between  the  mule  and  car.  The  injured  received  $5.00  per  week 
from  an  insurance  association  during  the  time  he  was  confined 
by  thfse  injuries. 

June  80.  Floyd  Odor,  Pocahontas  East  mine,  Mercer  county, 
was  squeezed  between  the  rib  of  coal  and  a  mine  car. 

The  following  named  persons  were  slightly  injured  at  the  Elk 
Garden  mines,  Mineral  county,  on  the  dates  stated  opposite  their 
names: 

Jan.  9,  William  Willis. 

Jan.  10,  T.  J.  Boylon. 

Feb.  2,  Bud  Harvey. 

March  22,  Henry  Simmons. 

March  27,  J.  H.  Moore. 

April  14,  John  Wilson. 

April  20.  R.  Russett. 

May  4,  William  Smysson. 

May  17,  A.  E.  Simmons. 

May  18,  J.  R.  Hanger. 

June  9,  James  Moore. 

June  14,  A.  T.  Fleming,  Jr. 

June  20,  James  Carney. 


Inspector  of  Mines.  97 

Accidents  for  Which  No  Dates  Were  Furnished. 

J.  C.  Eskins,  Honda  mine,  Kanawha  county,  had  his  wrist 
stove  up  and  some  bons  broken  by  being  struck  with  the  crowbar 
which  he  was  using  in  an  effort  to  place  a  loaded  mine  car  on  the 
track. 

Duck  Jones  Rush  Run  mine,  Fayette  county,  fractured  his  toe 
by  a  car  wheel. 

John  Spradling,  Rush  Run  mine,  Fayette  county,  was  bruised 
on  the  side  by  being  caught  between  mine  cars  and  the  rib  of  the 
coal. 
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County.  Name  of  Mine.  Name  of  Firm  or    Company.        Post   office 


Barbour. 
Brook  .... 


Harrison 


Monongalia. 
Marshall 


55  Taylor. 

56 

57 


Junior 
Hall 


Blanche  . 

Gilchrist 
Wellsburg 


Enterprise 

Coulsou.    

No.  2  and  No.  3 

Howard _  . 

Pespard- 

Finuickinnick  No.  1. 

Farnurn  No.  4 

Fall  Run  No.  2 

Adamston  

Glen  Falls 

Briar  Hill 


Sligo 

Marquet 


Palatine 

Aurora 

King 

Worthington 

Prichard 

Chieftain.. 

Monongah  Nos  3  and  4. 
Monongah  Nos.  1  and  2.. 

Gaston  

West  Fairmont  Shaft  .... 

New  England 

Montana 

Mason 

Central 


Optkiska 

Beechwood 


Glendale 

BoggsRun 

Moundsville  Shaft. 

Schad 

Benwood  Drift 


Windoni  

Hampshire  

Warnock 

Elk  Garden  No.  6. 
Gas  Coal  No  7 


Elm  Grove  Shaft 

Richland 

Whitaker  &  Manchester. 

La  3elle.   

Riverside 

Daugherty 


Austin 

Oakland.... 
Tunnelton  . 
West  End.. 


Fahey  ...: 

Flemingtou 
Tyrconnell... 


Gates  No.  1. 
Douglas 


Junior  Coal  Co.... 
The  Hall  Coal  Co 


Pan  Handle  Coal  Co, 

Gilchrist  Coal  Co 

Forbes,  Caimiehael  A  Co. 


Samuel  Hines  A  Cd 

Coulson  Coal  A-  Coke  Co  ... 

Mt.  Clare  Coal  Co 

Howard  Coal  &  Coke  Co  ... 
The  Desnard  Gas  Coal  Co. 

Pinnickinnick  Coal  Co 

Plnni  kinnick  Coal  Co 

Pinmckiur.ick  Coal  Co 

Adamston  Coal  A  Coke  Co. 
Glen  Falls  Coal  A  Coke  Co. 
Briar  Hill  Coal  A  Coke  Co. 


Mack  Mfg.  Co.. 
W .  S.  Marquet. 


Newburp  Orrel  C.  A  C.  Co 
Newburg  orrel  C.  A  C.  Co 
The  Va  A  Pittsburg  C. A  C.Co 
Worth!  i.gton  Coal  A  CokeCo 

Clark  Coal  A  Coke  Co 

I .  A .  Clark  Coal  A  Coke  Co 
Monongah  Coal  A  Coke  Co 
Monongah   Coal  A  Coke  Co 

The  Gaston  Gas  Coal  Co 

West  Fairmont  C.  A  C.  Co.. 
West  Fairmont  C.  A  C.  Co.. 

The  Montana  C.  A  C.  Co 

Mason  Coal  A  Coke  Co, 

Oliver  Jackson 


Opekiska  Coal  A  Coke  Co.... 
Patterson-Reisinger  C.AC.C 


Glendale  Coal  Co  

Boggs  Run  M.  A  Mfg.  Co  . 

Moumisville  Coal  Co 

McMillan  Bros 

Wheeling  Steel  A  Iron  Co. 


Davis  Coal  A  Coke  Co 

Davis  Coal  A  Coke  Co. 
Piedmont  Big  Vein  Coal  Co 
W.  Va.  Central  A  P  Rv.  Co 
W.  Va.  Central  A  P.  Ry.  Co- 


Elm  Grove  Coal  Co 

John  P.  Gilchrist 

r.  E.  Kasley  A  Son 

La  Belle  Iron  Works. ... 
Riverside  Iron  Woiks 
Patrick  Daugherty 


Austin  Coke  Works 

Oakland  Coal  A  Coke  Co.... 
Merchants  Coal  Co 

West  End  Coal  A  Coke  Co. 


Grafton  Coal  A  Coke  Co. 

Flemingtou  Coal  A  Coke  Co 
Newburg  Orrel  C.AC.  Co.. 
Delwortn  A  Bros.,  lessees... 
Gates  Coal  A  Coke  Co 


Cumberland  Coal  Co 


Elkins... 
Philippi. 


Standard  ... 
Lazearville 
Wellsburg  .. 


Enterprise  .. 
Enterprise  . 
Mt  Clare... 
Wilsonburg. 
Clarksburg 
Clarksburg  . 
Clarksburg  . 
Clarksburg  . 
Clarksburg . 
Clarksburg .. 
Fairmont 


New  Cumberland 
New  Cumberland 


yolatine 

Baltin  ore.Md. 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Monongah 

Monongah  

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 


Opekiska  _ 

Beechwood  ... 

endale 

Wheeling 

Moundsville.. 

Benwood 

Wheel  ng 


Savage    

Savage    

Barnu'  l 

Elk  Garden 
Klk  Garden 

Elm  Grove... 
Wheeling.  .. 
Wheeling.... 

Wheeling 

Wheeling..... 
Wheeling.... 


Austin 

Corinth 

luunelton. 
Tunnelton 


Grafton 

Flemingtan. 
Tyrconnell  . 

Astor 

Simpson 


Albert. 
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Location  of  Mines,  Names  of  Superintendents  and   Mine 


Name  of 
Superintendent. 

Name  of  Mine  Boss 

Mine  is  Located  On 

•7] 

River. 

Railroad. 

W.  Va.  C.  &  P 

B.&O 

P.O.  C.  &St.  L..... 

P.  C.  0.  &St.  L 

P.  C.  C,  &St.  L 

M.  R 

O 

R.  G.  Haskins 

H.  C.  Haskins 

D.  H.  Poling 

Tygarts 

1 

Thos.Ritson. 

Wm.    Gilchrist 

Posey  Cheek 

H.  S    Colburn 

Jno.  Coulson 

W.  P.  Weekley. 

Ohio 

Ohio 

Ohio 

A.    Gilchrist 

4 

W.  E    Colburn 

West  Fork 

West  Fork 

M.R 

W.  Va   &  P 

Ward  Lewis 

J.  W.Latstetter 

Wathew  Mannix 

Wm.  Shawhan 

T.  N.   Roberts 

West  Fork 

M.  R  . . . 

10 

West  Fork 

B.  &0 

11 

M.  R.... 

■Vest  Fork 

West  Fork 

West  Fork 

West  Fork 

M.R 

B.  &O  

T.  M.  Kelley - 

T.  M.  Kelley 

Peter  Gill "" 

14 

M.  R....                

15 

M.  R     . 

John  Chromas 

Wilse  Holmes 

P.  C.  C.&St.  L 

P.  C.  C.  &8t.  L... 

B    &  0 

17 

W.  S.  Marquet 

M.  D.  Orr 

J    M.   Henry 

R.  M.  Hite 

Monongahela 

Tygarts 

F.  M.  &P 

B.  A  0 

R.  M.  Hite 

Jno.  F    Bratt 

Jno.  Prunty 

M.   R 

West  Fork 

M     R.... 

"S 

F.  W.  Mclntire 

M.  R 

M\  R 

25 

West  Fork 

West  Fork... 

S  S.  Watson 

M .   R   

B    &  0 

27 

\V.  B.  Brooks 

W.  B.  Brooks 

West  Fork  

M.  R 

30 

:;i 
32 

Preslev  Robinson... 
Loyd    Petty 

F    M    &  P 

B     &  O 

W.  G.  H.  Crawford 

P.  B.  Robinson 

F.  M.  &  P 

F.  M.  cte  P 

B.&O 

34 

F.  H.  Blake 

Jno.    Wallace 

Ohio 

Philip  Kunz 

B    &  0 

Ohio 

B.&O.      .      . 

B.  &0 

Henry  Riddle 

B    &  0 

W.  Va.  C.  &P 

W.  Va.  C.  &  P 

Tas.  B.  Rankin 

T.  H.  Tibbets 

Dau'l  Laughlin 

F.  Wilson 

W.  Va.  C    &P 

W.  Va.  C.  &  P 

B.  &  O 

F.  Wilson 

J.B.  Chambers 

Ohio 

Ohio      

P.  C.  0    &8t.  L  ... 
Wheeling  Terminal 

W.   H.   Kaslev    

Ohio   

Christian  Baker.  .  . 

48 
49 

George  E.  Wilkinson  .. 

Ohio                   .  .      . 

Ohio ... 

George  C.  Shaw 

las.  M.  Whitaker.. 

Krvin    Jennings 

Geo    CummiDgs 

B     &  O 

B.dtO.   .. 

Cheat  

Tygarts 

B.&O 

B.  &  0 

John  W.  Fabey. 

West   Fork   ... 

J.  H.  Henrv 

G.  W.  Dilworth 

West  Fork 

B.  &  0 

r.  W.  Dilworth. 

David  Williamson... 

Edward  Pill 

West   Fork 

West    Fork 

Black  water 

B.   &  0 

58 

B.  Jt  O 

J.  B.  Jenkins 

W.  Va.  C.  A   P  

6U 
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County.  Name  of  Mine.  Name  of  Firm  or  Company.         Postomce 


75  Kanawha 
76 


Fayette 


Coketon  No.  2 

Coketon  No.  'i 

Thos.  Drift  No.  1. 
Thos.  Drift  No.  2. 
Fhems  shaft 


Hartford        . 

Camden  

Hope 

Juhling 

New  Haven. 
Small  Mines'. 


Florence. . 
Bancroft  . 
Plymouth 


St.  Mary's 

Graham 

Elk  River 

Falling  Rock 

Campbells  Creek  No.  1. 

Spring  Fork 

Maiden 

Qaincy    

Peabody 

Black  Diamond 

Coalburg 

Ronda 

Keystone  

Acmfi 

Umpire 

North 

South  

Wrigbtville 

Charlmore  

Lens  Creek 

Big  Black  Band 

Kanawha  Two  Mile 

Brabbin 

Monarch 

No.  1  &  No.  2  

Canned 

No.  2  Gas 

Staunton 

Ann 

Black  Cat 

East  Bank 

Belmont 

Riverside 

Montgomery  

Consolidated 

Chesapeake, 

LewistoD  No.  2 

Mammoth    

Crown  Hill 


Boomer 

Digby  

Gt  Kanawha  Xo.  1. 

No.  5  A  Eureka 

Mecca  No.  1 

Mecca  No  2 

Str-tughau 

Crescent 

Hare  wood 

Edgewater 

Diamond 

Eagle 

No.  1  &  No.  2. 


Davis  Coal  &.  Coke  Co... . 
Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.. 
Davis  CoaKfc  Coke  Co.. 
Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  . 
Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . 


Harford  City  Salt  Co 

Camden  Clay  (Jo 

Hope  Salt  &  Coal  Co  

Liverpool  Salt  &  Coal  Co 
Consumers  Coal  &  MiuingCo 


TheMarmet-SmithC.&M.Co 

Mrs.  B.   McQuicken 

Carver  Coal  Co 


Robert  Bibby 

Elk  River  Coal  &  Mining  Co 

J.  B.  Carson   

Falling  Rock  Cannel  Coal  Co 

Campbells  Creek  Goal  Co 

Campbells  Creek  Coal  Co  . . . 

i   Q    Dickinson  &  Co 

J.  Q.  Dickinson*  Co 

Peabody  Coal  Co 

L.  Chandler,  Rec 

Robinson  Coal  Co 

Coalburg  Colliery  Co 

Stevens  Coal  Co 

S  te vens  Coal  Co 

Stevens  Coal  Co 

Winifrede  Coal  Co 

Winifrede  Coal  Co 

Winifrede  Coal  Co  

The  Charlmore  Coal  Co 

Lens  Creek  I  oal  &  Coke  Co  . 

Big  B.ack  Band  Co 

(Small  country  mines) 

Brabbin  Coal  Co 

M  onarch  Coal  Co 

Big  Mountain  Mining  Co 

Gannelton  Ooal  Co 

Canneltou  Coal  Co 

Staunton  Coa!  Co 

Thomas-Scholtz  Coal  Co 

The  Kanawha  Splint  Coal  Co 

McUallister  A:  Co 

Belmont  Coal  Co 

Riverside  Coal  Co 

Montgomery  Coal  Co 

Montgomery  Coal  Co 

Chesapeake  Mining  Co 

The  KelJys  Creek  Coal  Co.  . . 

United  foal  Co 

Crown  Hill  Colliery  Co 


Boomer  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  . . . 
HieGt.  Kanawha  Col  Co. 
The  Gt.  Kanawha  Col.  Co 

M   T  Davis  &  V  o 

Mecca  Coa  1  &  Coke  Co 

Mecca  Coal  &Coke  Co 

Coal  Valley  Mining  Co. 

W.  R.  Johnson  

W.  R.  Johnson  &  Co 

Carver  Bros 

Wyant  Coal  <&  Coke  Co 

Wyant  Coa!  <fe  Coke  Co 

The  St.  Clair  Co. 


.  I  Vulcan iThe  M  t .  Carbon  Co .  L't'd. 


Coketon. 
Coketon. 
Thomas 
Thomas 
Thomas 


Hartlord  City 

Spilinan  

Mason 

Hartford 

Suilmau 


Raymond  City. 

Bancroft   

Plymouth 


Graham   Mines. 
Graham   Mines.. 

Charleston 

Jordan    

Maiden 

Maiden 

Maiden 

v  alden 

Shrewsbury 

Lewiston 

Coalburg 

Ronda  

Coalburg 

Coalburg 

Coalburg 

Winifrede 

nifrede 

Winifrede 

Herushaw 

Hernshaw 

Hernshaw  


Hernshaw  . .. 
Monarch  .... 
Cedar  Grove. 
Canneltou  . . . 
Caunelton  . . . 
Mammoth  ... 
Mammoth  .. . 
East  Bank  . . . 
East  Bark  . . . 
Crown  Hill... 

Riverside 

Montgomery. 
Mon'gomery . 

Handiey 

Mammoth  . . . 
Mammoth  . . . 
Crown  Hill... 


Mt.  Carbon  . 
Mt.  Carbon  .. . 
M  t  Carbon  . . 
Montgomery. 
Montgomery. 
Montgomery. 
Montgomery. 

Creseent   

Harewood  .. . 
Edgewater.. . 

Eagle 

Eagle 

Eagle 

Powellton 
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Location  of  Mines,  Names  of  Superintendents  and  Mine  Bosses. 


Name  of 
Superintendent. 

Name  of  Mine  Boss. 

Mine  is  Located  On 

River. 

Railroad. 

p 

Jas.  Luzader 

J.  S.  Brophy 

George  Martin 

C.  H.  Bice 

W.  Va.  C.  &  P 

W.  Va.  C.  &  P 

W.  Va.  C.  ifc  e 

W.  Va    C.  &  P........ 

W.  Va  0.  &P 

0    R 

61 

(5'J 
68 
in 
65 

66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 

J.  0.  Brydon 

B.ackwater 

Geo.  Jenkins 

Ricbard  Jenkins. . . 

J.  Armstrong 

Henry  Williams 

M.G.Tyler    

Ohio 

O    R 

D.  C.  Davis 

Ohio 

Ohio 

O.  R 

0.  R  . 

H.  L.  Roush 

Henry  Wheatley 

Ed  Schonebaum 

Lewis  Travillion  . . 

W.H."  Mease.'!".'.'!!!! 

Robert  Bibbv- 

W   G    Watson 

Poca 

Gt.  Kanawha 

K .  &  M 

D.  H.  McQuicken 

K.  &  M    . . 

K.  &  M 

74 

75 
76 

77 
78 
T'.i 
80 
81 

Elk 

Elk 

C.  C.  &  S 

Elk 

Jas.  D.  Harrington 
Wni  B   i  alderwood 
Wm.  B.  (Jalderwood 

Elk    

C.  C.  &  S 

J.  E.  Dana 

K.  &  M 

John  M.  Morris 

J.  J  Neylorj 

James  McCreary. . 

K.  &  M 

J.  A.  Canter 

(it.  Kanawha 

K .  &  M 

S-! 

K.  A  M 

C    &  0 

ISf. 

86 

87 

89 
90 
91 
92 

C   <&  0 

John  S.  Holmes. . . 
John  shearer,  Sr.  . . 
John  Shearer,  Sr. 

E.  F  8t«svens 

Winifrede 

Gt.  Kanawha   

(. t.  Kanawha 

Wimi'rede 

Hi  Carr 

B   L     Coulter 

J.  W.  Noble 

W.  Va.S 

W    Va    S 

A.  M.   Wooldridge 

W.  Va.  S 

95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
LOO 

W.  Va    s 

Cbas.    Armstrong.. 
JaS.    Morgan 

II.  B.  Alexander.   .. 

\l.  Beem   

F.  L    Robinson 

D.  B.    Howery 
Thos,    Mc  allister.. 
P.  11    Emberton  — 

Jas.   Miller 

Ed  Pinkuey 

Ed    Pinknev 

Alex   11  iinpson 

H     W.  Leitch  . . . 

Henry  Davis 

M .  Beem 

(it.  Kanawha 

K.AM 

Kanawha  

K    <fc  M 

K    A  M 

T    E     Lair 

lot 
L05 

C.  &  0 

0.  &  0       

T.  E.  Emberton 

Kanawha 

K.  A    M        

S.  H.   Montgomery 

Kanawha  

C  .  A  0   

C.  A   (l    

K.AM 

hi'.i 
lit) 

111 

A.  C.  Finley     .     - 

Kanawha 

H .  Procter 

Jas    Manchiine    ... 

Alex  Crouce  . 

Thomas    Foliey 

John    Holmes  " 

( reorge  Frazer 

J    H.  Tasher 

(J.  &0  ... 

K.  A,   M 

113 

A.  C,  Masters 

Symington  Macdonald 

Kanawha 

C.  A  <) 

115 
11  fi 

M    T.  Davis 

John  Carver  

1 1  a, 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

0,  &  o   

C;  &  0 

117 

lis 

U9 

John  W.  Straughan. . . . 
Thos   A.  Bertram 

Frank   Allen   

Jas    Giles     

Hot  odell 

Jno.  E    Carver  

iCanawha 

K.  &   M    

l"l 

w.  F.  Lea  veil   .. 

122 
124 

Kanawha 

(J .   A  O 

c.  *0 

C.  A    ()      ....- 

William  Wyant 

A.  P.  Sheare 

F.  S.  Carroll 

M.  T.  Davis 

New    

('.  A   () 

D.  T.  Evans  

New    

P.  A  P 

V'T 
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Couuty.  Name  of  Mine.  Name  of  Firm  or   Company.  Post  Office. 


Fayette 


Raleigh 


Gauley  Mountain 

Gay  m  out 

Sunny  Side 

Elmo 

Fayette  

uttallburg 

Keeney's  Greek 

Browns '. 

Thurmond 

North  Side 

Sewell  

Cunard  

Brooklyn   - 

Fire  Creek 

Red  Ash 

entral     . 

Echo 

!aperton 

Rush  Run 

Diminock  

South  Sid* 

tone  Cliff 

Beechwood  and  Keystone 

Alaska 

Slater 

No.3,  or  Quinnimont  ... 

Greenwood 

Robins , 

Laurel  Creek 

Harvey 

Star 

Sun 

Collins 

Dunloop  

Turkey  Knob 

Macdonald 

Mt.  Hope 

Boone 

No.  1  and  No.  •_»  Ballinger 

mokdess 

Da  Brae 

Blume 


Royal . 


The  Gauley  Mountain  C.  Co. 
Peitz-M^sterson  C.   AC   Co. 

Thomas  Coal  Co 

New  River  Mining  Co 

Fayette  CoM]  &  Coke  Co 

Nuttallburg  Coal  it  Coxe  Co 
Nuttallburg  Coal  A  Coke  Co 

Brown    Coal  Co 

The  Thurmond  Coaleo 

New  River  Coke  Co 

Longdale  Iron  Co 

Cunard  Coal   Co 

Brooklyn  Coal  Co     

File  Creek  Coal  A  Coke  Co.  . 

Red  Ash  Coai  Co 

Central  Coal  Co 

Wm.  Beury,  Cooper  &  Co 

Wm. Beury   Cooper  A  (\i 
Rush  Run  Coal  &  Coke  Co.. 
DimmockCoal  A  Coke  Co.. 

New  River  Coke  Co 

Beury  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Beechwood  Coal  <$  Coke  Co. 
The  Alaska  Coai  &  Coke  Co. 
Sterling  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Quinnimont  Coal  Co 

Creenwood  Coal  Co  

The  Robins  Coal  Co 

Laurel  Creek  Coal  Co 

Harvey  Coal  &  Coke  Oo  ... 
The  Star  Coal  A  Coke  Co.... 

Sun  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Cull  ins    Colliery  Co 

Duu.'oop  Coal  &  Coke  Co 
The  Turkey  Knob   Coal  Co. . 
The  Mardonald  Colliery  Co. 
Sugar  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Boono  Coal  A  Coke  Co 

Ballinger  Coal  Co 

Smokeless  Coal  Co   

Rothwell  Coal    Co 

Blume  Coal  &  Coke'Co 


Royal   Coal  A  Coke  Co. 


West   

Goodwill  Collierj 

Louisville 

Buckeye 

Caswell  Creek 

Alliance 

Sterling 

Coaldale 


Elkhorn....    

Shamokiu 

Norfolk  Colliery 

Angle  Colliery 

Lick  Branch 

Turkey  Gap 

Houston 

(!rozer 

Upland  No.  1  and  No.  2. 

Powhatan 

Lvnchburg  Colliery 

rcik  Ridge 

Algoma  No   1  and  No   2. 

Arlinglingtou 

Rolfe 

Roanoke  

Indian  Ridge  


Southwest  Va.  Impr.  C  i 

The  Gooow  111  C.  eV  C.  Co 
Louisville  Coal  A  Coke  Co. 
Buckeye  Coal  A  Coke  Co.    . 
Caswell  Creek   C.   &  O.  Co. 
Booth- Boweu  C.  &  C   Co. 

Mill  Creek  C  A  C.  Co 

Mill  Creek  C.  A  C.  Co 


Elkboru  Coal  &  CokeCv. 
Shamokin  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Norfolk  C    A  C.    Co 

Norfolk  C.  A  C.  Co 

Norfolk  C.  A  C.  Co 

Turkey  Gap  Coal  &  Coke  Co 
Houston  Coal  &  Coke  Co 
CrozerCoal   A  Coal  Co.. 
Upland  Coa1  &  Coke  Co. 
Powhntan  Coal  A  Coke  Co.. 
Lvnchburg  Coal  A  Coke  Cc 
Elk  Ridge  Coal  A  Coke  Co 
Algoma  Coal  A   Coke  Co.. 
Arlington  Coal  A  Coke  Co 
Rolfe  Coal  A   Coke  Co     . .  . 
The  Roanoke  Coal  A  Coke  Oo 
Indian  Ridge  C.  A  C.  Co 


Austed 

Hawk's  Nest. 
Hawk.s  Nest. 

Elmo 

Fayette 

Nuttallburg.. 
Nuttallburg.. 
Nuttallburg.. 

Concho  

Caperton 

Sewell  

Rush  Run 

Rush  Run   .  . . 

Rush  Ron 

Rush  Run  .. 
Fire  Creek.. . 

Beury 

Caperton  ... 
Rush  Ran... 

hurmond  . . . 

apertou 
Stone  Cliff.  .  . 
Stone  Cliff. . . 
stone  Cliff... 

Coit 

Quinnimont  . 
Oumuimont 
Quiunimout  . 
<4uJnuimont  . 

Busell 

Red  Star.    ..  . 

Sun 

Coilinsville.. 

Dunloop 

Macdonald. . . 
Macdonald... 
Mt.  Hope 

Winona 

Nuttallburg.  . 

Winona 

Nuttall 

Lookout 


Prince 

Pocahontas,  Va. 

Goodwill _ 

Goodwill. 

Bramwell 

Freeman 

Bramwell 

Coopers 

Coopers 


Maybeury. 
M % y beury. 
Maybeury. 
Maybeury. 
Maybeury. 

Eanis  

Elkhorn  .. 
Elkhorn  . 
Elkhorn  . . 
Powhatan. 

Kyle  

Kyle 

.vlgoma 

McDowell . 

Worth 

Worth.  . . . 
Worth 
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Location  of  Mines,  Names  of  Superintendents  and   Mine  Bosses. 


Name  of 
Superintendent. 

Name  of  Mine  Boss. 

Mine  is  Located  On 

River. 

Railroad. 

p 

William  N.  Page 

.1 .  W.  Straughan  

J.  C   Ginninger 

A.  S.    Sike 

128 
129 
130 
131 

1:;l' 
l:;:; 

1?A 

\m 

137 
138 
180 

140 

141 

n-i 

143 

144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
ISO 
151 

152 
158 
154 
155 
15« 
157 
I5S 
15'j 
160 
lfi] 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 
Pis 
169 

17n 

171 
172 
17:; 
174 
175 
176 

New   

T  W.    Burke 

Daw  Holmes     

Val.    Bachmann. .  . 

Jas.   Simms 

J.W.    Smail 

P.  H.  Brown 

Arthur    Boyd 

Thos.   Boyd 

T.  G   Burke 

New   

New    

C.   <*  O 

W    H.    Holland 

C.  A    O 

P.  H.    Brown 

'("Jew      

C.    &   O 

G.    H.  Caperton 

G    H.   Caperton 

C    &  O 

C.  cfc  o 

New     

New    

C.  iO 

David  Evindol- 

Joseph   Perry 

Robt.  Boyd 

C.   <S  0 

C.   a  o 

F.  Howald   

G.  H.   Caperton 

New    

New   

c.  *  o 

C.   &  o 

Thos.  C.  Beury 

Win   Dower 

J.  N.  Schweitzer 

George  Moran 

J.  C   Gilman 

W.  (r    McDaniel... 

R    B.  Harmon 

H.  C.   Peters 

IC    I.   Robertson 

Jno.    Mcintosh 

W.  Crukiner 

William  Hunter 

W.H.  Thayer 

G.  H    Caperton 

O.  C.  Kubach 

New 

New      

New     

0.   &  <> 

c.  &  o 

George  Liwton 

C.  p.  Beury 

New    

New     

C.    A  O 

C.    A  0 

C.  &  0 

C.  A  0 

C.  H   Robins  

New   

J.  B.  Mciiuffin 

New    

New   

C .  A  O  . . . 

George  W.. Jones 

David  Stoddart 

0.   &  i) 

C.    A   O 

C.    A  0       

Thos.  T.  Lewis 

E.  T.   Hudson  

V.  A.    Milter 

Waymou  Hurc  

A  J.  Thompson.. 
Richard  Seymoui 

Wm.  R    Hall     ... 
Chas.   Higgins 

C.   A  O 

0.   A  0 

New        

W.  F.  Boone 

New     

New    

Kelley's   Creek 

Kelley's  Creek 

Kelley's   Creek 

Kelley's  Creek 

Kelley's  Creek 

C     A   <> 

John  I.    Campbell 

New    

New    

Bluestone  

Bluestone   

Bluestone    

David  Ltiug 

R.  D.  Baldwin   

J.  W.    Foy 

William  Ling 

Philip  Goodwill 

N.  A  W 

N    A  W 

M.  T.    Saunders   . . 

N     A  W 

N.  A  W 

J.  P.   Bowen 

Thomas  E.  Thomas 

,l«nip<  Booth 

Thomas   Williams.. 

II    ('.   Wa  ker 

E.   M     Stephens  

Fas.  \v .  Devenny. . 

W.  F.    W  hitt 

William  Moon 

Jas.  Hopkins  

Benj    Lewis 

Samuel   Evans   .    ... 

N    &  W 

John  Cooper 

N .  &  W 

Elkhorn    

Elkhorn   

N    A  W     

N.  A  W 

N    A  W 

17'.' 
180 
181 

ls-2 

183 
184 

isr. 
181 
187 

188 

is;. 

Stnart  M.    Bunk 

B  khorn          

N.A  W 

N  .  A  W 

N.A   W 

N    A  W 

E     S    Hutohinson 

Elkhorn    

Elkhorn  

Elkhorn    

N .  &  W 

N    A  W 

Elkhorn   

rtiikhorn    

N .  A   W 

Wm    Hetherman    . 

('.  a.  Devenny 

w   .1.  Prichacd 

Rons.  Belshaw 

N    A  W 

Bikh  rn    

N.  r  jrk  brnch  Elkhorn 
North  fork  of  Elkhorn 

N.  A :  W    

w.  H.  Thi  ma? 

N.  A  W 

Jas.   Johnston 

N  .  A :   W 

N  .  A  W 

N.  A  W  * 

iN  .  A  W 

192 
193 

191 
195 

B.  F,  Tipton 

J.  C.  Cole 

North  fork  of  I 

North  fork  of  Elkhorn 

C.    Botsford  
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Directory  of  the  Mines  in  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  Giving 


?       County.  Name  of  Mine.  Name  of  Firm  or  Company.         Post  Office 


Mingo. 


Gilliam 

McDowell. ... 

Greenbrier 

Ashland 

Keystone 

Pulaski 

Eureka  Collier 

Shawnee 

Empire.; 

Peerless 

Bottom  Creek 
Tidewater 


Thacker 

Mingo 

Maritime 

Consolidated  . 

Lynn 

Pearl 

Grapevine 

Camp  Branch. . 
Freeport  No.  1. 
Neil  and  Finn. 


Gilliam  CoaKfc  Coke  Co... 
McDowell  Coal  A  Coke  Co. 
Greenbrier  Coal  &  Coke  Co 
Ashland  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . . 
Keystone  Coal   &  Coke  Co. 

Pulaski  Iron  Co 

Eureka  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  . . . 
Shawnee  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . . 
Empire  Coal  *  Coke  Co.  . . . 
Peerless  Coal  A  Coke  Co. . . 
Bottom  Creek  C.  A  C.  Co. . . 
Tidewater  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


Thacker  Coal  A  Coke  Co. 
Mingo  Coal  A  Coke  Co. . . 

Maritime  Coal  Co 

Logan  Consolidated  Coal  Co 
The  Lynn  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Pearl  Coal  Co 

Grapevine  Coal  Co 

Camp  Branch  C.  &  C.  Co. . . 
Freeport  Coal  &  Mining  Co 
Neil  &  Finn 


Gilliam.  .. 
McDowell. 
McDowell. 
Ashland... 
Keystone. . 
Eekman. . . 
Eckman. . . 
Eekman. . . 
Landrail . 
Vivian .... 

Vivian 

Tidewater 

Thacker  . . 
Hatfield  .. 
Thicker  .. 
Mate  wan. . 
Sheppard  . 
Dingess.. 
Edgarton  . 
Dingess. . . 
Dingess  .. 
Dingess... . 


Inspector  of  Mines.  105 

Location  of  Mines,  Names  of  Superintendents  and  Mine  Bosses. 


Name  of 
Superintendent. 

Name  of  Mine  Boss. 

Mine  is  Located  on 

River. 

Railroad. 

p 

Joseph  Cooper 

Thos.    Devneu 

Alex   Planner 

North  fork  of  Elkhorn 
North  fork  of  Elhhorn 
North  fork  of  Elkhorn 

196 

107 
1!H 
199 

2(1(1 
201 
202 

20:; 

201 

2(i:, 

N  .  A   W 

Gottlieb  Mayer 

Thos.  N.  Dougherty 

North  fork  of  Elkhorn 
Elkhorn   .. 

N.  A  W   

N  .   A   W 

N.   A.  W 

N.   A.   W 

N  .   &  W 

N.  A  W... 

N  .  &  \Y 

N.  A   VV 

Geo.  Dawson 

A.  Devenney 

P.  Hayes 

Elkhorn   

wm.  D    Ord 

.1.  M.  Shank 

M.Hall 

H.  B.  Wright 

Wm.    Spencer  

B.D.  Williams 

T.  L.    Booth 

M.  F.  Booth 

VV.  D.  Ratliff 

John  Moody  

S.  S.   Lambert 

Geo.    W.  Coffey   ... 

Da^id  Swarts. 

Mike  Moken 

E.  Thomas 

Elkhorn   

Elkhorn  

N     A   W 

2(17 

A.    Moore 

Big  Saudv 

Big  Sandy 

N     A  VV   

.las.  R.  Shankliu,  Rec'r 

X.  A   W 

20! ' 
210 
211 
212 

>n 

o.  H.  Miller 

Big  Sandy 

N     &  W 

Big  Sandy 

N.  &  W 

A.  Moore 

Big  Saude 

N.  &  W 

C.  P.  McCafferty 

Twelve  Pole 

N     AW.      . 

214 
215 

2  Hi 
217 

Twelve  Pole 

James  Turner 

William  Neil 

Twelve  Pole 

N.   &  W.         j 

N     &  W.         ..         "1 

William  Neil 

Twelve  Pole       
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Table  Showing  the  Number  of  Men  Employed,    Kind  of    Mini 
Ovens,  and  the  Principal  Points 


a 

Employees. 

3 

Inside. 

Outside. 

® 

County. 

Name  of  Company. 

s 

Kind  of 
Ventilation. 

.3 

g    1 

J° 

s 

B 

■s  L 
i    B 

c 

-- 

U 

■a 

O  U 

S 

a  s 

-J 

o 

r. 

5 

35 

5      in 

3 

3 

ID 

Drift 

2 

The  Hall  Coal   Co 

If) 

.„ 

Furnace 

Drift 

51 

- 
5 

56 

:! 

:; 

r.'.i 

3 

Brooke   

Pan  Handle  Coal  Co 

•40 

2 

12 

2 

2 

41 

Furnace 

Drift 

4 

Gilchrist  Coal  Co     

25 

2 

6 

6 

S3 

Furnace 

Drift 

0 

Forbes,  Carmichael  &  Co 

14 

2 

16 

- 

- 

18 

Furnace 

Drift 

79 

6 

85 

10 

HI 

9a 

fi 

Harrison 

Samuel  Hines  &  Co 

6 

2 

8 

2 

2 

in 

Furnace  — 

Slope 

7 

Coulson  Coal  &  Cokt;  Co 

\* 

2 

•   Li 

1 

1 

is 

Furnace.. 

Drift 

8 

Mt.  Clare  Coal  Co 

IS 

•J 

21) 

2 

•J 

22 

Natural 

Drift 

9 

Howard  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

60 

12 

72 

10 

in 

82 

Furnace 

Drift 

10 

The  Despard  Gas  C.  Co. 
(No..  1  Mine). 

3b 

12 

IT 

- 

K 

53 

Natural. 

Drift 

11 

Pinnikinnick  Coal  Co... 
(  Farnum  No.  4. ) 

60 

lb 

'-' 

10 

111 

8b 

Furnace 

Drift 

12 

Pinnikinnick  Coal   Co... 
(Fall  River  No.  2.) 

40 

9 

19 

«. 

0 

.,., 

Furnace  

Drift 

13 

Pinnikinnick  Coal    Co.. 

41 

9 

19 

- 

5 

;i4 

Furnace  

Diift 

14 

Drift 

15 

Glen  Falls  Coal  A  C.  Co. 

Drift 

16 

Briar  Hill  Coal  &  C.  Co 

35 

5 

10 

10 

10 

50 

Natural 

Drift 

30! 

6S 

377 

52 

52 

129 

17 
18 

Hancock  ... . 

iv 

3 

"I 

fi 

6 

■'7 

MaekMTg  Co 

■'? 

8 

Ri> 

1 

1 

37 

i: 

11 

54 

10 

in 

64 

(Palatine  Mine.) 

l't 

Mar       

31 

8 

38 

4 

4 

42 

Natural 

Drift 

(Aurora  Mine.  ) 

an 

Newburg.OrrelC.A  C.Co 

3'i 

6 

i: 

4 

4 

4, 

Furnace     .. 

Drift 

•21 

The  Va.&Pltts.  C&C.Co 

41 

7 

1. 

b 

12 

17 

64 

Sieam  Jet . .  . 

Drift 

22 

Worthington  C.  &  C.  Co 

10 

5i 

.. 

12 

1 1 

67 

Fan 

-lope 

23 

Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co.... 

bt 

8 

D* 

58 

Fuvmue 

Drift 

24 

J.  A.  Clark  Coal  A  C    Co. 
(Mine*  Nos,  3  and  4   ) 

51 

8 

58 

s 

8 

66 

Furnace 

Drift 

25 

MonongahCoal  &  C.  Co 
(Mine  No.  2.) 

is. 

28 

■21. 

Lb 

la 

231 

Fan 

Drift 

ofi 

Mouongah  Coal  <S    C.  Co 

221 

251 

18 

4.i 

63 

311 

Fan  

Slope 

27 

The  Gaston  Gas  C.  Co.  . 

lb( 

30 

181 

20 

111 

30 

211 

Fan  

Dr.  ft 

(Shaft  Mine.) 

28 

West  Fairmont  C.  >v  C.<  c 
(New  England  Mine  ) 

29 
3(1 

West  Fairmont  C.Jt  C  Co 
The  Montana  C.  &  C.  Co. 

198     20 

•>i 

In 

Vfitt 

Drift 

17" 

200      25 

100 

80 

Kan 

Dr  ft 

31 

32 

Mason  Coal  &  Coke  Co  . . 
Oliver  Jackson 

Drift 

1< 

.... 

10 

1< 

Natural 

Drift 

!28> 

225 

1513 

141 

19; 

333 

1811 

33 

Monongalia. 

OpekiskaCoal  A-  C.  <  o 

31 

5 

3s 

1 

5 

II 

Furnaoe 

Drft 

34 

Pat'rs'n-ReisingerOWCCc 

31 

a 

:;. 

11 

41 

Furnace 

Drift 

61 

10 

70       - 

6 

11 

81 

3B 

Marshall  ..   . 

GlendaleCoal  Co 

;. 

15 

90      LI 

in 

i,,i 

Fan 

Shaft 

36 

BoggsRun  M.  &  Mf'g  Cc 

1. 

8 

!- 

12 

bE. 

Fan 

Drift 

Inspector  of  Mines. 
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Kind  and  Thickness 
to  Which  the 


of  the  Coals  Worked,  No.  of  Coke 
Coal  is  Shipped. 


COAL. 

'■  z 

If 

o  % 
% 

_  i 

'-   I 
—   C 

5  H 

z~ 

c 
6 

a 

9 

O 

c 

s 

O 

o 
6 

X 

o  ■■; 

3   = 

Points  to  Which 
Coal  is  Shipped. 

c 

Seam 
Worked. 

S-5 

Kind  and  Qualities. 

ft  in 
5    6 

6 

4 

4     6 
5 

8 

6 

8    6 
8    6 
8    6 

8 

4 
3 

8    6 

7  6 

8  6 

8 
8 
8 

8    6 

8    6 
8 

8    6 

8     (i 

8 
8 

ii 

0 
5    6 

Steam  and  Coking 

Steam  and  Coking 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas,  steam,  coking. . . 
Gas,  steam,  coking.  . . 
Gas,  steam,  coking... 
Gas.  steam,  coking. . . 
Gas,  steam,  coking. . . 

Gas,  steam,  coking. . . 

Gas,  steam,  coking.  . . 

Gas,  steam,  coking. . . 

275 
300 

120 
183 

200 

90 

300 

3(111 

175 
7-2 
50 

5 

3 

8 

3 
3 
3 

9 

2 

3 

7 
11 

12 

11 

5 

Freeport 

No  7 ... 

B.  &  O.  engines 

P.  C.  C.  &St.  L.  Ry.... 

Wheeling  and  local 

Locomotives  and  local 

Local,  east  and  west.. . 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Points  on  W.V  &  P.Ry 
B.<fcO.  R.R.&Phila.. 
Local  and  Balto 

Cleveland  and  Balto.. 

Local  and  lakes 

Local  and  lakes 

50 
18 

1(5 

29 

Pittsburg 

1 

1 

Pittsburg 

Gas,  steam,  coking. . . 

Gas  and  steam, 

Gas  and  steam, 

Gas,  steam,  coking  .. 

100 

i ;  ■;» 
199 

'.in 

135 

4 

57 

4 
3 

^ 

Local  points.. 

Consumed  at  plant. . . . 

B  &  O.  R.  R.A  Grafton 

1 

1 

• 

Gas,  steam,  cokidg.  . . 
Gas,  steam,  coking  . . 
Gas    steam, coking.   . 
Gas,  steam,  coning. . . 

Gas, steam,  coking  . 

Gas  ,  steam,  coking. . . 
Gas,  steam,  coking. . 

Gas,  steam,  coking. . . 

Gas,  steam,  coking. . . 
Gas,  steam,  coking. . . 
Gas,  steam, coking. 
Gas,  steam,  coking... 

Gas,  steam,  coking.  . . 
Gas,  steam,  coking  . . 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

240 
312 
180 

78 

229 

222 

300 

250 

250 
250 

•200 
105 

140 
171 

300 
L5I 

44 
40 

1C 

5 
5 

26 

18 
20 

11 

'.'( 
22 
8 
5 

167 

I 
i 

s 

8 
4 

Lakes  and  tide  water. . 

312 

East,  west  and  to  lakes 
East,  west  and  lakes. . 

East,  west  and  lakes.. 

East,  west  and   lakes.. 
Tide  water,  E.,  W.  &  L 

Tidewater,  E.,  W.  &  L. 

Tide  water,  E.,\V.  &  L. 
i'ide  water,  E.,  W.  &  L. 
East,  west  and  lakes.. 
East,  west  and  local. . . 

Local,  east  and  west. . . 
Local,  east  and  west. . 

B.  &  O.R.R.  AO.R.R.R. 

Benwood  &  Wheeling. 

■ 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg  — 
Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg  .... 

200 
300 

•250 

250 

25(i 
300 

4 

5 

9 
22 

i 

'3 

101 

222 

91 

36 

96 
158 

5( 

2 

2 
2 

2 

2 
3 

: 

41 

^ 

84! 

20 

30 

50 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg..   .. 

105 

1 

3 
! 
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Table   Showing   the   Number  of   Men  Employed,  Kind   of   Mi 
Ovens,  and  the  Principal  Points 


o 

County. 

Name  of  Company. 

Employees. 

Kind  of 
Ventilation. 

a, 

O 

Inside. 

Outside. 

0 

Eh 

S 

3 

02 

s 

c 

as 

c3 
O 

H 

• 

o 

0) 

3 
o 

H 

a 

3 

37 
38 

39 

40 

41 
42 

43 

44 

45 
46 

47 
48 
49 
50 

52 
53 

54 

55 
56 

57 
58 
59 

60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 

66 
67 
88 
69 

Marshall 

Mineral 

Ohio 

Preston 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Mason 

Moundsville  Coal  Co 

45 
3 

24 

191' 

103 

62 
14 

2  S, 

40 

HI 

60 
10 
14 

8 

22 
4 

lis 

35 
15 
100 
20 

17<) 

50 
119 

45 
12 

25 

251 

70 

77 

180 

278 

25 

95 

72S 

16 
15 

IS 

16 

Km 
15 

180 

10 
"9 
I'- 
ll 

10 
1 

25 

8 

55 
6 

8 

8 

1 

27 

10 
6 
10 

27 

15 

8 
2 

34 

25 

25 

45 

25 

4 

33 

157 

7 
4 
4 
19 
20 
4 

5S 

55 
3 
33 

234 

114 

72 
15 

250 

48 

199 

66 

47 
17 

16 
24 
5 

IT.". 

45 
21 
110 

21 

197 

57 
134 

53 
14 

L'7 

285 

95 
102 
225 
303 

29 

128 

882 

23 
19 
22 

::.-) 

120 
19 

4 

36 

16 

8 

i 

20 

50 

4 
4 

-- 

4 
E 

36 

16 

8 

4 

20 
2 

51 

4 

4 
2 

59' Fan  

Shaft 
Drift 

Wheeling  Steel  &  Iron  Co 

(Windom  Mine.) 

Davis  Coal  &,  Coke  Co 

(Hampshire  Mine.)     ' 
Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . . . 
Piedmont  Big  Vein  C.  Co. 

(No.  6  Mine  ) 
W.Va.  Cen.  &  P.  Ry.  Co. 

(GasCoai  No.  7.) 
W.  Va.Cen.  &  P.  Ry.  Co. 

Elm  Grove  Coal  Co 

40 
27( 

130 

81 

19 

270 
50 

519 
71 

51 

Furnace 

Natural    and 
Fire  basket. . 

Drift 

Drift 
Drift 

Natural  

Natural 

Natural 

Fan  

Drill 
Drift 
Drift 

Shaft. 
Drift 

T.  E  Kasley  &Son 

19  Fan 

16  Furnace.   .. . 

26  Furnace 

6  Natural 

188 

74  Fan 

25  Natural 

125  Furnace 

21 1  Natural 

Drift 
Drift 

Riverside  Iron  Works  .... 
Patrick  Dougherty 

Austen  Coke  Works  .... 
Oakland  Coal  &  Coke  Co ... 

Merchant's  Coal  Co 

West  End  Coal  &  C.  Co... 

Grafton  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
t  lemiogton  Coal  &  C  Co. 

(Tyrconnell  Mine  | 
Ne\vburg,Orrel  C.  '&  C.  Ce 
Dilworth  &  Bros.  Lessees, 
Gates  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . . . 

Cumberland  Coal  Co 

(Coketen  mine  No.  2) 
Davis  Coal  &  (Joke  Co.    . . 

(Coketon  No.  3) 
Davis  Coal  A  Coke  Co.. .. 

(Thomas  Drift  No.  1) 
Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co  — 

(Thomas  Drift  No.  2) 
Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . . . 

( I'homas  shalt) 
Davis  Coal  &  Cok>'  Co. 

Hartford  City  Salt  Co 

Camden  Clay  Co 

Hope  Salt  Jit,  Coal  Co   

Liverpool  Salt  &  Coal  Co  . 
Consumers  C.   &  M.  Co.. .. 

2 

1 

L3 

4 
2 
15 

25 

1 

L3 

29 
4 
15 

Drift 
Drift 

Drift 
Drift 
Drift 

Drift 

9 
3 

4 

16 

7 
10 
10 
16 

1 
14 
58 

4 

3 

2 
25 
3 

39 

40 
16 
200 
16 

27: 

IS 

9 

4 

45 

47 

26 

210 

32 

1 

14 

330 

4 
3 
2 
2 
25 
3 

245 

59 
161 

62 

17 

:;i 

330 

L28 
135 

335 
30 
142 

24 

37 
145 

22 

277 

Natural 

Natural 

Furnace  

Natural 

Furnace 

Natural    .... 

Fan  

Fan 

Fan 

Natural 

Exhst  Steam 

Furnace  — 

Natural 

Furnace 

Furnice 

Drift 
Drift 

Drift 
Drift 
Drift 

Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Shaft 

Slope 
Drift 
Drift 
Slop* 

71 

Natural    

D'f'ts 

Inspector  of  Mines. 


Ill 


Openings,  Kind  and  Thickness  of  the  Coals  Worked,  No.  of  Coke 
to  Which  the  Coal  is  Shipped. 


COAL. 

~-6 

■  i 
r.  a 

w 

H 

6 
z; 

i'O  -d 

^3  f. 

Jg    3 
»  OJ    "J? 

q  Cm 

jo  a 

/HO     " 
%\ 

ojj  6 

4Ph  £ 

i  i 

-.        a) 

2  5 

a    2 

2  ° 

°     o 
^    !5 

.-,  a 

5  3. 

Points  to  Which 
Coal  is  Shipped. 

Seam 
Worked. 

11 

ft  in 

Kind  and  Qualities. 

6 

'A 

Pittsburg 

5    6 

ias  and  steam 

3as  and  steam 

18(5 
•250 
159 

10 
2 

^ocalandO.  R.  points 

37 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Benwood  mills 

Eastern  and  tide  water 

39 
40*- 

18 

Steam 

238 

1 

~ 

32 

10 

5  10 

257 
1?,0 

4 

Eastern  and  tide  water 

41  L 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

11     6 

Steam 

280 

...   20 

1... 

16 

Eastern  seaboard 

43 

5  10 

140 

fi 

Eastern  seaboard 

44 

20 

1 

37 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg  . 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Up.  Freeport. . 
Up.  Freeport.. 
Up.  Freeport.. 
Up.  Freeport. . 

6 

5    6 
5 

5    6 
5    6 
5    6 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  stea'm 

300 
245 
180 
313 

HI 

■»::n 

::::  1 

4 
4 

5 

B  &O.R  R.,  Wheeling 
Wneeling  and  local  . . . 

Local 

La  Belle  Iron  Works. . . 
Riverside  Iron  Works. . 

45 

46 

47- 

4K 
49 
50 

5 
4 
4     6 

202 
250 

3C.5 
IS 

200    2 

....   '2 

..      83 
..      50 

..    "io 

jr. 

6 

5 
13 

•> 

Converted  into  coke.. 

B.  &  o.  R.  R.  Co 

B.  &  O.  R.  R.Co 

52 
53 

Coking 

Coking 

4 

113 

jr. 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

Pittsburg 

8    6 

Gas, steam,  coking... . 

183 
336 

6 

Eastern  markets 

55 
56 

•".7 

8 

Gas,  steam,  coking.. . 
Gas,  steam,  coking. . . 
Gas,  steam,  coking  . 

183 
183 
130 

.;;.  i 

..      25 

6 
8 

Baltimore  &  Phila 

Philadelphia  

Pittsburg 

Philadelphia  

59 

25 

31 

Lo.Kittanning 

6 

Smithing  and  coking. . 

300 

300  .. 

2    110 

19 

Eastern  seaboard,  west 

60 

Lo.Kittanniug 

6 

SmithiDgand  coking 

245 

147    1 

..      61 

13 

Atlantic  coast  points.. 

61 

Ls.Kittanning 

6 

Smithing  and  coking. 

'JUS 

237  •: 

3    299 

28 

Atlantic  coast  &  west.. 

62 

Up.  Freeport.. 

8 

Steam   and  coking     . . 

292 

300    1 

. .      22 

20 

Local  andeast'n  sea'bd 

c,:; 

8 
6 

Steam  and  coking 

Smithing  and  coking. . 

216 

21  if. 

2 
15 

Lo.Kittanning 

2  .... 

All  States  in  the  Union 

65 

i 

7    492 

97 

Pittsburg.  . . . 

4     8 
4 

4     8 
4     6 
4     6 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

21 1 1 
101 
•jr.: 
2>;r 
341 

aoo 

5 

: 

- 
14 

Consumed  at  salt  w'k's 
Consumed  at  claypl't 
Consumed  at  salt  w'k's 
Consumed  at  salt  w'K'i 
O.R.  R.R.,  Louisville 

66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 

►Mttsburg 

Pittsburg  .... 

.... 



i 

t 

3' 
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Table   Showing   the   Number  of  Men   Employed,    Kind   of  Mine 
Ovens  and  the  Principal  Points 


County. 


Name  of  Company. 


The  M'm't-Sm'h  CAM.  Co 
Mrs.  B.   McQuicken. .. 
Carver  Coal  Co 


Robert  Bibby 

Elk  River  Coal  &  Min.Co. 

J.  B.  Carson 

Falling  Rock  Cannel  C.Co 


Campbells  Cr.  C.  Co.  No.  1 

(Spring  Fork) 

Campbells  Cr.  Coal  Co  . . . 

(Maiden) 

J.  Q.  Dickinson  A  Co 

(Quincy) 

Q.  Dickinson  &  Co 

Peabody  Coal  Co 

L.  Chandler,  Rec 


Employees 


Robinson  Coal  Co_ 

Coalburg  Colliery  Co 

(Keystone) 
Stevens  Coal  Co 

(Acme) 
Stevens  Coal  Co 

(Empire) 
Stevens  Coal  Co 

(North) 
Winifrede  Coal  Co 

(South) 

Winifrede  Coal  Co 

(Wrightsville) 
Winifrede  Coal  Co. 
The  Oharlmore  Coal  Co.. 
Lens  Cr.  Coal  A  Coke  Co 

Big  Black  Band  Co 

Small  country  mines 

Brabbin  Coal  Co 

Monarch  Coal  Co 


Big  Mountain  Mining  Co 
(Uannelton ) 

Cannelton  Coal  Co 

(No.  2  Gas) 

Cannelton  Coal  Co 

Staunton  Coal  Co 


Thomas-Scholtz  Coal  Co... 
The  Kanawha  Splint  C.  Co 
McCallister  &  Co 


Belmont  Coal  Co 

Riverside  Coal  Co. . .  . 

(Montgomery) 
Montgomery  (JoalCo. 

(Consolioated) 
Montgomery  Coal  Co. 


Chesapeake  Mining  Co. . . 
The  Kellys  Creek  Coal  Co. 

United  Coal  Co 

Crown  Hill  Colliery  Co. . . 


50 

35       7 


175  35 
40 

121  2 

60  9 


Kind  of 
Ventilation. 


Furnace 
Furnace 
Fan    . . . 


Furnace.. 
Furnace.. 
Furnace. 
Fan  


Fan 

Furnace . 

Natural.. 


Natural  .. 
Natural  . 
Natural  . 

Furnace.. 
Furnace. 


Natural 
Natural  . 

Fan  

Furnace 


Natural 
Furnace 
Furnace 
Furnace 
Natural 
Natural 
Furnice 
Furnace  and 
fan Drift 


Drift 
Drift 
Drift 


Drift 
Drift 
Drift 

Slope 

Drift 

Drift 

Drift 

Drift 
Drift 
Drift 

Drift 
Drift 


Drift 
Drift 


Natural 

Furnace 

Furnace 

Natural    and 
furnace  — 

Furnace 

Furnace 


Furnace. 
Furnace. 


Natural 
Fan  . . . 


Fan  

Furnace. . . . 
Fire  basket. 
Furnace.  . . . 


Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Dr'f's 
Drift 
Drift 


Drift 

Drift 
Drift 

Drift 
Drift 
Drift 

Drift 
Drift 

Drift 

Drift 

Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Drift 


Inspector  of  Mines. 


113 


Openings, 


Kind  and  Thicknes 
to  Which  th 


s  of  the  Coal  Worked,  No.  of  Coke 
e  Coal  is  Shipped. 


COAL. 

■  — 

-    "~ 

a  Z 

~-  i? 

6* 

»    .      . 

'J*      3 

a)  !r  -r-> 

°  o    ° 

1  6 

"       O 

s   o 

o     o 

o     b 

2  .... 

- 
z  - 

j,  - 

l\ 
25 

50 

7 
20 

77 

1 
2 
1 
3 

29 

39 

2 

"l2 

Points  to  Which 
Coal  is  Shipped. 

Z 
o 

Seam 
Worked. 

o 

0      O 

o 
a 

Kind  and  Qualities. 

Pittsburg 

ft  in 
5    0 
5    6 
5    6 

2  10 

3  8 

2    6 

4  6 
4 

5 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  ;;nd  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

171 
231 

17!) 

40 

200 
211 
300 

L68 

108 
275 

40 

170 

7°. 

Pittsburg 

Local  and  O.  R..  points. 

73 

74 

1 

Charleston  ACincinn'ti 

78 
7M 

Campbell's 
Cr  ',ek 

Splint 

....     1 

Campbell's 
Creek  

Splint 

Ci            ati 

80 

Campbell's 

Consumed  at  salt  works 
Consumed  at  salt  works 

Campbell's 

Splint 

Splint 

Splint 

6 

3  8 

4 

5 

4  6 

R3 

Lewiston 

84 

Lewiston  and 
Lo.   Freeport... 

170 
150 

'  126 

144 

19 
9 

18 

10 

Local,  east  and  west 

8s> 

Splint 

....    2 

Gas 

Cincinnati  and  west 

Cincinnati  and  west 

87 

s« 

Winifrede 

5 

5 

2  6 

3  6 
3    6 
3    7 
6 

3  6 
3 

4  6 

3 

7 
5 

5  8 
4     6 
3 

4    6 
3 

3 

3 

5 

5 

Bituminous  and  steam 

Bituminous  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam 

Splint 

137 
191 

18 

32 

2(3 

West  and  south 

West  and  south 

Charleston  A  Cincinn'ti 

W 

Winifrede 

91 

92 
93 

Len's  Creek  .  . . 

30 
130 
157 

200 
90 
208 

235 

119 

8 

10 

10 

21 
3 

2 

o 
5 

15 

1 

9 
11 
32 

: 
371 

Local  and    8outh 

Cincinnati  &  Chicago. . 

Local  &  Charleston 

Cincinnati 

Cin'ti  &  Mich,  points. ... 

Cin'ti  &  Mich,   points.. 

94 
95 
90 

Block 

Pittsburg  

Splint,  gas  and  steam. 
Splint 

Lo.    Freeport.. 

Splint.  

Gas  and  splint 

Cannel 

Lo.   Freeport.. 

Cannel 

No.  2  Gas 

213 
24C 

161 
151 
181 

151 
20( 

101 
301 

Si 
8( 
HI 

235  . . 

..      80 

Ovens,  east  and  west 

101 

Lewiston 

Splint 

"  5  '.'. 

...  "l'i 
1  .... 

Ohio  and  Mich,  points... 

Ohio  and   Indiana 

Cincinnati  and  west 

Cincinnati  and  west 

Ohio  and  Mich,  points. 

103 
104 
106 

106 
107 

tOfi 

Lewistou 

Cedar  Grove.. 
Lewiston  and 
Lo.   Freeport.. 

Splint 

Gas  and  coking 

Splint 

Kanawba 
Solint 

Splint 

Kanawha 
Splint 

Splint 

Cincinnati  and  Ohio.. 

East  and  west 

Northwestern  and  local 
Toledo  and  Northwest. 

Kanawha 
Splint 

Splint 

Lewiston 

Splint 

Lo.   Freeport. 

Lws'n,  Lo.  Fp't&  K 

Sphnl. 

112 

5 

11  "m 

114 


Annual  Report 


Table  Showing  the  Number  of  Men   Employed, 
Ovens  and  the  Principal  Points 


Kind  of    Mini 


County. 


Fayette. 


Name  of  Company. 


Boomer  Coal  &  Coke  Co  . 

(Digby) 
The  Gt.  Kanawha  Col.  Co 

(No.  1) 
The  Gt    Kanawha  Col.  Co 


M.  T.  Davi«  &  Co 

(No.   1) 
Mecca  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

(No.  2) 
Mecca  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
Coal  Valley  Mining  Co. 
(Crescent) 

W.  R.   Johnson 

(Hare  wood) 
W.R.  Johnson*  Co... 

Carver  Bros 

(Diamond) 
WyantCoal  A  Coal  Co. 

(Eagle) 
Wyant  Coal  A  Coke  Co 

The  St.  Clair  Co 

The  Mt.  Carbon  Co.,  L't'd 


Employees 


The  Gauley  Mt.  Coal  Co 
Deitz-Masterson  C.&  C.Co 

Thomas  Coal  Co 

New  River  MiniDg  Co.  .. 
Fayette  Coal  A  Coke  Co 

(Nutallburg) 
Nuttallburg  C.  AC.  Co. 

(Kennevs  Creek) 

Nuttallburg  C  A  C.  Co. 

drown  Coal  Co 


The  Thurmond  Coal  Co. . . 

(North  Side) 

New  River  Coke.  Co 

Lonedale  Iron  Co 

Cunard  Coal  Co 

Brooklyn  Coal  Co 

Fire  Creek  C.  &  C.  Co.... 

Red  Ash  Coal  Co 

Central  Coal  Co 

(Echo) 
Wm.  Beury,  Cooper  &  Co. 

(Caperton) 
Wm.  Beury,  Cooper  A  Co. 
Rush  Run  Coal  A  Coke  Co 
Dimmock  C  &  C.  Co, 

(South  Side) 
New  River  Coke  Co 

Beury  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Beech  wood  C.  &  C.  Co 

The  Alaska  Coal  A  CokeCo 
Sterling  Coal  A  Coke  Co ... 

Quinnimont  Coal  Co 

Greenwood  Coal  Co 

The  Robins  Coal  Co 

Laurel  Creek  Coal  Co 

Harvey  Coal  A  Coke  Co... 
The  Star  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
Sun  Coal  A  Coke  Co 


m 

O! 

o 

,a 

a 

03 

20 

2 

35 

9 

64 

20 

62 

25 

60 

18 

75 

15 

30 

5 

55 

25 

20 

3 

160 

45 

64 

29 

31 

14 

92 

40 

100 

32 

330 

97 

50 

6 

60 

10 

20 

5 

46 

40 

110 

50 

65 

18 

50 

15 

130 

20 

75 

15 

To 

15 

31 

13 

34 

11 

Kid 

20 

71 

16 

70 

25 

75 

9 

R 

1 

83 

25 

100 

12 

80 

12 

no 

32 

105 

15 

90 

15 

30 

s 

12J 

20 

50 

10 

30 

4 

4n 

6 

13:, 

20 

75 

15 

6 

108 

1 
11 

112 

8 

92 

6 

142 

10 

120 

5 

105 

1(1 

3s 

2 

142 

15 

fid 

5 

34 

3 

40 

5 

155 

16 

90 

10 

30 

Kind  of 
Ventilation 


Natural. 
Natural 


Fan  . . . 

Fan  am 

nace. 


Fan 

Natural 


Kan 


Furnace.  .. . 
Fan  and  far 

nace 

Furnace 


Fan 

Fan 

Natural 

Fan  and   fur 

nace 

Furnace  

Furnace  

Furnace 

Furnace 


Furnace  . 


Natural 

Furnace.  . . . 

Fan  and  fur 

nace 


Natural  . 
Natural  . 
Furnace. 
Furnace. 

Fan 

Furnace . 
Natural  . 

Fan 


Natural  . 

119  Fan 

L20  Furnace  , 


Furnace 

Natural    and 

furnace 

Natural 

Natural 

Natural  

Natural  

Natural  

Furnace 

Natural  

Fan 

Fan 

Natural 


Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
DrDt 
Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Slope 


Inspector  of  Mines. 


115 


Openings,  Kind  and  Thickness  of  the  Coal  Worked,   No.  of  Coke 
to  Which  the  Coal  is  Shipped. 


COAL. 

a 

if 

i-.v 
iiZ 
3^ 
6* 

60 

125 
175 
195 
226 
213 

244 

240 
180 

282 

244 
315 
253 

300 

■Jim 
142 
200 
156 

212 

76 
L56 

117 

156 

21:; 
86 
L35 

240 
80 

111 

100 

150 

94 

too 

149 
105 
100 
156 
100 
80 
63 
120 
275 
165 

1,   0, 

~  1 

ZJfc 

6 
53 

2 
a 

c 
6 

A 

00 

a 

U 

> 
O 

<D 
!A 

O 
O 

o 
6 

'"  -3 
MB 

~t 

^3 
dH 
z; 

1 

8 

12 

25 

18 

18 
6 

15 

5 

36 

12 

12 
2r> 
27 

-1? 
10 
12 
6 

20 
14 

12 

11 
6 
6 
5 
15 
15 
28 

8 

27 
10 

15 

34 

to 

i! 

23 

'; 

6 
8 

Points  to  Which  Coal 
is  Shipped. 

c 

y 

Seam 
Worked. 

o 

a 

3  "5 

a    o 

H    U 

ft  in 
5    6 

5 
6 
5 

5    6 

4    8 

4  8 
4A6 

5  6 

4  3 

4*5,5 

5  6 

3 
3 

S 

3 

3    6 

3  6 

4  6 

4  15 

4 
3 
4 
4 
8     6 

5  6 

3  10 

4 

4  3 
5 

5 

4 

to   to 

°l  Us 

4 
3 

4 

4  6 
3     6 
3  10 

5  e 

5 

Kind  and  Qualities 
Gas 

No.  2  Gas 

Gas  and  steam 

Gas  and  steam  

Semi-bituminous 

4 
1 

) 

1 

66 

115 

No.  2  Gas 

No.     5    Block. 

Tidewater  and  western 

116  ^ 

117 

Coal  Valley... 

Soft  bituminous 

Gas  and  steam 

4 

04 

121 

No  5  B'ock.... 

North  and  west 

122 

No.  2  Gas 

Gas 

Eagle  No.  1 

EaKleNos.  1,  2 
Powellton 

213 
50 
312 

200 

;;i:; 

5 

3 

3 

54 
78 
202 

202 
20 

18 

Converted  into  coke.. 
Coke  ovens  and  west... 
Gas  works,  R  R.  Cos. . 

Bituminous 

Steam,  sas  and  coking 

Bituminous,  coking... 
Bituminous,  coking 
Bituminous  coking... 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coning 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  p oking 

Steam  aud  coking. . . . 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  aud  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steimand  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  cokiug  .... 
Steam  and  coking 

126 
127 

128 

Sewell 

Eastern  tidewater 

Local  and  tidewater. . . 

129  l 

240 

200 

12 

84 

Tidewater 

Virginia  and  North  C. . 

Sewell  

Sewell  

133 

Sewell  

Sewell  

122 

305 

1 

1 

1 

135 
196 

Low  Moor  and  tidew'r 

Gen.  east  and  west 

Longdate,   V  irginia 

Eastern  seaboard 

Eastern  seaboard 

136 

Sewell  

Sewell  

138 

Red  Ash 

214 
156 
100 

2 

1 

96 

"50 

50 

141 

Red  Ash 

Red  Ash 

Sewell  

Sewell  

Eastern  seaboard 

80%  east  and  20%  west. 

Tidewater  and  west 

Tidewater  and  west 

(42 
143 

144  1 

145 

Red  Ash 

2 

Red  Ash 

Sewell 

134 

160 

ia 

2 

2 

60 

20 
20 

91 

148 

Sewell,  Red  A 

Red  Ash 

0 

Red   Ash  

Red  Ash   

Tidewater 

Coke  ovens  and  tidew'r 

Red  Ash 

Steanv.and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  andcokiu< 

Steam  aud  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

Steam  and  coking 

1C0 

153 

Quinnimont... 

1 

Atlantic  coast  points.. 

Tidewater 

Tidewater  and  west 

Tidewater  and  west 

155 

241 

i 

10 

Sewell 

159 
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Table  Showing   the  Number  of  Men  Employed, 
Ovens  and  the  Principal  Points. 


Kind   of 


County. 


Fayette 


Raleigh 


Name  of  Company. 


Collins  Colliery  Co 

Dunloop  Coal  «fc  Coke  Co 
The  Turkey  Knob  Coal  Co 
The  Macdonald  C'lli'yCo 
Sugar  Creek  0.  A   C.  Co. 
Boone  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . . 

Ballinger  Coal  Co 

Smokeless  Coal  Co 

Roth  well  Coal  Co 

Blume  Coal  &  Coke  Co... 


Royal  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


Southwest  Va.  Imp.  Co... 
The  Goodwill  C.  &  C.  Co. 

Louisville  C.  &  C.  Co 

Buckeye  Coal  &  ooke  Co. 
Caswell  Creek  C.  &  C.Co 
Bcoth-Bowen  C.  <fc  C.  Co 

(Sterling) 
Mill  Creek  C.  &  C.  Co.... 

(Coaldale) 
Mill  Creek  C.  &  C.  Co.... 


Elkhorn  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
Shamokln  Coal  &  CokeCo 

(Norfolk) 
Norfolk  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . 

(Angle) 
Norfolk  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . 

(Lick  Branch) 
Norfolk  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . 
Turkey  Gap  C.  &  C.  Co. . . 
Houston  Coal  <S  Coke  Co. 
Crozer  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . . 
Upland  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . 
Powhatan  Coal  &  Coke  Co 
Lynchburg  Goal  &  CokeCo 
Elk  Ridge  Coal  &  Coke  Co 
Algoma  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . 
Arlington  Coal  &.  Coke  Co 

Rolfe  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

The  Roanoke  C.  &  C.  Co. 
Indian  Ridge  C.  &  C.  Co. 
Gilliam  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . 
McDowell  Coal  &  Coke  Co 
Greenbrier  Coal  <fe  C.  Co.. 
Ashland  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
Keystone  Coal  &  C.  Co. . . 

Pulaski  Iron  Co 

Eureka  Coal  A  Coke  Co. . 
Shawnee  Coal  &  Coke  Co 
Empire  Coal  &  Coke  Co. . . 
Peerless  Coal  &  Coke  Co.. 
Bottom  Creek  C.  &  C  Co. 
Tidewater  Coal  &  Coke  Co 


Employees. 


85     30 
18      25 


15      20 
5 


209    610  2819    414  1042  1456 


Kind  of 

Ventilation. 


330  Fan 

144  Furnace. 

79  Natural  . 
205'Natural  . 

28  Furnace. 

5H  Furnace. 


Furnace. 
Furnace. 
Furnace. 
Furnace. 


Fan 
Fan 
Fan 
Fan 
Fan 
Fan 

Fan 

Fan 


Fun 
Fan 


Fan 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan  

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 

Furnace 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 


Furnace. 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 

Fan 


Inspector  of  Mines. 
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Openings,  Kind  and  Thickness  of  the  Coal  Worked,  No.  of  Cok( 
to  Which  the  Coal  is  Shipped. 


Seam 
Worked. 


Sewell. 
Sewell, 
Sewell 
Sewell 
Sewell 
Sewell 
Sewell 
Sewell 
Sewell 
Sewell 


Poch'tsor  No.3 


Kind  and  Qualities. 


Steam 
Steam 
Steam 
Steam 
Steam 
Steam 
Steam 
Steam 
Steam 
Steam 


and  coking., 
and  coking., 
and  coking. . 
and  coking. . 
and  coking., 
and  coking... 
and  coking. . 
and  coking ... 
and  coking,, 
and  coking 


Steam  and  coking. 


Steam  and  cokins'.. 
Steam  and  coking.. 
Steam  and  coking. . 
Steam  and  coking... 
Steam  and  coking.. 
Steam  and  coking  . 

Steam]  and  coking. 

Steam  and  coking. 


Steam  and  coking.. 
Steam  and  coking.. 


Steam  and  coking . 


Steam  and  coking.. 

Steam  and  coking. 
Steam  and  coking. . 
Steam  audcoking.. 
Steam  and  coking. . 
Steam  and  coking. . 
Steam  and  coking. . 
Steam  and  coking.. 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking  . 
Steam  and  coking. 
Steam  and  coking. 
Steam  and  coking 
Steam  and  cokiug. 
Steam  and  coking. 
Steam  and  coking. 
Steam  and  cokiDg. 


2150    2Cb 
25oUoO 


HOD  I  2 
200  3 
180  3 
125    1 


Points  to  Which  Coal 
Shipped. 


20    820     70 


Tidewater  &  West 

Tidewater  &  West 

Tidewater 

Tidewater  &  West 

Tidewater*  West 

Tidewater  &  Chicago. . 

Tidewater 

Tidewater 

Tidewater 

Richmond  &  Tidewater 


Tidewater  &  West. 
Tidewater  &  West. 
Tidewater  &West. 

Tidewater 

Tidewater 

Tidewater 


Tidewater. 
Tidewater. 


Tidewater. 
Tidewater. 


Tidewater  A  West.. 

Tidewater  &  west. . 

Tidewater*  West. 
Tidewater*  West. 
Tidewater*  West. 
Tidewater*  West. 
Tidewater  A  West. 
Tidewater  &  West.. 
Tidewater  &West.. 
Tidewater  &  West. 
Tidewater  &  West.. 
Tidewater*  West.. 
Tidewater  &  West  . 
Tidewater  *  West. 
Tidewater  *  West.. 
Tidewater  *  West.. 
Tidewater  &  West. . 
Tidewater  &  West. 
Tidewater  &  West.. 
Tidewater  &  West.. 
Tidewater  *  West. 
Tidewater  &  West. 
Tidewater  &  West. 
Tidewater  &  West  . 
Tidewater*  West.  . 
Tidewater  &  West.. 
Tidewater  &  •West. 
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Table   Showing    the  Number   of  Men    Employed,    Kind  of  Mine 
Ovens  and  the  Principal  Points. 


Name  of  Company. 

Employees. 

Kind  of 
Ventilation 

ft 

County. 

Inside. 

Outside. 

3 

o 

H 

£ 

CO 

O 
a 

3 

tj  si 

c 
V 

3 

O 

3 

o 

o 

l_3 

5& 

o 

208 
209 
2HI 

212 

Mingo . . . 

Thacker  Coal  &  Coke  Co.. 
Mingo  Coal  &  Coke  Co  .. . 
Maritime  Coal  &  Coke  Co 

Logan  Con.  Coal  Co 

The  Lynn  C  A  C.  Co 

55 

16 
96 
40 
35 

45 
20 
4(1 
30 
15 

392 

30 

2 
30 

in 
fi 
8 
4 

2 
2 

85 
18 
126 
50 
40 
53 
24 
42 
32 
16 

186 

20 
4 
8 

10 
5 
4 
5 

1 
65 

20 
4 
8 

Id 
5 
4 

6 

2 

65 

105 

134 

60 
45 
57 
29 
48 
Ml 
17 

561 

Furnace 

Furnace 

Furnace  .... 

Furnac* 

Furnace 

Furnace 

Furnace 

Furnace 

Furnace 

Natural, 

Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Slope 
Drift 

214 
21o 
2  If, 
217 

Grapevine  Coal  Co 

Camp  Branch  C.  &  C  Co. 
Freeport  Coal  &  Min.  Co.. 

Drift 
Drift 
Drift 
Drift 

Inspector  of  Mines. 
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Opening,  Kind  and  Thickness  of  the  Coal  Worked,  No.  of  Coke 
to  Which  the  Coal  is  Shipped. 


COAL. 

d 

-5  - 
i2 1' 

C  n 
OS 

z 

"  o 

—  x 

x  O 

"  a 

o 

a 

0 

o 

i- 

03 

s 

6 

0 

0) 

0 

V 

o 
o 

o 

6 

y 

£  i. 
£"2 
=  ~ 

l| 

A  s 
y 

Points  to  Which  Coal  is 
Shipped. 

o 

y, 

Seam 
Worked. 

V 

H 

~- 
0 

Kind  and  Qualities. 

f! 
3 

4 
4 
5 

6 
4 
10 
4 

8 
8 

2 
8 

300 
90 
850 
180 
145 
189 
181 

in 
:it>o 
170 

1 

13 

2 
7 

West  &  Northwest 

Chicago  &  West 

ao« 

Splint  and  gas 

Splint  and  gas 

Splint  andgas 

Gas  and  splint 

Splint  and  gas 

Spline  and  gas 

"u< 

1 

.' 

"ii 

TIp.Kittanning 

•■I  i 

VI" 

L.  Kittanniug 

3 

8 

3 

-1 

1 

50 

Local  &  Western 

vi;- 
"11 

Virginia  and  Ohio 

Ohio  &  Western  States. 
Ohio     

"I.". 

Up'r  Freepori 
Up'r    Freeport 

VIC 

Splint 

«i7 

6 

a 

— 
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INSPECTIONS  OF  MINES. 


JAMES  W.  PAUL, 
Chief  Inspector,    Charleston. 


STEPHEN  A.   LEWIS, 

Inspector  1st  District. 


JERRY  MEADE, 

Inspector  2nd  District. 


JOHN  I.  ABSALOM, 

Inspector  3rd  District. 


WM.  J.  PREECE, 

Inspector  J+th  District. 


The  inspections  made  cover  the  period  from  May  18th,  '97,  to 
July  81st,  1897.  No  record  has  been  made  of  the  inspections 
made  by  the  retiring  inspectors  for  the  ten  and  one-half  months 
(10iy)  months  ending  June  18th,  1897.  This,  therefore,  necessi- 
tates the  record  of  inspections  to  cover  the  month  of  July  in  order 
that  all  the  mines  in  the  State  be  given  some  note  in  this  report. 
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FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Stephen  A.  Lewis,  Inspector, 

Fairmont,  W.  Va. 

Inspection  of  the  mines  in  the  counties  of 

Barbour,  Marion,  Ohio, 

Brooke,  Monongalia,  Preston, 

Harrison,  Marshall,  Taylor, 

Hancock,  Mineral,  Tucker. 

BARBOUR  COUNTY. 

Junior  Mine,  belonging  to  the  Junior  Coal  Company.  Post- 
office,  fflhina,  W.    Va. 

July  20th,  the  above  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made 
of  the  workings.  This  mine  is  located  on  the  line  of  the  West  Vir- 
ginia Central  &  Pittsburg  R  R.,  on  the  course  of  Tygart's  Valley 
river  near  the  county  line  of  Barbour  and  Randolph,  and  is  a 
drift  mine  which  works  the  Freeport  coal,  at  this  place  5  feet  6 
inches  thick.     This  coal  is  locally  named  the  Roaring  Creek. 

This  mine  is  not  in  a  good  condition,  not  sufficient  air  for  the 
miners;  the  mine  is  ventilated  by  means  of  ajire  basket  which  is 
not  equal  to  the  demands  made  upon  it.  A  furnace  was  recom- 
mended as  a  better  means  of  ventilating  the  mine. 

The  drainage  and  roads  are  in  poor  condition.  Suggestions 
were  made,  which,  if  followed,  will  remedy  these  matters. 

There  is  no  second  opening  as  required  by  section  6  of  the  mine 
law.  The  violation  of  this  section  was  cited  the  officers  of  the 
company  and  recommendations  were  made  in  regard  to  the  plac- 
ing of  ventilating  doors  and  brattices  for  the  proper  directing  of 
the  air  currents. 

R.  G.  Haskins,  Supt.     H.  C.  Haskins,  Mine  Boss. 


Hall  Mine,  belonging  to  The  Hall  Coal  Company.  Postoffice, 
PAilippl,   W.   Va. 

This  mine. is  located  one  mile  north  of  Philippi  on  the  line  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  and  is  a  drift  mine  of  small  pro- 
portions employing  about  80  men. 

D.  H.  Poling,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 

BROOKE  COUNTY. 

Blanche  Mine,  belonging  to  the  Blanche  Coal  Company.     Post- 
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office,  New  Cumberland,  W.  Va.,  is  located  one  mile  west  of  Col- 
liers, on  the  line  of  the  P.  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  R. 

On  June  29th  the  above  mine  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  in 
a  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  some  parts  of  the  roads, 
which  were  somewhat  muddy.  The  workings  were  in  good  condi- 
tion. At  the  date  of  this  inspection  the  miners,  numbering  about 
35,  were  on  a  strike,  which  was  brought  about  by  the  company 
putting  diamond  screen  bars  in  the  shute  in  which  the  coal  is 
screened  previous  to  its  being  weighed. 

L.  0.  Smith,  Supt.     Thomas  Ritson,  Mine  Boss. 


Gilchrist  Mine,  belonging  to  the  Gilchrist  Coal  Company. 
Postoffice,  Lazearville,   W.   Va. 

June  28th  this  mine  was  visited  but  an  inspection  was  not 
made,  owing  to  the  mine  being  idle  on  that  day. 

This  mine  is  H  miles  north  of  Lazearville,  on  the  line  of  the  P. 
C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  R.,  and  is  equipped  with  railroad  and  river  tip- 
ples. The  mine  being  about  1,000  feet  up  the  mountain,  the  coal 
cars  are  run  down  a  gravity  plane  to  the  tipples. 

This  mine  is  mapped  to  date,  but  the  superintendent  declined 
most  emphatically  to  furnish  the  State  a  copy  of  the  map. 

Legal  process  will  be  resorted  to  in  case  the  map  is  not  forth- 
coming within  a  reasonable  length  of  time. 

Alex  .Gilchrist,  Supt.     William  Gilchrist,  Mine  Boss. 

Wellsburg  mine,  belonging  to  Forbas,  Carmichael  &  Co.,  P.  0. 
Wellsburg,  W.  Va.,  is  located  at  Wellsburg  on  the  line  of  the  P. 
C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  R. 

June  28th.  The  lease  which  this  mine  has  been  working  will 
very  shortly  be  exhausted  and  the  company  contemplates  disso- 
lution about  the  first  of  September. 

Notice  was  given  this  company  that  before  abandoning  the 
mine  they  comply  with  the  law  which  requires  the  map  of  the 
mine  to  be  extended  and  copies  furnished  the  inspector  of  mines 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  the  county  in  which  the 
mine  is  located. 

J.  W.  Carmichael,  Supt.     Posey  Cheak,  Mine  Boss. 

HANCOCK  COUNTY. 

Sligomine,  belonging  to  the  Mack  Manufacturing  Company,  P. 
O.  New  Cumberland,  W.    Va.,  is  operated  for   the  purpose  of  fur- 
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nishing  fuel  for  the  brick  works  of  this  company.  This  mine  is 
located  at  Corinth. 

June  29th,  this  mine  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  a  very- 
unfavorable  condition.  The  ventilation  was  not  sufficient,  which 
in  a  measure,  was  due  to  the  faulty  manner  in  which  the  8  foot 
fan  had  been  placed,  but  it  was  also  found  that  the  return  airway 
leading  to  the  fan  was  contracted  in  places  to  three  feet  square. 
The  brattices  were  in  a  bad  condition  and  were  being  neglected. 
The  roads  were  wet  and  muddy,  and  the  general  conditions  gave 
evidence  of  neglect  or  incompetent  underground  management. 
The  fact  that  the  mine  has  not  been  inspected  heretofore  may  ac- 
count, in  some  degree,  for  the  condition  of  this  mine. 

Instrustions  were  given  to  remedy  the  matters  here  reported  to 
be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition. 

S.  G.  Galliard,  Supt.     John  Chromes,  Mine  Boss. 

The  management  of  the  above  mine  threatened  to  reduce  the 
number  employed  undergound  to  nine  men,  rather  than  to  com- 
ply with  the  instructions  which  the  Inspector  gave  in  regard  to 
bettering  the  condition  of  this  mine  as  to  ventilation  and  general 
safety  of  the  men.  When  this  matter  was  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chief  Mine  Inspector,  the  following  communication 
was  addressed  to  the  Attorney  General  of  this  State. 

Office  of  Chief  Mine  Inspector. 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  July  3,  1897. 
Hon.  E.  P.  Rucker,  Attorney  General. 

Charleston,  W.  Va. 
•  Dear  Sir: — Some  mine  operators  attempt  to  evade  the  mine 
laws  of  this  State  by  reducing  the  total  number  of  underground 
employes  to  less  than  ten,  thereby  claiming  that  §18  of  the  mine 
laws  shields  them  from  the  various  provisions  of  the  law.  A  case 
in  point  is  in  Hancock  county,  where  the  Mack  Manufacturing 
Co.  threatens  to  reduce  the  number  of  underground  employes 
from  33  to  9  men  in  order  that  certain  recommendations,  which 
the  State  Mine  Inspector  has  made,  be  ignored.  If  at  any  time 
within  the  history  of  a  mine  ten  men  are  employed  in  a  period  of 
24  hours,  can  the  operators  of  any  such  mine  subsequently  evade 
the  provisions  of  the  mine  laws  by  reducing  the  underground  em- 
ployes to  a  number  less  than  ten? 

I  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  kindly  give  me  your  opinion  upon 
the  above  conditions. 

Yours  very  truly, 

JAMES  W.  PAUL, 
l  %ief  Mine  Inspector. 
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In  answer  to  the  above  communication  the  following  letter  was 
received  from  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General: 

State  of  West  Virginia. 
Office  of  Attorney  General. 
Welch. 
Welch,  West  Virginia,  July  28th,  1897. 
Hon.  James  W.  Paul,  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines. 

Charleston,  West  Virginia. 
Dear  Sir: — Owing  to   my  prolonged    absence  from  home,  your 
letter  of  July  3rd  has  remained  unanswered  to  this  time. 

I  am  very  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  where  a  mining  com- 
pany employs  a  number  of  men  in  the  working  of  its  operation, 
then  it  cannot  evade  the  law  by  discharging  a  sufficient  number 
to  reduce  the  number  employed  below  ten,  unless  this  is  done  be- 
fore the  attention  of  its  officers  is  called  to  its  failure  to  comply 
with  the  law. 

I  do  not  think,  however,  that  the  mere  fact  that  some  time  in 
its  past  history  the  company  employed  more  that  ten  men,  would 
necessarily  snbject  it  to  the  requirements  and  penalties  of  our 
statute,  but  that  the  question  should  turn  on  the  fact  whether  or 
not  at  the  time  the  attention  of  its  officers  is  called  to  the  mat- 
ter, the  company  actually  employs  more  than  ten  men  in  the 
working  of  its  mine. 

Verv  respectfully, 

EDGAR  P.  RUCKER, 
(Diet.)  Attorney  General. 

Marquet  mine,  owned  and  operated  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Marquet,  P. 
O.  New  Cumberland,   W.   Va.  is  located  at   New  Cumberland. 

June  30th,  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made  of  the 
workings  and  the  same  was  found  to  be  in  good  order  with  respect 
to  ventilation,  roads  and  drainage.  While  this  mine  relies  upon 
natural  causes  for  ventilation  the  currents  are  affected  some- 
what by  the  direction  and  force  of  the  wind — at  times  the  wind 
reinforces  the  current  and  at  other  times  counteracts  it,  but  there 
being  five  openings  to  this  mine  the  ventilation  is  generally  good 
under  all  atmospheric  conditions. 

W.  S.  Marquet,  Supt.     W.  Holmes,  Mine  Boss. 

HARRISON    COUNTY. 

Enterprise  mine,  operated  by  Samuel  Hines  &  Co.,  P.  0.  Enter- 
prise,  is  located  at  Enterprise,  on    the   line  of   the  Monongahela 
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River  R.  R.  This  is  a  new  mine  and  has  never  before  been  re- 
ported. The  Pittsburg  coal  is  being  worked  at  this  point  and  the 
coal  is  at  such  a  height  above  the  railroad  as  to  make  a  gravity 
plane  or  mechanical  haulage  unnecessary  in  order  to  get  the  mine 
cars  onto  the  tipple.  This  mine  was  not  in  operation  on  the  day 
on  which  it  was  visited,  and  it  was  learned  that  it  had  been  some 
time  since  coal  had  been  loaded  at  this  mine,  which  was  due 
principally  to  the  stagnation  in  the  coal  trade. 
W.  E.  Colburn,  Supt, 


Goulson  mine,  operated  by  the  Coulson  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  P.  0. 
Enterprise,  is  a  new  mine  located  near  Enterprise,  on  the  line  of 
the  Monongahela  River  R.  R.,  and  was  opened  at  the  beginning 
of  the  calendar  year  1897. 

A  good  and  substantial  tipple  of  timber  is  the  principal  struc- 
ture at  this  plant.  A  few  small  shipments  have  been  made  from 
this  mine,  which  works  the  Pittsburg  coal. 

On  May  31st,  this  mine  was  visited  and  found  to  be  idle. 

Wm.  Coulson,  Gen'l  Mgr.   John  Coulson,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 


Mt,  Clare  mine,  operated  by  the  Mt.  Clare  Coal  Co.,  P.  0.  Mt. 
Clare,  is  located  at  Mt.  Clare,  on  the  line  of  the  West  Virginia  & 
Pittsburg  R.  R. 

July  10th,  the  above  mine  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  the 
following  condition:  Practically  no  air  in  circulation,  roads 
somewhat  muddy  and  poor  drainage. 

The  cause  of  the  air  being  deficient  is  due  to  neglect  to  place 
the  necessary  brattices  for  the  proper  regulation  of  the  air  cur- 
rents. The  air  does  not  reach  the  working  places,  the  places  it 
is  most  needed.  Instructions  were  given  for  bettering  the  venti- 
lation and  methods  were  suggested  whereby  the  water  can  be 
drained  so  as  to  place  the  roads  in  a  better  condition.  The  roof 
of  this  mine  is  soapstone  and  being  full  of  slips  it  is  very  dan- 
gerous. 

This  mine  has  not  been  mapped  and  the  operators  are  violators 
of  section  6  of  the  mine  law,  which  requires  that  the  mine  be 
mapped  and  a  true  copy  of  the  same  be  delivered  to  the  Mine  In- 
spector. 

J.  H.  Hansome,  Supt.     W.  P.  Wheatley,  Mine  Boss. 
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Howard  mine,  operated  by  the  Howard  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  P.  0. 
WUsonburg,  is  located  at  Wilsonburg,  on  the  Parkersburg 
branch  of-the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R. 

On  June  loth,  this  mine  was  visited  and  found  to  be  idle  and  ap- 
parently deserted,  since  no  persons  could  be  found  about  the  plant" 
who  had  any  official  importance  with  the  works.  This  happened 
to  be  one  of  the  idle  seasons  with  this  company  and  since  this 
mine  is  one  of  the  most  important  producers  of  coal  in  the  coun- 
try, it  is  considered  in  order  to  make  some  mention  of  it  in  this 
report. 

John  Temple,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 

Desjx/rd  min e,  operated  by  the  Despard  Gas  Coal  Co.,  P.  0.. 
Clarksburg,™  situated  one  mile  east  of  Clarksburg  on  the  Parkers- 
burg branch  of  the  B.  &  0.  R.  R. 

July  9th,  an  inspection  was  made  and  the  mine  found  to  be  in 
the  following  condition:  The  ventilation,  which  is  natural,  is 
good;  roads  and  drainage  fair.  This  mine  has  driven  through  the 
hill  and  the  coal  opened  in  the  hill  beyond.  There  are  three  out- 
lets through  which  the  men  can  pass. 

This  mine  has  been  mapped  but  not  up  to  a  recent  date. 

Mord  Lewis,  Supt.     J.  W.  Latsletter,  Mine  Boss. 

Pi // nick  in  nick  mine  No.  1,  belonging  to  and  operated  by  the 
Pinnickinnick  Coal  Co.,  P.  0.  Clarksburg,  is  situated  at  Clarks- 
burg, on  the  line  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R. 

On  June  5th,  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made, 
but  the  mine  being  idle  on  that  day,  the  roads  were  covered,  in 
places,  with  water,  and  the  furnace  was  without  a  fire.  At  this 
date  the  mine  was  not  enjoying  a  very  steady  run,  which  was  due 
to  the  depressed  condition  of  the  coal  market  and  the  low  price 
of  coal. 

Joseph  L.  Dixon,  Supt.     M.  Mannix,  Mine  Boss. 

Famum  mine{No.  4)  operated  by  the  Pinnickinnick  Coal  Co., 
P.  0.  Clarksburg,  is  situated  at  Farnum.  on  the  line  of  the  Mon- 
ongahelia  River  R.  R.  On  June  7th,  this  mine  was  visited  and 
found  not  in  operation  and  it  was  learned  that  the  same  had  not 
been  operated  since  January  of  this  year. 

Joseph  L.  Dixon,  Supt.     T.  H.  Roberts,  Mine  Boss. 
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Fall  Run  mine  (No.  2),  operated  by  the  Pinnickinnick  Coal 
Co.,  P.  0.  Clarksburg,  is  situated  one  mile  up  Snake  Hollow  on  a 
spur  track  from  the  main  line  of  the  Monongahela  River  R.  R. 

On  June  7th  this  mine  was  visited  and  found  idle  and  it  was 
learned  that  the  same  had  not  been  running  for  several  months. 

Joseph  L.  Dixon,  Supt.      Wm.  Shahan,  Mine  Boss. 


Briar  Hill  mine,  operated  by  the  Briar  Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
P.  O.  Fairmont,  is  situated  at  Farnum,  on  the  Mononaghela 
River  R.  R. 

June  4th,  the  above  mine  was  inspected  and  the  air  was  found 
to  be  in  bad  condition,  which  was  due  to  defective  doors  and 
brattices  and  a  neglect  to  give  these  the  proper  attention  as  the 
workings  advance. 

The  ventilation  is  natural  and  gives  poor  results. 

The  mine  is  very  wet  at  present,  but  at  the  time  of  my  visit  a 
ditch  9  feet  deep  at  the  drift  mouth  was  being  cut,  which  will, 
when  completed,  drain  the  mine. 

The  water  is  being  hauled  out  in  a  water  car  which  leaks  and 
makes  the  roads  muddy.  This  is  a  good  mine,  and  when  the  re- 
commendations made  are  fulfilled  the  mine  will  be  in  a  first  class 
condition. 

C.  W.  Watson,  Supt. 

MINES  NOT   INSPECTED. 

Adamston  mine,  belonging  to  Adamston  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
Glen  Falls  mine,  belonging  to  Glen  Falls  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
These   mines  have  not   been  operated  during  the  past  year  and 
have  furnished  no  coal  to  the  markets  during  that  time. 

MARSHALL   COUNTY. 

Moundsville  Coal  Co. 

Moundsville  shaft,  operated  by  the  Moundsville  Coal  Co.,  P.  0. 
Moundsville,  is  a  shaft  mine  situated  in  the  town  of  Mounds- 
ville. 

On  June  24  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  shaft  and  of  the  un- 
derground workings.  The  ventilation  was  found  to  be  good  but 
the  roads  were  somewhat  muddy.  The  roof  on  the  main  hallways 
is  bad  in  some  places  and  instructions  were  given  to  take  some  of 
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the  roof  down  so  as  to  make  it  safe  for  those  who  were  compelled 
to  travel  through  those  parts  of  the  mine.  This  mine  is  known 
at  times  to  generate  light  carburetted  hydrogen  gas,  but  on  the 
day  of  the  inspection  it  failed  to  reveal  its  presence. 

The  shaft  was  found  to  be  in  a  bad  condition.  The  guides  for 
the  cages  were  made  of  light  material  and  there  were  no  safety 
catches  on  the  cages,  as  the  law  requires  to  be.  All  miners  and 
other  underground  employes  are  lowered  and  raised  in  this  shaft. 
A  second  shaft  is  used  for  an  airway  but  there  is  no  ladder-way 
whereby  the  men  could  escape  from  the  shaft  in  case  the  main 
hoisting  shaft  should  in  any  way  be  obstructed  so  as  to  prevent 
the  sages  from  being  lowered  and  raised.  The  company  was  noti- 
fied to  the  effect  that  they  would  have  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law  in  regard  to  placing  their  shaft  in  a  safe 
condition.  During  the  past  year  the  head-house  over  this  shaft 
was  damaged  to  a  considerable  extent  by  fire,  but  the  parts  de- 
stroyed have  been  replaced  and  other  improvements  made  by  way 
of  the   construction  of  coal  bins  for  supplying   the  local  market. 

John  W.  Berry,  Supt.     C.  E.  Pickett,  Mine  Boss. 


Glendale  Coal  Co. 

Gl&ndale  shaft,  operated  by  the  Glendale  Coal  Co.,  P.  0.  Glen- 
dale, is  a  shaft  miue  located  at  Glendale  on  the  Ohio  River  and 
on  the  lines  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Ohio  Rivec  R.  R. 

On  June  25th  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  roads  were  found 
to  be  very  muddy  and  the  drainage  poor  in  the  extreme.  Water 
was  standing  along  the  main  heading  for  a  distance  of  500  feet, 
which  was  from  3  inches  to  12  inches  over  the  track.  The  miners 
ha^e  been  obliged  to  travel  ^through  this  heading  in  order  to  get 
to  their  work.  A  pump  was  recommended  to  be  placed  in  the 
mine  with  a  capacity  sufficient  to  keep  the  water  out.  The  ven- 
tilation of  this  mine  is  produced  by  a  12  foot  fan,  which  causes  a 
sufficient  volume  of  air  to  go  into  the  mine,  but  which  is  not 
well  distributed,  the  air  being  found  bad  in  numbers  1  and  2 
headings.  The  cause  for  this  lack  of  proper  ventilation  was  due 
to  the  air  stoppings  and  brattices  being  in  a  poor  condition.  These 
were  ordered  to  be  repaired  and  put  in  good  order.  The  miners 
are  raised  and  lowered  on  the  cages  in  the  shaft.  The  cages  are 
not  equipped  with  safety  cacthes,  which  is  a  violation  of  a  section 
of  the  mining  ^laws.  No  ladder-way  is  provided  in  the  air  com- 
partment of   the  shaft  and  the  slope  entrance   to  the  mine  is  not 
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in  a  condition  for  men  to  travel.  These  matters  were  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  management  of  this  mine  and  suggestions 
were  made  that  they  be  given  the  attention  which  the  law  re- 
quires. A  rope  haulage  is  used  on  the  inside  for  hauling  the  cars 
to  the  bottom  of  the  shaft. 

F.  H.  Blake,  Supt.     John  Wallace,  Mine  Boss. 


Boggs  Run  Mining  &  Manufacturing  Co. 

Bogc/s  Run  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Wheel- 
ing, is  located  in  Wheeling  at  the  head  of  48th  street,  on  the  linn 
of  the  B.  &  0.  R.  R. 

On  June  25th  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  ventilation,  which 
is  produced  by  a  9  foot  fan,  was  not  giving  very  good  results,  as 
the  air  was  found  to  be  close  in  a  number  of  places  in  the  mine. 
One  cause  of  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  airways  in  some 
places  were  contracted  by  falls  of  slate  to  three  feet  square.  Also 
the  brattices  were  being  somewhat  neglected.  The  management 
of  this  mine  was  instructed  to  clean  out  the  obstructions  in  the 
airways  and  repair  the  brattices.  This  mine  is  under  the  moun- 
tain a  long  distance  and  the  distance  the  air  has  to  travel  mak<js 
friction  an  important  factor  in  the  ventilation  of  this  mine.  A 
tail  rope  haulage  plant  is  very  successfully  operated  at  this 
mine.  The  mine  cars  are  hauled  in  trips  of  24  for  a  distance 
over  a  mile  inside  to  the  tipple,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  drift 
mouth. 

Philip  Kunz,  Supt.     Eugene  Miller,  Mine  Boss. 


Wheeling  Steel  &  Iron  Co. 

Benwood  drift,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  company,  P. 
O.  Wheeling,  is  located  at  Benwood.  The  product  from  this  mine 
is  consumed  in  the  mill  of  the  above  named  company. 

On  June  26  this  mine  was  visited  and  found  to  be  idle,  owing 
to  a  strike  which  was  in  progress  at  the  iron  and  steel  mill. 

Henry  Riddle,  Superintendent  and  Mine  Boss. 

The  Shad  mine,  belonging  to  the  McMillan  Brothers,  located 
at  Benwood,  was  not  inspected,  owing  to  its  not  being  in  opera- 
tion. 
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Palatine  mine,  operated  by  the  Palatine  Coal  Co.,  P.  0.  Balti- 
more,  Ma1.,  is  located  one  inile  south  of  Fairmont  on  the  line  of 
the  B.  &  0.  R.  R.  This  was  formerly  owned  and  operated  by 
the  Newburg  Orrel  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  oi  Baltimore. 

June  10th  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  ventilation,  which  is 
produced  by  natural  means,  gives  poor  results.  One  heading  was 
driven  250  feet  ahead  of  the  air,  but  upon  driving  50  feet  from 
the  opposite  side,  this  heading  will  increase  the  volume  of  air  in 
the  mine. 

The  mine  is  quite  wet  since  the  coal  is  near  the  top  of  the 
mountain  and  surface  water  percolates  through  and  drops  from 
the  roof.  The  drainage  is  fairly  good,  water  standing  in  some 
parts  only.  The  roads  are  somewhat  muddy,  which  is  caused  by 
the  water  dripping  from  the  roof. 

There  are  five  outlets  to  this  mine  each  of  which  is  open  to 
travel. 

M.  D.  Orr,  Supt.     J.  C.  McKinney,  Mine  Boss. 

Aurora  mine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  Newburg  Orrel  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  P.  0.  Baltimore,  Md.,  is  situated  at  Hoult  Station, 
two  miles  north  of  Fairmont,  en  the  line  of  the  Fairmont,  Mor- 
gantown  &  Pittsburg  branch  of  the  B.  &  0.  R.  R. 

June  9th.  The  ventilation  is  produced  by  a  furnace.  The  air 
current  is  not  judiciously  distributed  and,  in  the  case  of  one 
heading,  the  men  are  working  beyond  three  breaks-through,  each 
of  which  is  open. 

The  roads  are  in  a  poor  condition,  and  at  places  they  are  cov- 
ered with  mud.  The  drainage  along  the  heading  is  bad.  This 
mine  has  been  idle  for  over  a  year  and  at  the  date  of  this  inspec- 
tion the  management  had  not  gotten  the  mine  in  its  proper  work- 
ing condition. 

M.  D.  Out,  Supt.     J.  M.  Henry,  Mine  Boss. 

King  mine,  belonging  to  the  Virginia  &  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Coke 
Co,  P.  0.  Fairhand,  is  a  drift  mine  situated  four  miles  southeast 
of  Fairmont  on  the  Tygarts  Valley  river  at  King's  Station.  The 
tipple  and  ovens  are  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  on  the  line 
of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.      The  coal  is  conveyed  from  the  mine  to  the 
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tipple  in  iron  buckets,  which  are  carried  by  a  trolley  over  an 
aerial  line  of  steel  cables. 

May  19th,  the  above  mine  was  inspected.  The  mine  was  found 
to  be  in  good  condition  throughout,  but  the  air  was  deficient  in 
volume  to  an  alarming  degree.  The  mine  is  ventilated  by  means 
of  a  steam  jet  and  the  exhaust  steam  from  an  underground 
pump,  the  former  being  shut  off   when  the  latter  is  in  operation. 

The  superintendent  was  instructed  to  adopt  more  effective 
meshanical  appliances  for  the  ventilation  of  this  mine. 

R.  M.  Hite,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 


Worthingtoti  mine,  operated  by  the  Worth ington  Goal  &  Coke 
Co.,  P.  O.  Worth  in  </ton,  is  located  at  Hutchinson,  on  the  Monon- 
gahela  River  R.  R. 

On  May  29th  this  mine  was  inspected.  This  is  a  mine  which 
is  entered  by  means  of  a  slope  of  about  18  degrees  dip  to  the  hor- 
izontal, 125  feet  long. 

This  mine  is  ventikited  by  means  of  a  10  foot  fan.  The  venti- 
lation was  not  sufficient  to  furnish  air  for  the  men  and  to  carry 
off  the  smoke  from  the  lamps  and  from  the  powder  shots.  This 
was  due  to  the  plow  speed  of  the  fan,  which  was  ordered  to  be  run 
at  a  more  rapid  speed  hereafter. 

Explosive  gas  has  been  reported  to  be  given  off  in  this  mine, 
but  tests  made  on  the  day  of  the  inspection  failed  to  reveal  its 
presence. 

T.  W.  Arnett,  Supt.     Jno.  F.  Bratt,  Mine  Boss. 


Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Prichard  mine,  operated  by  the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  P.  O. 
Fairmont,  is  located  at  Prichard  Station,  on  the  Monongahela 
River  Railroad. 

May  27th,  this  mine  was  visited  and  inspected  and  it  was  found 
to  be  in  a  good  condition  throughout,  there  being  18,000  cubic 
feet  of  air  going  into  the  mine.  A  furnace  is  used  for  ventilat- 
ing this  mine  which  gives  satisfactory  results.  The  miners  burn 
a  quality  of  oil  which  gives  off  a  great  deal  of  smoke.  A  fact 
worthy  of  notice  is  that  the  air  in  this  mine  is  carried  up  through 
the  working   faces.     This    cannot  be  said  of    a  great  many  mines. 

Win,  Clark,  Supc.     John  Prunty,  Mine  Boss. 
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J    A.  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Chieftain  mine,  operated  by  the  above  named  company,  is  sit- 
uated near  Worthington,  on  the  M.  R.  R.  R.,  P.  0.  Fairmont. 

On  May  29th,  the  date  on  which  this  mine  was  visited,  was 
found  not  to  be  in  operation.  This  is  a  new  mine  which 
has  been  recently  opened  in  the  Pittsburg  coal.  The  coal 
at  this  point  is  about  on  the  same  level  with  the  railroad,  which 
requires  the  coal  cars  to  be  taken  up  a  grade  in  order  to  reach  the 
tipple.  This  is  accomplished  by  means  of  a  rope  haulage.  The 
mine  was  found  to  be  in  the  following  condition:  Roads  were  in 
good  condition,  the  roof  is  good.  The  mine  makes  a  great  deal 
of  water,  which  is  well  drained.  This  plant  is  equipped  with  a 
modern  steel  tipple,  being  the  first  of  its  kind  erected  in  Marion 
county. 

J.  A.  Clark,  Supt.     George  Coburn,  Mine  Boss. 

Monongah  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Mine  No.  2,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O. 
Monongah,  is  situated  at  Monongah. 

On  May  24  this  mine  was  visited  and  inspected.  The  air  cur- 
rent was  measured  at  several  places,  each  of  which  gave  a  large 
volume.  On  the  main  return  air-way  80,500  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
minute  were  in  circulation.  In  this  mine  it  was  found  that  all 
day  laborers  burned  a  mixture  of  kerosene  oil  and  black  strap  and 
that  the  miners  use  an  inferior  quality  of  miners'  oil.  The  roof 
in  this  miue  is  very  good  except  in  faulty  places.  An  electrical 
locomotive  is  used  in  this  mine  for  hauling  the  cars  from  the  in- 
side partings  to  the  foot  of  the  slope,  from  which  place  the  cars 
are  hauled  to  the  tipple  by  a  rope  haulage. 

The  miners  are  supplied  with  plenty  of  props.  The  mine  has 
three  outlets  through  which  the  men  can  escape  in  case  of  any 
disaster. 

A.  J.  Ruckman,  Supt.     S.  A.  Barnes,  Mine  Boss. 

Mine  No.  3,  operated  by  the  above  named  company,  is  situated 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  south  of  the  No.  2  mine. 

On  May  25  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made  of 
the  workings  of  the  same.  The  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  12  foo 
fan  which  at  the  time  of  inspection  was  circulating  33,200  cubic 
feet  of  air  per  minute.  The  oil  used  by  the  day  laborers  is  kero- 
sene oil  and  black  strap  mixed,  which  gives  off  a  large  volume  of 
smoke.     The  miners  use  a   quality  of  oil  which  generates  a  great 
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deal  of  smoke.  The  general  conditions  throughout  this  mine  were 
very  favorable  with  the  exception  of  closing  the  break-throughs 
,  in  the  headings  as  others  were  made.  In  one  case  three  break- 
throughs were  found  to  be  open  in  one  heading.  Instructions 
were  given  to  keep  the  break-throughs  properly  closed  as  the 
headings  advanced.  A  great  deal  of  repairing  is  being  done  in 
this  mine  preparatory  to  the  installation  of  an  electrical  locomo- 
tive. This  is  a  large  mine  and  is  well  conducted.  The  roof  in 
some  parts  of  the  mine  is  bad,  but  the  miners  are  supplied  with 
plenty  of  timber  and  the  rooms  are  found  to  be  well  timbered. 
A.  J.  Ruckman,   Superintendent.     A.  E.  Reppert,  Mine  Boss. 

Gaston  Gas  Coal  Co. 

Gaston,  inline,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  named  com- 
pany, P.  0.  Fairmont,  is    located   at  Gaston,  on  the  M.  R.  R.  R. 

On  May  26  this  mine  was  inspected.  This  mine  is  ventilated 
by  a  10  foot  Thayer  fan  with  good  results.  At  the  first  inlet  22,- 
000  cubic  feet  per  minute  were  passing,  and  at  the  second  inlet 
21,000  cubic  feet  per  minute  were  found  to  be  passing.  This  air 
current  is  very  judiciously  circulated  through  the  mine  and. up 
to  the  working  faces.  The  miners  are  supplied  with  plenty  of 
timber  for  propping  the  roof.  There  are  three  openings  to  this 
mine  through  which  the  men  can  escape  in  case  of  any  disaster. 
A  rope  haulage  plant  is  used  in  this  mine. 

S.  L.  Watson,  Supt.     G.  B.  Brown,  Mine  Boss. 


West  Fairmont  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

West  Fairmont  Shq [ft  m ine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  West 
Fairmont  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  P.  O.  Fairmont,  is  situated  at  Barnes- 
ville,  on  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R. 

On  May  20,  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  roads  and  drainage 
were  found  to  be  in  a  good  condition,  and  the  miners  supplied 
with  plenty  of  timber.  Kerosene  oil  and  black  strap  are  used  by 
the  day  laborers  for  ine  in  their  lamps,  and  the  miners  use  an 
inferior  quality  of  oil  for  illuminating  purposes.  On  the  day  on 
which  this  mine  was  inspcted  a  tail  rope  haulage  system  was  put 
into  operation.  It  remains  to  be  seen  if  this  system  of  haluage 
will  prove  a  success  in  this  mine.  The  mine  communicates  with 
the  surface  through  a  shaft  and  a  slope,  the  first  of  which  is  used 
for  raising  the  coal  cars,  and  the  latter  being  used  as   a  means  of 
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entrance  and  exit  for   the  men  and  animals.     A   close   examina- 
tion  failed    to    reveal    the  presence  of   any    explosive  gas  in  this 
mine.    This  is  one  cf  the  few  mines  which  has  made  special  man- 
ways  for  the  men  to  travel  to  and  from  their  work  in  safety. 
W.  B.  Brooks,  Snpt.     S.  C.  Wallace,  Mine  Boss. 


West  Fairmont  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

New  England  mine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  named 
company,  P.  0.  Fairmont,  is  situated  on  the  West  Fork  River, 
opposite  the  Gaston  mine. 

On  May  25th  this  mine  was  visited  and  inspected.  At  this  mine 
some  trouble  has  been  experienced  by  having  the  over-lying 
quicksand  to  break  through  and  close  up  a  part  of  the  workings, 
they  having  lost  60  acres  of  coal  from  this  source  alone.  This 
unforseen  condition  has  necessitated  a  change  in  tha  original 
plans  for  ventilating  this  mine.  It  has  been  necessary  to  split 
the  main  airway  for  a  distance  of  700  feet  and  make  one  part  of 
it  a  return  airway.  The  ventilation  is  produced  by  a  12  foot  fan. 
Kerosene  oil  and  black  strap  mixed  and  an  inferior  quality  of 
miners'  oil  are  used  for  illuminating  purposes  by  the  day  labor- 
ers and  miners  respectively.  All  of  the  headings  in  this  mine 
run  to  the  dip  and  since  the  strata  overhead  produce  a  large 
amount  of  water,  the  mine  is  found  to  be  very  wet  in  a  number 
of  places.  The  water  is  pumped  out  by  means  of  electrical  pumps 
made  portable.  The  roof  is  somewhat  bad,  but  the  miners  are 
supplied  with  plenty  of  timber. 

The  outside  equipment  of  this  mine  is  modern  in  all  of  its 
apartments.  There  is  now  under  construction  at  this  plant  a  300 
horse  power  endless  rope  haulage  system. 

W.  B.  Brooks,  Supt.     Charles  Brooks,  Mine  Boss. 

The  Montana  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Montana  mine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  company,  P. 
O.  Fairmont,  is  located  six  miles  north  of  Fairmont  on  the  line 
of  the  F.  M.  &  P.  R.  R. 

On  May  22  the  above  mine  was  inspected.  This  mine  is  venti- 
lated by  a  16  foot  fan  which  was  passing  36,500  cubic  feet  of  air 
per  minute.  The  workings  of  this  mine  extend  over  a  very  large 
area,  the  roads  and  drainage  of  which  are  in  extra  good  condi- 
tion.     Skill    and  judgment    are  exercised  in    the  direction  of  the 
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underground  workings  in  this  mine.  Interior  qualities  of  oil 
are  used  by  the  inside  laborers  for  lighting  purposes.  A  reversi- 
ble endless  rope  haulage  system  is  used  for  pulling  the  cars  into 
and  out  of  the  mine.  The  speed  of  the  rope  is  such  as  to  permit 
cars  to  be  attached  and  detached  without  stopping  the  rope. 

The  rope  pulls  anywhere  from  one  to  100  mine  cars  in  a  single 
trip.  The  mine  is  arranged  with  a  sufficient  number  of  man- 
ways  for  the  miners  to  go  to  and  from  their  work  in  safety,  with- 
out having  to  travel  the  haulage  roads.  The  equipment  of  the 
mining  plant  is  of  modern  design. 

J.  C.  Gaskill,  Supt.     C.  E.  Gaskill,  Mine  Boss. 

Mason  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Mason  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Fairmont, 
is  situated  at  Luther,  nine  miles  north  of  Fairmont,  on  the  P.  M. 
&  P.  R.  R. 

On  May  21st  this  mine  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  the  fol- 
lowing condition  :  Roads  in  good  condition,  drainage  fair  and  prac- 
tically no  air  in  circulation.  This  mine  is  equipped  with  a  ten 
foot  fan  which  has  not  been  run  for  several  months.  This  ac- 
counts for  the  poor  condition  of  the  air.  The  superintendent 
was  instructed  to  cause  the  fan  to  be  run  at  all  times  when  men 
were  at  work  in  the  mine.  The  condition  of  the  mine  shows  that 
it  has  not  been  well  managed,  since  there  is  lack  of  system  in  the 
directing  of  the  workings.  Three  outlets  are  provided  through 
which  the  men  can  travel. 

A.  B.  McDonald,  Supt.     Presley  Robinson,  Mine  Boss. 

The  Central  mine,  located  one  mile  west  of  Fairmont,  not  be- 
ing in  operation,  was  not  inspected. 

MONONGALIA  COUNTY. 

Opekiska  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Opekiska  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0. 
Opekiska,  is  situated  at  Opkeiska,  on  the  F.  M.  &  P.  R.  R.,  and 
is  the  mine  formerly  operated  by  the  Acme  Coal  Co. 

On  May  22nd  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made  of 
the  same.  The  ventilation  is  produced  by  means  of  a  furnace, 
which  on  the  day  of  this  inspection  had  no  fire  in  it  and  there 
was  practically  no  current  of  air  in  circulation  in  the  mine.   This 
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mine  has  not  been  worked  very  extensively  since  February  of  this 
year,  and  at  the  date  of  inspection  there  were  only  seven  men 
working  inside  of  the  mine. 

W.  G.  H.  Crawford,  Supt.     P.  B.  Robinson,  Mine  Boss. 


Patterson-Reisinger  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Beechwood  mine,  operated  by  the  above  named  company,  P.  0. 
Beechwood,  is  situated  at  Beechwood,  on  the  F.  M.  &  P.  R.  R. 

On  May  22nd  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  roads  in  this  mine 
were  found  to  be  in  good  condition  and  the  drainage  good.  The 
miners  are  supplied  with  plenty  of  timber  for  propping  the  roof. 
The  air  in  this  mine  was  very  deficient  in  volume,  not  being  suffi- 
cient for  the  number  of  men  employed.  From  the  number  of 
men  working  in  this  mine  it  does  not  come  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  law,  but  the  superintendent  of  the  mine  was  instruct- 
ed to  increase  the  volume  of  air  in  circulation  in  the  mine  at  any 
time  he  might  employ  as  many  as  ten  men  in  the  mine. 

Edward  Snyder,  Supt.      Win.  Reid,  Mine  Boss. 

MINERAL  COUNTY. 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Windom  mine,  4  ft.,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  named 
company,  P.  0.  Piedmont,  is  located  one  mile  west  of  Savage. 

On  July  the  14th  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection 
made  of  the  same.  This  is  a  drift  mine  and  has  two  openings 
through  which  the  miners  can  travel  to  and  from  their  work. 
The  ventilation  is  produced  by  a  fire  basket  and  a  furnace  which 
gives  a  very  poor  result.  The  trouble  in  the  ventilation  seems 
to  be  due  to  neglect  in  firing  the  furnace  properly.  The 
roads  were  found  to  be  very  muddy  and  water  was  standing  on  the 
roads  in  some  places.  The  necessary  instructions  were  given 
whereby  the  above  conditions  can  be  improved  so  as  to  meet  all 
of  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

O.  Tibbets,  Supt.     P.  M.  Messenger,  Mine  Boss. 

Hampshire  mine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  named  com- 
pany, P.  O.  Piedmont,  is  a  drift  mine  located  one  mile  west  of 
Savage. 

On  July  14th  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made  of 
the  underground  workings.     The  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  ten  foot 
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fan  which  was  producing  at  bhe  intake  10,420  cubic  feet  of  air 
per  minute.  The  mine  is  well  supplied  with  air,  but  the  miners 
are  found  to  be  working  too  far  ahead  of  the  current.  In  some 
places  the  men  were  250  feet  ahead  of  the  last  break-through. 
These  men  were  requested  to  be  taken  out  of  the  close  places  un- 
til the  break-throughs  were  advanced  so  as  to  get  the  air  up  to 
the  working  places  of  the  men  The  general  conditions  of  this 
mine  in  other  respects  were  very  good.  There  are  three  openings 
to  this  mine  free  of  obstructions  and  through  which  the  miners 
can  pass  with  safety  to  and  from  their  work.  A  number  of  rock 
falls  occur  throughout  this  mine,  which  makes  the  running  ex- 
penses rather  large. 

0.  Tibbets,  Supt.     F.  H.  Tibbets,  Mine  Boss. 


Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Coke  Co. 

Windom  Gas  Coal  mine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  com- 
pany, P.  0.  Piedmont,  is  located  560  feet  above  the  Windom  Big 
Vein  mine  at  Savage. 

On  July  15th  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made  of 
the  underground  workings.  This  mine  is  provided  with  two  open- 
ings through  which  the  miners  can  escape  in  case  of  any  disaster. 
The  mine  is  ventilated  by  natural  causes.  The  direction  of  the 
current  of  air  is  governed  very  largely  by  the  direction  in  which 
the  wind  is  blowing.  At  times  the  current  is  going  in  one  di- 
rection, and  other  times  it  is  going  in  the  opposite  direction. 

No  powder  is  used  in  mining  this  coal,  which  fact  makes  the 
question  of  ventilation  one  which  can  be  easily  dealt  with. 

O.  Tibbets,  Supt.     J.  B.  Rankin,  Mine  Boss. 


Windom  Big  VelnMlne,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  com- 
pany, P.  0.  Piedmont,  is  located  1,460  feet  above  the  Windom 
4  ft.   mine  at  Savage. 

On  July  15th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  mine 
was  formerly  abandoned  but  it  has  recently  been  re-opened,  and 
the  work  which  is  being  done  is  principally  the  robbing  of  pillars. 
There  are  fourteen  miners  employed  in  this  mine,  half  of  which 
work  through  the  day,  and  the  other  half  work  at  night.  There 
is  sufficient  air  in  this  mine  for  the  number  of  men  employed. 

This  coal  measures  13  feet  high,  all  of  which  is  mined. 

0.  Tibbetts,  Supt.     J.  B.  Rankin,  Mine  Boss. 
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W.  Va.  C.  &  P.  Railway  Co. 

Ell-  Garden  Mine  No.  G,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  com- 
pany, P.  O.  Ell-  Garden,  is  located  at  Elk  Garden,  on  the  line  of 
the  Elk  Garden  branch  of  the  W.  Va.  C.  &  P.  R.  R. 

On  June  16th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  venti- 
lation of  this  mine  is  produced  by  natural  causes,  which  give 
good  results  throughout  the  headings  of  the  mine,  but  not  so 
good  in  the  rooms  and  working  places  of  the  miners.  The  cause 
of  the  air  not  being  good  in  the  rooms  is  due  to  the  long  dis- 
tance between  break-throughs  between  the  room.  The  conditions 
as  to  drainage  and  roads  are  very  good.  Provision  is  made  in  this 
mine  whereby  the  men  can  travel  the  roads  to  and  from  their 
work  without  being  in  any  danger  of  being  run  down  by  the  mine 
cars.  The  thickness  of  the  coal  in  this  mine  measures  12  feet, 
and  the  capacity  of  the  mine  is  1,200  tons  per  day. 

W.  T.  Blackiston,  Supt.     Fauston  Wilson,  Mine  Boss. 

Elk  Garden  Gas  Coal  No.  7  mine,  operated  by  the  above  com- 
pany, is  located  immediately  over  the  Elk  Garden  No.  6  mine. 
The  thickness  of  this  coal  averages  about  4  feet  and  is  broken  up 
somewhat  by  faults 

On  July  16th  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  mine  was  found  to 
be  in  a  fair  condition  throughout.  A  small  force  of  men  is  em- 
ployed in  this  mine,  which  is  operated  only  during  the  summer 
season. 

W.  T.  Blackiston,  Supt.     Fauston  Wilson,  Mine  Boss. 

OHIO  COUNTY. 
Elm  Grove  Coal  Co. 

Elm  Grove  shaft,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  company, 
P.  0.  Elm  Grove,  is  located  on  the  Pittsburg  division  of  the  B. 
&  0.  R.  R.  at  Elm  Grove. 

On  June  26th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  shaft  and  mine 
workings.  The  ventilation  of  this  mine  is  produced  by  an  8  foot 
fan  which  was  giving  at  the  main  return  18,550  cubic  feet  of  air 
per  minute  The  air  was  not  well  distributed  throughout  the 
mine  and  in  a  number  of  places  it  was  quite  close.  At  a  point 
near  the  face  of  the  main  heading  the  air  was  passing  through  a 
space  which  was  15  inches  high  by  48  inches  wide.  The  volume  of 
air  passing  throughthis  space  supplied  all  of  the  miners.  Instruc- 
tions  were   given    requesting   this   space   to  be   enlarged  and  all 
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brattices  and  air  stoppings  to  be  repaired  in  order  that  the  min- 
ers might  be  supplied  with  a  greater  volume  of  air  at  their  work- 
ing places. 

The  ladder-way  in  the  air  shaft  is  not  in  good  condition.  There 
are  no  safety  catches  on  the  cages  which  are  used  for  lowering 
and  raising  the  men  in  the  shaft.  No  speaking  tube  is  provided 
for  whereby  the  men  in  the  shaft  can  communicate  with  persons 
on  the  outside.  These  matters  were  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  company  with  a  request  that  they  remedy  the  same. 

J.  B.  Chambers,  Supt.  John  Costello,  Mine  Boss. 

John  P.  Gilchrist. 

Richland  mine,  operated  by  John  P.  Gilchrist,  P.  0.  Wheeling. 
is  located  one  mile  north  of  Wheeling  on  the  line  of  the  P.  C.  G. 
&  St.  L.  R.  R. 

On  June  28th  the  above  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made 
of  the  underground  workings.  The  ventilation  of  this  mine  is 
produced  by  means  of  a  furnace  which  was  causing  8,240  cubic 
feet  of  air  per  minute  to  register  at  the  first  intake.  The  air 
throughout  the  mine  is  only  fairly  good,  since  it  is  not  carried 
properly  to  the  miners  in  their  working  places.  Some  of  the  air 
stoppings  in  the  heading  were  open.  These  were  recommended 
to  be  closed.  An  inferior  quality  of  miners'  oil  is  used  for  the 
lamps.  The  general  conditions  of  the  mine  ill  regard  to  roads 
and  drainage  were  very  good. 

Robert  Gilchrist,  Supt.     John  Aitken,  Mine  Boss. 

Yochum  Coal  Co. 

Yochwn  mine,  operated  by  the  above  named  company,  P.  0. 
Wheeling,  is  a  drift  mine  located  in  East  Wheeling. 

On  July  30th  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made  of 
the  workings.  The  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  furnace  which  does 
not  give  good  results.  The  roads  were  found  to  be  very  muddy 
and  a  poor  system  of  drainage  was  the  principal  cause  of  the  bad 
conditon  of  the  roads.  This  mine  does  not  come  under  the  pur- 
view of  the  law  for  the  reason  that  or.ly  eight  men  were  em- 
ployed inside  of  the  mine.  At  times  this  mine  employs  a  greater 
number  than  ten  men.  The  superintendent  was  instructed  not 
to  place  a  larger  number  of  men  in  this  mine  until  its  sanitary 
conditions  had  been  made  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  mining 
law. 

John  Yochum,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 
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The  following  mines  were  visited  in  this  county  and  found  not 
to  be  in  operation :  La  Belle,  Riverside,  Daugherty,  Whittaker 
and  Manchester. 

PRESTON  COUNTY. 

Austin  Coke  Works. 

Austin  mine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  named  com- 
pany, P.  0.  Austin,  is  a  drift  miuB  located  one  mile  west  of  Aus- 
tin Station,  on  the  line  of  the  B.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co. 

On  July  the  13th  an  inspection  of  this  mine  was  made.  This 
mine  complies  with  the  requirements  of  the  mining  law  in  every 
particular.  A  good  current  of  air  was  in  circulation  throughout 
the  mine.  The  miners  were  supplied  with  plenty  of  timber  for 
propping  and  the  roads  and  drainage  are  in  good  condition.  A 
tail  rope  haulage  plant  is  used  for  pulling  the  cars  in  and  out  of 
the  mine.     The  rope  used  is  2,150  feet  long. 

Geo.  C.  Shaw,  Supt.     Joseph  Whittaker,  Mine  Boss. 

West  End  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

West  End  mine,  operated  on  a  lease  by  R.  S.  Larew,  P.  O.  Tun- 
nelton,  is  situated  at  the  west  end  of  the  Kingwood  tunnel,  on  the 
line  of  the  B.  &  0.  R.  R. 

On  July  12th  the  above  mine  was  visited  and  owing  to  the  fact 
that  there  were  only  four  men  at  work  in  the  mine,  an  inspection 
of  the  same  was  not  made. 

R.  S.  Larew,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 

Merchants  Coal  Co. 

Tunnelton  mine,  operated  by  the  above  named  company,  P.  0. 
Tunnelton,  is  a  drift  mine  located  at  the  east  end  of  Kingwood 
tunnel.  On  July  13th  an  inspection  of  this  mine  was  made. 
This  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  furnace  which  would  give  good  re- 
sults if  the  brattices  were  properly  attended.  Canvas  is  used  in 
all  places  where  it  is  customary  to  use  wooden  doors.  The  can- 
vas which  is  used  for  directing  the  current  of  air  is  in  some  places 
in  very  bad  repair.  It  is  possible  to  walk  through  some  of  these 
canvasses  without  coming  in  contact  with  any  part  of  it. 

It  was  suggested  that  all  of  these  canvas  brattices  be  taken  out 
and  wooden  ones  substituted  and  doors  placed  so  as  to  direct  the 
air  into  the  cross  headings.    Instructions  were  also  given  to  clean 
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out  the  obstructions  in  the  air  way.     There  are  three  openings  to 
this  mine  through  which  the  men  can  go  to  and  from  their  work. 

A  poor  quality  of  miners'  oil  is  used  in  the  lamps  in  this  mine. 

A.  J.   Bonafield,  Supt.     Geo.  Cummings,  Mine  Boss. 


The  Oakland  mine,  belonging  to  the  Oalkand  Coal  &  Coke  Oo., 
was  not  inspected. 

TAYLOR  COUNTY. 

Nevvburg  Orrel  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Tyrconnell  mine,  owned  and  operated"  by  the  above  company, 
P.  0.  Tyrconnell,  is  a  drift  mine  operating  the  Pittsburg  coal  at 
Tyrconnell,  on  the  Parkersburg  branch  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R. 

June  14th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  ventilation 
of  this  mine  is  produced  by  a  furnace  which  does  not  furnish 
sufficient  air  for  the  miners  employed  in  the  mine.  There  were 
8,200  cubic  feet  of  air  going  in  at  the  first  intake,  7,500  feet  of 
air  going  in  at  the  second  intake,  but  this  quantity  is  not  proper- 
ly distributed  throughout  the  mine  so  as  to  reach  the  miners  at 
their  working  places.  The  rooms  in  this  mine  are  driven  from 
175  feet  to  200  feet  ahead  of  the  air  without  break-throughs.  It 
was  suggested  that  where  two  miners  were  working  in  each  room, 
that  cross  cuts  be  made  at  a  distance  of  60  feet  apart,  so  as  to 
give  the  miners  a  sufficient  supply  of  air.  The  roof  is  bad  on  the 
main  heading  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  it  was  ordered  that 
all  loose  slate  be  taken  down  so  as  to  make  the  haulage  ways  in  a 
safe  condition  for  the  men  to  travel.  The  men  are  well  supplied 
with  timbers,  and  the  roads  are  kept  in  a  fair  condition. 

John  H.  Henry,  Supt.     Robert  Love,  Mine  Boss. 


Grafton  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Fahey  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Tyrconnell, 
is  located  on  the  line  of  the  Parkersburg  branch  of  the  B.  &.  O. 
R.  'R.,  about  one  mile  east  of  Tycronnell. 

This  mine  was  opened  in  January,  1896, Jbut  has  not  been  in 
operation  since  January  1st,  1897.  It  not  being  in  operation  on 
the  day  on  which  it  was  visited,  June  14th,  an  inspection  was  not 
made  of  the  underground  workings. 

John  W.  Fahey,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 
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Flemington  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Meming'ton  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  1'hm- 
ington,  is  located  at  Flemington,  on  the  Parkersburg  branch  of 
the  B.  &  O.  R.  R. 

On  June  8th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  mine  is 
ventilated  by  natural  causes,  which  were  not  giving  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  air  for  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  mine.  It  was  re- 
quested that  mechanical  means  be  resorted  to  for  the  ventilation 
of  this  mine.  The  roads  and  drainage  were  in  a  good  condition. 
The  miners  are  supplied  with  plenty  of  timber  for  propping  the 
roof,  which  is  good  throughout  the  mine. 

A.  P.  Goedeke,  Supt.     S.  S.  Waters,  Mine  Boss. 

The  following  mines  in  this  county  were  not  inspected: 

Gates   No.  1,  belonging  to  the  Gates  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 

Foster   belonging  to  the  Dilworth  Coal  Co. 

TUCKER  COUNTY. 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Thomas  drift,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  named  com- 
pany, P.  0.  Thomas,  is  located  at  Thomas,  on  the  line  of  the 
West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  R.  R. 

On  July  19th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  is  a 
very  large  mine  having  a  great  many  working  places.  The  con- 
ditions of  this  mine  were  found  to  be  extra  good  in  every  partic- 
ular. The  air  is  carried  up  to  the  proper  places  and  is  distributed 
throughout  the  mine.  The  miners  are  well  supplied  with  the  nec- 
essary timber  for  propping.  A  notable  feature  in  this  mine  is 
that  the  roads  along  the  haulage  ways  are  kept  clean  of  side  ob- 
structions which  permits  the  cars  to  pass  the  men  at  any  point 
along  the  haulage  ways  without  endangering  their  lives.  During 
the  past  year  there  have  been  placed  in  this  mine  seven  general 
electric,  chain  cutting  machines,  four  of  which  were  in  operation 
at  the  time  of  the  inspection.  No  pains  seem  to  be  spared  in 
placing  this  mine  in  a  first  class  condition,  and  it  is  a  well  managed 
mine.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  the  success  of  electric  mining 
will  be  in  this  vein  of  coal.  When  the  machines  were  introduced 
the  undercut  was  made  on  the  pavement,  but  owing  to  the  slate 
parting,  about  midway  of  the  seam  of  coal,  it  was  found  that 
better  results  were  obtained,  and  a  finer  grade  of  coal  was  made, 
by  cutting  the  coal  on  the  bench.     The  machines  are  mounted  on 
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an  adjustable  truck  and  the  upper  ply  of  coal  is  kept  in  advance 
of  the  lower  bench  a  distance  equal  to  the  length  of  the  machine. 
To  place  the  machine  on  the  bench  for  operating,  the  truck  is 
pushed  up  against  the  bench  and  by  means  of  ratchets  the  upper 
part  of  the  truck  is  raised  to  the  height  of  the  top  of  the  bench, 
the  machine  is  then  pushed  forward  on  the  bench  and  placed  in 
a  position  for  cutting  the  coal. 

Wm.  R.  Davis,  Supt.     Geo.  Martin,  Mine  Boss. 

Thomas  drift  No.  %,  operated  by  the  above  compary,  is  located 
about  one  mile  from  Thomas,  on  the  Davis  branch  of  the  West 
Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  R.  R.,  at  a  point  immediately 
above  Coketon  mine  "No.  2. 

On  July  19th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  is  a 
small  mine  operated  on  a  small  scale,  the  capacitv  of  which  is 
about  100  tons  per  day.  The  same  coal  is  mined  here  as  is  mined 
in  the  Thomas  Drift.  Natural  ventilation  is  relied  upcn,  which 
gives  sufficient  ventilation  for  the  number  of  men  employed.  The 
condition  of  the  mine  in  regard  to  drainage  is  very  good. 

W.  R.  Davis,  Supt.     C.  H.  Bice,  Mine  Boss. 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Thomas  shaft,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  company,  P. 
0.  Thomas,  is  located  at  Thomas  Station,  on  the  W.  VTa.  C.  &  P. 
Ry. 

On  July  19th  a  visit  was  made  to  this  mine,  but,  owing  to  the 
mine  being  Hooded  with  water,  an  inspection  could  not  be  made 
of  the  underground  workings.  The  cause  of  the  mine  being 
flooded  was  due  to  the  pump  being  broken  and  unfit  for  further 
service.  The  company  has  ordered  a  very  large  Yough  pump 
which,  when  placed  in  the  shaft,  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  all 
water  encountered. 

William  R.  Davis,  Supt.     George  Jenkins.  Mine  Boss. 

Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Coketon  mine  No.  %\  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  com- 
pany, P.  O.  Coketon,  is  a  drift  mine  located  at  Coketon.  on  the 
W.  Va.  C.  &  P.  Ry. 

On  July    17th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.      This  mine 
is  ventilated  by  a  20  foot  Guiball   Exhaust  Fan,  which  was  cans- 


148  Annual  Report 

ing  67,560  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  to  go  through  the  mine, 
but  the  air  is  not  carried  to  the  working  places  as  well  as  it  might 
be.  The  cause  of  this  is  due  to  the  leakage  of  the  doors  and  brat- 
tices. In  the  first  right  heading  a  considerable  quantity  of  black 
damp  was  encountered.  It  was  suggested  that  all  of  the  air  be 
caused  to  pass  through  the  mine  workings  iDStead  of  splitting 
the  air  at  the  first  right  heading. 

Some  water  was  found  to  be  standing  on  the  roads.  This 
mine  is  provided  with  a  second  opening.     • 

John  C.  Brydon,  Supt.     James  Luzader,  Mine  Boss. 


Coketon  mine  No.  3,  operated  by  the  same  company  as  the 
above,  P.  0.  Coketon,  is  a  drift  mine  situated  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  valley  from  No.  2  mine. 

On  July  17th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The 
ventilation  of  this  mine  is  produced  by  natural  causes  which  are 
assisted  by  means  of  wooden  stacks.  The  ventilation  is  very  poor 
throughout  this  mine,  but  there  was  being  placed  a  24  foot 
exhaust  fan  which,  when  completed,  will  give  a  large  volume  of 
air  throughout  the  mine.  The  mine  was  found  to  be  very  wet  and 
water  was  found  standing  over  the  roads  in  a  great  many  places. 
The  sides  of  the  headings  are  gobbed  on  both  sides  with  slate, 
making  the  roads  somewhat  cramped.  This  is  due  to  the  bad 
roof,  which  is  falling  almost  constantly  along  the  headings, 
which  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  keep  the  headings  clean.  It 
was  suggested  that  the  water  and  mud  be  drained  and  removed 
from  the  roads  so  as  to  permit  the  miners  to  go  to  and  from 
their  work   without  having  to   wade  through  the  mud  and  water. 

A  quality  of  miners'  oil  is  used  by  the  miners  which  produces 
a  great  amount  of  smoke.  The  superintendent  was  urged  to  hasten 
the  construction  of  the  fan  and  place  it  in  operation  at  the  earli- 
est date  possible. 

A  great  many  improvements  have  been  made  at  these  two 
plants  during  the  past  year,  and,  at  present,  there  are  under  con- 
struction 100  beehive  coke  ovens.  Two  600  ton  coalbins  have 
been  erected  and  equipped  with  elevators  and  conveyors  which 
are  operated  by  means  of  general  electrical  th'ree-face  motors. 
For  further  information  on  the  electrical  plant  see  under  the 
heading  of  "Improvements." 

John  G.  Brydon,  Supt.     J.  S.  Brophy,  Mine  Boss. 
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Cumberland  Coal  Co. 

Douglas  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Albert,  is 
a  drift  mine  located  at  Douglas  Station,  on  the  line  of  the  W. 
Va.  C.  &  P.  Ry. 

July  18th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  mine  is 
provided  with  two  passable  openings.  The  ventilation  is  produced 
by  natural  causes,  which  give  very  poor  results.  The  mine  was 
very  wet  and  muddy  and  the  roads  were  in  a  poor  condition.  The 
system  of  drainage  in  use  is  very  poor.  The  water  and  mud 
cover  the  road  completely  in  some  places.  It  was  suggested  that 
a  fan  or  a  furnace  be  constructed  at  this  mine  at  once  in  order  to 
give  the  men  more  air.  The  roads  were  ordered  to  be  put  in  such 
a  condition  as  to  permit  the  men  to  travel  the  same  without 
having  to  wade  through  the  water  and  mud.  A  quality  of  min- 
ers' oil  is  used  which  produces  an  excessive  volume  of  smoke 

J.  B.  Jenkins,  Supt.     Edward  Pill,  Mine  Boss. 

General  Summary  of  the  First  Mining  District. 
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Coke.    (Tons  of 
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31,658 
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33,838 

221,249 
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1,368,682 

31,288 

537,169 

95,578 

120,211 

178,397 

647,666 

Hancock 

Marshall                               

142,043 

2,778 

Mineral      

Ohio        

19,567 

Tucker          

159,842 

Totals ■ 

5,371 

61 

3,470,330 

324,230 
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SECOND  DISTRICT. 


Jerry  Meade,  Inspector. 
Charleston,  W.  Va. 

Inspection  of  the  mines  in  the  Counties  of 
Mason,  Putnam,  part  of  Kanawha  and  Wayne. 

MASON  COUNTY, 

Camden  Clay  Co. 

Camden  mine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  company,  P. 
O.  Spilman,  is  a  drift  mine  with  natural  ventilation. 

On  June  15th  the  above  mine  was  visited.  This  is  a  drift  mine 
operating  a  seam  of  coal  four  feet  thick.  This  mine  has  been 
abandoned  for  some  time,  but  recently  it  has  been  opened  up, 
and  the  work  which  is  being  done  is  confined  principally  to  the 
removing  of  pillars  and  stumps. 

The  coal  from  this  mine  is  consumed  at  the  plant  of  the  Cam- 
den Clay  Co.,  and  for  supplying  the  local  trade.  It  is  intended 
to  ventilate  this  mine  by  meaus  of  a  furnace  which  will  be  con- 
structed in  the  near  future. 

M.  G.  Tyler,  Supt,     J.  E.  Armstrong,  Mine  Boss. 


Hartford  Coal  &  Salt  Co. 

Hartford'mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  JLtrl- 
ford,  is  located  at  Hartford  City,  on  the  line  of  the  Ohio  River 
R.  R. 

On  June  loth  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  mine 
has  a  slope  entrance  about  150  feet  deep  at  Hartford,  and  also  a 
slope  entrance  at  New  Haven  which  is  230  feet  deep.  AH  coal 
mined  at  this  mine  is  consumed  by  the  Salt  Company  in  their 
furnaces,  and  by  the  local  trade. 

The  break-throughs  in  this  mine  were  requested  to  be  made  25 
yards  apart,  instead  of  40  yards  apart,  which  latter  distance  pre- 
vails throughout  the  mine.  This  was  agreed  to  by  the  mine  boss 
as  he  stated  that  he  had  full  control  of  the  direction  of  the  un- 
derground workings.  The  general  conditions  of  this  mine  were 
very  good.  A  pump  is  used  in  this  mine  which  is  driven  bv  gaso- 
line with  very  satisfactory  results.  An  electrical  spark  is  used 
for  igniting  the  gas  in  the  cylinder  of  the  power  end  of  the  pump. 

J.  E.  Newton,  Supt.     Richard  Jenkins,  Mine  Boss. 
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Hope  Salt  Co. 

Hqpemine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.,  Mason  City 
is  located  on  the  Ohio  River  at  Mason  City. 

On  June  15th  the  above  mine  was  inspected,  and  the  air  was 
found  to  be  insufficient  and  the  roads  were  wet  and  muddy  in  a 
great  many  places.  The  mine  is  ventilated  by  means  of  a  fur- 
nace. It  was  learned  that  the  firing  of  the  furnace  is  neglected, 
and  it  is  often  8  or  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  the  furna 
fired  up.  Instructions  were  given  to  attend  the  furnace  more 
promptly  and  to  repair  the  water  boxes  which  were  being  used 
for  hauling  the  water  out  of  the  mine.  These  water  boxes  were 
found  to  leak  somewhat  and  it  was  the  custom  to  drain  the  water 
box  in  the  center  of  the  road.  A  letter  of  instructions  was  ma i Jed 
this  company  calling  attention  to  the  above  matters,  with  a  re- 
quest that  the  same  be  given  proper  attention. 

D.  Davis,  Superintendent.     Henry  H.  Williams,  Mine  Boss. 

Consumers  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

New  Haven  mine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  company, 
P.  O.  New  Haven,  is  a  slope  mine  located  at  New  Haven  on  the 
line  of  the  O.  R.  R.  R, 

On  June  16th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  venti- 
lation of  this  mine  is  produced  by  means  of  an  exhaust  tan  which 
is  driven  by  steam.  At  the  head  of  the. slope  entrance  10,500 
cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  were  passing,  and  at  the  main  outlet 
)  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  were  passing.  One  Jeffrey 
mining  machine,  of  the  chain  cutter  type,  is  used  in  cutting  the 
coal  in  the  headings  of  this  mine.  The  coal  is  undercut  with  the 
machine  and  the  miner  shears  the  coal  down  one  side,  when  it  is 
brought  down  with  a  shot  of  powder.  The  No.  5  east  entry  is 
nearly  worked  out.  This  entry  is  low  and  muddy  and  not  tit  for 
a  man  to  travel.  It  was  suggested  that  this  entry  be  finished  as 
early  as  possible  and  be  abandoned.  This  mine  throughout  is 
very  wet  and  muddy,  but  water  sumps  are  being  made  along  the 
different  entries  for  the  collection  of  the  water.  An  electrical 
pump,  mounted  on  wdieels,  is  used  for  pumping  the  water  out  of 
these  sumps.  The  water  pipes  are  laid  along  the  different  en- 
tries and  when  it  is  necessary  to  pump  the  water  out  of  one  of 
these  sumps,  the  electrical  pump  is  hauled  to  the  sum))  and  the 
pipe  connections  made.  The  water  from  this  pump  is  forced  to  a 
sump   near   the   bottom    of   the    slope,  from    which   place    it   is 
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pumped  by  means  of  a  steam  pump  to  the  outside.  The  electri- 
cal pump,  which  has  been  in  use  in  this  mine,  did  not  give  satis- 
faction, and  at  the  date  of  this  inspection  a  new  electrical  pump 
had  been  ordered  and  when  it  arrives,  the  condition  of  the  mine 
will  be  very  much  improved.  This  is  the  principal  mining  plant 
in  Mason  county,  and  ships  coal  by  rail  and  river  transportation, 
and  also  supplies  the  locomotives  of  the  0.  R.  R.  R.  with  fuel. 
H.  L.  Roush,  Supt.     Henry  Wheatley,  Mine  Boss.. 

The  Juhling  mine,  not  being  in  operation  during  the  past  few 
months,  was  not  inspected. 

PUTNAM  COUNTY. 

The  Marmet-Smith  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

Jtlorenci  mine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  company.  P. 
0.  Raymond  City,  is  located  three  miles  east  of  Raymond  City  on 
a  short  line  railroad,  on  a  branch  of  Poca  River. 

On  May  29th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  venti- 
lation of  this  mine  is  produced  by  means  of  a  furnace,  but  owing 
to  the  very  large  development  of  the  mine,  the  air  is  close  in  a 
great  many  places  throughout  the  mine.  In  the  near  future  a 
large  portion  of  this  mine  will  be  abandoned  by  virtue  of  its  hav- 
ing been  exhausted.  The  ventilation  of  the  mine  will  then  be 
very  much  improved  with  the  present  appliances.  The  air  at  the 
furnace  outlet  registered  5,850  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute.  In- 
structions were  given  to  clear  the  air-ways  from  obstructions,  and 
to  have  all  stoppings  made  as  tight  as  possible.  A  new  opening 
is  being  made  adjoining  the  present  mine  with  a  view  of  increas- 
ing the  output  of  coal.  This  is  known  as  the  Britton  opening. 
A  steam  locomotive  is  used  for  hauling  the  coal  to  the  tipple 
from  a  main  pass-way  on  the  inside  of  the  mine.  This  locomo- 
tive makes  a  great  deal  of  smoke  in  the  heading,  which  does  not 
circulate  through  the  entire  mine. 

Edward  Shoenbaum,  Supt.     H.  C.  Harper.  Mine  Boss. 

Mrs.  B.  McGucken,  lessee  of  Bancroft  Coal  Co. 

Bancroft  mine,  controlled  by  the  above,  P.  0.  Bancroft,  is  lo- 
cated   on  the  K.  &  M    R.  R.  at  Bancroft. 

On  June  9th  this  mine  was  visited.  It  was  found  that  prepara- 
tions  were  being  made   to  operate    this  mine    at   an    early  date. 
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Men  were  engaged  in  cleaning  up  the  roads  and  placing  the  mine 
in  a  condition  suitable  for  working.  The  mine  has  been  idle  since 
February,  1890.  The  coal  from  this  mine  is  shipped  exclusively 
by  rail.  A  great  deal  of  water  is  in  the  mine,  which  will  neces- 
sarily have  to  be  pumped  out  before  the  mine  can  he  operated. 
D.  H.  McGucken,  Superintendent  and  Mine  Boss. 


Carver  Bros.  Coal  Co. 

Plymouth  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Ply- 
month,  is  located  at  Plymouth  on  the  Great  Kanawha  River,  on 
the  line  of  the  K.  &  M.  R.  R. 

On  June  9th  this  mine  was  visited,  but  owing  to  its  not  having 
been  in  operation  since  February,  an  inspection  was  not  made  of 
the  mine.  During  February  a  freshet  in  the  river  carried  the 
river  tipple  away.  It  is  the  intention  to  rep^ce  this  tipple  and 
operate  the  mine  upon  an  increased  scale  in  the  near  future. 

James  Carver,  Superintendent. 

KANAHWA   COUNTY. 

Elk  River  Mines. 

St.  Marys  Coal  Co. 

St.  Marys  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Gra- 
ham Mines,  is  located  on  the  C.  C.  &  S.  R.  R.,  six  miles  from 
Charleston. 

On  May  20th  this  mine  was  visited  and  found  not  to  be  in 
operation.  It  will  necessitate  the  expenditure  of  some  time 
to  put  this  mine  in  a  condition  to  bo  operated  properly. 
This  is  a  small  mine  and  owing  to  the  small  number  of  men 
which  it  employes  when  it  is  in  operation,  it  does  not  come  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  law. 

Joseph  Bibby,  Superintendent  and  Mine  Boss. 

The  Elk  River  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

Graham  mines,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Gra- 
ham Mines,  is  located  seven  miles  from  Charleston,  on  the  C.  C. 
&  S.  R.  R. 

On  May  20th  this  mine  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  a 
good  working  condition  throughout.  The  coal  in  this  mine 
measures  three  feet. 

T.  J.  Mason,  Supt.     W.  G.  Watson,  Mine  Boss. 


154  Annual  Report. 

Elk  River  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Elk  River  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Charles- 
ton, is  located  24   miles  from  Charleston  on  the  C.  C.  &  S.  R.  R. 

On  May  25th  this  mine  was  visited,  but  owing  to  its  not  being 
in  operation  on  this  date,  a  full  inspection  was  not  made.  The 
coal  is  of  a  bituminous  quality  and  is  four  feet  thick,  with  two 
partings  of  slate  in  it. 

J.  B.  Carson,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 

Falling  Rock  Cannel  Coal  Co. 

JPalling  Rock  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Jor- 
dan, is  located  l&J  miles  from  Charleston  on  a  spur  track  1^ 
miles  from  the  main  line  of  the  C.  C.  &  S.  R.  R. 

On  May  25th  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made  of 
the  underground  workings.  The  mine  is  ventilated  by  means  of 
a  fan  which  gives  good  results.  The  general  conditions  through- 
out this  mine  are  good.  The  coal  in  this  mine  measures  two  feet 
and  is  a  good  quality  of  cannel  coal.  The  coal  after  being  mined 
is  nand  picked  and  no  small  coal  is  shipped  to  market.  The 
number  of  men  employed  in  this  mine  being  five,  the  mine  does 
not  properly  come  under  the  purview  of  the  law. 

M.  F.  Spruce,  Supt.     J.  D.  Arrington,  Mine  Boss. 

The  mine  formerly  operated  by  Ferguson  &  Co.,  located  at 
Graham  Mines,  is  now  controlled  by  The  Elk  River  Coal  &  Min- 
ing Co.  This  mine  was  found  not  to  be  in  operation  on  May 
26th,  the  date  on  which  it  was  visited. 


On  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  Ry. 

The  Campbell's  Creek  Coal  Co. 

OampbelPs  Greek  mine  Wo.  1,  operated  by  the  above  company, 
P.  O.  Maiden,  is  located  on  the  line  of  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan 
R.  R.  near  Maiden  Station. 

On  May  81st  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made  of 
the  same.  The  coal  at  this  place  measures  five  feet  and  has  two 
small  partings  of  slate  in  it.  The  quantity  of  air  going  into  the 
mine  at  the  main  entrance  was  12,750  cu  ft.  per  minute.  Some 
loose  slate  was  ordered  to  be  removed  from  the  roof  of  the  main 
heading  and  from  the  roof  at  the  head  of  Walton  heading,  and 
also    at  the   head  of   the  Jas.  Morris    heading.     The   ventilation 


Inspector  of  Mines.  155 

throughout   the    mine   is    very  good    and  the  sanitary   condition 
of  the  mine  is  also  good. 

J.  E.  Dana,  Supt.     W.  B.  Calderwood,  Mine  Boss. 

Campbells'  Creek  Coal  Co. 

Spring  Fork  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Mai- 
den, is  located  on  the  K.  &  M.  R.  R.  H  miles  east  of  Dana  Sta- 
tion. 

On  May  28th  this  mine  was  inspected.  This  mine  is  venti- 
lated by  two  furnaces  which  produce  about  10,300  cubic  feet  of 
air  per  minute.  The  air  is  fairly  well  circulated  through  the 
mine  but  there  are  some  places  where  the  air  is  deficient,  espec- 
ially in  the  working  places  of  the  miners. 

At  the  time  of  this  inspection  a  double  force  of  men  were  sink- 
ing a  new  shaft  which  was  to  be  used  for  ventilating  purposes,  it 
being  intended  to  construct  a  fan  or  a  furnace  at  this  shaft  when 
completed.  Five  Jeffrey  eJectrioal  mining  machines  are  used  for 
cutting  coal  in  this  mine. 

J.  E.  Dana,  Supt.   W.  B.  Calderwood,  Mine  Boss. 

J.  Q.  Dickinson  &  Co. 

Qv/incy  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Maiden. 
is  located  H  miles  from  Teele  Station,  on  the  K.  &  M.  R.  R. 

On  June  1st  the  above  mine  was  visited.  This  is  a  new  mine 
which  was  being  opened  at  the  time  of  this  inspection.  The 
Lewiston  seam,  which  at  this  place  is  about  4  feet  thick,  is  being 
opened.  It  is  intended  to  ship  coal  from  this  mine  by  rail.  An 
engine  track  was  being  constructed  to  this  mine.  No  examina- 
tion was  made  of  the  inside  workings  owing  to  the  short  distance 
the  mine  was  underground. 

On  July  29th  this  mine  was  visited  and  it  was  found  that  the 
mine  had  been  advanced  a  considerable  distance  and  that  a  sec- 
ond opening  was  being  made.  The  superintendent  of  this  mine 
gave  the  information  that  the  product  of  the  mine  would  be 
used  principally  in  the  salt  furnaces  at  Maiden. 

J.  Q.  Dickinson,  Supt.     John  Morris,  Mine  Boss. 

J.  Q.  Dickinson  &  Co. 

Maiden  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Maiden, 
is  located  at  Maiden,  on  the  line  of  the  K.  &  M.  R.  R.  This  is  a 
drift  mine  with  natural  ventilation. 
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On  June  1st  and  July  28th  inspections  were  made  of  this  mine. 
This  mine  is  about  exhausted.  The  work  which  is  being  done 
now  is  principally  pillar  robbing.  The  mine  is  in  anything  but  a 
satisfactory  condition  but  owing  to  its  short  life  it  was  deemed 
unnecessary  to  insist  on  making  any  suggestions  which  would  in- 
volve any  great  outlay  of  expense.  The  superintendent  has 
agreed  to  furnish  a  map  of  the  mine  before  it  is  abandoned. 

Charles  Dickinson,  Supt.     David  Harvey,  Mine  Boss. 

Peabody  Coal  Co. 

Peabody  mi/ne,  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  company,  P. 
O.  Shrewsbury,  is  located  at  Shrewsbury,  on  the  K.  &  M.  R.  R. 

On  June  1st  this  mine  was  inspected,  and  found  to  be  in  a  poor 
condition  in  regard  to  ventilation,  drainage  and  roads.  The  su- 
perintendent was  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  mine  and  re- 
quests were  made  to  have  the  mine  put  in  a  better  condition  in 
regard  to  sanitation,  etc. 

On  July  29th  this  mine  was  again  visited  and  the  same  found  to 
be  little  better  than  on  first  inspection.  The  suggestions  which 
were  made  at  the  first  inspection  had  not  been  complied  with  but 
assurance  was  given  that  in  the  near  future  a  water  heading  would 
be  driven  to  daylight  for  drainage.  When  this  is  completed, 
the  conditions  of  the  mine  will  be  very  much  improved. 

John  A.  Harter,  Supt.     J.  J.  Neylon,  Mine  Boss. 

Monarch  Coal  Co. 

Monarch  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Mon- 
arch, is  located  on    the  Kanawha    &  Michigan  R.  R.  at  Monarch. 

On  July  14th  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made  of 
the  underground  workings.  It  is  a.drift  mine  operating  the  Ce- 
dar Grove  coal,  which  at  this  place  measures  3  feet  clean  coal, 
and  the  workings  are  ventilated  by  means  of  a  furnace. 

The  air  is  not  well  carried  through  the  working  places  in  this 
mine.  The  air  courses  in  some  places  being  obstructed  by  slate 
falls.  The  roof  throughout  the  mine  is  good.  The  coal  from 
this  mine  is  shipped  by  rail  over  the  K.  &  M.  R.  R.  and  by  river 
transportation.     The  capacity  of  the  mine  is  150  tons  per  day. 

J.  D.  Harris,  Supt.     Chas.  Armstrong,  Mine  Boss. 

Black  Diamond  Coal  Co. 

Black  Diamond  mme,  operated    by    Mr.  L.  Chandler,   Receiver, 
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P.  O.  Lewiston,  is  situated  at  Peele  Station,  on  the  K.  &  M. 
R..R. 

On  June  1st  this  mine  was  visited  and  found  to  be  idle.  This 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  during  the  early  part  of  1897  the  river 
tipple  was  washed  away  by  the  flood.  This  condition  seems  to 
have  embarrassed  the  former  operators  of  the  mine,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  appointment  of  a  receiver.  Plans  are  prepared 
for  the  construction  of  a  new  river  tipple.  When  this  is  com- 
pleted, it  is  the  intention  to  operate  this  mine  as  it  formerly 
was. 

Mr.  F.  Chandler,  Receiver. 

Mines  on  the  C.  &  O.  Ry. 

Coalburg  Colliery  Co. 

Honda  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  V.O.Bonda,  is  lo- 
cated on  Cabin  Creek,  five  miles  from  Coalburg  Station.  On  June 
4th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  coal  at  this  place 
is  seven  feet  thick,  two  and  one-half  feet  of  which  is  slate.  This 
is  called  the  Coalburg  gas  ooal.  The  break-throughs  in  the  rooms 
were  found  to  be  from  100  to  200  feet  apart,  and  very  little  air 
was  reaching  the  miners.  The  ventilation  is  produced  by  a  fur- 
nace which  does  not  give  good  results,  which  is  due  largely  to  the 
bad  system  which  is  in  use  in  directing  the  currents  of  air 
through  the  mine.  To  remedy  this  matter  it  was  suggested  that, 
the  break-throughs  be  placed  at  a  distance  of  60  feet  apart. 

J.  W.  Moore,  Superintendent.     A.  P.  Crawford,  Mine  Boss. 


Robinson  Coal  Co. 

Coalburg  mine.,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  ( bal- 
burg,    is  located   at   Coalburg,  on    the  line  of   the   C.  &  O.  R.  R. 

On  June  2nd  this  mine  was  inspected  and  it  was  found  that  the 
work  consisted  principally  of  robbing  pillars.  The  roads  were  wet 
in  some  places  and  the  ventilation  not  good.  These  matters  were 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  management  of  the  mine  and  in- 
structions were  given  to  remedy  the  same. 

Arthur  Robinson,  Supt.     James  MacClarey,  Mine  Boss. 

Acme  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Coalburg,  is 
located  on  the  Cabin  Creek,  fifteen  miles  from  Coalburg  Station. 

On  June  3rd  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  coal  at  this 
place  is  four   and    one-half   feet  thick   and  has  a  streak  of   slate 
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near  the  center  which  runs  from  one  to  three  inches  thick.  Two 
electrical  mining  machines  are  used  for  cutting  coal  in  this 
mine.  The  ventilation  is  produced  by  natural  means  which  give 
sufficient  air  for  the  men  employed  in  the  mine.  The  roads  are 
in  a  good  condition  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is 
fair. 

E.  F.  Stevens,  Supt.     John  Shearer,  Mine  Boss. 


Keystone  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Coalburg, 
is  located  180  feet  below  the  Acme  mine.  The  coal  at  this  place 
measures  four  and  one-half  feet. 

On  June  3rd  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  ventila 
tion  of  this  mine  is  produced  by  an  exhaust  fan  which  makes 
about  18, (00  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute.  The  condition  of  the 
mine  throughout  is  good  in  regard  to  drainage,  roads  and  sanita- 
tion. 

E.  F.  Stevens,  Supt.     John  S.  Holmes,  Mine  Boss. 


Empire  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Coalburg, 
is  located  fourteen  miles  from  Coalburg  on  the  C.  C.  branch  rail- 
road. 

On  June  3rd  this  mine  was  visited.  This  is  a  new  mine  which 
has  not,  as  yet,  shipped  any  coal.  The  headings  are  driven  only 
a  short  distance  into  the  coal.  A  new  tipple  is  partly  constructed 
at  this  opening.  Work  at  this  mine  has  been  suspended  for  a 
short  time  pending  an  advance  in  the  market  price  of  coal. 

E.  F.  Stevens,  Supt, 


Winifrede  Goal  Co. 

Wrightsville  mint,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.    Win- 
ifrede, is  located  one  mile  from  Winifrede  Station. 

On  June  7th  this  mine  was  visited  and  it  was  found  to  be  a  new 
opening  which  was  being  made  in  the  gas  coal.  It  measures  28 
inches  in  thickness.  If  this  coal  proves  to  be  of  a  good  quali- 
ty, it  is  intended  to  erect  a  tipple  at  this  mine.  The  air  in  the 
mine  is  bad  but  there  are  two  forces  at  work  driving  air  courses 
which  will  better  the  ventilation  when  finished. 

R.  B.  Cassady,  Supt.   Jas.     Youell,  Mine  Boss. 
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South  mine,  operated  by  the  same  company  as  the  above,  is 
JocaW  at  Win  if  rede  on  the  Winifrede  K.  R. 

On  June  5th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  air 
current^at  the  inside  break-through  of  old  No.  6  entry  measured 
4,850  cu.  ft.  per  minute.  The  main  straight  entry  measured 
7,200  cu.  ft.  and  the  second  intake  measured  12,000  cu.  ft.  It 
was  ordered  that  the  mud  be  removed  out  of  the  new  straight 
heading  and  the  first  left  heading,  and  that  the  road  be  filled 
with  cinders  or  broken  stone.  Some  entries  were  found  to  be 
driven  300  ft.  without  a  break-through.-  This  matter  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  management  and  instructions  were  given 
to  make  the  break-throughs  sufficiently  close  together  as  to  cause 
the  mine  to  be  properly  ventilated.' 

R.  B.  Cassady,  Supt.      Jas.  Youell,  Mine  Boss. 


North  mine,  owned  by  the  above  company,  was  visited  on  the 
5th  day  of  June  and  found  to  be  idle,  so  an  inspection  was  not 
made  of  the  workings  of  this  mine. 

Charlemore  CoalCo. 

Charlemore  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O. 
Jlernshaw,  is  located  six  miles  from  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.  up  Lens 
Creek,  on  the  W.  Va.  Southern  R.  R. 

On  June  8th  this  mine  was  visited.  The  coal  at  this  place  is 
about  40  inches  thick  with  a  stratum  of  sulphur  band  running 
through  it.  This  mine  has  just  recently  been  opened  and  at  the 
time  of  this  inspection  the  tipple  was  not  completed  and  no 
shipments  had  been  made.  The  entries  were  being  driven  in  or- 
der to  get  a  sufficient  distance  to  break  off  a  number  of  rooms. 
A  furnace  was  under  construction. 

W.  H.  Gaffrey,  Supt.     Sam  Coulter,  Mine  Boss. 

Lens  Creek  Coal  and  Coke  Co. 

Zens  Creek  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Hern- 
shaw,  is  located  four  and  one-half  miles  from  Brownstown,  on 
the  W.  Va.  Southern  R.  R. 

On  June  8th  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  ventilation,  which 
is  produced  by  a  furnace,  is  fair,  there  being  at  the  main  en- 
trance  2,860  cu.  ft.  of   air  per  minute  in  circulation,  and  at  the 
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furnace  outlet  8,320  cu.  ft.  of  air  per  minute.     The  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  mine  is  fair. 

M.  O.  Brooks,  Supt.     J.  W.  Noble,  Mine  Boss. 


Brabbin  Coal  Co. 

Brribbin  mi/ne,  P.  O.  Hernshaw,  is  located  at  Hernshaw  Sta- 
tion, on  the  W.  Va.  Southern  R.  R. 

On  June  8th  this  mine  was  visited  and  found  to  be  idle.  This 
mine  employs  about  25  m'en.  The  ventilation  of  the  mine  is  nat- 
ural. The  mine  has  not  been  mapped.  The  mine  not  being  in 
operation  an  inspection  of  the  underground  workings  was  not 
made. 

Robert  Brabbin,  Supt.      L.  N.  Perry,  Mine  Boss. 

Black  Band  Coal  Co. 

Blue/.-  Band  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0. 
Hernshaw,  is  located  on  the  W.  Va.  Southern  R.  R.,  five  and 
one-half  miles  from  Brownstown. 

On  June  8th  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  venitlation  of  this 
mine  is  produced  by  a  furnace  which  gives  fairly  good  results. 
The  coal  at  this  place  measures  40  inches.  The  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  mine  is  good.  The  following  volumes  of  air  were  ob- 
served in  this  mii.e:  At  main  entrance  1890  cu.  ft.  per  minute; 
at  the  furnace  outlet  5,720  cu.  ft.  per  minute;  No.  1  opening  at 
inlet  3,720  cu.  ft.  per  minute;  at  the  outlet  8,520  cu.  ft.  per  min- 
ute. This  mine  is  being  operated  under  the  management  of  a 
receiver. 

A.  W.  Wooldredge,  Supt.     L.  W.  Pryor,  Mine  Boss. 

WAYNE  COUNTY   MINES. 

There  has  been  no  revival  in. the  mining  industry  of  this  coun- 
ty during  the  past  year.  All  the  mines  in  this  county  have  re- 
mained idle  for  over  a  year  and  there  are  no  prospects  of  any  re- 
newed activity.  The  expense  of  operating  the  mines  seems  to 
have  been  the  cause  of  the  failures  and  abandonments  in  this 
county. 

The  mines  in  this  county  were  visited,  but  owing  to  the  condi- 
tions stated  above  they  were  not  inspected.  There  are  five  aban- 
doned mines  in  this  county. 
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General  Summary  of  the  Second  Mining  District. 
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THIRD  DISTRICT. 


John  I.  Absalom,  Inspector* 
Powellton,  W.  Va. 


Inspection  of  the  mines  in  the  counties  of 
Fayette  and  part  of  Kanawha. 

Powellton,  W.  Va.,  July  1,  1897. 
Hon.  James  W.  Paul.  Chief  Mine  Inspector. 

Charleston,  W  Va. 

Dear  Sir.: — I  hereby  take  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you,  pur- 
suant to  regulations,  my  report  in  connection  with  mines  visited 
during  the  month  of  June,  1897. 

In  the  first  place,  I  regret  to  say  that  owing  to  dull  trade  the 
regularity  of  vigilance  in  keeping  the  mines  in  good  condition  is 
more  o'1  less  neglected,  economy  being  observed  to  tide  over  to  a 
more  prosperous  future.  In  a  great  measure  this  economical  prac- 
tice is  detrimental  to  the  better  interests  of  the  mines. 

Shipments  by  rail  |  and  by  river  have  been  larger  during  the 
past  month  than  for  the  same  month  of  last  year. 

Ventilation  is  being  more  appreciated  in  this  district  than 
formerly,  and  now,  fans  are  being  put  in  place  at  a  number  of 
mines  and  a  great  many  more  will  be  placed  in  the  near  future. 
Operators  realize  the  superior  efficiency  of  men  and  mules  in  an 
atmosphere  of  good  and  regular  air  currents  as  agairst  ventila- 
tion that  is  irregular  and  uncertain.  The  force  fans,  in  all  in- 
stances, are  found  to  produce  the  best  results.  The  only  fault 
arising  from  the  use  of  fans  is  the  neglect  to  keep  the  stoppings 
closed  to  prevent  leakage.  A  large  percentage  of  accidents  occur 
through  lack  of  specific  regulations  whereby  many  accidents  could 
be  avoided.  Detailed  laws  bearing  on  the  necessary  precautions 
to  be  exercised  in  the  workings  of  a  mine  are  greatly  needed, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  handling  of  explosives,  blasting,  prop- 
ping and  supporting  the  coal  over  the  miners'  undercut. 
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The  use  of  oils  of  a  healthful  quality  needs  a  law  to  regulate 
the  same  as  many  mines,  which  would  otherwise  be  well  aired, 
are  now  very  much  impaired,  and  in  all  cases  where  inferior  oils 
are  used  for  illuminating  purposes,  the  air  is  obnoxious  and  very 
unhealthful. 

A  regulation  on  timbering  is  needed,  as  frequently  timbers  are 
placed  in  such  a  position  as  to  act  the  part  of  a  death  trap  rather 
than  to  add  safety  to  the  mine. 

Hoping  this    slight  preface   is  in  order,  I   will  follow  in   detail 
my  visits    from  mine  to  mine.      Permit  me  to  say  that  thus  far  I 
have   been  courteously  dealt  with    at  all    places,  and   my  recom- 
mendations have  been  kindly  and  willingly  observed. 
Yours  truly, 

JOHN  I.  ABSALOM, 
Inspector  Third  District. 
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KANAHWA  COUNTY. 

Belmont  Coal  Co. 

Belmont  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Crown 
Hill,  is  located  on  the  line  of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 

On  July  7th  this  plant  and  the  underground  workings  were  in- 
spected. This  company  operate  several  openings  in  the  Lewis- 
ton,  Coalburg  and  Kanawha  splint  coal  seams  which  vary  in 
thickness  from  three  to  six  feet.  This  locality  is  exceptional  to 
the  entire  field  at  this  vicinity.  The  Lewiston  and  Coalburg 
seams  appear  to  form  a  basin  in  the  center  of  this  lease,  seeming 
to  be  more  of  a  freak  than  a  regularity,  as  on  the  leases  east  and 
west  of  this  plant  the  seams  are  irregular  and  of  less  thickness, 
The  base  of  the  mine  operated  being  on  the  left  of  the  Coalburg 
seam.  The  Lewiston  seam,  with  the  best  coal  100  feet  above,  is 
reached  by  a  second  incline,  while  the  Kanawha  seam,  100  feet 
below,  is  reached  by  a  graded  tram  road.  This  lowe*  seam  is  but 
little  developed  at  present  and  shows  about  3  feet  6  inches  of  coal 
with  a  small  streak  of  slate  running  through  it. 

The  Coalburg  seam  is  inteifcnixed  with  a  considerable  amount 
of  impurities.  They  have  now  driven  their  main  entry  1,500 
feet  through  the  mountain  and  ereGted  a  trestle  across  Dry  Hol- 
low to  the  mountain  beyond,  where  the  Lewiston  seam  measnires  4 
feet  and  over,  which  they  intend  to  open  up  and  haul  the  pro- 
duct to  the  head  of  the  inclined  plane  by  an  endless  rope  system. 

At  the  date  of  this  inspection  men  were  engaged  in  improving 
the  grade  of  this  main  thoroughfare  and  removing  the  old  tim- 
bers and  loose  top  which  in  places  is  very  bad. 

The  Cedar  Grove  coal  is  being  developed  on  this  property 
below  the  Coalburg  seam.  At  this  point  the  coal  measures  3 
feet  in  thickness.  The  ventilation  of  the  above  mines  is  pro- 
duced by  a  furnace  and  natural  causes. 

Morris  Embleton,  Supt.     E.  H.  Embleton,  Mine  Boss. 

Montgomery  Coal  Co. 

Consolidated  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O. 
Montgomery,  is  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R., 
midway  between  Handley  and  Montgomery.  During  April,  1896, 
an  assignment  was  made  by  the  above  company  and  the  mine 
wasVperated  under  the  direction  of  a  receiver  for  a  peried  of  two 
months.  The  property  was  then  leased  by  Mr.  S.  H.  Montgom- 
ery, who  is  president  of  the  above  coal  company. 
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The  Kanawha  seam;  which  varies  from  5  to  6  feet  in  thickness, 
wich  a  varied  quantity  of  impurities,  was  the  only  seam  that 
was  being  worked  at  this  plant  at  the  time  of  this  inspection, 
June  16th. 

Their  main  heading  has  been  driven  in  a  fault  with  scarcely 
any  coal  at  all  for  a  distance  of  1,400  feet.  The  heading  is  getting 
into  fairly  good  coal  at  its  face.  When  this  heading  reaches  the 
outcrop,  it  is  the  intention  to  erect  at  that  place  a  fan  for  the 
ventilation  of  this  mine.  For  the  ventilation  of  thte  fault  head- 
ing, a  small  fan  and  ventilating  boxes  are  used.  The  present 
method  of  ventilating  the  mine  in  general  is  by  natural  causes, 
which  give  very  unsatisfactory  results.  Assurance  was  given  by 
Mr.  Montgomery,  that  the  necessary  steps  would  be  takefti  to  ven- 
tilate this  mine  in  a  more  satisfacory  way.  In  other  respects  the 
mine  is  in  a  good  condition,  as  they  have  a  good  roof  and  are  not 
bothered  with  much  water. 

The  Coalburg  seam,  at  this  place,  is  not  now  worked.  The 
present  operation  is  connected  by  a  long  incline  to  the  railroad 
tipple.  During  the  rise  in  the  river  in  the  fore  part  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  the  river  tipple  was  washed  away  at  this  plant. 

Union  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  hos  not  been  in 
operation  since  August,  1896. 

S.  H.  Montgomery,  Supt.     Edward  Pinkney,  Mine  Boss. 


Chesapeake  Mining  Co. 

Chesapeake  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Hand- 
ley,  is  located  one  mile  from  the  Handley  railroad  yard  on  the 
main  line  of  the  C-  &  O.  R.  R. 

On  June  19th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine,  which  was 
found  to  be  in  very  good  condition  as  to  drainage  and  ventila- 
tion, there  being  a  few  stoppings  in  the  mine  that  were  needing 
repair.  A  new  boiler  was  found  on  the  plant  which  is  to  be  in- 
stalled for  steam  generation  for  the  fan,  the  old  boiler  having 
been  abandoned  owing  to  its  faulty  condition.  This  company 
has  lately  opened  a  pair  of  new  drifts  in  the  mountain  west  of 
the  main  mine,  which  will  be  ventilated  by  means  of  a  furnace. 
The  coal  in  this  new  opening  is  from  4  feet  to  5  feet  6  inches  in 
height,  whereas  in  the  main  mine  the  coal  varies  in  height  from  3 
feet  to  6  feet  6  inches,  with  a  slate  parting  in  the  bottom  of  the 
coal  ranging  from  1  inch  to  6  inches  in  thickness. 

The  main    entry  of   this  mine  encounters  heavy  grades  at  some 
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points.  The  roof  in  most  places  is  bad,  yet  on  the  whole  it  is 
well  looked  after.  This  company  has  made  several  new  open- 
ings on  a  C.  &  0.  R.  R.  lease,  and  made  preparations  for  extend- 
ing operatons  in  the  future.  The  new  incline  to  the  same  is  com- 
plete. 

The  coal  is  hauled  to  the  railroad  and  river  tipples  by  means  of 
a  small  steam  locomotive.  The  tipples  are  very  well  constructed 
and  are  well  planned  for  the  handling  of  the  coal.  Since  the 
Union  mine  has  suspended  operations,  this  tipple  has  been  im- 
proved and  arranged  for  the  coaling  of  the  C.  &  0.  railroad  en- 
gines.    The  sanitary  condition  of    the  mine  was  found  to  be  fair. 

J.  B.  Lewis,  Supt.     Alex  Thompson,  Mine  Boss. 


McAllister  &  Co. 

Eart  Bank  mine,  operated  under  a  lease  by  the  above  company, 
P.  O.  East  Bank,  is  a  dirft  mine  located  on  the  line  of  the  C,  & 
0.  R.  R. 

On  July  2nd  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  ventila- 
tion was  found  to  be  insufficient  for  the  number  of  men  employed 
in  the  mine,  and  the  second  opening  was  useless  in  so  much  as  it 
was  not  passable,  and  in  case  of  any  disaster  whereby  the  main 
opening  should  be  obstructed,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  men 
to  escape  through  the  second  opening.  On  July  6  the  Chief  Mine 
Inspector,  Paul,  and  District  Mine  Inspector,  Absqlom,  visited 
this  mine  with  a  view  of  arriving  at  the  proper  course  to  pursue 
in  inducing  the  operators  of  this  mine  to  make  such  alterations 
as  were  deemed  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  men  working 
therein.  The  following  letter  of  instruction  was  forwarded  the 
management  of  this  mine: 

State  of  West  Virginia. 
Office  of 
Mine  Inspector,  Third  District. 
Powellton,  W.  Va.,  July  6,  1897. 
The  McAllister  Coal  Co.,  "Chestnut  Point  Mines. " 

Eastbank,  Kanawha  County,  W.  Ya. 
Gentlemen: — By  examination  of  your  mine  above  named  and  lo- 
cated, on  July  2  and  6,  1897,  1  find  incumbent  upon  me,  in  accord- 
ance with  Sec.  12  Mine  Laws  in  force  from  July  1,  1890,  to  call 
your  strict  attention  to  Sec.  <3  (six)  and  1<>  (ten)  of  the  same.  In 
the  first  place  your  No.  4  right  entry  is  in  a  dangerous  condition 
from  the   effect  of   a  heavy   squeeze  now   active   throughout  said 
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entry,  which,  on  account  of  its  being  a  single  entry,  witlionl  a  re- 
liable and  safe  escape,  or  outlet,  in  ease  of  a  general  or  partial 
collapse  of  th<j  roof  on  said  entry,  is  unsafe. 

I  would  suggest  that  you  at  once  notify  the  miners  and  day 
hands  employed  therein,  that  the  same  is  declared  by  me  no 
longer  safe  to  work  therein.  I  realize  the  importance  of  winning 
the  balance  of  the  coal  now  remaining  unworked  on  said  entry,  as 
to  let  it  remain  as  it  now  stands  would  tend  to  carry  the  squeeze 
beyond  this  point  to  the  main  entry.  Such  a  contingency  would 
entail  unusual  precaution  to  protect  the  general  mine,  and  in  all 
probability  cause  general  ruin  of  the  mine.  I  do  not  consider  it 
would  be  absolutely  unsafe  to  be  worked  by  experienced,  practi- 
cal and  thoroughly  competent  miners  under  the  direction  and  con- 
stant vigilance  of  a  practical  mine  boss;  the  men  not  to  be  scat- 
tered, but  to  work  close  enough  that  warnings  of  danger  could 
readily  be  imparted  to  all  at  once.  These  precautions,  together 
with  the  connection  now  being  made  from  No.  4  entry  to  No.  5 
entry,  via  No.  8  room  and  No.  4  entry,  would  enable  you  to  work 
out  the  balance  of  the  coal  yet  on  that  entry  to  the  line.  Then, 
afterwards,  to  systematically  rob  and  take  out  the  remaining  pil- 
lars and  entry  stumps,  thereby  winning  all  the  coal  in  said  bound- 
ary, and  alleviate  the  danger  to  the  general  mine  by  a  continuous 
squeeze. 

Your  attention  is  especially  directed  to  §S  6  and  in,  as  your  ven- 
tilation is  now  inefficient,  owing  to  there  being  no  regular  main- 
tained course  for  a  return  to  the  furnace,  which  is  absolutely  nec- 
essary and  required. 

Also  that  a  second  opening,  in  accordance  with  §  6,  must  lie 
maintained  and  kept  free  from  obstructions,  for  the  purpose  of 
traveling  therein.  In  this  your  provision  is  lacking,  yet  on  the 
line  of  our  consideration  in  connection  with  the  course  on  the 
map,  you  can  readily  make  such  a  route  sufficient  and  reasona- 
ble, that  will  comply,  by  opening  and  coursing  through  the  paral- 
lel to  your  main  entry,  from  the  Oth  left  entry  to  your  2nd  right 
entry,  and  there  bridge  across  your  main  entry  to  the  present 
furnace  connection,  thereby  makingyou  a  permanent  second  open- 
ing or  outlet,  and  return  airway. 

An    immediate   prosecution  of   the    foregoing  instructions    will 
prevent  the  unpleasant  necessity  of  my  proceeding  further,  as  di- 
rected by  §  1l;  of  the  Aline  Laws  of  the  State  ofJWest  Virginia. 
Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  '    JOHN   I.   ABSALOM, 

Inspector  of  Mines,  Third  District. 
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On  July  14th  this  mine  was  again  visited  by  Mine  Inspector  Abr 
salom  and  it  was  foitnd  that  progress  was  being  made  in  accord- 
ance with  the   suggestions  as  stated  in   the  above  communication. 

James  Kelso,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 

The  Kanawha  Splint  Coal  Co. 

Black  Cat  Mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  East- 
ha/i/,;  is  located  on  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.,  one  mile  east  of  Eastbank. 
This  mine  has  three  drifts  and  is  ventilated  by  natural  causes  and 
a  furnace. 

On  July  7th,  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  There  is  a 
gravity  plane  from  the  Coalburg  seam  to  the  railroad  tipple  and 
also  one  from  the  Coalburg  seam  to  the  Lewiston  seam.  This 
mine  is  working  the  adjoining  lease  to  the  Belmont  property. 
The  Coalburg  seam  has  been  very  little  developed,  it  being  about 
5  ft.  thick  and  very  dirty.  The  Lewiston  seam  is  from  2  ft.  6  in. 
to  4  ft.  thick.  There  are  two  openings  in  this  seam.  The  east 
opening  adjoining  Belmont  is  connected  by  a  tram  road  to  the  west 
opening.  They  intend  soon  to  make  an  inside  connection.  The 
principal  work  now  in  the  east  opening  is  pillar  work.  The  main 
working  is  bothered  considerably  by  bad  roof  and  water,  but  it  is 
well  looked  after,  the  top  being  taken  down  in  all  rooms  and  en- 
tries. The  furnace  is  not  sufficient  to  properly  ventilate  this  mine, 
as  at  its  best  it  is  only  temporary  and  too  small.  The  river  tip- 
ple, which  was  washed  away  during  the  fore  part  of  the  year,  is 
being  reconstructed. 

The  following  mines  in  this  county  were  not  inspected,  owing  to 
their  not  being  in  operation  on  the  days  on  which  the  inspector 
visited  the  mines : 

Big  Mountain  Mining  Co,  No.  1  and  No.  2. 

Cannelton  Mine. 

Cannelton  No.  2  Gas. 

Staunton  Mine. 

Thomas-Scholz  Mine. 

Riverside  Mine. 

Montgomery  Mine. 

Lewiston  No.  2  Mine. 

Mammoth  Mine. 

Crown  Hill  Mine. 
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FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

The  Great  Kanawha  Colliery  Co. 

Digby  mine, operated  by  the  above  company,  P.O.  Mi.  Car- 
bon, is  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  &  0.  R.  R.,  six  miles 
west  of  Kanawha  Falls. 

On  June  18th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  is  the 
most  easterly  gas  coal  mine  in  this  county.  It  is  reached  from 
the  tipple  by  means  of  a  long  gravity  incline  operated  on  the 
Barney  system.  This  mine  was  opened  some  time  during  the 
fifties.  The  coal  attains  a  thickness  of  6  feet  with  a  middle  slate 
which  varies  from  1  inch  to  12  inches.  The  ventilation  is  pro- 
duced by  natural  means  and,  at  present,  is  satisfactory.  In  case 
the  ventilation  should  prove  insufficient  by  the  development  of 
this  mine,  a  furnace  would  meet  the  requirements.  The  roof  in 
most  places  throughout  the  mine  is  of  slate  which  falls  easily. 
The  bottom  is  soft,  which  makes  the  drainage  rather  unfavorable. 
The  main  entry  maintains  a  heavy  grade  throughout. 

Symington  Macdonald,  Supt.     John  Holmes,  Mine  Boss. 

The  Great  Kanawha  Colliery  Co. 

The  Great  Kanawha  No.  1  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company, 
is  located  on  the  line  of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.  near  Armstrong  Creek. 

On  June  18th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  mine  is 
very  extensive,  the  main  entry  being  driven  up  alongside  of 
Armstrong  Creek  for  a  distance  of  about  8,000  feet.  The  seam  in 
this  mine  seems  to  have  split  since  at  some  places  in  the  fore  part  of 
the  workings  the  top  seam  was  close  enough  to  be  worked  with  the 
bottom  seam.  In  the  advanced  workings  the  bottom  part  alone 
is  worked  as  the  top  seam  appears  to  have  run  out.  This  leaves  the 
main  bench  of  coal  from  8  ft,  (3  in.  to  5  ft.  thick.  Electrical  coal 
cutters  are  used  for  under  mining  the  coal,  and  the  mine  is 
equipped  with  an  electrical  locomotive  for  hauling.  The  coal  cut- 
ter is  not  ran  to  its  full  capacity,  since  it  is  only  used  in  the  low 
coal.  The  motor  hauls  for  a  distance  of  7,000  feet,  displacing  a 
large  number  of  mules  on  their  main  haulage.  Barring  the  petty 
annoyance  of  the  armature  burning  out,  the  motor  does  welb 
while  the  electrical  coal  cutter  does  most  excellent  work.  The 
operation  of  this  electrical  plant  improves  as  the  employes  become 
more  educated  and  more  skillful  in  the  operation  of  the  electrical 
machines.  The  drainage  and  ventilation  of  this  mine  are  good.  The 
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ventilation  is  produced  by  a  fan  which  is  driven  by  electricity. 
This  mine  is  connected  to  the  railroad  tipple  by  a  long1  incline, 
thence  by  a  short  incline  to  the  river  tipple.  They  have  a  large 
and  well  appointed  surface  plant  consisting  of  an  iron  covered  tip- 
ple, brick  power  house  and  boiler  room,  and  a  crushed  coke  plant 
and  bins. 

Symington  Macdonald,  Supt.     John  Holmes.  Mine  Ross. 


M.  T.  Davis  &  Co. 

Eureka  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Montgom- 
ery, is  located  ou  the  branch  line  which  leads  out  from  the  C.  & 
0.  R,  R.  between  Montgomery  and  Handley,  near  the  Kanawha 
County  boundary  line.  This  is  a  very  old  mine  and  is  not  now 
very  extensively  worked.  The  coal  from  this  mine  is  hau'ed  very 
successfully  by  endless  rope  from  the  mine  direct  to  the  tipple. 
The  ventilation,  which  is  produced  by  a  fan,  is  good.  Considera- 
ble timbering  has  been  done  in  this  mine,  owing  to  a  heavy 
squeeze  which  was  brought  on  by  the  long  standing  of  the  mine. 
which  is  an  old  one.  Barring  the  dangers  from  the  above  condi- 
tions, the  mine  is  in  very  good  order.  The  seam  of  coal  in  this 
mine  reaches  from  44  to  6  feet. 

M.  T.  Davis,  Supt.     George  Prazier,  Mine  Boss. 

M.  T.  Davis  &  Co. 

-No  5  Block  Cool  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O. 
Montgomery,  is  located  on  Morris  creek,  on  a  spur  track  leading 
from  the  main  line  of  the  C.  &  0.  R.  R.  at  a  point  between  Hand- 
ley  and  Montgomery. 

On  June  15th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  ventila- 
tion, produced  by  a  furnace,  is  fair,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  mine  is  up  to  the  average. 

The  coal  in  this  mine  has  an  average  thickness  of  6  feet.  Some- 
times it  runs  as  high  as  7  feet.  The  mine  is  reached  by  an  incline 
about  1,7<»0 feet  long.  The  coal  in  this  mine  is  worked  almost  ex- 
clusively by  electrical  mine  machines  of  the  chain  cutter  type. 
This  is  probably  the  most  successfully  operated  machine  mine  in 
the  region.  The  roof  of  the  mine  is  rather  unfavorable  for  ma- 
chine mining,  but  great  care  is  taken  in  posting  the  roof  and  in  a 
great  many  cases  temporary  posting  is  resorted  to  while  the  cut- 
ters are  being  used.  Electrical  drills  are  used  for  boring  the 
holes  in    the  coal  for  the   charge  of   powder.     All  of   the  work  in 


Inspector  of  Mines.  171 

this  mine  is  done  by  day  labor.  Very  little  work  is  done  with  the 
miner's  pick,  the  pick  being  used  only  for  the  purpose  of  trim- 
ming the  coal  and  squaring  up  the  working  faces  preparatory  for 
the  electrical  cutters. 

The  capacity  of  this  mine  is  from  500  to  600  tons  per  da  v.  The 
oils  used  for  illuminating  purposes  in  this  mine,  are  kerosene, 
black  strap  and  lard  oil. 

M.  T.  Davis.  Supt.     George  Frazier,  Mine  Boss. 

Mecca  Coal  cfc  Coke  Co. 

Mecca  Mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Montgom- 
ery, is  located  on  Morris  Creek. 

On  July  13th  the  above  mine  was  inspected.  This  mine  has  an 
opening  on  each  side  of  the  Schulyer  Fork  of  Morris  Creek,  and 
they  are  connected  by  a  tipple  located  in  the  valley.  The  tipple 
is  very  complete  in  its  appointments. 

The  No.  2  gas  coal  is  mined  at  this  place,  the  coal  having  a 
thickness  ranging  from  4  ft.  to  G  ft.  The  roof  is  a  draw  slate 
which  is  easily  supported.  Both  mines  are  ventilated  by  im- 
proved mine  fans.  One  section  of  this  mine  is  ventilated  by 
means  of  a  fire  basket,  but  preparations  are  being  made  to  install 
a  fan.     The  drainage  and  roads  are  in  a  fair  condition. 

John  Carver,  Supt.     John  Tasker,  Mine  Boss. 


Coal  Valley  Mining  Co. 

St'raughan  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  ().  Mont- 
gomery, is  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.,  near  the 
comity  boundary  line. 

On  June  15th  the  above  mine  was  visited.  The  work  in  this  mine 
is  being  drawn  back  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  the  mine,  the 
work  being  principally  the  drawing  of  pillars  and  stumps.  The 
capacity  of  the  mine  is  about  200  tons  per  day.  The  map  of  this 
mine  has  not  been  extended  since  L891.  This  matter  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  management  of  the  mine  with  a  request 
that  the  map  be  extended  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  mine  law. 

Kerosene  oil,  black  strap,  and  lard  oil  are  used  for  illuminating 
purposes.  This  company  expects  to  abandon  this  mine  in  the 
course  of  two  years. 

John  W.  Straughan,  Supt.     John  Allen,  Mine  Boss. 
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W.  R.  Johnson  &  Co. 

Crescent  Block  con!  mine,  operated  by  the  above,  P.  O.  Cres- 
cent, is  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.,  27 
miles  east  of  Charleston. 

On  July  12th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  is  a  drift 
mine  ventilated  by  natural  causes.  The  coal  in  this  mine  is  7  ft, 
6  in.  thick,  including  a  top  coal,  which  is  from  6  in.  to  14  in. 
thick.  The  top  coal  is  left  up  since  it  contains  more  or  less  sul- 
phur. 

There  are  three  openings  to  this  mine.  The  tipple  on  the  river 
is  reached  by  an  incline  of  30  degrees.  This  tipple  has  been  ar- 
ranged to  supply  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.  engines  with  block  coal. 
Their  railroad  contract  for  supplying  the  engines  often  necessi- 
tates the  operation  of  this  mine  on  Sundays.  This  river  tipple  is 
also  the  landing  for  the  gas  coal.  The  tipple  is  rather  elaborate 
in  its  plans,  and  is  equipped  with  crushers,  elevators  and  coal  bins, 
and  a  number  of  ingenious  devices  are  used  for  handling  the  cars 
which  supply  the  coai  for  the  engines,  river  tipple,  and  the  coke 
ovens.  The  map  of  this  mine  has  not  been  extended  since  June, 
1896. 

T.  A.  Bartlem,  Supt.     Richard  Howe,  Mine  Boss. 

W.  R.  Johnson  &  Co. 

Crescent  Gas  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O. 
■Montgomery,  is  a  drift  mine  ventilated  by  means  of  a  fan. 

On  July  12th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  air  in 
this  mine  was  found  to  be  excellent.  The  map  of  the  mine  has  not 
been  extended  since  June,  1896.  The  work  in  this  mine  is 
exclusively  the  robbing  of  pillars,  since  there  is  no  more  solid 
coal  in  the  mine.  At  the  present  capacity  of  this  mine  there  will 
be  five  years  more  work  in  it.  Owing  to  the  drawing  back 
of  the  pillars,  the  second  opening  is  obstructed  at  times.  It  is  im- 
portant that  a  second  opening  be  maintained  in  this  mine,  owing 
to  the  danger  of  the  mine  closing  in  and  imprisoning  the  men. 
This  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  management  of 
the  mine  with  the  suggestion  that  extreme  caution  be  taken  to  see 
that  the  second  opening  is  at  all  times  open  to  travel. 

While  the  robbing  is  being  done  quite  completely,  it  cannot  be 
economically  done  since  the  bottom  heaves  badly  and  the  roof,  be- 
ing a  draw  slate,  is  hard  to  hold,  since  it  disintegrates  very  rapid- 
ly.    The  coal   is  very  much    crushed,  although   large  pillars  have 
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been  left.     Owing  to  the  unfavorable  conditions  in  this  mine,  the 
expense  of   robbing  is  greater  than  the   expense  of   advancing  the 
workings  in   the  solid   coal.     The   incline  from    the  tipple  to  the 
mine  is  350  feet  long. 
T.  A.  Bartlem,  Supt.     W.  Giles,  Mine  Boss. 


Wyant  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Diamond  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Eagle,  is 
located  eight  miles  below  Kanawha  Falls,  on  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 

On  June  7th  the  above  mine  was  inspected.  This  mine  operates 
the  No.  2  gas  coal,  which  belongs  to  the  lower  Kittanning  meas- 
ure. 

The  mine  is  connected  by  an  incline  of  several  hundred  feet  to 
the  railroad  tipple.  The  coal  is  hauled  from  the  inside  to  the 
drum  house  by  a  tail  rope  system.  The  main  entry  of  this  mine 
is  in  a  bad  condition  on  account  of  a  squeeze  caused  by  weak  pil- 
lars. The  bottom  heaves  badly  owing  to  a  fire  clay  bottom.  The 
main  heading  of  this  mine  is  now  stopped  on  account  of  falls  of 
the  roof.  There  is  a  rider  of  coal  at  variable  heights  over  the 
main  seam  which  causes  the  top  slate  to  cut  very  badly.  This  is 
the  general  condition  of  the  roof  throughout  the  gas  seam,  especi- 
ally in  the  narrow  workings.  The  roof  in  the  rooms  does  not 
come  down  so  readily,  since  the  advanced  headings  drain  the 
water  from  the  rider  of  coal  above.  Where  this  water  percolates 
through  the  roof  it  causes  the  slate  to  cut  very  badly.  The  inter- 
ior of  this  mine  is  getting  to  be  in  a  fair  shape.  The  coal  aver- 
ages from  5  ft.  6  in.  to  6  ft.  thick.  There  is  a  second  opening  to 
this  mine  which  affords  a  very  good  outlet,  The  ventilation  of 
this  mine  is  produced  by  means  of  a  furnace  which  does  not  pro- 
duce a  sufficient  volume  of  air.  There  is  a  fan  on  the  plant  which 
the  company  has  promised  to  place  in  position  at  once. 

William  Wyant,  Supt.     James  Perung,  Mine  Boss. 

Wyant  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Eagle  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Eagle,  im- 
mediately adjoins  the  Diamond  mine. 

On  June  8th  this  mine  was  inspected.  No  coal  is  shipped  from 
this  mine.  All  of  the  coal  mined  is  converted  into  coke.  No  in- 
cline is  used  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  coal  from  the  mine 
to  the  ovens.  The  coal  is  crushed  at  the  mine  and  is  then  per- 
mitted  to  pass    through  a    pipe   down    the    mountain    side  to  the 
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charging  bins.  The  main  entry  of  this  mine  is  about  1|  miles 
long. 

The  ventilation  of  this  mine  is  produced  by  a  fan  which  gives 
good  results.  The  drainage  of  the  mine  is  had.  the  main  entry 
having  to  be  pumped  and  bailed  continuously.  The  superintend- 
ent of  this  mine  promised  to  endeavor  to  drain  this  mine  by  means 
of  a  ditch  from  the  lower  opening.  If  this  can  be  successfully 
done,  the  mine  will  be  well  drained,  otherwise  it  will  he  necessary 
to  put  in  a  pump.     The  coal  in  this  mine  measures  4  ft.  6  in. 

William  Wyant,  Supt.     Thomas  Loyd.  Mine  Boss. 


St  Clair  Coal  Co. 

St.  Chili'  No.  1  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company.  P.  O. 
Eagle,  is  located  between  the  Eagle  mine  on  the  west  and  the  For- 
est Hill  mine  on  the  east.  Two  seams  of  coal  are  operated  at  this 
plant,  the  Eagle  No.  1  seam,  and  the  Coal  Valley  Gas  No.  l;.  The 
coal  from  No.  1  mine  is  dumped  at  the  drift  mouth  into  a  bin 
from  which  it  is  conducted  through  an  iron  pipe  24  in.  in  diame- 
ter to  a  coal  crusher  near  the  ovens.  Preparations  are  now  being 
made  to  construct  an  incline  from  this  mine  alongside  of  the  No. 
2  incline  to  the  river  and  railroad  tipples. 

The  ventilation  of  this  mine  is.  at  present,  insufficient. '  A  new 
fan  is  on  the  plant  and  will  soon  be  installed  at  the  mine.  A  very 
complete  electrical  plant  is  installed  at  this  mine.  The  coal  is 
hauled  a  long  distance  by  means  of  a  '.)  ton  electrical  locomotive. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  coal  from  this  mine  is  mined  by  elec- 
trical cutting  machines.  The  coal  in  this  mine  measures  4  ft.  4 
in.  in  thickness  with  an  impurity  ranging  from  4  in.  to  6  in.  in 
thickness.  The  roof  is  flaky  and  very  treacherous  and  requires  a 
great  many  posts  to  support  it.  A  former  squeeze  on  the  main 
portion  of  this  mine  has  necessitated  the  placing  of  a  great  many 
timbers  in  the  main  haulage-way.  which  is  very  much  cramped. 
The  drainage  of  the  mine  is  good,  and  the  sanitary  condition  fair. 
At  the  head  of  the  workings,  this  mine  has  intersected  the  work- 
ings of  the  Eagle  mine. 

M.  T.  Davis.  Supt.      A;  P.  Sheare,  Mine  Ross. 

St.  Glair  Wo.  2  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  is  lo- 
cated above  the  No.  1  mine. 

On  June  21st  this  mine  was  visited,  but  owing  to  it  being  idle 
on    that    day.  a  thorough    inspection  was   not  made  of  the  under- 
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ground  workings.  This  mine  is  connected  to  the  tipple  below  by 
a  long  inclined  plane.  It  is  well  ventilated  by  means  of  a  fan. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is  fair.  The  eoal  measures 
from  4  ft.  to  5  ft.  in  thickness  and  has  a  draw  slate  top.  The  map 
of  this  mine  is  extended  to  September,  L896.  A  request  was  made 
to  have  the  mine  map  extended  to  date. 

M.  T.  Davis.  Supt.     A.  P.  Sheare,  Mine  Boss. 


Mt.  Carbon  Company,  Limited. 

Vulcan  ininr,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Powellton^ 
is  located  eight  miles  from  the  C.  &.  O.  K.  R.  on  the  Powellton  & 
Pocahontas  R.  R. 

On  May  18th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  There  are 
nine  openings  to  this  mine,  four  on  the  north  and  four  on  the 
south  of  the  main  opening.  The  ventilation  of  this  mine  is  pro- 
duced by  natural  causes,  which  give  most  satisfactory  results.  The 
conditions  surrounding  this  mine  are  extremely  favorable  for 
natural  ventilation.  The  aggregate  of  the  volumes  of  air  going 
into  the  mine  through  the  various  openings  amounts  to  from  15,- 
0G0  to  30,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute.  The  coal  from  this 
plant  has  three  distinct  outlets,  one  by  way  of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R., 
the  other  by  way  of  the  Great  Kanawha  River,  and  a  third  by  way 
of  the  K.  &  M.  R.  R. 

A  transfer  boat  is  used  for  relaying  the  railroad  cars  from  the 
P.  &  P.  11.  R.  to  the  K.  &  M.  R.  R.  This  company  operates  a 
plant  of  202  beehive  coke  ovens  which  have  a  capacity  of  300  tons 
of  48  hour  coke  per  day.  The  main  haulage  way  of  this  mine  is 
being  relaid  with  30  lb.  steel  rails.  When  this  is  completed,  it  is 
the  intention  to  use  a  ten  ton  pneumatic  locomotive  which  will  be 
used  for  doing  all  of  the  underground  hauling.  Preparations  are 
being  made  to  lay  3,000  feet  of  5  in.  pipe  on  the  main  entry  of 
this  mine  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  locomotive  and  mining 
machines  with  compressed  air.  A  power  house  of  stone  and  brick 
is  nearing  completion.  There  is  now  on  the  ground  one  of  Inger- 
soll-Sargeant's  latest  improved  three-phase  air  compressors.  It  is 
expected  that  this  pneumatic  planl  will  be  installed  and  in  opera- 
tion by  July  1.  L897.  No  pains  are  being  spared  to  make  this 
plant  a  first  class  one  in  every  detail  and  the  result  will  be  an  im- 
portant one  to  the  entire  Stale  as  well  as  to  Fayette  County.  This 
plant  is  thoroughly  and  extensively  equipped  with  bins  for  coal 
and  crushed  coke,  and  with  modern  crushers  for  reducing  the  coal 


176  Annual  Repokt. 

and  coke.  The  ovens  are  provided  with  a  larry  and  a  steam  loco- 
motive for  hauling  the  same. 

The  Vulcan  mine  works  a  distinct  seam  of  excellent  gas,  steam 
and  coking  coal,  averaging  in  thickness  from  5  ft.  6  in.  to  7  ft.  2 
in.,  with  a  middle  parting  of  slate  ranging  from  2  in.  to  12  in.  in 
thickness.  The  main  bench  of  coal  has  a  small  bony  rider.  The 
roof  being  varied  with  sand  rock  and  slate,  and  the  bottom  being 
of  fire  clay,  the  coal  is  favorably  adapted  to  any  method  of  min- 
ing, and  is  now  worked  by  the  double  entry  method  with  pillar 
and  stall. 

This  seam  is  considered  to  be  a  freak,  since  it  does  not  develop 
into  workable  dimensions  elsewhere. 

Evan  Powell,  Supt.     Henry  Carrol.  Mine  Boss. 

The  Gauley  Mountain  Coal  Co. 

Gauley  Mountain  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0. 
Ansted,  is  located  on  a  branch  railroad  three  miles  from  the  C.  & 
O.  R.  R,  at  Hawks  Nest. 

On  June  10th  this  mine  was  visited  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
the  details  of  the  fatal  accident  of  June  3,  in  which  mine  boss, 
Gr.W.  Crump,  and  engineer,  Elijah  Neal,  lost  their  lives.  This  mine 
has  a  very  large  development,  but  only  that  portion  of  the  mine 
was  inspected  where  the  above  named  men  lost  their  lives. 

W.  N.  Page,  Supt.     J.  W.  Straughan,  Mine  Boss. 

Thomas  Coal  Co. 

Sunnyside  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Hawks 
Nests  is  a  drift  mine  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  &  0.  R. 
R.,  two  miles  east  of  Hawks  Nest. 

On  July  26th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  A  gravity 
incline  is  used  for  letting  the  coal  from  the  mine  to  the  tipple. 
Two  5-ton  Monitors  are  used  for  this  purpose.  This  mine  has  two 
openings  in  the  Sewell  seam  which  averages  3  ft.  of  good  coal. 
The  seam  at  this  point  dips  from  the  opening  and  has  a  fall  of  18 
ft.  in  2,500  ft.,  making  the  drainage  an  item  of  considerable  ex- 
pense. A  steam  pump  is  used,  however,  and  no  pains  are  spared 
to  keep  the  mine  in  a  good  condition. 

The  east  opening  of  this  mine  has  advanced  within  a  few  hun- 
dred feet  of  the  abandoned  portion  of  the  Elmo  mine  in  which  is 
standing  a  large  body  of  water.  A  barrier  pillar  of  300  feet  is 
left  between  the  working  face  of  this  mine  and  the  Elmo  mine. 
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The  superintendent  of  this  mine  was  advised  to  drive  an  inde- 
pendent drift  in  order  to  drain  the  water  in  the  low  portion  of  the 
mine.  Written  instructions  were  given  this  company  to  use 
every  precaution  in  advancing  towards  the  old  workings  of  the 
Elmo  mine,  and  were  instructed  to  keep  bore  holes  in  advance  of 
the  working-  places. 

1).  R.  Bishop,  Supt.      A.  S.  Pike.  Mine  Boss. 


New  River  Mining  Co. 

Elmo  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  ().  Elmo,  is  Lo- 
cated on  the  line  of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  It.,  at  Elmo. 

On  July  26th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  mine 
is  a  drift  opening  with  furnace  ventilation  which  is  very  good. 
The  drainage  and  roads  in  this  mine  are  both  very  much  in  need 
of  repair.  This  plant  has  the  best  tipple  of  any  plant  in  this  dis- 
trict. The  tipple  is  arranged  to  store  300  tons  of  all  sizes  of  coal, 
and  three  box  cars  can  be  loaded  at  me  time.  A  large  stone 
power  house  has  been  erected  at  this  plant  preparatory  to  putting 
in  an  electrical  plant  for  hauling  and  cutting  coal.  There  is  a 
large  body  of  water  standing  in  the  abandoned  portion  of  this 
mine. 

The  Sewell  seam  is  worked  at  this  mine  and  has  an  average 
thickness  of  8  ft.  of  clean  coal  which  has  a  very  even  texture.  A 
gravity  plane  from  the  drift  mouth  to  the  tipple  is  used  for  let- 
ting the  mine  cars  down  the  side  of  the  mountain.  Two  ears  are 
let  down  on  each  trip.  The  map  of  this  mine  is  extended  to 
May,  1893. 

T.  \V.  Burke.  Supt.      Gr.  W.  Smith.  Mine  Boss. 

Fayette  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Fa;/,  ft,  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  ().  Fayette,  is 
a  drift  mine  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  iV'  ().  R.  R.,  five 
miles  east  of  Hawks  Xest. 

On  July  :24th  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  map  of  this  mine 
has  been  extp  d  to  June.  L895.  Instructions  were  given  to  have 
the  map  -  "    nded  to  date. 

The  ventilation  of  this  mine  is  produced  by  a  furnace  which 
gives  fairly  good  results  except  in  some  parts  of  the  entries, 
where  there  are  no  break-throughs,  the  air  is  very  close.  The  ab- 
sence of  these  break-throughs  appeals  to  he  due  to  the  miners  be- 
ing averse  to  driving  them.     The  Sewell  seam  of   coal  is  mined  at 
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this  plant  and  has  an  average  thickness  of  2  ft.  7  in.  The  main  entry 
of  this  mine  has  been  driven  through  a  rock  depression  in  the  coal 
for  a  distance  of  several  hundred  feet,  The  coal  in  some  parts  of 
this  depression  is  only  8  in.  thick.  Since  driving  through  this 
depression,  the  entry  has  been  graded  for  nearly  a  mile,  making 
the  grade  in  favor  of  the  loaded  cars. 

J.  A.  Boone,  Supt.     Val  Buchman,  Mine  Boss. 


Thurmond  Coal  Co. 

Thurmond  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Concho, 
is  located  on  the  south  side  of  New  River  on  a  branch  of  the  C.  & 
0.  R.  R.,  one  mile  below  Thurmond  Station. 

On  June  5th  this  mine  was  visited  and  found  to  be  idle.  During 
April.  1807.  the  drum  house,  tipple  and  storage  bins  at  this  plant 
were  destroyed  by  tire.  These  structures  have  been  rebuilt  and 
the  plant  is  again  ready  for  operation.  There  are  three  mines,  or 
openings,  now  ready  for  operation,  No.  1  and  No.  2  being  the 
main  openings,  and  No.  3,  which  has  been  standing  for  some 
years,  has  been  put  in  a  workable  condition.  All  of  the  workings 
seem  to  go  to  the  dip. 

There  is  a  well  equipped  electrical  plant  at  this  mine.  The 
mines  were  found  to  be  in  a  good  condition  for  work.  The  venti- 
lation of  the  No.  1  opening  is  produced  by  a  fan  placed  on  the  in- 
side of  the  mine  about  midway  of  the  drift  mouth  and  working 
face  of  the  main  entry.  Mines  No.  2  and  No.  3  are  ventilated  by 
means  of  a  furnace. 

Owing  to  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  pick  mining  which  was 
made  at  this  mine  at  the  time  they  were  ready  to  resume  opera- 
tions, the  men  refused  to  go  to  work  and  at  the  date  of  this  inspec- 
tion the  mine  was  idle,  pending  an  agreement. 

H.  G.  Caperton,  Superintendent.     Arthur  Boyd,  Mine  Boss. 

New  River  Coke  Co. 

North  Side  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Caper- 
ton  is  located  at  Caperton  on  the  line  of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 

On  July  29th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  mine 
is  ventilated  by  natural  causes  which  do  not  give  satisfactory  re- 
sults through  the  old  portion  of  the  mine,  but  in  the  new  section 
of  the  mine  the  ventilation  is  much  better,  and  the  conditions  in 
general  in  the  new  section  of  the  mine  are  much  better  than  those 
in  the  old  portion  of  the  mine  which  at  the  date  of  this  inspection 
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was  being  robbed.  This  mine  has  two  openings  both  of  which 
are  kept  clear  of  obstructions.  A  tail  rope  haulage  of  4,000  feet 
in  length  is  used  for  hauling  coal  through  the  main  mountain. 
The  engines  which  furnish  the  power  for  this  haulage  plant  are 
located  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  near  the  tipple.;  The  tipple  of 
this  plant  is  also  used  by  the  South  Side  mine. 

H.  G.  Caperton,  Supt.     Thomas  Boyd,  Mine  Boss. 

South  Side  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  is  a  drift 
mine  located  at  South  Caperton.  This  mine  is  ventilated  by 
means  of  a  furnace  which  does  not  give  satisfactory  results.  This 
is  due  largely  to  the  use  of  canvas  doors  for  the  directing  of  the 
currents,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  mine  is  operated  on  the  single 
entry  system.  The  roads  are  muddy  but  the  working  places  are 
dry. 

The  Sewell  seam  of  coal  is  operated  at  this  mine  and  measures 
4^  ft.  in  thickness.  The  coal  dips  rapidly  to  the  south  and  west, 
which  makes  the  drainage  a  rather  difficult  problem.  The  miners 
push  the  cars  in  and  out  of  their  rooms  since  the  roof  is  too  low 
for  the  animals  to  enter  the  rooms  except  where  the  top  is  shot 
down.  Preparations  are  being  made  to  put  in  a  rope  haulage 
which  will  dispense  with  the  heavy  and  laborious  mule  haulage. 
The  coal  from  this  mine  is  carried  by  means  of  a  suspended  cable 
line  18,000  feet  long  from  the  drift  mouth  of  this  mine  to  the  tip- 
ple on  the  north  side  of  New  River  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  & 
O.  R.  R,     The  buckets  used  for  this  purpose  hold  2h  tons  each. 

H.  G.  Caperton,  Supt.     John  Gilmore,  Mine  Boss. 

Red  Ash  Coal  Co. 

Red  Ash  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Rush 
Run,  is  a  drift  mine  located  on  the  south  side  of  New  River,  one 
and  one-half  miles  west  of  Rush  Run. 

On  July  28th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  It  is  venti- 
lated by  means  of  a  furnace.  This  mine  is  provided  with  two 
openings  which  are  open  at  all  times  for  travel.  The  Red  Ash 
seam  of  coal  is  mined  here  and  has  an  average  thickness  of  six 
feet  of  clean  coal.  The  roof  of  this  mine  is  fairly  good.  The 
mine  is  kept  very  clean  and  the  roads  are  in  excellent  condition. 
Considerable  pride  is  taken  in  keeping  this  mine  in  good  condi- 
tion throughout;  in  fact,  this  is  a  model  mine.  A  new  tipple  is 
being  constructed  and  04  new  Welch    cokc  ovens  are  near  comple- 
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tion.  A  slack  bin  of  300  tons  capacity  has  been  completed  and  is 
equipped  with  elevators,  conveyors,  etc.  A  fan  will  soon  re- 
place the  furnace  which  is  now  used  for  ventilating;.  A  rope 
haulage  system  will  soon  be  in  operation  in  this  mine.  When 
this  mine,  with  all  of  its  improvements,  is  in  operation,  it  will  be 
one  of  the  best  equipped  collieries  on  New  River. 
F.  Howald,  Supt.     John  Laing,  Mine  Boss. 


William  Beury,  Cooper  &  Co. 

Echo  wine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Beury,  is  a 
drift  mine  located  on  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.,  at  Echo  Station. 

On  June  11th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  There  are 
two  mines  operated  at  this  plant.  The  upper  mine  being  in  the 
Red  Ash  coal  and  the  lower  mine  being  in  the  Sewell  coal.  The 
work  in  the  upper  mine  is  about  finished.  In  the  lower  seam  a 
splendid  system  of  endless  rope  haulage  is  in  operation.  The 
mine  was  found  to  be  in  a  first  class  condition  as  to  ventilation 
and  drainage.  The  seam  of  coal  measures  from  8  to  5  ft.  in 
thickness.  This  Sewell  seam  is  being  opened  at  a  point  farther 
up  the  river  This  new  opening  is  to  tap  an  old  portion  of  the 
mine  and  the  coal  from  this  opening  is  to  be  hauled  on  a  tram 
road,  which  is  under  construction.  The  C.  &  0.  R.  R.  engines  are 
supplied  with  fuel  at  this  plant.  The  oils  used  for  illuminating 
purposes  are  kerosene,  lard  and  black  strap. 

Thomas  Beury,  Supt.     W.  G.  McDaniel,  Mine  Boss. 

Rush  Run  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Rush  Run  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Rush 
Run,  is  located  on  the  south  side  of  New  River,  on  a  branch  line 
of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.  two  miles  west  of  Thurmond. 

On  July  28th  and  80th  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  Red  Ash 
seam  is  operated  at  this  mine  and  has  a  thickness  ranging  from 
five  feet  to  six  feet.  The  seam  is  very  much  disturbed  by  rolls 
which  makes  the  haul  ways  very  irregular.  A  great  deal  of  water 
is  encountered  in  this  mine,  and  a  system  of  siphons,  water  boxes 
and  a  steam  pump  are  used  for  removing  the  water.  Where  the 
coal  goes  to  the  rise  gas  accumulates  in  small  quantities.  Safety 
lamps  were  recommended  to  be  used  in  places  where  the  gas  ac- 
cumulates. The  third  right  entry  had  a  considerable  squeeze,  but 
on  the  second  visit  to  this  mine  it  was  found  that  it  was  not  dan- 
gerous.     Nos.  one    and  two    entries  a!    this  mine  have  been  aban- 
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dqned.  It  is  the  intention  to  bring  the  coal  from  those  sections 
through  the  No.  3  heading.  The  ventilation  of  the  mine  is  pro- 
duced by  a  fan  and  is  very  good.  Considerable  difficulty  has 
been  encountered  in  holding  the  surface  plant  on  its  original  lo- 
cation. The  surface  has  a  tendency  to  slide  and  it  frequently 
gives  way  and  distorts  the  alinement  of  the  incline. 
F.  Howald,  Supt,     J.  Schweitzer,  Mine  lioss. 

Dimmock  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Dimmock  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Thur- 
mond, is  a  dirft  mine  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  C.  &  0.  R. 
R.,  one  mile  west  of  Thurmond. 

On  July  16th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  venti- 
lation of  this  mine  is  produced  by  a  furnace  which  does  not  give 
good  satisfaction.  This  is  due  to  the  system  of  canvass  doors 
which  are  in  use  at  the  mine.  These  canvas  doors  are  very  much 
neglected.  The  mine  boss,  upon  having  this  matter  brought  to 
his  attention,  promised  to  exercise  more  care  in  ^keeping  up  the 
doors  and  brattices.  A  tail  rope  haulage  is  used  very  successfully 
at  this  mine  for  a  distance  of  about  3,000  ft.  It  is  the  intention 
to  extend  this  ^haulage  in  the  near  future.  Excepting  the  venti- 
lation of  this  mine,  it  is  in  very  good  condition  throughout.  The 
main  heading  of  this  mine  has  been  driven  through  a  very  long 
fault.  It  is  the  intention  to  ventilate  this  mine  in  the  future  by 
natural  causes,  as  the  outlets  are  favorable  to  this  kind  of  venti- 
lation. 

W.  H.  Thayer,  Supt     Geo.  Moran,  Mine  Boss. 

Harvey  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Harvey  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Red  Star, 
is  adrift  mine  located  on  Loop.  Creek,  five  miles  from  Thur- 
mond. 

On  July  17th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  is 
the  first  operation  met  going  up  the  Loop  Creek  branch  railroad. 
The  Sewell  seam  of  coal  is  mined  here  and  measures  about  5  ft. 
to  5  ft.  0  in.  thick  and  is  very  regular  except  in  the  new  opening 
where  the  coal  is  reduced  in  places  to  3  ft.  in  thickness.  This 
plant  is  splendidly  equipped  for  a  large  output  of  coal. 

The  tipple  is  well  arranged  and  is  equipped  for  making  all  sizes 
of  coal,  and  has  storage  bins  for  slack  coal.  This  mine  is  in  good 
condition    throughout,     The    water  is  removed  from  the   mine  by 
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means  of  steam  siphons,  and  the  ventilation  is  good  and  the  roads 
are  kept  in  good  shape.  The  coal  is  hauled  out  of  the  old  open- 
ing by  an  endless  rope  system.  New  engines  have  been  placed  to 
apply  the  same  system  of  haulage  in  the  new  opening.  These 
two  pairs  of  engines  are  covered  by  a  magnificent  building  com- 
plete in  every  detail.  The  rope  nceessary  for  this  plant  is  just 
three  miles  long. 

J.  B.  McGuffin,  Supt.     Alex.  G.  Gibson,  Mine  Boss. 


Sun  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Sun  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  B.  0.  Sun,  is  a 
slope  mine  located  on  Bens  Branch  of  Loop  Creek,  5^  miles  from 
Thurmond. 

On  July  15th  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  Sewell 
seam  of  eoal  is  mined  and  measures  6  ft.  thick  and  has  very  lit- 
tle impurities  and  a  very  favorable  roof.  This  is  a  new  mine 
which  is  just  being  opened,  the  tipple  not  being  completed  at  the 
time  of  inspection.  The  ventilation  is  produced  by  natural 
causes.  The  main  slope  was  divided  into  two  compartments  by 
means  of  a  plank  partition.  One  division  was  used  for  the  intake, 
the  second  for  the  oultet. 

The  purpose  of  the  inspection  of  this  mine  was  to  ascertain  what 
preparations  were  being  made  for  ventilation.  It  was  learned 
that  it  is  the  intention  to  sink  a  shaft  near  by  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  predicted  that  gas  will  be  encountered  as  this  mine  ad- 
vances. To  meet  such  an  emergency,  the  company  is  'provided 
with  the  necessary  safety  lamps  for  the  testing  of  the  air. 

J.  W.  Laing,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 

Sugar  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Mi.  Hope  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company.  P.  0.  Mi. 
//op,;  is  located  on  Loop  Creek,  one  mile  from  McDonald. 

On  June  2nd  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  is  a 
new  mine,  and  has  been  shipping  coal  since  August,  L896.  As  yet 
the  capacity  of  the  mine  is  small.  The  main  entry  of  this  mine 
is  driven  to  the  dip  and  it  will  continue  to  be  driven  so,  since  the 
location  makes  it  necessary  in  working  the  lease.  Considerable 
water  is  met  within  this  mine,  but  it  is  being  handled  at  present 
by  means  of  water  boxes.  This  hauling  of  water  in  boxes  causes 
the  roads  to  be  somewhat  wet  and  muddy.  It  is  the  intention  to. 
place  pumps  in  this  mine  in  the  near  future. 
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The  ventilation  of  the  mine  is  produced  by  means  of  a  fire  bas- 
ket and  stack,  which  give  satisfactory  results.  The  return  air-way 
leading  to  the  stack  was  found  to  have  an  area  of  24  square  feet. 
This  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  management  with 
the  request  that  the  area  be  increased.  The  roof  of  this  mine  is  a 
fossil  bearing  slate  and  is  very  dangerous;  but  on  the  whole  it  is 
well  looked  after  and  well  timbered.  The  tipple  which  is  now  in 
use,  is  a  temporary  one  which  will  be  replaced  by  a  new  struc- 
ture, the  plans  for  which  are  already  drawn  up.  With  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  tipple,  the  grade  leading  from  it  to  the  mine 
will  be  made  more  favorable,  since  at  present  the  loaded  cars  are 
necessarily  drawn  up  a  grade. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  was  found  to  be  fair.  The 
map  of  this  mine  has  been  extended  to  May,  1897.  The  New 
River  seam  of  coal  averaging  from  4  ft.  to  4  ft.  6  in.  in  thickness, 
is  worked  in  this  mine. 

E.  Smith,  Supt.     William  Hurt,  Mine  Boss. 


Turkey  Knob  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Turkey  Knob  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.,  Mc- 
Donald is  located  on  Loop  Creek,  on  a  branch  line,  one-half  mile 
below  McDonald. 

On  June  3rd,  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  ca- 
pacity of  this  mine  is  five  hundred  tons  of  run-of-mine  coal  per 
day.  The  coal  averages  about  5  ft.  in  height,  but  where  sand 
stone  roof  occurs  the  coal  averages  from  4  ft.  to  4  ft.  6  in.  thick. 
The  roof  throughout  the  mine  is  fair. 

This  mine  was  not  in  operation  on  the  date  of  inspection  and 
the  ventilation  of  the  mine  could  not  well  be  determined. 

E.  Crickmer,  Supt.  and  Mine  Boss. 

The  Collins  Colliery  Co. 

('nil in*  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Collins- 
vitte,  is  located  on  Loop  Creek,  six  miles  from  Thurmond  Station. 

On  Jnne  4th,  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  is 
the  most  extensive  and  best  equipped  operation  in  the  Loop  Creek 
field.  A  rather  elaborate  surface  plant  is  installed  at  this  mine. 
There  are  two  main  openings  to  this  mine,  each  of  which  is  con- 
nected to  the  same  tipple.  A  rope  haulage  system  is  used  for 
hauling  the  cars  from  the  inside  of  the  mine  to  the  tipple  without. 
In  both  the  openings    the  grades  of   the  roads  have  been  made  fa- 
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vorable  to  the  loaded  cars.  A  great  deal  of  grading  and  shooting 
of  the  roof  has  been  done  in  the  No.  2  mine,  and  no  expense  has 
been  spared  in  placing   this  mine    in  a  first  class   condition. 

Idle  roof  in  the  Xo.  '1  opening  is  very  had.  hut  it  is  well  tim- 
bered. The  drainage  of  the  mine  is  good.  The  ventilation  of  the 
mine  was  found  to  he  fail1,  with  a  prospect  of  it  becoming  much 
better  when  some  of  the  stoppings  were  made  tight  and  one  or  two 
new  connections  made.  The  Xo.  1  mine  leads  out  in  the  direction 
of  Thurmond  and  is  advanced  to  the  rise  of  the  coal.  The  ventila- 
tion of  this  mine  is  produced  by  a  fan  and  is  very  good,  as  is  also 
the  drainage  of  the  mine.  Owing  to  the  grade  in  this  mine,  it 
was  suggested  that  a  more  complete  system  of  head-blocks  he 
placed  along  the  rail  in  order  to  prevent  the  loaded  cars  from  do- 
ing damage  in  case  they  should  become  uncontrollable. 

At  this  mine  there  is  a  six  hundred  ton  coal  bin,  but  it  has  been 
distorted  somewhat  on  account  of  it  having  been  placed  on  a  weak 
foundation.  This  lias  been  the  cause  of  numerous  repairs  having 
to  be  made  upon  this  bin. 

The  combined  capacity  of  these  two  mines  is  fifteen  hundred 
tons  of  coal  per  day.  The  coal  averages  from  4f  t.  6  in.  to  5  ft.  6 
in.  thick. 

Justice  Collins.  Supt.     Thomas  Lewis.  Mine  Boss. 

Star  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Star  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company.  P.  0.  Rt<l  Star,  is 
located  on  Loop  Creek,  immediately  below  Collinsville,  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  railroad  from  Glen  Jean. 

On  June  4th.  the  above  mine  was  inspected.  The  drift  mouth 
is  on  a  level  with  the  grade  of  the  tipple.  The  main  entry  of  this 
mine  goes  to  the  dip.  The  coal  is  hauled  by  means  of  a  tail  rope 
from  the  main  workings  to  the  outside.  A  very  good  roadway  is 
maintained  for  the  rope  haulage.  The  roof  of  the  mine  is  fair. 
The  coal  runs  from  5  ft.  to  6  ft.  in  thickness.  Gas  blowers  were 
found  at  the  face  of  the  main  workings. 

Instructions  were  given  to  the  company  to  procure  safety  lamps 
and  to  have  the  working  places  examined  each  day  before  the  men 
went  to  work.  The  accumulation  of  gas  so  far,  lias  not  been  dan- 
gerous, but  as  the  workings  develop  towards  the  dip  it  is  likely 
that  a  greater  quantity  of  gas  will  be  encountered.  The  water  in 
this  mine  is  pumped  out  through  a  vertical  bore  hole  placed    near 
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the  head  of  the  main  entry.    The  ventilation  isproduced  by  means 
of  a  fan  which  gives  very  good  results.     The  drainage  of  the  mine 
is  very  good  and  the  sanitary  condition  is  fair. 
George  W.  Jones,  Supt.     David  Stoddardt,  Mine  Boss. 


The  McDonald  Colliery  Co. 

McDonald  mine  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  ().  .)/,- 
Donald,  is  located  on  Loop  Creek,  on  a  spur  track  leading  from 
the  Loop  Creek  branch  of  the  C.  A:  ().  R.  R. 

On  June  the  Drd.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The 
main  opening  of  this  mine  is  on  a  level  with  the  tipple.  This 
mine  is  very  largely  developed.  There  are  seven  distinct  outlets 
to  this  mine,  all  of  which  center  near  the  main  opening.  The  ven- 
tilation of  this  mine  is  produced  by  natural  causes,  which  give 
fairly  good  results  owing  to  the  unusual  number  of  openings. 

A  very  complete  system  of  rope  haulage  is  in  use  in  this  mine. 
This  rope  haulage  is  also  made  use  of  to  haul  the  coal  from  the 
mine  directly  across  the  valley  from  the  main  opening.  This  is 
accomplished  by  means  of  a  small  rope  which  is  engaged  at 
pleasure  to  the  main  haulage  rope  by  means  of  a  grip. 
From  ten  to  thirty  cars  are  hauled  in  each  trip.  The  tipple  is 
equipped  with  a  Wilson  dump  and  extensive  coal  bins.  The  cars) 
after  being  dumped,  automatically  return  to  a  point  where  they 
are  attached  to  the  rope  by  means  of  a  grip  and  returned  to  the  in- 
side of  the  mine.  This  is  the  most  complete  rope  haulage  plant 
in  the  third  district.  ■ 

It  is  the  intention  in  the  near  future  to  place  a  fan  at  this  mine, 
since  the  natural  causes  will  not  be  sufficient  to  properly  ventilate 
the  mine  when  it  has  been  more  fully  developed  and  extended  un- 
der the  mountain.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  was  found 
not  to  be  very  good,  and  some  parts  of  the  mine  were  found  to  be 
wet  and  muddy.  The  roof  throughout  this  mine  is  fairly  good, 
but  near  the  crop  line  it  becomes  very  soft  and  much  broken.  bu1 
it  is  well  timbered  at  these  latter  points.  In  some  places  the  roof 
becomes  solid  rock. 

The  main  haulage  line  in  this  mine  is  equipped  with  thirty 
pound  steel  rails. 

Samuel  Dixon,  Supt.      V.  A.  Miller.  Mine  Loss. 
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Dunn  Loop  Coal  it  Coke  Co. 

Dunn  Loop  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company.  P.  0.  Dunn 
/,'"7<.  is  located  on  Loop  Creek,  nine  miles  from  Thurmond. 

On  June  3rd.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  mine 
is  situated  between  the  Glen  Jean  and  Turkey  Knob  mines.  An 
opening  has  been  developed  in  the  direction  of  the  Collins  Col- 
liery Company  and  a  connection  made  with  the  same.  The  coal 
in  this  mine  averages  5  ft.  high.  Wherever  sand  rock  occurs  as 
the  roof  of  the  coal.  :i  sulphur  bench  appears  in  the  roof  or  im- 
mediately on  top  of  the  coal.  It  often  reaches  a  thickness  of  6  in. 
to  12  in.  and  requires  shooting  to  bring  it  down.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  to  state  that  this  sulphur  prevails  all  through  Loop  Creek  dis- 
trict wherever  the  sand  rock  roof  appears,  but  it  is  not  so  pro 
nounced  on  New  River.  The  roof  in  this  mine  is  generally  bad 
The  insecure  method  of  timbering  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  company.  The  cross  timbers  were  not  notched  so  as  to  engage 
the  tops  of  the  posts  and  the  posts  were  made  plumb.  Instructions 
were  given  to  notch  the  cross  timbers  so  as  to  engage  the  tops  of 
the  posts  and  to  batter  the  posts. 

An  opening  is  being  made  up  the  hollow  to  the  right  of  their 
present  opening  with  a  view  of  cutting  off  the  principal  part  of 
the  old  workings.  At  this  opening  it  is  the  intention  to  place  a 
fan  which  will  ventilate  the  mine  for  a  long  time  to  come.  The 
ventilation  of  the  mine,  at  present,  is  natural  and  very  unsatisfac- 
tory.    The  capacity  of  this  mine  is  500  tons  per  day. 

F.  E.  Walker,  Supt.     E.  T.  Hudson.  Mine  Boss. 


Bal linger  Coal  Co. 

Bollinger  mine  No.  L  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O. 
NuttaUburg,  is  a  drift  mine  located  rive  n  iles  up  Keeney's  Creek 
from  the  main  line  of  the  C.  &  O.  II.  II. 

On  July  21st.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  Sewell 
seam  of  coal  is  worked  in  this  mine  and  measures  about  4  ft.  in 
height,  having  a  very  good  slate  roof.  This  mine  was  in  an  ex- 
cellent condition.  The  roadways  are  kept  in  a  very  good  condi- 
tion. The  entries  are  kept  clear  of  all  obstructions,  no  gob  or  any 
accumulation  being  allowed  along  any  of  the  headings.  The  mine 
is  well  looked  after  in  every  particular.  The  ventilation  and 
drainage  of  the  mine  are  good.  The  mine  is  very  dry.  The  seam 
rises  very  rapidly  in  the  direction  in  which  the  headings  arc 
driven,  making  the  grade  favorable  forjthe  loaded  cars.     The  roof 
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is  taken  down  on    the  entries,     The  miners   push  the  mine  cars  in 

and  out  of  their  rooms. 

An  inside  gravity  plane,  8,900  feet  long,  is  used  in  handling  the 
mine  cars.  A  short  tram  road  is  used  on  the  outside  which  leads 
to  the  head  of  a  long  gravity  incline  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  the 
loaded  tipple.     The  ventilation  is  produced  by  means  of  a  furnace. 

George  H.  Holland,  Supt.     Richard  Seymore,  Mine  Boss. 

Bollinger  mine  No.  J,  operated  by  the  above  company,  is  a 
drift  mine  located  3^  miles  up  Keeney's  Creek  from  the  main  line 
of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R. 

On  July  22nd.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  mine 
is  extensively  developed.  The  Sewell  seam  at  this  place  runs 
from  3  ft.  to  4  ft.  in  height  and  has  a  bad  roof.  The  solid  roof 
often  disappears  in  this  mine  permitting  the  soil  to  come  almost 
onto  the  coal.  This  soil  is  very  heavy  and  has  been  the  source  of 
a  great  deal  of  annoyance.  As  the  workings  advance  towards  the 
main  mountain,  the  roof  grows  better  and  it  is  supposed  when  the 
workings  have  gotten  under  a  heavy  covering  that  the  roof  will 
be  very  much  better.  The  roads  are  hard  to  keep  in  good  order 
as  they  are  very  wet  and  muddy.  It  is  the  intention  to  make  a 
gravity  incline  along  the  main  entry  of  this  mine. 

This  plant  has  an  excellent  tipple  which  has  over  300  tons  stor- 
age capacity  for  run-of-mine  coal. 

George  H.  Holland,  Supt.     Mike  Schwilling,  Mine  Boss. 

The  following  operations  in  this  county  were  visited  in  the 
months  of  June  and  July  and  found  not  to  be  in  operation.  Owino- 
to  this  fact  an  inspection  was  not  made  of  them. 

Boomer  Mine.  Stone  Cliff  Mine. 

Harewood  Mine.  Beechwood  &  Keystone  Mine. 

Edgewater  Mine.  Alaska  Mine. 

GaymontMine.  Slater  Mine. 

Nuttallburg  Mine.  Quinnimont  Mine. 

Keeneys  Creek  Mine.  Greenwood  Mine. 

Browns  Mine.  Robins  Mine. 

Sewell  Mine.  Laurel  Creek  Mine. 

Cunard  Mine.  Boone  Mine. 

Brooklyn  Mine.  Smokeless  Mine. 

Fire  Creek  Mine.  Dubrae  Mine. 

Central  Mine.  •  Blume  Mine. 

Caperton  Mine. 
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RALEIGH  COUNTY 


There  is  but  one  coal  company  operating  in  this  county,  that 
being  the  Royal  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  whose  mine  is  located  on 
the  south  side  of  New  River  at  the  east  end  of  Stretchersneck  Tun- 
nel]. This  mine  was  not  inspected  during  the  months  of  May, 
June  and  July. 

General  Summary  of  the  Third  Mining  District. 


No.  of  Visits   and   In- 
spections  Made   from 
May  18  to  July  81.  -97. 

For  Year    Ending 
June  30th,  1897. 

Name  of  Counties. 

CD 
O 

6 

Total  No.  of  M( 
ployed. 

Production     of 
Coal.     (Tons  of 
2,240  lbs.) 

Production     of 
Coke   (Tons  of 
2,000  lbs.) 

Kanawha  .  .  . 

18 
56 

1,874 
R  199 

6 

86 

487,984 

2,993,061 

63,701 

20,182 

829,089 

18,454 

Fayette 

Raleigh 

1    'l36 

Totals 

75J7, 702 

42 

3,494,746 

867,675 
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FOURTH  DISTRICT, 


Wm,  J.  Preece,  Inspectt 
Coaldale,  W.  Va. 


Inspection  of  the  mines  in  the  counties  of  Mingo,  McDowell 
and  Mercer. 

MINGO  COUNTY. 

Pearl  Coal  Co. 

Pearl  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Dingess,  is 
located  on  the  Jine  of  the  N.  &  \\ .  R.  R.,  near  Dingess. 

On  May  18th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  total 
number  of  men  employed  in  and  about  this  mine  is  32.  The  mine 
is  ventilated  by  means  of  a  furnace  which  produces  a  very  fair 
current  of  air  throughout  the  mine. 

Lard  and  kerosene  oils  are  used  for  illuminating  purposes.  The 
sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is  fair.  The  map  of  the  mine  is  up 
to  date.  At  this  mine  there  is  being  installed  an  electrical  plant 
and  tail  rope  haulage  system. 

It  was  expected  that  inside  of  two  weeks  after  the  above  inspec- 
tion this  plant  would  be  in  operation.  The  coal  which  is  worked 
at  this  plant  is  considered  a  gas  coal  for  the  reason  that  a  great 
amount  if  it  is  used  for  gas  generation,  although  it  makes  a  good 
coal  for  steam  purposes.  The  coal  is  nearly  5  ft.  in  thickness, 
with  two  bone  partings.  Some  trouble  is  experinced  in  the  dip 
workings  of  this  mine  with  water  which  is  removed  by  means  of 
pumps.  The  mine  at  the  date  of  inspection  was  working  about 
one  half  time. 

C.  P.  McCafferty,  Supt.      David  Swartz,  Mine  Boss. 


Camp  Branch  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

<'<nn]>  Brand)  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Din- 
gess, is  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  X.  &  W.  R.  R.,  at  Dingess. 
On  May  20th.  the    above  mine    was    inspected.      This    is    a  new- 
mine  and  is  not  very    extensively    developed,  there  being  only    U> 
:|  men    employed  in  connection    with  the  mine.     The  mine  is  venti- 
jji  lated  by  means  of  a  furnace  which  gives  very  good  results.     Kero- 
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sene  and  lard  oils  are  used  in  the  miners'  lamps.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  the  mine  was  found  to  be  very  good,  and  the  map  of 
the  mine  is  extended  up  to  date. 

The  seam  of  coal  worked  at  this  mine  is  the  same  as  is  operated 
by  the  Pearl  Coal  Co. 

M.  E.  Thomas,  Supt.     W.  Thomas,  Mine  Boss. 

Freeport  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

Freeport  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Dingess, 
is  located  on  Twelve  Pole  Creek  on  a  spur  track  from  the  N.  A  W. 
R.  R, 

On  May  21st.  this  mine  ^as  inspected.  The  ventitlation  is  pro- 
duced by  means  of  a  furnace  which  was  not  in  use  on  the  day  of 
inspection  owing  to  the  mine  being  idle.  This  is  a  new  mine  and 
is  operating  the  Freeport  coal. 

Matthew  Wilson,  Supt.     James  Turner,  Mine  Boss. 

Neil  &  Finn. 

Neil  <!•  Ft  mi  nunc,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Din- 
gess,  is  located  on  the  line  of  the  N.  &  W.  R.  R. 

On  May  21st.  the  above  mine  was  visited  and  found  not  to  be  in 
operation.  This  is  a  new  mine  which  is  operating  in  the  Freeport 
seam.  Very  little  has  been  done  towards  developing  this  mine. 
There  are  a  great  many  hardships  to  overcome  in  the  development 
of  this  coal  at  this  particular  place. 

William  Neil,  Supt. 

Mingo  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Mingo  mine,  operated  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Shanklin,  Receiver  for  the 
above,  P.  O.  Matewan,  is  located  on  the  N.  &  W.  R.  R.  near 
Matewan. 

On  May  22nd.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  There  are 
employed,  in  and  about  the  mine,  13  men.  The  ventilation  of  the 
mine  was  insufficient,  owing  to  the  furnace  being  too  small.  The 
sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is  only  fair.  The  map  of  the  mine 
has  been  extended  up  to  the  date  of  this  inspection.  At  the  time 
of  this  inspection  the  mine  was  working  about  one-fourth  time. 

J.  R.  Shanklin,  Supt.     W.  D.  Ratliff,  Mine  Boss. 
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Lynn  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
Lynn  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0,  Sheppard  is 

located  on   the  line  of   the  N.  &  \Y.  R.  R.  between    Matewan  and 
Thacker. 

On  May  '24th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  There  are 
thirty  men  employed  in  and  about  this  mine.  The  ventilation  of 
this  mine  is  produced  by  means  of  a  furnace  which  gives  good  re- 
sults. Lard  oil  is  used  fqr  illuminating  purposes  in  the  miners' 
lamps.  The  mine  cars  are  hauled  in  and  out  of  the  mine  by 
mules.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  throughout  was  found 
to  be  good.  The  map  of  the  mine  could  not  be  consulted  since, 
at  the  date  of  this  inspection,  it  was  found  to  be  at  the  engineer's 
office  at  Dunlow.  This  colliery  is  operating  the  Thacker  seam  at 
a  point  500  ft.  above  the  railroad,  and  is  reached  by  an  incline  1,- 
120  feet  long  and  a  tram  road  on  the  mountain  side  540  feet  long. 
The  coal  is  of  the  splint  quality  with  a  gas  coal  on  the  bottom  and 
on  top.  The  coal  is  especially  adapted  for  steam  generation.  The 
N.  &  W.  railroad  uses  this  coal  exclusively  for  locomotive  fuel  on 
the  Kenova  division. 

Arthur  Moore,  Supt.     Q.  W.  Coffy,  Mine  Boss. 

Maritime  Coal  Co. 

Mar /time  mine,  operated  by  Charles  O.  Thompson,  Receiver  for 
the  above  company,  P.  0.  Thacker,  is  located  on  the  line  of  the  N. 
&  W.  R.  R.,  at  Thacker. 

On  May  24th.  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  ventilation  of  the 
mine  is  produced  by  means  of  a  furnace  which  gives  very  good  re- 
sults, the  air  throughout  the  mine  being  found  very  good. 

Three  electrical  mine  machines  of  the  Jeffrey  type  are  used  for 
undercutting  the  coal  in  this  mine.  Machine  runners  are  paid 
from  $2.00  to  $2.25  per  day  for  operating  the  electrical  cutters. 
A  seven  ton  electrical  locomotive  is  used  for  hauling  the  cars  in 
and  out  of  this  mine.  Lard  oil  and  kerosene  are  used  for  illumi- 
nating purposes.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  was  found 
to  be  very  good.  The  Thacker  seam  of  coal  is  mined  at  this  place 
and  is  580  feet  above  the  railroad.  The  mine  is  reached  by  an  in- 
clined plane  1,300  feet  long  and  a  tram  road  at  the  top  of  the  in- 
cline 8,000  feet  long. 

Some  time  during  January,  L897,  the  mine  had  a  squeeze  on  the 
main  entry  which  closed  it  completely.  This  necessitated  making 
a  new  opening.     The  pillars  in  the  mine  are   very  irregular.   This 
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is  due  to  the  neglect  in  placing  centers  for  the  driving  of  the 
rooms  properly.  The  new  opening-  is  being  driven  with  more  sys- 
tem, and  when  the  old  pillars  are  removed,  the  mine  will  be  in  a 
very  good  shape  throughout. 

The  capacity  of  the  mine  is  about  500  tons  of  lump  coal  per  day. 
The  analysis  of  this  coal  is  as  follows: 

Water 1.154 

Volatile  matter 35.616 

Fixed  carbon 59.4-sl 

Sulphur 991 

Ash 2.755 

Total 100. 

Charles  0.  Thompson.  Receiver   and  Supt.     John  Moody.  Mine 
Boss. 


Thacker  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Thacker  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Thacker, 
is  located  on  the  N.  &  W.  R.  R.  at  Thacker. 

On  May  25th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  venti- 
lation is  produced  by  means  of  a  furnace  which  gives  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  air  throughout  the  mine.  Ninety  men  are  employed 
in  the  operation  of  this  mine,  and  thirteen  mules  are  used  for 
hauling  the  mine  ears.  The  mine  ears  hold  two  tons  of  coal  and 
the  miners  arc  paid  by  the  car. 

Kerosene  oil  and  lard  oil  are  used  in  the  miners'  lamps.  The 
sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  was  found  to  be  fair. 

Arthur  Moore.  Supt.      V.  M.  Booth.  Mine  Boss. 

Grapevine  Coal  Co. 

Grap<  vine  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company.  P.  O.  De- 
lorme,  is  located  on  the  line  of  the  N.  &  W.  R.  R.  east  of  Thacker. 

On  May  26th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  This  mine 
employs  25  miners  and  4-  laborers.  The  ventilation  of  the  mine 
at  the  time  of  the  inspection  was  produced  by  natural  causes  with 
good  results.  There  was  under  construction  a  furnace.  Mules 
are  used  for  hauling  the  coal  out  of  the  mine.  The  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  mine  was  found  to  be  good.  The  map  of  the  mine 
has  been  extended  up  to  a  very  recent  date.  The  miners  are  paid 
5oc  for  room  coal,  and  (>5c  for  entry  coal  per  car  of  two  tons  ca- 
pacity. 
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The  Thacker  seam  at  this  mine  shows  better  than  at  any  other 
mine  which  operates  this  seam.  The  full  thickness  of  this  coal 
ranges  from  8  ft.  to  10  ft.  with  two,  and  sometimes  three,  slate 
partings  in  it.  In  all  other  mines  the  bottom  coal  is  not  worked, 
but  at  this  mine  all  of  the  coal  is  taken  out  and  shipped.  At  some 
places  in  this  mine,  the  total  height  of  the  coal  reaches  12  ft.  The 
coal  in  this  mine  is  680  ft.  above  the  railroad,  and  the  mine  is 
reached  by  an  incline  1,200  ft.  long.  This  Thacker  seam  has  the 
following  elevations  above  the  sea  level. 

At  Knox  Creek,  1.550  ft. 

At  Grapevine  Mine.   1,400  ft. 

At  Thacker  Mine.   1,320  ft,. 

At  Lynn  Mine   1, 200  ft. 

At  Logan  Mine.  1,080  ft. 

This  coal  on  going  west  is  supposed  to  split  up  considerably, 
since  it  has  not  been  definitely  located,  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
tainty, west  of  the  Logan  Consolidated  mine. 

John  Woolcock,  Supt.     Mike  Mokin,  Mine  Boss. 

Logan  Consolidated  Coal  Co. 

Logan  Consolidated  mine.  No  report  has  been  furnished  for 
any  inspection  made  of  this  mine  during  the  months  of  May,  June 
and  July. 

Mcdowell  county. 

Tidewater  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Tidewater  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Tide- 
water, is  located  on  the  line  of  the  N.  &  W.  R.  R.  at  Tidewater. 

On  June  3rd.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  venti- 
lation of  this  mine  is  produced  by  means  of  a  15  foot  fan  which 
was  producing  8,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  at  the  outlet. 
There  are  64  men  employed  on  the  inside  of  the  mine.  The  air 
could  not  be  measured  on  the  inside  of  the  mine  for  the  reason 
that  some  of  the  main  doors  were  down  on  the  intake  undergoing 
some  changes  and  repairs. 

This  is  the  most  westerly  mine  operating  the  No.  3  or  Poca- 
hontas coal.  The  mine  is  entered  by  a  slope  280  feet  long.  Some 
fire  damp  has  been  encountered  in  the  workings  of  this  mine,  but 
not  to  any  alarming  extent.  The  coal  in  this  mine  measures  5 
ft.  9  in.  in  thickness.  This  mine  will  be  watched  closely  in  order 
to  note  the  quantity  of  fire  damp  which  will  likely  be  encountered 
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as  the   workings  advance.     The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  h 
good  throughout  and  the  map  is  extended  up  to  a  recent  date. 
James  Johnson.  Supt.     T.  L.  Booth.  Mine  Boss. 


Bottom  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Bottom  Creek  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O. 
Tidt  water,  is  located  on  the  line  of  the  X.  &  W.  R.,  being  the 
first  mine  east  of  Tidewater. 

On  June  4th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  There  were 
(38  men  employed  on  the  inside  of  this  mine,  and  nine  males  were 
vised  for  hauling  the  coal.  The  mine  is  ventilated  by  means  of  a 
15  foot  fan  which  was  not  being  run  on  the  day  of  the  inspection, 
owing  to  the  mine  .being  idle  on  that  day.  Lard  oil  is  used  in 
the  miners'  lamps  in  this  mine.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the 
mine  is  good  throughout  and  the  map  of  the  mine  has  been  ex- 
tended up  to  a  recent  date. 

William  Spencer.  General  Manager  and  Supt,  Ben  Williams, 
Mine  Boss. 

Peerless  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Peerless  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Vivian,  is 
located  on  the  line  of  the  N.  &  W.  R.  R.  at  Vivian. 

On  June  5th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  men  are  employed  on  the  inside  of 
this  mine;  and  seven  mules,  and  two  compressed  air  locomotives 
of  five  tons  each,  are  used  for  hauling  the  coal  cars  in  this  mine. 
The  ventilation  of  this  mine  s  produced  by  means  of  a  12  foot  fan 
which  gives  at  the  outlet  25,400  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute,  and 
22, SCO  cubic  feet  per  minute  at  the  intake.  The  cause  of  the  out- 
let volume  being  in  excess  of  the  intake  volume  is  due  to  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  air,  and  to  the  fact  that  air  is  admitted  in  several 
breaks  in  the  ground  over  some  parts  of  the  mine  which  have  been 
wTorked  out.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is  good  through- 
out. The  map  of  this  mine  is  extended  semi-annually  and  is  ex- 
tended to  a  recent  date. 

H.  B.  Wright.  Supt.     Matthew  Hall,  Mine  Boss. 

Empire  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Empire  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Landgraff, 

is  located  on    the  main    line  of   the  N.  &  W.,  three    miles    east  of 
Vivian 
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On  June  7th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine,  and  the  same 
was  found  to  be  in  a  good  condition  throughout.  There  are  65 
miners  employed  in  this  mine.  A  Baldwin  steam  locomotive. 
weighing  twelve  tons,  is  used  for  haulage  purposes  in  this  mine. 
The  ventilation  of  the  mine  is  produced  by  a  16  foot  fan,  which 
was  causing  '22,500  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  to  pass  through 
the  intake.  The  roof  of  this  mine  is  a  source  of  a  great  deal  of 
annoyance,  since  it  comes  down  easily  owing  to  a  small  rider  of 
coal  above  the  main  seam  of  coal. 

W.  S.  Ord,  Supt.     J.  M.  Shank.  Mine  I  Joss. 


Shawnee  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Shawnee  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Eclcman, 
is  located  east  of  the  Peerless  and  Eureka  collieries  on  the  main 
line  of  the  N,  &  W. 

On  June  10th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  Eighty-four 
men  are  employed  on  the  inside  of  this  mine.  The  ventilation  of 
the  mine  is  produced  by  a  10  foot  fan,  which  was  causing  20,800 
cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  to  pass  the  intake.  Lard  oil  is  used 
in  the  miners'  lamps  in  this  mine.  One  of  H.  K.  Porter's  steam 
locomotives,  of  fourteen  tons  weight,  is  used  for  hauling  in  this 
mine  and  from  the  drift  mouth  to  the  incline,  half  a  mile  distant. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is  good.  The  map  of  this  mine 
has  been  extended  up  to  recent  date. 

P.  P.  Flannigan,  Supt.      Patrick  Hayes,  Mine  Boss. 


Eureka  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Eureka  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  ().  Echnan,  is 
located  about  half  a  mile  from  the  main  line  of  the  N.  &  \V.  K.  R. 
on  a  spur  track  which  follows  a  tributary  of  Elkhorn  Creek. 

On  June  9th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  There  are 
employed  in  this  mine  seventy  miners  and  seventeen  laborers. 
Eight  mules  and  one  Porter's  steam  locomotive  are  used  for  haul- 
ing coal.  The  locomotive  weighs  eleven  tons.  The  mine  is  ven- 
tilated by  a  16  foot  fan.  which  causes  36,960  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
minute  to  pass  into  the  mine.  The  miners  use  lard  oil  in  their 
lamps.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is  very  good.  The 
condition  of  this  mine  throughout  has  been  very  much  improved 
during  the  past  year. 

L.  E.  Tierney,  Supt.     W.  II.  Deyeney,  .Mine  Boss. 
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Pulaski  Iron  Co. 

Pal  ask/  mine,  is  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  N.  &  \V.  R.  R. 
at  Eckman  Station,  P.  0.  Eckman. 

On  June  8th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  One  hun- 
dred men  are  employed  in  this  mint',  seventy  of  which  are  miners. 
The  ventilation  of  the  mine  is  produced  by  a  15  foot  fan,  which 
generates  45,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  at  the  intake.  At 
the  face  of  the  main  heading-  26,000  cubic  feet  of  air  were  found 
to  be  passing.  One  twelve  ton  electrical  locomotive  is  used  for 
haulage  in  this  mine. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is  good  and  the  map  is  up  to 
a  recent  date.  The  coal  in  this  mine  is  undercut  by  electrical 
mine  machines  of  the  chain-cutter  type.  Fully  90%  of  the  coal 
mined  in  this  mine  is  machine  coal.  There  are  five  Jeffrey  ma- 
chines, three  of  which  are  6  feet  long,  and  two  7  feet  long.  Two 
electrical  drills  are  used  for  boring  the  holes  for  the  powder. 

The  main  headings  of  the  mine  are  lighted  by  incandescent 
electric  lights,  there  beiing  52  of  these  lights  placed  at  various 
points  along  the  main  haulage  ways. 

A  machine  shop,  18  feet  by  15  feet,  is  located  oh  the  inside  of 
the  mine.  The  sides  of  this  underground  shop  are  white-washed, 
and  it  is  lighted  by  electric  lights.  This  mine  is  well  equipped 
outside.  The  tipple  can  furnish  any  grade  of  coal.  The  tipple  is 
supplied  with  coal  and  coke  crushers  and  conveyors.  The  most  of 
the  coal  from  this  mine  is  converted  into  coke  on  the  plant.  This 
coke  is  consumed  at  the  Pulaski  Iron  Company's  furnaces  at  Pu- 
laski, Virginia.  This  is  one  of  the  most  complete  electrical  mines 
operated  in  McDowell  county. 

S.  F.  Morris.  Supt.     George  Dawson,  Mine  Boss. 


Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Keystone  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Keystone, 
is  situated  at  Keystone  on  the  main  line  of  the  N.  &  W.  R.  R. 

On  June  11th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  venti- 
lation of  this  mine  is  produced  by  a  furnace  which  had  no  fire  in 
it  on  the  date  of  the  inspection,  owing  to  the  mine  being  idle  on 
that  day.  This  mine  employs  about  eighty  miners  and  eleven 
mules  and  one  steam  locomotive  of  twelve  tons.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  the  mine  was  only  medium.  It  is  the  intention  to 
abandon  the  furnace  at  this  mine  and  put  up  a  fan  in  the  near 
future. 
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The  roof  in  this  mine  is  the  source  of  a  great  deal  of  annoyance 
since  the  draw  slate  is  very  heavy  and  comes  down  easily.  The 
map  of  this  mine  is  extended  to  a  recent  dale. 

J.  K.  F.  Steele,  Supt.     John  Murray,  Mine  Boss. 

Mines  on  the  North  Fork  of  Elkiiorn. 

Ashland  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Ashland  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  ().  Ashland, 
is  located  at  the  terminus  of  the  North  Fork  branch  of  the  N.  & 
W.  K.  K, 

On  June  14th.  the  above  mine  was  inspected.  Fifty-five  men 
are  employed  on  the  inside  of  this  mine.  The  ventilation  of  this 
mine  is  produced  by  a  fan,  which  gives  44,  ( 180  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
minute  at  the  intake.  The  general  conditions  of  this  mine 
throughout  are  first  class.  The  map  of  the  mine  is  extended  to  a 
recent  date. 

Gottleib  Mayer,  Supt.     Thomas  Daugherty,  Mine  Boss. 


McDowell  Coal  &  Coke  Go. 

McDowell  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Mc- 
Dowell, is  located  on  the  ridge  dividing  the  two  forks  of  the  North 
Fork. 

On  June  15th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  venti- 
lation is  produced  by  a  10  foot  fan,  which  gives  35,700  cubic  feet 
of  air  per  minute  at  the  intake.  Seventy-seven  men  are  employed 
on  the  inside  of  the  mine.  Five  mules  and  one  ten-ton  steam  lo- 
comotive are  used  for  hauling  the  mine  cars.  The  drainage  of 
the  mine  is  very  satisfactory.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine 
is  very  good. 

Thomas  Cooper.  Supt.     Tom  Denning,  Mine  Bo.ss. 

Greenbrier  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Greenbrier  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Mc- 
Dovjell,  is  located  at  the  terminus  of  the  Greenbrier  branch  of  the 
North  Fork  R.  R. 

On  June  10th.  this  mine  was  inspected.  One  lo  foot  Thayer  fan 
is  used  for  ventilating  the  mine  and  produces  36,200  cubic  feet  of 
air.  Sixty-four  men  are  employed  on  the  inside  of  the  mine. 
The  drainage  and  sanitary  condition  of   the  mine  are  exceptional- 
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lv  good.     No    incline    is    used   at   this  mine,  the   cars  being    run 
through  to  the  tipple. 

Jarius  Collins,  Supt.     Alex.  Flanner,  Mine  Boss. 


Arlington  Coal  AT  Coke  Co. 

Arlington  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Mc- 
Dowell, is  located  on  the  same  branch  as  the  previous  mine. 

On  July  17th.  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  ventilation  is  pro- 
duced by  a  16  foot  tan.  which  gives  20,840  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
minute  at  the  intake.  Eight  mules  are  used  for  hauling  the  coal. 
The  ventilation  and  drainage  of  the  mine  are  very  good  through- 
out the  entire  workings,  but  the  sanitary  condition  is  only  far. 
The  roof  of  this  coal  is  very  good  and  few  falls  of  any  magnitude 
occur  in  the  mine. 

James  Johnson.  Supt.      Robert  Belshaw,  Mne  Boss. 

Indian  Ridge  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Indian  Ridge  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company.  P.  O. 
Worth,  is  located  on  a  spur  track  leading  out  from  the  North  Fork 
branch  at  the  Roanoke  Coal  &  Coke  Company's  commissary. 

On  June  19th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  The  venti- 
lation of  this  mine  is  produced  by  a  furnace  which  generates  20,- 
400  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  at  the  main  intake.  Seventy-five 
men  are  employed  on  the  inside  of  this  mine. 

Nine  mules  are  used  for  hauling  the  coal  in  this  mine.  The 
roof  of  this  mine  is  principally  a  blue  slate  which  remains  intact 
upon  long  exposure.  Little  annoyance  is  caused  by  water  from 
surface  breaks.     The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is  very  good. 

C.  Botsford,  Supt.     J.  C.  Cole.  Mine  Boss. 

Roanoke  ( !oal  A:  Coke  Co. 

Roanohe.mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  -Wnrt/i.  is 
located  on  the  North  Fork  Branch  at  the  junction  of  the  spur  track 
which  leads  to  the  Indian  Ridge  Colliery. 

On  June  18th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  Sixty  men 
are  employed  inside  this  mine  and  six  mules  are  used  for  hauling 
the  coal.  The  ventilation  of  the  mine  is  produced  by  a  furnace 
which  does  not  give  a  sufficient  volume  of  air  for  the  men  work- 
ing underground.  This  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the   management  with  the   recommendation   that   the   ventilating 
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appliances  ho  improved.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is 
anything  but  fair.  The  map  of  this  mine  has  been  extended  up  to 
a  recent  date.  A  communication  was  sent  to  the  management  of 
this  mine  requesting  the  unfavorable  conditions  noted  above  to  be 
remedied  so  as  to  comply  with  the  law. 
A.  D.  Rue,  Supt.     B.  F.  Tipton,  Mine  Boss. 


Rolfe  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Rolfe  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.O.    Worth,  is 

located  on  the  North  Fork  Branch,  and  is  below  the  Roanoke 
lease. 

On  June  21st.  this  mine  was  visited  and  an  inspection  made  of 
the  underground  workings.  The  ventilation  of  this  mine  is  pro- 
duced by  means  of  a  furnace  which  generates  9,600  cubic  feet  of 
air  per  minute  at  the  main  intake.  The  ventilation  is  not  thor- 
oughly satisfactory  since  the  air  is  not  carried  up  to  the  working- 
faces.  This  is  due,  in  a  measure,  to  a  lack  of  tiring  the  furnace 
properly. 

A  letter  of  instruction  was  mailed  the  management  of  this  com- 
pany requesting  that  the  matter  of  ventilation  be  given  more  at- 
tention. Assurance  was  given  that  in  the  near  future  a  fan 
would  be  placed  at  this  mine.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine 
is  only  medium.  There  are  no  mechanical  appliances  for  hauling 
in  this  mine.  The  map  of  this  mine  has  been  extended  up  to  a 
recent  date. 

George  H.  Paddock,  Supt.     P>an  Davis,  Mine  Boss. 

Gilliam  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Gilliam  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0.  Gilliam, 
is  located  immediately  below  the  Rolfe  lease. 

On  June  22nd.  this  mine  was  inspected.  The  mine  is  ventilated 
by  :t  L6  foot  fan,  which  produces  40,000  cubic  feet  of  air  ,-it  the 
main  intake.  In  the  advanced  workings  of  this  mine  the  roof  is 
much  better  than  near  the  line  of  the  outcrop.  One  ten-Ion  steam 
locomotive  is  used  for  haulage.  The  santiary  condition  of  the 
mine  is  good  and  the  mine  is  well  drained.  Il  was  not  found 
necessary  to  suggest  any  important  changes  in  the  management  of 
this  mine. 

James  Johnson, .Supt.     Joseph  Cooper,  Mine  boss. 
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Algoma  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Algoma  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Algoma, 
is  the  nearest  mine  to  the  North  Fork  Junction  on  the  North  Fork 
Branch. 

On  June  23rd.  the  above  mine  was  inspected.  There  are  two 
openings  to  this  mine,  each  of  which  is  ventilated  by  a  1(5  foot  fan. 
The  combined  efforts  of  the  fans  were  causing  43,200  cubic  feet  of 
air  per  minute  to  circulate  through  the  mine.  This  is  the  only 
mine  on  this  branch  where  it  was  noted  that  the  miners  used  a 
mixed  oil  in  their  lamps.  One  hundred  and  ninety-two  men  are 
employed  in  these  underground  workings. 

One  nine-ton  steam  locomotive  is  used  for  haulage  at  this  plant. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  was  found  to  be  good. 

W.  H.  Thomas,  Supt.     W.  J.  Prichard,  Mine  Boss. 

Main  Line  of  the  N.  &  W.  R.  R. 

Lynchburg  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Lynchburg  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company.  P.  O.  Kyle, 
is  the  second  mine  east  of  North  Fork  Junction  on  the  main  line 
of  the  N.  &  W.  R.  R. 

On  July  6th.  this  mine  was  inspected.  One  hunderd  and  eight 
men  are  employed  on  the  inside  of  the  mine.  The  ventilation  of 
the  mine  is  produced  by  a  14  foot  fan.  which  was  not  running  on 
the  day  of  the  inspection,  owing  to  the  mine  being  idle.  The 
miners  us<j  a  mixed  oil  in  their  lamps.  One  nine-ton  steam  loco- 
motive is  used  for  hauling  the  coal  out  of  the  mine  to  the  head  of 
the  incline.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  was  found  to  be 
fair.  Some  water  is  encountered  in  this  mine,  but  it  is  easily  re- 
moved by  ditches  and  by  means  of  a  steam  siphon. 

L.  E.  Tierney  Supt.     William  Hetterman,  Mine  Boss. 

Powhatan  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Powhatan  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company.  P.  O.  Pow- 
hatan, is  located  on  the  north  side  of  the  main  line  of  the  X.  &  \Y. 
R.  R.,  at  Powhatan. 

On  July  7th.  this  mine  was  inspected.  One  hundred  and 
twelve  men  are  employed  on  the  inside  of  this  mine.  A  L6  foot  fan 
is  used  for  ventilating  the  mine  and  was  causing  60,000  cubic  feet 
of  air  per  minute  to  pass  into  the  mine.  One  steam  locomotive, 
weighing  twelve  tons,  is  used  for  hauling  the  mine  cars.  The  san- 
itary  conidtion  of   the  mine  is  fair  and    the  map  of   the  mine  has 


Inspector  of  Mines.  201 

been  extended  to  a  recent  date.  The  headings  of  this  mine  are 
driven  to   the  dip  and   accumulate  a   great  deal  of  water,  which  is 

the  source  of  a  great  deal  of  annoyance.  A  heading,  which  will 
drain  the  lower  portions  of  this  mine,  is  being  driven  to  the 
outside. 

L.  E.  Tierney,  Supt.     James  Hetterman,  Mine  Boss. 


Upland  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Upland  m'me,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Elkhorn, 
Elkhorn,  is  located  on  the  south  side  of  the  main  line  of  the  N.  & 
W.  R,  R.,  about  three  miles  east  of  North  Fork  Junction. 

On  July  8th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  Fifty-six 
men  are  employed  in  this  mine,  which  is  ventilated  by  a  20  foot 
fan,  which  revolves  twenty-five  times  per  minute  and  generates 
18,200  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  at  the  main  intake.  One 
eleven-ton  steam  locomotie  is  used  for  hauling  the  mine  cars. 
The  condition  of  the  mine  throughout  was  found  to  be  very  good 
in  regard  to  drainage,  ventilation  and  sanitation.  Electrical  mine 
machines  are  successfully  operated  in  this  mine. 

Rolfe  Gerhardt,  Supt,     J.  K.  Flanner,  Mine  Boss. 


Houston  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Houston  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  0. Elkhorn 
is  located  on  the  north  side  of  the  main  line  of  the  N.  &  W.  R.  R. 
and  operates  a  lease  adjoining  the  Powhatan  on  the  west,  and  Tur- 
key Gap  on  the  east. 

On  July  9th.  this  mine  was  inspected.  Ninety-eight  men  are  em- 
ployed on  the  inside  of  this  mine.  A  16  foot  fan.  making  sixty 
revolutions  per  minute,  successfully  ventilates  this  mine.  Two 
steam  locomotives  are  used  for  hauling  the  mine  cars.  The  ven- 
tilation, roads,  drainage  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  were 
found  to  be  first  class.  A  very  complete  electrical  plant,  with  ma- 
chines and  pumps,  is  in  use  at  this  mine.  This  mine  is  modern  and 
up-to-date  in  every  particular. 

E.  T.  Houston,  Superintendent.     Benjamin    Lewis,  Mine  Boss. 


Crozier  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Crosier  mines  Nbs.  land  2,  operated  by  the   above  company,  P. 
O.  Elkhorn,  are    located  on  the  south  side  of   the  main  line  of  the 
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N.  <&  W.R.  R.,  at    Elkhorn,  and   are   separated    by  a  distance   of 

about  2,000  feet. 

On  July  12th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  these  mines.  This  is 
the  largest  single  plant  in  the  Elkhorn  district. 

No.  1  mine  has  a  direct  connection  with  the  tipple.  No.  2  mine 
is  connected  with  the  tipple  by  means  of  a  tramway  about  2,000 
feet  long.  There  are  67  men  employed  on  the  inside  of  the  No.  1 
mine,  and  136  men  employed  on  the  inside  of  No.  2  mine.  No.  1 
mine  is  ventilated  by  means  of  a  1-1-  foot  fan  which  makes  45  revo- 
lutions per  minute  and  causes  44,550  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute 
to  pass  through  the  main  return  airway.  One  steam  locomotive. 
weighing  eight  tons,  is  used  for  hauling  the  mine  cars  in  and  out 
of  this  mine.  The  roof,  roads,  ventilation  and  drainage  of  this 
mine  are  all  very  good.  The  water  is  pumped  out  of  this  mine  by 
means  of  a  pump  driven  by  an  electrical  motor. 

No.  2  mine  is  ventilated  by  means  of  a  25  foot  fan,  which  makes 
thirty  revolutions  per  minute  and  generates  40,  s00  cubic  feet  of 
air  per  minute.  Two  electrical  motors  are  used  for  hauling  the 
mine  cars  in  and  out  of  this  mine.  The  smaller  locomotive 
weighs  10^  tons  and  can  haul  a  trip  of  twenty-five  cars,  each  hold- 
ing two  tons.  The  second  locomotive  is  of  the  Baldwin- Westing- 
house  type  and  weighs  22  tons.  At  the  time  of  the  installation  of 
this  electrical  locomotive,  it  was  the  largest  mine  electrical  loco- 
motive in  use  in  the  world.  This  locomotive  is  capable  of  haul- 
ing 56  cars,  each  holding  two  tons  of  coal,  up  a  2%  grade.  The 
power  plant  furnishes  sufficient  power  for  all  of  the  electrical  ma- 
chinery to  be  operated  at  the  same  time. 

Samuel  Evans,  Supt.  Samuel  S.  Cooper,  Mr.  Frankenfield, 
Mine  Bosses. 


Turkey  Gap  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Turkey  Gap  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O. 
Ennis,  is  located  on  the  north  side  of  the  main  line  of  the  N.  & 
W.  R.  R.  at  Ennis. 

Oh  July  loth,  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  men  were  employed  on  the  inside  of  this  mine. 
The  ventilation  of  the  mine  is  produced  by  a  16  foot  fan.  which 
gives  very  good  results.  Two  eight-ton  steam  locomotives  are 
used  for  hauling  coal  from  the  inside  of  the  mine  to  the  tipple, 
which  is  a  short  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  mine.  The  mine 
was  found   to   be    in   a  first   class  condition    in  every  particular. 
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There  is  a  very  elaborate   tipple  al    this  plant,  which    is  equipped 
with  crushers,  revolving  screens  and  bins. 

W.  M.  McQuail,  Supt.     James  Hopkins,  Mine  Boss. 


Lick  Branch  Coal  A:  Coke  Co. 

Lick  Branch  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O. 
Mayheury,  is  the  first  colliery  on  the  south  side  of  the  main  line 
of  the  N.  &  W.  R.  H.,  east  of  Turkey  Gap  mine. 

On  July  14th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  Forty- 
three  men  were  employed  in  this  mine.  The  ventilation  is  pro- 
duced by  a  20  foot  fan,  which  revolves  30  times  per  minute,  and 
furnishes  a  sufficient  volume  of  air  for  the  men  employed  in  the 
mine.  One  steam  locomotive,  weighing  12^  tons,  is  used  for  haul- 
ing the  coal  form  the  inside  of  the  mine  to  the  tipple,  which  is 
about  1,800  feet  from  the  drift  mouth.  At  the  date  of  this  inspec- 
tion all  of  the  work  being  done  in  the  mine  was  pillar  robbing. 
The  men  were  paid  by  contract  for  removing  the  coal.  The  map 
of  the  mine  has  been  extended  up  to  date. 

E.  J.  Hutchinson,  Supt.     William  Moore,  Mine  Boss. 

Shamokin  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Shamokin  mine,  operated  by.  the  above  company,  P.  O.  May- 
heury, is  located  at  Maybeury  Station,  on  a  spur  track  which  leads 
to  the  Angle,  North  Fork  and  Elkhorn  Collieries. 

On  J  uly  27th.  this  mine  was  inspected.  One  hundred  and  nineteen 
men  are  employed  on  the  inside  of  the  mine.  The  mine  is  venti- 
lated by  a  14  foot  fan.  The  air  was  not  'measured  throughout  the 
mine,  since  a  large  number  of  the  miners  were  not  at  work  on  the 
day  of  inspection,  and  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  make  a 
thorough  inspection  under  the  conditions  which  prevailed.  The 
conditions  of  the  mine  in  regard  to  roads,  ventilation  and  general 
safety  appliances,  were  found  to  be  very  good. 
J.  A.  Cardwell,  Supt,     E.  M.  Stevens,  Mine  Boss. 

Norfolk  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Angle  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  ().  Mayheury, 
is  located  at  the  terminus  of  the  switchback  on  the  left  fork  of 
Elkhorn  Creek. 

On  July  15th.  this  mine  was  inspected.  Thirty-five  men  are  em- 
ployed on  the  inside  of  this  mine.     The  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  20 
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foot  fan.  which  runs  25  revolutions  per  minute  and  generates  46,- 
300  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute.  There  are  three  outlets  to  this 
mine  through  which  the  men  can  pass  to  and  from  their  work. 
The  roads  and  drainage  of  the  mine  are  well  looked  after  and  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  mine  is  fair. 

The  map  of  the  mine  has  been  extended  up  to  a  recent  date' 
This  company  has  a  twenty-five  horse  power  motor  on  their  oven 
larry.  which  is  used  for  charging  the  ovens. 

Stuart  M.  Buck,  Supt.     W.  F.  White.  Mine  Boss. 

Norfolk  mine,  operated  by  the  same  company  as  the  above,  is 
located  on  the  left  fork  of  Elkhorn  Creek,  between  Maybeury 
Station  and  the  Angle  Colliery. 

On  June'iOth.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  Forty  miners 
were  employed  in  the  mine.  The  air  in  this  mine  was  not  meas- 
ured, since  the  mine  was  idle  on  the  day  of  inspection. 

The  ventilation  is  produced  by  a  20  foot  fan.  and.  judging  from 
the  arrangements  on  the  inside,  the  mine  is  well  ventilated  when 
the  fan  is  in  operation.  The  map  has  been  extended  up  to  a  very 
recent  date.  The  haulage  on  the  inside  of  the  mine  is  done  by 
means  of  an  electrical  locomotive.  The  general  conditions  of  this 
mine  were  found  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

Stuart  M.  Buck.  Supt.     Jam<js  Devinney,  Mine  Boss. 

Elkhorn  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Elkhorn  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  ().  May- 
beury, is  located  at  the  terminus  of  the  switchback  on  the  right 
hand  branch  of  Elkhorn  River,  a  short  distance  above  Maybeury 
Station. 

On  July  28th.  the  above  mine  was  inspected.  One  hundred  and 
five  men  were  employed  on  the  inside  of  this  mine,  which  was 
ventilated  by  means  of  a  12  foot  fan.  which  gives  satisfactory  re- 
sults. The  miners  use  a  mixed  oil  in  their  lamps  which  give  a 
large  volume  of  smoke. 

At  the  date  of  this  inspection  the  miners  were  somewhat  disor- 
ganized, owing  to  labor  agitators  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
mine,  urging  the  men  to  strike. 

J.  E.  Barlow,  Supt.     H.  C.  Walker.  Mine  Boss 
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Elk  Ridge  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Elk  Ridge  mine,  \\  0.  Kyle,  is  located  on  the  main  line  of  the 
X.  £  W.  R.  R,,  being  the  first  colliery  east  of  North  Fork  . (mic- 
tion. No  report  has  been  made  of  any  inspection  of  this  mine  for 
the  months  of  May,  June  and  July. 

MERCER  COUNTY. 

Coaldale  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Coaldale, mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Coaldale, 
is  located  on  the  main  line  of  the  X.  &  W.  R.  R.,  at  Coaldale 
Station. 

On  July  29th.  this  mine  was  inspected.  One  hundred  and  forty- 
three  men  are  employed  on  the  inside  of  the  mine,  which  is  ventilated 
by  a  20  foot  fan  with  very  satisfactory  results.  At  the  time  of  this 
inspection  three  sets  of  timbers  had  partly  closed  the  return  air- 
way, but  a  force  of  men  was  engaged  in  removing  the  timbers. 
When  this  repair  is  made  the  return  airway  will  be  free  from  all 
obstructions    which  will  very  much  improve  the  ventilation. 

An  endless  rope  haulage  system  is  used  in  this  mine  for  hauling 
the  cars  from  an  inside  passway  to  the  tipple  on  the  outside.  A 
positive  grip  is  used  for  engaging  the  cars  to  the  rope.  Some  diffi- 
culty has  been  experienced  in  an  effort  to  start  a  long  trip  of  cars 
by  means  of  this  grip.  The  grip  has  frequently  torn  long  strands 
out  of  the  rope.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to  change  this 
endless  rope  system  into  a  tail  rope  system. 

Thomas  H.  Cooper,  Supt.     Thomas  Williams,  Mine  Boss. 


Mill  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Sterling  mine,  operated  by  the  above  company,  P.  O.  Coopers, 
is  located  on  Mill  Creek  at  the  east  end  of  the  Coaldale  Tunnel. 

On  July  30th.  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  mine.  One  hun- 
dred and  seven  men  are  employed  on  the  insiide  of  this  mine. 

The  ventilation  is  produced  by  a  15  foot  fan,  which  runs  at  sev- 
enty revolutions  per  minute  and  furnishes  L2,000  cubic  feet  of  air 
per  minute.  There  is  no  narrow  work  in  progress  in  this  mine, 
all  of    the  work  being  that  of  robbing  pillars  and  pulling  stumps. 

Some  parts  of  this  mine  were  found  to  be  wet  and  muddy 

Thomas  H.  Cooper  Supt.     .lames  R.  Booth,  Mine  Boss. 

Owing   to  a    lack  of   time  on  the    part  of   the  Inspector  of   the 
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Fourth  district,  the  following  mines  in  Mercer  county 'were  not  in- 
spected during  the  months  of  June  or  July: 

Pocahontas  East. 

Goodwill. 

Louisville. 

Buckeye. 

Caswell  Creek. 

Alliance. 


General  Summary  of  the  Fourth  Mining  district, 


Names  of  Counties. 


Mingo  . .  . 
McDowell 
Mercer . .  . 


Total* 


10     551 
294,305 

1,262 


6,118 


H  CO 
' —  *H  rJ 
a  CO 
*^ 


For  the  Year  end- 
ing June  30,  1897. 


267,789 
2,617,917 

873,300 


Ph  Q  of 


567,070 
115,522 


40J  3,759,006|  682,592 


MINING  LAWS 


—  OF  THE- 


State    of    West    Virginia. 


1897. 


MINING  LAWS 


OF  THE 


STATE  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA 


REGULATING  THE 


Working.  Ventilation 
and  Drainage, 


OF 


COAL  MINES, 

AND  PROVIDING  FOR  THE 

HEALTH,    SAFETY    AND    WELFARE    OF    PERSONS 

EMPLOYED  THEREIN. 


IN  FORCE  MAY  18,   1897. 


JAMES  W.  PAUL, 

CHIEF  MINE  INSPECTOR. 


CHARLESTON 


MINING  LAWS, 


(Acts  1897,  chapter  59.) 

Sec.   1.  The   governor  of   the  State,  by  and  with  the  Governor  to ap- 

P     . ,       o  i      n  point  inspector 

consent  of   the  Senate,  shall  appoint   one  mine  mspec-  loreacadis- 
tor   for   each  of   the  four   mining   districts  created  by  S&and a 
this  act,  and  a  chief    mine    inspector,  who  shall   super- 
vise and  control    the    mine    inspection  of    the  State  of 
West    Virginia,  and  the  chief   shall  have  the   power  to  Duty  of  chief . 
call  the  assistance  of   any  one  of   the  other   four  mine 
inspectors  to  any  district  in  the  Stat'"  of  West  Virginia 
in  case  of  emergency.     And  shall  keep  the  reports  fur- To  keep  the  re- 
nished    him    by   the   four  mine  inspectors,  and    in  ad-por'!°rfin" 
dition  thereto  he  shall  copy  said  reports  in  a  book  orSp6C 
books  by  him  purchased  and  kept  for  the  purpose,  and 
he  shall  index  the    same,  and  said  books    shall  be  open 
for  inspection  upon    the  request  of    any  citizen  of    the 
State,  and   upon  the  request  of  the  Governor  or  Attor- 
ney General  of   this  State,    said   chief   mine  inspector 
shall  lay  said  books  and  reports  before  either  of   said 
officers,  and  also  maps  of  mines  furnished  him  by  said 
mine  inspectors. 

Any  chief    mine  inspector    who  shall    violate  any  of  Penalty  ou 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  upon  conviction  there- fating thiTact. 
of,  be  fined  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more  than  two 
hundred    dollars,  and    may,  in    the    discretion    of    the 
court,  be  imprisoned  in    the  county  jail    not  exceeding 
one  year. 

And  each  of  the  four  mine  inspectors  shall  report  in  Duty  of  in- 
writing    monthly    to  the  chief   inspector,  the    number spectors- 
and  condition  of  all  the  mines  inspected  by  him  during 

i  j.i  mi  v-    £     •  ,  ,      ,,   ,  °  Chief  has  pow- 

each  month.      I  he  chief    inspector  shall  have  power  to  er  toremove 
remove  any  of   the  four  mine    inspectors  mentioned  in  SSSn!*0*"' 
this  act  for  causes    heretofore    mentioned    in  this    act,  Governor  to 
and  the  Governor  of    the  State  shall    fill    all  vacancies 
caused  by   removal  from  office. 

Mine  inspectors  created  by  this  act  shall  hold  their  Term  of  office 
office  for  the  term  of  four  years,  as  hereinafter  pro- of  in8peotor" 
vided,  unless   they    be  sooner   removed,  as   hereinafter 
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Qualifications 
of  persons 
appointed. 


provided.     They  shall  continue  in  office  until  their  suc- 
cessors in  office  are  appointed  and  qualified. 

Every  person  so  appointed  must  be  a  citizen  of  West 
Virginia,  having  a  practical  knowledge  of  mining  and 
properly  ventilating  and  draining  mines,  and  must  be 
a  coal  miner  of  at  leat  six  years  experience  as  a  miner 
in  the  coal  mines,  and  he  shall  not.  while  in  office,  be 
interested  as  owner,  operator,  agent,  stockholder,  su- 
perintendent or  engineer  of  any  coal  mine,  and  he  shall 
be  of  good  moral  character  and  temperate  habits.  An 
inspector  of  mines  shall  be  removed  from  office  by  the 
chief  mine  inspector  of  this  State  for  incompetency, 
neglect  of  duty,  drunkenness,  malfeasance  and  for 
other  good  causes. 


Vacancies  in 
office  of  in- 
spector, how 
tilled. 

Inspector  to 
take  oath. 


Certificate  of 

oatn  to  be 

filed. 

To  give  bond. 


Salary  and  ex- 
pense's of  chief. 


Salary  and  ex 
penses  of 
inspectors. 

How  paid. 


Report  of  ex- 
penses by 
inspectors. 

When  and  by 
whom  inspect 
ors  appointed. 


Term  of  office 


Sec  2.  Vacancies  in  office  of  inspectors  shall  be 
rilled  by  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  for 
the  unexpired  term. 

Every  person  appointed  inspector  of  mines  shall,  be- 
fore entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
office,  take  the  oath  before  some  person  authorized  by 
law  to  administer  oaths,  that  he  will  support  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  constitution  of 
the  State  of  West  Virginia,  and  that  he  will  faithfully 
and  impartially,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office  and  file  a  certificate  of  his  having 
done  so  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  he 
shall  give  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, with  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor  of 
the  State,  conditioned  that  he  will  faithfully  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  salary  of  the  chief  inspector  shall  be  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum  and  not  more  than  three  hun- 
dred dollars  for  expenses,  and  the  other  four  mine  in- 
spectors shall  have  one  thousand  dollars  salary,  each. 
per  annum,  and  not  more  than  three  hundred  dollars 
for  expenses.  Such  salary  and  expenses  shall  be  paid 
monthly  out  of  the  State  Treasury;  Provided,  That 
before  payment  of  traveling  expenses  shall  be  made  to 
the  inspector,  he  shall  file  an  account  of  such  expenses 
and  make  out  and  file  with  the  auditor  that  they  were 
accrued  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

On  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  every  four  years  there- 
after, the  Governor  of  the  State  shall. with  the  consent 
of  the  senate,  appoint  one  mine  inspector  for  each  of 
the  four  mining  districts  of  the  State  created  by .  this 
act.  whose  term  of  office  shall  begin  when  he  has  taken 
the  oath  of   office  and  has  given  the  approved  bond,  as 
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required  by  this  act,  and  whose  term  of  office  shall  be 
four  years,  or  until  his  successor  shall  be  duly  ap- 
pointed and  qualified. 

Sec.  3.   And  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  visit  each  mine  in  To  visit  mines, 
his  district  at   least  once  in  every  three  months,  and  it 
shall    be    unlawful    for  any    mine    inspector  to  do  any 
surveying    for    any  mine    owner  or  owners,  during  his  See  sec.  4. 
term  of  office,  and  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  mine  in- 
spector  to  appoint   any  deputy   or  other   person    to  do  poYnT<Lputy 
and  perform  anv  work  required  of  such  mine  inspector,  nor  do  certain 
and  it  shall  be   his  duty  to   personally  perform  the  du- surveylDg- 
ties  of  his  office  hereunder. 

Any    mine  inspector    failing  to    comply  with    the  re- Penalty, 
quirementsof  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor 
and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined  not  less  than 
one  hundred    dollars    nor  more  than    five  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  be  dismissed  from  office. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  together  Governor  and 
with  the  chief  mine  inspector  created  by  this  act,  shall  todivide'state 
divide  the  State  of  West  Virginia  into  four  mining %&*?**  dis" 
districts. 

Duties  of  Mine  Inspectors. 

(Acts  1890,  ch.  9.) 

Sec.  4.  Each  inspector   shall  examine   the  mines  of  38  w.  v».  275. 
his  district  at   least   twice  every  year*  and   often er   if 
called  upon  by  twenty  miners  engaged  in  any  one  mine, 
and  he  shall  see  that  all  the  provisions  of   this  act  are 
observed  and   strictly  carried  out.     He   shall   particu- 
larly   examine    into  the    condition  of    the  mines  as    to 
ventilation,    drainage    and    general    safety,   and    shall  Additional 
make  a    record  of    all  such    examinations,  f     He    shall  Rectors'*  m" 
also    for    each    year    ending    with    the  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  make  a  written  report  to  the  Governor  of  his  pro- Annual  report, 
ceedings  as  such  inspector,  stating  therein  the  number 
of    mines    in  his    district,    the  thickness  of    the  seams 
mined,  the  number  of    miners  employed    in  each  mine, 
the  condition  in    which  the  mines   were  found,  the  ex- 
tent to  which  this  act    is  obeyed  or  violated,  the  num- 
ber of  accidents  and    deaths  resulting  from  injuries  re- 
ceived in  or  about  the  mines,  with  the  came  of  each  of 
such  accidents  and  deaths,  and  such  other  information 


*Acts  1897.  ch.  59,  sec.  :i,  requires  Inspector  to  visit  mines  in  his  district  at 
least  once  in  every  threemonths. 

fSec.  1.  Acts  1897,  chap.  59,  devolves  this  duty  upon  the  Chief  Mine  Inspector 
who  shall,  upon  the  request  of  the  Governor  or  Attorney  General,  lay  said, 
books  and  reports  before  either  of  said  officers. 
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in  relation  to  mines  and  mining  as  be  may  deem  of  pub- 
lic interest.  He  shall  also  suggest  or  recommend  such 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  mining  as  he  nuty  think 
necessary.  Such  report  shall  be  fileVl  with  the  Gover- 
nor on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  December  next 
succeeding  the  year  for  which  it  was  made. 

Operators  to  Mnl<  Surveys  and  Maps  of  Mines. 

(Act--  1887,  ch    50  I 

38  w.  va.275.      Sec.  5.   The   operator   or   agent  of   every  coal    mine 
mi?! to  M?n°f  shall,  within  six    months  after  the  passage"  of   tins  act. 
mad-:  when;    inake  or  cause  to  be    made,  an  accurate  map  or  plan  of 
yu  'om         such  mine,  on   a  scale  to  lie  stated  thereon,  not  exceed- 
ing one    hundred  feet  to    the  inch.      Such  map  or  plan 
shall    show    the    openings    or  excavations,  the    shafts. 
slopes,  entries,  air  ways,  headings,  rooms,  pillars,  etc., 
the  general  inclination  of  the  coal  strata,  and  so  much 
of    the    property  lines    and  of    the  outcrop  of  the  coal 
seam  of    the    tract  of  land    on  which    said    mine  is  lo- 
cated, as  may  be  within  one  thousand  feet  of  any  part 
of  the  workings  of  such  mine. 
a  true  copy  to      A  true    copy  of    such  map  or  plan,  shall,  within  the 
be  furnished    sjx  m0nths  aforesaid,  be  delivered  by  such  operator,  to 

the  inspector  .  ..       '  .  •  l 

the  inspector  ot  his  district,  to  be  preserved  among  the 
records  of  his  office  and  turned  over  to  his  successor  in 
office;  and  the  original  map.  or  a  true  copy  thereof, 
shall  be  kept  by  such  operator  at  the  office  of  the  mine, 
and  open  at  all  reasonable  times  for  the  examination 
and  use  of  the  inspector  and  such  operator  shall  twice 
within  every  twelve  months,  and  not  more  than  seven 
months  apart  while  the  mine  is  in  operation,  cause 
such  mine  to  be  surveyed  and  the  map  thereof  ex- 
tended so  as  to  accurately  show  the  progress  of  the 
workings,  the  property  lines  and  outcrop  as  above  pro- 
vided;  and  he  shall  immediately  thereafter  deliver,  to 
the  inspector  of  his  district,  a  map  or  plan  and  state- 
ment of  the  progress  of  the  workings  and  extensions 
aforesaid,  so  as  to  enable  the  inspector  to  trace  the 
same  on  the  map  or  plan  furnished  him  as  above  re- 
quired. 
Abandoned  Before  any    mine  or  part  of  a  mine  is  abandoned,  or 

the  pillars  drawn  therein,  it  shall  be  accurately  sur- 
veyed,  and  the  maps  thereof  extended  as  aforesaid,  and 
within  one  month  after  any  mine  is  abandoned.  1  he 
person  who  was  the  last  operator  thereof,  shall  file  with 
the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  in  which 
the  mine  is  located,  a  correct  map.  showing  all  the  ex- 


workina 

mapped. 
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cavations  of   such    mine,  to  lie   preserved   as  a  part  of 
the  records  of  the  county. 

If  any  operator  fail  to  comply  with  any  provision  of  *™£e^tanr  t0 
this  section,  the  inspector  is  hereby  authorized  to  have  made, 
the  survey  and  maps  made  or  extended,  as  may  be  nec- 
essary in  such  case,  at  the  expense  of  such  operator, 
and  the  reasonable  fees  and  expenses  may  be  recovered 
in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  by  the  person 
performing  the  work. 

When  Not  Lawful  to  Allow  Persons  t<>  Work  hi  Mines. 


Sec.  6.   After  six  months  from  and  after  the  passage  Two 


outlet* 


of  this  act,  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  the  operator  ormmemiuue  • 
agent  of  any  coal  mine,  to  employ  any  persons  at  work 
in  said  mine,  or  permit  any  persons  to  be  in  said  mine 
for  the  purpose  of  working  therein,  unless  they  are  in 
communication  with  at  least  two  openings  or  outlets, 
separated  by  natural  strata,  of  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred feet  in  breadth,  if  the  mine  be  worked  by  shaft, 
and  of  not  less  than  fifty  feet  in  breadth,  if  worked  by 
slope  or  drift.  To  each  of  said  outlets  there  shall  be 
provided,  from  the  interior  of  the  mine,  a  safe  and 
available  roadway,  which  shall  at  all  times  while  the 
mine  is  in  operation,  be  kept  free  from  all  obstruction  f^*1^^0^8 
that  might  prevent  travel  thereon  in  case  of  an  emer-struction. 
gency,  and  if  either  of  said  outlets  be  by  shaft,  it  shall 
be  fitted  with  safe  and  available  appliances,  such  as 
ladders,  stairs,  or  hoisting  machinery,  which  shall  at 
all  times,  when  the  mine  is  in  operation,  be  kept  in  or- 
der and  ready  for  immediate  use,  whereby  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  mine  may  readily  escape  in  case  of  an 
accident. 

This  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  mine  while  work 
is  being  prosecuted  with  reasonable  diligence  in  mak- 
ing communication  between  said  outlets,  so  long  as  not 
more  than  twenty  persons  are  employed  at  any  one 
time  in  said  mine;  neither  shall  it  apply  to  any  mine, 
or  part  of  a  mine,  in  which  the  second  outlet  has  been 
rendered  unavilable  by  reason  of  the  final  robbing  of 
pillars  preparatory  to  abandonment,  so  long  as  not 
more  than  twenty  persons  are  employed  therein  at  any 
one  time. 

WhenOwner  of  Mint  M<i>j  Appropriate  Adjoining  Lands 

Sec.  7  In  case  a  coal  mine  has  but  one  opening,  and 
the  owner  thereof  does  not  own  suitable  surface  ground 
for  another  opening,  as  required  by  the  next  precedin 
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section,  he  may  select  and  appropriate  any  adjoining 
land  for  that  purpose,  and  for  approach  thereto,  and  he 
shall  be  governed  in  his  proceeding  in  appropriating 
such  land,  by  the  laws  in  force  providing  for  the  ap- 
propiration  of  private  property  by  corporations,  and 
such  appropriation  may  be  made  whether  he  is  a  cor- 
porator or  not;  but  no  lands  shall  be  appropriated  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  act  until  the  court  is  satisfied 
that  suitable  premises  cannot  be  obtained  on  reasona- 
ble terms. 

Certain  Safety  Appliances  to  he  Provided. 

Metal  speak-  Sec.  8.  The  operator  or  agent  of  every  coal  mine 
mg  tube.  WOrked  by  shaft  shall  forthwith  provide,  and  hereafter 
maintain,  a  metal  tube  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of 
such  shaft,  suitably  adapted  to  the  free  passage  of 
sound,  through  which  conversation  may  be  held  be- 
tween persons  at  the  top  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
shaft,  also  the  ordinary  means  of  signaling,  and  an  ap- 
proved safety  catch  and  a  sufficient  cover  overhead  on 
every  carriage  used  for  lowering  or  hoisting  persons, 
and  at  the  top  of  the  shaft  an  approved  safety  gate, 
and  an  adequate  brake  on  the  drum  of  every  machine 
used  to  lower  or  hoist  persons  in  such  shaft;  and  the 
said  operator  or  agent  shall  have  the  machinery  used 
Machinery  for  lowering  or  hoisting  persons  into  or  out  of  the 
inspected  mjne  kept  in  safe  condition  and  inspected  once  in  each 
twenty-four  hours  by  some  competent  person. 

Machinery   to  he  in    Charge  of  Competent   and  Sober 
Engi/neers. 

Sec.  9.  No  operator  or  agent  of  any  coal  mine, 
worked  by  shaft  or  slope,  shall  place  in  charge  of  any 
engine,  used  for  lowering  into  or  hoisting  out  of  said 
mine  persons  employed  therein,  any  but  competent 
and  sober  engineers;  and  no  engineer  in  charge  of  such 
machinery  shall  allow  any  person  except  such  as  may 
be  deputed  for  that  purpose  by  the  operator  or  agent, 
to  interfere  with  any  part  of  the  machinery:  and  no 
person  shall  interfere  with  or  intimidate  the  engineer 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  and  in  no  case  shall 
No  more  than  more  than  ten  persons  ride  on  any  cage  of  car  at  one 
ten  person  to  time,  and  no  person  shall  ride  on  a  loaded  cage  or  -car 

ride  on  case  or  .  ,      ,,     -       , 

car.  in  any  shaft  or  slope. 

All  slopes  or  engine-planes,  used  as  traveling-ways 
by  persons  in  any  mine,  shall  be  made  of  sufficient 
width   to   permit   persons   to   pass    moving   cars  with 
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safety,  or   refuge  holes  of   ample   dimensions,  and  not 

more  than  sixty-feet  apart,  shall  he  made    on  one  side 

of  said  slope  or  engine  plane.      Such  refuge  holes  shall  Refuge-holes. 

be  kept  free  from  obstructions,  and  the  roof    and  sides 

thereof  shall  be  made  secure. 

Provisions  for  Proper  Ventilation  of  Mines. 

Sec.  10.   The    operator  or  agent  of    every  coal   mine,  33W"  Vil  27J- 
whether  worked  by    shaft,  slope  or  drift,  shall  provide 
and    hereafter   maintain    for  every  such    mine,  ample 
means  of  ventilation,  affording  not  less  than    one  hun- 
dred cubic  feet  of   air   per  minute  for   each  and   every  1(J° °u12ic fee* 

,  -.    .  tr.  .  .  J  of  air  for  each 

person  employed  in  such  mine,  and  as  much  more  as  person 
the  circumstances  may  require,  which  shall  be  circu- 
lated around  the  main  headings  and  cross  headings  and 
working  places,  to  an  extent  that  will  dilute,  reader 
harmless  and  carry  off  the  noxious  and  dangerous 
gasses  generated  therein ;  and  as  the  working  places 
shall  advance,  break-throughs  for  air  shall  be  made  in 
the  pillars,  or  brattices  shall  be  used,  so- as  to  keep 
such  working  places  well  and  properly  ventilated. 

Precautions  to  be  Used  in  Cast  of  Fire  Damp. 

All  mines  generating   fire  damp  shall  be  kept  free  of 
standing  gas  in  the  worked  out  or  abandoned   parts  of 
the  same  as  far  as  practicable,  and  the  entrance  there- 
to  shall    be   properly   closed   and   cautionary   notices 
posted  to  warn  persons  of   danger,  and    the  doors  used 
therein  for  directing  ventilation  shall  be  so  hung  as  to  Doors  so  huug 
close  themselves,  and  every  working  place  and  all  other  fhemsl'fvls 
places  where  gas  is  known  to  exist  or  is  liable  to  exist, 
shall  be  carefully  examined  by  some  competent  person 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  be  known  as  "fire-boss,"  ^duTies51"'1 
immediately  before  each  shift,  with  a  safety  lamp,  and 
in  making    such    examinations  it    shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  fire-boss  at    each  examination,  to  leave  at  the  face 
of  every    place  so    examined,  evidence  of    his  presence, 
and  no  workman    shall  enter  or  be   permitted  to  enter, 
any  mine  or  part  of    a  mine,  generating  fire  damp,  un- 
til it  has    been  examined    by  the    fire-boss  as  aforesaid 
and  reported  by  him  to  be  safe.      In  all  mines  generat- 
ing   fire    damp   accumulations  of    fine,  dry,  coal    dust  „usty  p!acPS 
shall  as  far  as  practicable,  be  prevented,  and  such  dusttobe  watered. 
shall,  whenever    necessary,  be    kept    properly    watered 
down.     The    safety    lamps    used    for    examining  any  0liesilMv 
mine,  or  which  may  be  used  for  working  therein,  shall  lamp  to  be  at 
be  furnished  by  and  be  the  property  of  the  operator  of 
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the  mine,  and  shall  be  in  charge  of  an  agent  thereof, 
and  at  least  one  .safety  lamp  shall  be  kept  at  every  coal 
mine,  whether  such  mine  generates  fire  damp  or  not. 

Mining  Bo**  t<>  he  Appointed— His  Qualifications  and 
Duties. 


Mining  boss 
and  his  duties. 


Props,  caps 
and  timbers  to 
be  furnished 
and  delivered 
to  the  miners. 


Duty  of 
miners. 


Water  to  be 
drained  or 
hauled  out  of 
mine. 


Refugeholea 
along  haul- 
ways 


Sec".  11.  In  order  to  better  secure  the  proper  ventila- 
tion-of  every  coal  mine  and  promote  the  health  and 
safety  of  persons  employed  therein,  the  operator  or 
agent  shall  employ  a  competent  and  practical  inside 
overseer,  to  be  called  "mining-boss,"  who  shall  be  a 
citizen  and  an  experienced  coal  miner,  or  any  person 
having  two  years'  experience  in  a  coal  mine,  and  shall 
keep  a  careful  watch  over  the  ventilating  apparatus 
and  the  air-ways,  traveling-ways,  pumps  and  drainage, 
and  shall  see  that  as  the  miners  advance  their  excava- 
tions, proper  break-throughs  are  made  as  provided  in 
section  ten  of  this  act,  and  that  all  loose  coal,  slate 
and  rock  overhead  in  the  working  places,  and  along 
the  haulways,  be  removed  or  carefully  secured  so  as  to 
prevent  danger  to  persons  employed  in  such  mines;  and 
that  sufficient  props,  caps  and  timbers  are  furnished  of 
suitable  size  and  cut  square  at  both  ends,  and  as  near 
as  practicble  to  the  proper  length  for  the  places  where 
they  are  to  be  used,  and  such  props,  caps  and  timbers 
shall  be  delivered  and  placed  in  the  working  places  of 
the  miners,  and  every  workman  in  want  of  props  or 
timbers  and  cap  pieces,  shall  notify  the  mining  boss  or 
his  assistant  of  the  fact  at  least  one  day  in  advance, 
giving  the  length  and  number  of  props  or  timbers  and 
cap  pieces  required ;  but  in  case  of  an  emergency  the 
timbers  may  be  ordered  immediately  upon  the  discov- 
ery of  any  danger;  and  the  place  and  manner  of  leav- 
ing the  orders  for  timbers  shall  be  designated  in  the 
rules  of  the  mine;  and  shall  have  all  water  drained  or 
hauled  out  of  the  working  places  before  the  miners  en- 
ter, and  the  working  places  kept  dry,  as  far  as  prac- 
tical tie,  while  the  miners  are  at  work.  On  all  hanl- 
ways,  space  not  less  than  ten  feet  lone?  and  two  feet  six 
inches  wide  between  the  wagon  and  the  rib,  shall  be 
kept  open  at  distances  not  exceeding  one  hundred  feet 
apart,  in  which  shelter  from  passing  wagons  may  be 
secured.  It  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  mining 
boss  to  have  bore-holes  kept  not  less  than  twelve  feet 
in  advance  of  the  face  and,  when  necessary,  on  the 
sides,  of  the  working  places  that  are  being  driven  to- 
wards   and  in    dangerous    proximity   to    an  abandoned 
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mine  or    part  of    a    mine    suspected    of   containing  in- 
flammable gases  or  which  is  filled  with  water. 

The  mining-hoss,  or  his  assistants  shall  visit  and  ex-  Mine  boss  t0 

i   •  i  •       ,  i  •  ,  '.      visit  working 

amine  every  working  place  in  the  mine  at  least  once  in  places, 
every  three  days,  and  oftener  wjien  necessary,  while 
the  miners  of  such  places  are  at  work,  and  shall  direct 
that  each  and  every  working  place  shall  he  secured 
by  props  or  timbers  whenever  necessary,  so  that  safety 
in  all  respects  be  assured,  and  no  person  shall  be  direct- 
ed to  work  in  an  unsafe  place,  unless  it  he  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  it  safe.  The  mining-boss  shall  notify 
the  operator  or  agent  of  the  mine  of  his  inability  to 
comply  with  any  requirements  ot  this  section;  it  shall 
then  become  the  duty  of  such  operator  or  agent  at  once 
to  attend  to  the  matter  complained  of  by  the  mining- 
boss,  to   comply  with  the  provisions  hereof. 

Duty  of  Mine  Inspector  when  Mm<  is  in  Uhsqfi    Condi- 
tion. 

Sec.  12.  The   operator  or   agent  of   every  coal   mine  inspector  to 
shall  furnish  the    inspector  proper  facilities  for  enter-  o°agencPerat°r 
ing  such  mines,  and  making  examinations  or  obtaining 
information;  and  if    any  inspector    shall  discover  that 
any    mine  does  not  in    its  appliances,  for  the  safety  of 
the  persons   employed  therein,  conform  to  the   previs- 
ions of    this  act,  or   that    by    reason  of    any  defect   or 
practice  in  or  at  such  mine,  the  lives  or  health  of  per- 
sons   employed   therein,   are   endangered,  he  shall  im- 
mediately, in    writing,  notify   such   operator  or  agent 
thereof,  stating  in  such  notice  the  particulars  m  which 
he  considers    such    mine  to    be  defective  or  dangerous, 
and  if    he  deem  it  necessary  for  the   protection  of   the 
lives  or  health  of    the  persons  employed  in  such  mine, 
he    shall,  after   giving    notice    to  the  said    operator  or 
agent,  of    his  intention  so  to  do,  apply    without  bond,  injunction, 
to  the  circuit  court  of   the  county  in  which    said  mine 
is  located^,  or  to    the  judge  thereof    in  vacation,  for  an    * 
injunction  to  restrain  the  operating  of  said  mine  until 
said  danger  is  removed;  and  such  court  or  judge,  when  court  to  act  at 
so  applied    to,  shall    at  once    proceed  to  hear    the  case oace• 
and  determine  the  same,  and  if  the  cause  appear  to  be 
sufficient,  and  such  danger  appear  to  exist,  after  hear- 
ing the  parties  and  their  evidence,  he  shall  issue  an  in- 
junction  restraining    tha  operating  of   said  mine  until 
the  cause  of    such  danger  be    removed,  and  the  cost  of  Cost  of  the 
the  proceedings,  including  the  charges  of    the  attorney  proceedlugs' 
prosecuting   the  same,  shall  be    borne  by  the  operator 
of  the  mine,  but  no  fee    exceeding    twenty-live  dollars 
shall  be  taxed  in  any  one   case  for  the   attorney  prose- 
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outing  such  case-  but  if  said  court  or  judge  shall  find 
the  cause  not  sufficient,  then  the  case  shall  be  dis- 
missed and  the  cost  shall  be  paid  by  the  county  in 
which  the  mine  is  located. 

Boys  under  Twelve  Years  and  Femah  Persons  not  to  be 
Employed  in  Mines. 

Sec.  13.  No  boy  under  twelve  years  of  age,  nor  fe- 
male persons  of  any  age,  shall  be  permitted  to  work  in 
any  coal  mine,  and  in  all  cases  of  doubt,  the  parents 
or  guardians  of  such  boys  shall  furnish  affidavits  of 
their  ages. 

Employe*  not   to  do  any  Act   that    Endangers  Life  or 
Property. 

'  (Acts  1890,  ch.  9  ) 

S8W.Va.2i5,  gEC>  \\  No  miner,  workman  or  other  person  shall 
knowingly  injure  any  shaft,  lamp,  instrument,  air 
course  or  brattice,  or  obstruct  or  throw  open  air-ways, 
or  carry  matches  or  open  lights  into  places  worked  by 
safety  lamps,  or  disturb  any  part  of  the  machinery, 
open  a  door  used  for  directing  ventilation  and  not  close 
it  again,  or  enter  any  part  of  a  mine  against  caution, 
or  disobey  any  order  given  in  carrying  out  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  or  do  any  other  act  whereby  the 
life  or  health  of  any  person  employed  in  the  mines  or 
the  security  of  the  mine  is  endangered. 

Intimidation  of  Employes  Prohibited. 

Nor  shall  any  person  or  persons,  or  combination  of 
persons,  by  force,  threats,  menace  or  intimidation  of 
any  kind,  prevent  or  attempt  to  prevent  from  working 
in  or  about  any  mine,  any  person  or  persons  who  have 
the  lawful  right  to  work  in  or  about  the  same,  and  who 
desire  so  to  work;  but  this  provision  shall  not  be  so 
construed  as  to  prevent  any  two  or  more  persons  from 
associating  themselves  together  under  the  name  of 
Knights  of  Labor,  or  any  other  name  they  may  desire, 
for  any  lawful  purpose,  or  for  using  moral  suasion  or 
lawful  argument  to  induce  any  one  not  to  work  in  and 
about  any  mine. 
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Powers  and  Duties  of  Mine  Inspector  in  case  of  Explo- 
sion or  Accident. 

Sec.  15.    Whenever   by  reason    of   any  explosion    or  ImJPcd!at1e 

.,.  .  •'  J.-L  i  •  notice  to  lie 

other  accident  in  any  coal  mine,  or  the  machinery  con- given  the 
nected  therewith,  loss  of  life  or  serious  personal  injury Cale oniccf 
shall  occur,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of   the  superintendent dent- 
of  the  colliery,  and  in  his  absence    the  mining-boss    in 
charge   of   the  mine,  to  give   notice  thereof  forthwith, 
by    mail  or    otherwise,  to  the  inspector  of  the  district, 
stating  the  particulars  of   such  accident.     And  if   any  Notice  to 
one  is  killed  thereby,  to  the  coroner  of  the  county  also  oHfatai  acci-se 
or  in    his  absence  or  inability    to  act,  to  any  justice  of  dent- 
the  peace;  and    the  said   inspector  shall,  if    he  deem  it 
necessary  from  the   facts  reported,  immediately  go   to 
the  scene  of    such  accident  and  make  such   suggestions 
and  render  such    assistance  as   he  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  future  safety  of    the  men    and  investigate   the 
cause    of  such    explosion  or    accident,  and   make  a   re- 
cord   thereof,  which    he  shall    preserve  with  the  other 
records  of  his  office;  and  to  enable   him   to  make  such 
investigation,  he  shall  have  the  power  to  sompel  the  at- 
tendance  of    witnesses,  and   to    administer    oaths    or 
affirmations;    and  the   cost  of  such  investigation  shall 
be  paid  by  the  county  in  which  such  accident  occurred, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  costs  of   coroner's   inquests 
are    now  paid.     If   the  coroner   or  justice   shall  deter- 
mine to  hold    an  inquest   upon  the  body  of  any  person 
killed,  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  impanel  a  jury,  no  one  of 
whom    shall    be  directly   or  indirectly   interested,  and 
the    inspector  of   mines,  if   present   at   such  inquests, 
shall  have  the  right  to  appear  and  testify   and  to  offer 
any  testimony  that    may  be  relevant,  and  to    question     r  ner 
and  cross  question  any  witness:  and  the  coroner  or  jus- deliver  to 
tice  shall    deliver  to    the  inspector  a  copy  of  the  teBti-ofv>erCdfJto<rpy 
mony  and  verdict  of  the  jury.  iurv 

Operator*  to   Male   Annua/    Reports   to    Inspector  of 
Mines. 

Sec.  16.  The  operator  or  agent  of  every  coal  mine 
shall  annually,  during  the  month  of  July,  mail  or  de- 
liver to  the  inspector  of  his  district  a  report  for  the 
preceding  twelve  months,  ending  with  the  thirtieth 
day  of  June.  Such  report  shall  state  the  names  of  the 
operator  and  officers  of  the  mine,  the  quanity  of  coal 
mined,  and  such  other  information,  not  of  a  private 
nature,  as  may    from  time   to  time  be  required  by    the 
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inspector.     Blank  forms  of   such  reports   shall  be  fur- 
nished by  the  inspector. 

Penalty  for    Violations  of  Law. 

Sec.  17.  The  operator  or  agent  of  any  coal  mine  who 
shall  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  duties 
required  of  him  by  any  section  of  this  act,  or  who 
shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions  hereof,  and  any  per- 
son who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  duties 
required  of  him  by  sections  nine,  ten,  eleven,  thirteen 
or  fourteen,  or  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions 
thereof,  or  knowingly  do  any  act  whereby  the  health 
or  life  of  any  person  employed  in  a  mine,  or  the  security 
of  a  mine  is  endangered,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and  upon  conviction  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  five  hundred 
dollars.  In  default  of  payment  of  such  fine  and  costs, 
for  the  space  of  ten  days,  the  defendant  may,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  court,  be  imprisoned  in  the  county 
jail  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months. 

To  what  Mines  Lam  Applies. 

Sec.  18.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  apply  only 
to  coal  mines  in  which  ten  or  more  persons  are  em- 
ployed in  a  period  of  twenty-four  hours. 

Acts  repealed.  Sec.  19.  Chapter  seventy,  of  the  acts  of  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  all  other  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed. 
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^WEIGHING  AND  MEASURING  COAL  AT  MINES. 

[Acts,  1891,  ch.  82,  Code  1891,  p.  998.] 

Coal  Companiesto  Provide  Facilities  for  Weighing. 

1  Sec.  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  corporation,  company  or 
person  engaged  in  the  business  of  mining  and  selling  coal  by 
weight  or  measure,  to  procure  and  constantly  keep  on  hand  at 
the  proper  place,  the  necessary  scales  and  measures  and  whatever 
else  may  be  necessary,  to  correctly  weigh  and  measure  the  coal 
as  mined  by  such  corporation,  company  or  person.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  for  every 
county  in  which  coal  is  so  mined  and  sold,  to  visit  each  coal 
mine  operated  therein,  and  where  such  saales  and  measures  are 
kept,  at  least  once  in  each  year,  and  test  the  correctness  of 
such  scales  and  measures.  The  owner  or  operator  of  such  ccal 
mine,  or  any  two  or  more  of  the  miners  working  therein,  may  in 
writing  require  his  attendance  at  the  place  where  such  scales  and 
measures  are  kept,  at  other  times,  in  order  to  test  the  correctness 
thereof,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  comply  with  such  requests  as 
soon 'as  he  can,  after  receiving  such  request.  If  his  attendance  is 
required  by  the  owner  or  operator  of  such  mine,  or  if  by  the 
miners  working  therein,  and  the  scales  or  measures  tested  be 
found  not  to  be  correct,  his  fees  shall  be  paid  by  the  owner  or 
operators,  and  if  his  attendance  be  required  by  the  miners  and 
the  scales  or  measures  tested  be  found  to  be  correct,  his  fees  shall 
be  paid  by  them.  If  in  any  such  county  there  be  no  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures,  the  duties  herein  requied  to  be  done  and 
performed  by  such  sealer,  shall  be  done  and  performed  by  the 
inspector  of  mines  for  the  district  of  which  such  county  forms  a 
part. 

Cars  to  b<  Numbered  and  Capaeity  Marked. 

Sec.  2.  Each  car  used  by  any  such  corporation,  company  or 
person  in  removing  coal  from  anv  coal  mine  shall  be  numbered 
by  consecutive  numbers  plainly  marked,  and  placed  and  kept 
thereon  as  long  as  such  car  is  so  used.  And  if  the  coal  from  such 
mine  is  mined,  and  the  miners    are  paid  according    to  the  weight 

*36  W.  Va.  802. 

Note  .—Standard  weight  of  bituminous  coal,  eighty  pounds  per  bushel.  Code,  18U1,  ch. 
59,  sec  .  17 . 
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thereof  for  mining  the  same,  every  such  car  so  used  shall  be 
weighed  upon  such  tested  scales,  and  the  weight  thereof  shall  be 
plainly  marked  and  placed  thereon  as  long  as  such  car  shall  be 
used  as  aforesaid.  If  the  coal  at  any  such  mine  is  mined,  and 
the  miners  thereof  are  paid  for  mining  the  same  by  measure,  the 
number  of  bushels  of  coal  such  car  will  hold  when  loaded  to  its 
capacity,  shall  also  be  plainly  marked,  and  placed  and  kept 
thereon  as  long  as  such  car  is  so  used  as  aforesaid.  And  no  car 
shall  be  used  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  after  ninety  days  from 
the  time  this  act  takes  effect,  until  the  provisions  of  this  section 
are  complied  with. 

Coal  to  he  Weighed  and  Measured  ~bef<yre  Screened,  How  Paid  For. 

Sec.  3.  All  coal  so  mined  and  paid  for  by  weight,  shall  be 
weighed  in  the  car  in  which  it  is  removed  from  the  mine  before 
it  is  screened,  and  shall  be  paid  for  according  to  the  weight  so 
ascertained,  at  such  price  per  ton  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  such 
owner  or  operator  and  the  miners  who  mined  the  same.  And 
coal  mined  and  paid  for  by  measure  shall  be  paid  for  according 
to  the  number  of  bushels  marked  upon  each  car  in  which  it  is 
removed  from  the  mine,  and  before  it  is  screened,  and  the  price 
paid  for  each  bushel  so  ascertained  shall  be  such  as  may  be 
agreed  on  as  aforesaid. 

Wt  ighmen;  How  Employed,  Duties,  etc. 

Sec.  4.  Every  such  corporation,  company  or  person  shall  em- 
ploy a  weighman,  and  the  miners  working  in  such  coal  mine 
may  employ  another  such  weighman,  and  the  two  so  employed 
shall  supervise  the  weighing  of  each  car  while  empty,  and  the 
weighing  of  the  same  when  loaded  with  coal  so  paid  for  by 
weight,  and  the  measuring  of  the  number  of  bushels  therein, 
when  necessary,  so  paid  for  by  measure.  But  if  the  miners  fail  to 
employ  such  weighman,  then  the  person  so  employed  by  such  cor- 
poration, company  or  person  shall  perform  that  duty.  Each  of 
the  persons  so  employed  before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  employment  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or 
affirmation  that  he  will  honestly  and  impartially  do  and  perform 
the  duties  of  his  employment,  and  do  equaland  exact  justice  be- 
tween employers  and  employes  interested  in  the  matter  of  his 
employment,  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  skill  and  ability. 
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Sealed  Weights  cmd  Measures— By  Whom  to  he  Furnishedand  Kept 

Sec.  5.  In  any  county  in  which  the  mine  inspector  is  required 
to  act  as  herein  mentioned,  the  county  court  of  such  county  shall 
furnish  him  with  whatever  is  necessary  to  enable  him  to  dis- 
charge his  duties,  if  such  court  has  procured  the  weights  and 
measures  and  balances  provided  for  by  chapter  fifty-nine  of  the 
code  of  West  Virginia;  and  if  not,  the  state  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures  shall  furnish  him  with  whatever  may  be  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  discharge  the  duties  hereby  required  of  him,  and 
the  things  so  furnished  him,  in  either  case,  shall  be  returned  by 
him  to  the  person  from  whom  he  received  them  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble after  he  has  performed  the  duties  for  which  he  received  them 
But  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  corporation,  company  or  per- 
son so  engaged  in  the  business  of  mining  coal,  to  procure  and 
constantly  keep  on  hand  a  sealed  weight  of  at  least  fifty  pounds, 
and  a  sealed  measure  of  at  least  one  bushel,  to  be  used  for  th  \ 
purpose  of  this  act. 

Viola t ion s — How   Pan  is hed. 

Sec.  G.  Any  corporation,  company  or  person,  violating  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  for  each  offence,  be  fined  not  less 
than  twenty-five  dollars  and  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 
And  the  officer,  agent  or  employes  of  the  corporation  or  company 
whose  duty  it  was  to  do  or  perform  the  act,  or  to  cause  it  to  be 
done  and  performed,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  indictment, 
may  be  indicted  jointly,  the  said  corporation  or  company,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  he  may  be 
imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than 
sixty  days. 

T<>  Whom  Act  Not  to  Apply. 

Sec.  7.  This  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  corporation,  company 
or  person  owning  or  operating  a  coal  mine  in  which  less  than  ten 
miners  are  employed. 

Charges  to  Grand  Juries. 

Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  court  in  each  county,  in 
which  any  such  coal  mine  is  operated,  and  in  which  a  grand  jury 
is  empaneled,  to  give  this  act  in  charge  to  the  grand  jury. 
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WAGES  OF  OPEKATIVES  AND  LABORERS. 

(<-Acts  1887,  ch .  63;  Coda  1891,  p.  1003 .) 

Sec.  1.  That  all  persons,  firms,  corporations,  or  associations  in 
this  state,  engaged  in  mining  coal,  ore,  or  other  minerals,  or 
mining  and  manufacturing  them,  or  either  of  them,  or  manufac- 
turing iron  or  steel,  or  both,  or  any  other  kind  of  manufacturing, 
shall  pay  their  employes  as  provided  in  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  All  persons,  firms,  companies,  corporations  or  associ- 
ations engaged  in  the  business  aforesaid,  shall  settle  with  their 
employes  at  least  once  in  every  two  weeks,  unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided by  special  agreement,  and  pay  them  the  amount  due  them 
for  their  work  or  services,  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States, 
or  by  cash  order  as  described  and  required  in  the  next  preceding 
succeeding  section  of  this  act; provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  affect  the  right  of  an  employe  to  assign  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  his  claim  against  his  employer. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person,  firm,  com- 
pany, corporation,  or  association  engaged  in  the  business  afore- 
said, their  clerk,  agent,  officer  or  servant,  in  this  state,  to  issue 
for  the  payment  of  labor  any  order  or  other  paper  whatsoever, 
unless  the  same  purports  to  be  redeemable  for  its  face  value  in 
lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest  at  the  legal 
rate,  made  payable  to  employe  or  bearer  and  redeemable  within 
a  period  of  thirty  days  by  the  person,  firm,  company,  corpora- 
tion, or  association,  giving,  making  or  issuing  the  same.  And 
any  person,  firm,  company,  corporation,  or  association,  engaged 
in  the  business  aforesaid,  their  cierk,  agent,  officer,  or  servant, 
who  shall  issue  for  payment  of  labor  any  paper  or  order  other 
than  the  one  herein  specified,  in  violation  hereof,  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  in 
any  sum  not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars  nor  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  4.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  it  shall  be 
unlawful  for  any  person,  firm,  company,  corporation,  or  associa- 
tion, engaged   in    mining   or   manufacturing,   either   or  both    as 

*Secs .  3  and  4  held  unconstitutional .    33  W  .  Va .  179 . 
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aforesaid,  and  who  shall  likewise  be  interested  directly  ©r  indi- 
rectly in  merchandising  as  owner  or  otherwise  in  any  money,  per 
cent.,  profit,  or  commission  arising  from  the  sale  of  any  such 
merchandise,  their  clerks,  servants,  officers  or  agents,  to  know- 
ingly and  wilfully  sell  or  cause  to  be  sold  to  any  employe,  any 
goods,  merchandise  or  supplies  whatsoever,  for  a  greater  per 
cent,  of  profit  than  merchandise  and  supplies  of  like  character, 
kind,  quality  and  quantity  are  so  sold  to  other  customers  buying 
for  cash,  and  not  employed  by  them ;  and  shall  any  person  or 
member  of  any  firm,  company,  corporation,  or  association,  his 
or  their  clerk,  agent,  or  servant,  violate  this  section,  then  and 
in  that  case,  such  person,  firm,  company,  corporatisn  or  associa- 
tion, shall  collect  for  such  merchandise  and  supplies  only 
the  price  for  which  like  merchandise  and  supples  are  sold  by 
them  to  such  other  customers  as  aforesaid  buying  for  cash ;  and 
moreover  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  nor  less 
than  twenty-five  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  That  if  any  firm,  company,  corporation,  or  association, 
shall  refuse  for  the  space  of  twenty  days  to  settle  and  pay  any  of 
their  said  employes  at  the  intervals  of  time  as  provided  in  section 
two  of  this  act,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  redeem  any  cash  or- 
ders herein  provided  for,  within  the  time  specified,  if  presented, 
and  suit  should  be  brought  for  the  amount  overdue  and  unpaid, 
judgment  for  the  amount  of  said  claim  proven  to  be  due  and  un- 
paid, with  legal  interest  thereon  until  paid,  shall  be  rendered  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff  in  such  action ;  provided,  further,  That  the 
cash  order  herein  provided  for,  given  for  payment  of  labor,  if  the 
laborer  continues  to  hold  the  same,  in  case  of  the  insolvency  of 
the  company,  or  person,  or  firm  or  corporation  giving  same,  such 
laborer  shall  not  loae  his  lien  and  preference  under  existing 
laws. 
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^REGULATING    PAYMENT  OF    LABORERS'  WAGES   AND 

PROHIBITING    EXCESSIVE    CHARGES   FOR 

GOODS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

[Acts  1891.  ch    76;  Code  1891,  p.  1002.] 

Employers  Cannot   Tssiu    Seript  not  Redeemable  in   Money — Pen- 
alty, etc. 

Sec.  1.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  corporation,  company, 
firm  or  person  engaged  in  any  trade  or  business,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  issue,  sell,  give  or  deliver,  to  any  person  employed 
by  such  corporation,  company,  firm  or  person,  in  payment  of 
wages  due  such  laborer,  or  as  advances  for  labor  not  due,  any 
scrip,  token,  draft,  check,  or  other  evidences  of  indebtedness, 
payable  or  redeemable  otherwise  than  in  lawful  money;  and  if 
any  such  scrip,  token,  draft,  check,  or  other  evidence  of  indebt- 
edness, be  so  issued,  sold,  given  or  delivered  to  such  laborer,  it 
shall  be  construed,  taken  and  held  in  all  courts  and  places,  to  be 
a  promise  to  pay  the  sum  specified  therein  in  lawful  money  by 
the  corporation^  company,  firm  or  person,  issuing,  selling,  giving 
or  delivering  the  same  to  the  person  named  therein,  or  to  the 
holder  thereof.  And  the  corporation,  company,  firm  or  person, 
so  issuing,  selling,  giving  or  delivering  the  same,  shall,  more- 
over, be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof, 
shall  be  fined  not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars,  nor  more  than 
one  hundred  dollars,  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  the  offi- 
cer or  agent  of  the  corporation,  company  or  firm,  or  the  person 
issuing,  selling,  giving  or  delivering  the  same,  may  be  im- 
prisoned, not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  thirty  days. 

Excessi/oi   Charges  for  Goods  Prohibited. 

Sec.  2.  If  any  corporation,  company,  firm  or  person,  shall 
coerce  or  compel, or  attempt  to  coerce  or  compel  an  employe  in  its, 
their  or  his  employment,  to  purchase  goods  or  supplies  in  pay- 
ment of  wages  due  him,  or  to  become  due  him,  or  otherwise, 
from  any  corporation,  company,  firm  or  person,  such  first  named 

*See36W.  Va. -Reports,  p. 802. 
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corporation,  company,  firm  or  person,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  he  punished  as  pro- 
vided in  the  preceding  section.  And  if  any  such  corporation, 
company,  firm  or  person,  shall  directly  or  indirectly,  sell  to  any 
such  employe  in  payment  of  wages  due  or  to  become  due  him,  or 
otherwise,  goods  or  supplies  at  prices  higher  than  the  reasonable  or 
current  market  value  thereof  at  cash  such  corporation,  company, 
firm  or  person,  shall  be  liable  to  such  employe,  in  a  civil  action, 
in  double  the  amount  of  the  charges  made  and  paid  for  such 
goods  or  supplies,  in  excess  of  the  reasonable  or  correct  value  in 
cash  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  court  having  jurisdiction 
in  criminal  cases  in  which  grand  juries  are  empaneled,  to  give 
this  act  in  charge  of  the  grand  jury. 

RAILROAD  COMPANIES  PROHIBITED  FROM  BUYING  OR 
SELLING  COAL  OR  COKE,  AND  DISCRIMINATING. 

]Acts  1895,  ch.  10.] 

Sec.  1.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  railroad  corporation  to  en- 
gage, directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  business  of  buying  and  selling 
coal  or  cok<\  or  to  promise,  pledge  or  lend  its  credit,  money  or 
other  property  or  thing  of  value  to  another,  either  natural  or  cor- 
porate, engaged  in  such  business,  but  nothing  herein  shall  prevent 
such  corporation  from  purchasing  such  articles  for  its  own  con- 
sumption, or  when  it  is  the  owner  of  any  such  commodities  from 
selling  and  shipping  the  same ;  provided,  in  doing  so,  such  corpor- 
ation shall  not  discriminate  in  rates,  distribution  of  cars  or 
otherwise  against  other  shippers  of  like  commodities  on  its  lines; 
and,  provided,  further,  That  when  such  company  has  the  right  to 
sell  either  of  such  commodities,  and  is  unable  from  any  cause 
to  fill  any  lona  fide  contracts  it  may  have  made  to  supply  such 
commodities,  or  either  of  them,  it  may  purchase  them  to  enable 
it  to  fill  such  contracts. 

Sec.  2.  Every  railroad  corporation  along  whose  line  of  rail- 
road the  industries  of  mining  coal  or  manufacturing  coke  is  car- 
ried on,  shall  without  discrimination  between  or  amongst  ship- 
pers, and  without  unnecessary  delay,  make  a  reasonable  provis- 
ion for  the  transportation  of  all  such  coal  and  coke  offered  for 
transportation  over  its  railroad,  and  no  such  railroad  corporation 
shall   discriminate   in   rates,  distribution    of   cars   or  otherwise 
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against  or  among  shippers  of  coal  or  coke  offered  for  shipment  on 
its  line  or  lines. 

Sec.  3.  The  circuit  and  criminal  courts  of  every  county 
through  or  into  which  the  railroad  of  any  such  railroad  corpora- 
tion violating  any  or  either  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  may 
pass,  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  all  the  offenses  under 
and  violations  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  Any  railroad  corporation  or  officer  or  agent  thereof  who 
shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  for  each  and  every  such  offense,  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  upon  indictment  and  conviction  thereof,  shall 
lie  rined  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 
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QUANTITY  OF  LAND  A  CORPORATION  MAY  HOLD. 

[Code  1891  oh.  53,  sec.  62.] 

No  corporation  subject  to  this  chapter,  whether  incorporated 
under  special  charter  or  general  law,  shall  hold  more  than  one 
hundred  acres  of  land;  except  that  a  company  for  mining  iron, 
lead  or  copper  ore,  and  manufacturing  the  same  into  metal,  may 
hold  ten  thousand  acres  for  every  charcoal  blast  furnace,  and 
three  thousand  acres  for  every  other  furnace;  companies  for 
mining  and  selling  coal,  ten  thousand  acres  each;  other  mining 
companies,  salt  companies  and  oil  companies,  three  thousand 
acres  each;  other  manufacturing  companies,  one  thousand  acres 
each,  and  a  springs  company,  fifteen  hundred  acres;  nor  shall  any 
corporation  subject  to  this  chapter,  hold  more  than  five  acres  in 
any  incorporated  town  or  city,  except  as  provided  in  the  fourth 
section  of  chapter  fifty-two  of  this  code,  and  except  that  societies 
formed  to  promote  agriculture  or  stock  raising  may  hold  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  acres  in  any  incorporated  town  or  city.  But 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
any  company  heretofore  incorporated  from  holding  such  number 
of  acres  of  land,  in  addition  to  the  number  herein  prescribed,  as 
may  be  authorized  by  its  charter.  But  any  such  springs  com- 
pany now  owning  or  occupying  the  real  estate  of  a  former  springs 
company  may  take,  hold  and  use  the  same,  notwithstanding  the 
quantity  thereof  shall  exceed  fifteen  hundred  acres. 
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RIGHTS  OF  COTERMINOUS  OWNERS  OF  LANDS. 

[Code  1891.  chapter  79.  ] 

Sec.  7.  No  owner  or  tenant  of  any  land  containing  coal  shall 
open  or  sink,  or  dig,  excavate  or  work  in  any  coal  mine  or  shaft, 
on  such  land,  within  five  feet  of  the  line  dividing  said  land  from 
that  of  another  person  or  persons,  without  the  consent,  in  writ- 
ing, of  every  person  interested  in,  or  having  title  to,  such  adjoin- 
ing lands  in  possession,  reversion,  or  remainder,  or  of  the  guard- 
ians of  any  such  persons  as  may  be  infants. 

If  any  person  shall  violate  this  section,  he  shall  forfeit  five 
hundred  dollars  to  any  person  injured  thereby  who  may  sue  for 
the  same. 

Sec.  8.  The  owner,  tenant,  or  occupant  of  any  land  on  which  a 
coal  mine  is  opened  and  worked,  or  his  agents,  shall  permit  any 
person  interested  in,  or  having  title  to,  and  land  coterminous 
with  that  in  which  such  coal  mine  is,  to  have  ingress  and  egress 
with  surveyors  and  assistants  to  explore  and  survey  such  mine  at 
his  own  expense,  and  not  oftener  than  once  a  month,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  the  preceding  section  has  been 
violated.  Every  owner,  tenant,  occupant,  or  agent,  who  shall  re- 
fuse such  permission,  exploration,  or  survey,  shall  forfeit  twenty 
dollars  for  each  refusal  to  the  person  so  refused. 

Sec-  9.  A  justice  of  the  county  in  which  such  mine  is,  before 
'whom  complaint  of  such'  refusal  is  made,  may  issue  a  summons 
to  such  owner,  tenant,  occupant  or  agent  to  answer  such  com- 
plaint. 

On  the  return  of  the  summons  executed,  and  proof  that 
the  complainant  has  right  of  entry,  and  that  he  has  been  refused 
without  sufficient  cause,  the  justice  shall  designate  an  early  and 
convenient  time  for  such  entry  to  be  made,  and  issue  his  warrant 
commanding  the  sheriff  of  the  county  to  attend  and  prevent  ob- 
structions and  impediments  to  such  entry,  exploration  and  sur- 
vey. The  cost  of  such  summons,  and.  a  fee  of  three  dollars  to  the 
sheriff  executing  the  warrant,  shall  be  paid  by  the  person  whose 
refusal  caused  the  complaint.  But  if  the  justice  dismiss  the 
complaint  the  costs  shall  be  paid    by  the  party  making  it. 
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MINING  DISTRICTS. 


As  provided  in  section  3  of  chapter  59  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  the 
Governor  and  the  Chief  Mine  Inspector  have  divided  the  State 
into  four  mining  districts,  to  be  composed  of  the  following 
named  counties,  respectively: 

First  District.  — Barbour,  Berkeley,  Brooke,  Doddridge,  Grant, 
Hardy,  Hampshire,  Harrison,  Hancock,  Jefferson,  Lewis,  Mar- 
shall, Marion,  Mineral,  Monongalia,  Morgan,  Ohio,  Preston,  Pen- 
dleton, Randolph,  Taylor,  Tucker,  Tyler,  Upshur  and  Wetzel. 

Second  District. — Braxton,  Calhoun,  Cabell,  Clay,  Gilmer, 
Jackson,  Mason,  Pleasants,  Putnam,  Ritchie,  Roane,  Wayne, 
Wirt,  Wood  and  all  that  part  of  Kanawha  County  on  both  sides 
of  the  Kanawha  River,  west  of  Coalburg,  including  the  mines  in 
the  Cabin  Creek  Valley  and  all  other  mines  within  one  mile  east 
of  Coalburg. 

Third  District. — Fayette,  Greenbrier,  Monroe,  Nicholas,  Poca- 
hontas, Raleigh,  Summers,  Webster  and  all  that  part  of  Kana- 
wha County  on  both  sides  of  the  Kanawha  River  east  of  Coal- 
burg, but  not  including  any  mine  within  one  mile  of  Coalburg. 

Fourth  District. — Boone,  Lincoln,  Logan,  McDowell,  Mercer, 
Mingo  and  Wyoming. 
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MINE  INSPECTORS. 

The  following  appointed  Mine  Inspectors  preside  over  the   var- 
ious districts,  as  follows: 

CHIEF    MINE   INSPECTOR— James    V\r.    Paul,    Charleston, 
Kanawha  County. 

First  District. — Stephen  A.  Lewis;  office  at  Fairmont,  Marion 
County. 

Second  District. — Jerry  Meade;  office  at  Charleston,  Kanawha 
County. 

Third  District. — John  I.  Absalom;  office  at  Powellton,  Fayette 
County. 

Fourth  District. — Wm.  J.  Preece;  office   at   Coaldale,    Mercer 

County. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  SC  OOL  LAW 


Compulsory  Attendance  at  School  of  Children  Between  the  Ages  of 
Eight  and  Fourteen    Years. 


[Chapter  98,  d  lUa.  ] 

Every  person  having  under  his  control  a  child  or  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  years  shall  cause  such  child 
or  children  to  attend  some  public  school  in  the  city,  independent 
district,  or  district  in  which  he  resides,  and  such  attendance 
shall  continue  for  at  least  sixteen  weeks  of  the  school  year,  pro- 
vided the  school  be  in  session  as  many  as  sixteen  weeks,  and  for 
every  neglect  of  such  duty  the  person  offending  shall  be  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor  and  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  any 
justice,  be  fined  two  dollars  for  the  first  offense  and  five  dollars 
for  each  subsequent  offense.  An  offense,  as  understood  in  this 
act,  shall  consist  in  failure  to  send  to  school  any  child  or  child- 
ren for  five  consecutive  days  except  in  case  of  the  sickness  of 
such  child  or  children  other  reasonable  excuse.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  ever-  trustee  and  teacher  to  inform 
against  any  one  so  offend  lg;  and  upon  a  failure  so  to  do, 
they  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  be  fined  not 
exceeding  five  dollars ;  provided,  That  if  such  child  or  chil- 
dren have  attended  for  a  like  period  of  time  a  private  day 
school,  or  if  such  child  or  children  have  been  other- 
wise instructed  for  a  like  period  of  time  in  the  branches  of  learn- 
ing required  by  law  to  be  taught  in  the  public  schools,  or  have 
already  acquired  such  branches,  or  if  his  physical  or  mental  con- 
dition is    such  as  to    render  such  attendance    inexpedient,  or  im- 
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practicable,  such  penalty  shall  not  be  incurred; provided,  further, 
That  in  case  there  be  no  public  school  in  session  within  two  miles 
by  the  nearest  traveled  road  of  any  person  in  the  school  district 
he  shall  not  be  liable  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Any  fines  so  collected  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  build- 
ing fund  of  the  district. 

If  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  legal  voters  of  any  city,  independent 
district  or  sub-district  shall  petition  the  board  of  education 
against  the  enforcement  of  this  act,  the  said  act,  so  far  as  that 
sab-district  is  concerned,  shall  be  null  and  void  until  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  school  year. 

Justices  of  the  peace  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  all  violations  of 
this  act  in  their  respective  counties. 
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